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SERMON I. 

On Hearing of Sermons. 



2 Tim. m. 7. 

Ever learning J and never able to come to the 
Knowledge of the Truth. 

A Description equally emphatical and 
-^ difheartening ! But to whom is it ap- 
plicable ? If there were fuch charafters in 
an age painfully emerging from Jewiih and 
Pagan darknels s are there fugh in modem 
days ? If fuch charafters are to be found 
among the moft obfcure and mifguided 
fefts ; are there fuch. in the bofom pf the 
national church ? In ancient and in mo- 
dern times, among fefts and in the eftablifh* 
ment, of fuch chara6ters there have been 
and there are multitudes. Is it poffible ? 
Shall man be ever learning, and never able 
to attain knowledge ? ShaU man labour^ 
fhall he Jahour in the purfuit of religious 
truth, ahdrtap no fruit from his exertions ? 
VOL* n* B The 
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The event is pofTible and frequent. In 
vain the hufbandman fcatters the feed, if 
the foil is not duly prepared to receive it* 
The foil may be well prepared and the 
feed may fpring up green among the fur- 
rows : btit it is in vain that you expe6l a 
plentiful harveft, if you permit the rifmg 
plants to be fmothered by weeds. Is it rca- 
fonable to imagine that the feed of the 
Gofpel, the feed from which you look for 
the bread of life, will ftourifli: atnd artive to 
maturity ; if ybu befto*/ on its cultivation 
lefs refle(3:ion, lefs folicitude, than are necef- 
fary for the grain which is to fupport your 
mortal body ? The word of God will in 
vain be preached unto you, if you be not 
"difpofed to embrace it. The word of God 
will in vain be preached unto you, if after- 
Wards you fufFer it to be overwhelmed by 
the bufinefs or the pleafures of the world. 

My purpofe is to endeavour to lead you 
to that frame of mind, with which a Chrif- 
tian ought to confider the difcourfes which 
he hears from the pulpit. Let me requell 
your ferious attention. For on the attert- 
tion with which you regard tfi'e general 
truths now to be lafid before you depends mot 
only the benefit, fuch as it may be, which 
might be received, under the divine bkfling, 
^ ' 15 "^ * '* from. 
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from the prefent difcourfe : but mUch alfo 
of the advantage to be derived from the fu - 
ture difcourfes, which the minifters of reli- 
gion may addrefs to you. 

That you may furvey with a comprehcn* 
^ve eye the extent of your duty, it may be 
ufeful that you fhould previoufly turn your 
thoughts to mine. In the firft place, there- 
fore, I fhall briefly mention the duties of a 
Chriftian Preacher : and fhall then proceed 
to the duties df a Chriftian Hearer. 

!♦ Go yt into all the ^orldy faid our Lord 
to his difciples, and preach the Gofpel to 
every creature. Woe unto me ^ faid St. Paul, 
if I preach nbt the Gofpel. I determined t9 
know nothing among you, faid the fame Apof- 
tle on another occafion, iut J ejus Chriji^ 
and him crucified (a) . A Chriftian Preacher 
is not to fet before the congregation a fy(^ 
tem of religion in part devifed or modified 
by his own fancy. He is not to confider 
what fpecies of doftrine will prove moft 
agreeable to the natural imaginations of the 
heart. He is not to follow the fpeculative 
opinions of the wifeft of men ; nor to eftab- 
liih moral truth and moral duty on the bafis 
of human authority* He is to look to the 

(tf) Msirk> xvi. 15. I Cor. Ix. 16. ii. 2. 

B 2 revealed 
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revealed word of God. There is his com- 
miffion to preach : there is the religion 
which he is to preach. He is to preach the 
GofpeL He is to preach Jefus Chrift, and 
him crucified. He is to unfold the great plan 
. of falvation for fallen man through feith in 
the atoning blood of a Redeemer. He is to 
teach the indifpcnfable neceffity of the re- 
newal of the heart untoholinefs through the 
fanftification of the Spirit of grace. The 
corner ftone on which he is to build is 
Jefus Chrift. On that corner ftone he is to 
build, not hay andjiubble^ but found and 
precious materials, materials which will en- 
dure the trial even of fire; pure and genuine 
Chriftianity, the unchangeable doftrines 
and commandments of the Son of God. 

Again; the Chriftian Preacher is to 
preach the whole of the Gofpel. He is to 
magnify the juftice no lefs confpicuoufly 
than the mercy of Jehovah. He is to pro- 
claim the eternal vengeance refervcd for the 
impenitent no lefs loudly than the glories 
prepared for the juftified fervants of Chrift. 
He is not to dwell chiefly upon doftrinea 
to the neglecl of practice ; nor on pra6licc 
to the difparagemcnt of do6lrines. He is 
to preach true: doftrine as the ground- work 
of holy praftice : and to inculcate holy 

praftice 
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practice as the cfFeft of true dodlrine. He 
is to labour to be the inftrument of enlight- 
ening the underftanding, and alfo of puri- 
fying the heart. While he teaches that 
man is juftified by faith alone, not by the 
deeds of the law; he is to convince his 
hearers that their hope wJU be vain, unlefs 
they add to their j^/V*6 virtue^ as its evidence 
and its fruits How fhall the architefl raife 
the palace, unlefs an immovable foundation 
iliall firft have been eftablifhed? But how 
fliall the pile be completed, if year after 
year his mind be wholly abforbed in pcrfeft- 
ing and difplaying the ftrength of the foun- 
dation ? With his plummet and his fquare 
continually in his hand, he unremittingly 
proves every part of his work whether it 
refts on J:he foundation. To the founda- 
tion every apartment, even every ornament^ 
of the ftrudture has an ultimate and a dif- 
cernible reference. But he fails not to be- 
ftow diftinft and due regard on the form> 
the proportion, and the purpofe, of every 

apartment ^ on the nature and the pofition 
of every ornament. How fhall the preacher, 
like a wife mafter-builder, edify his hearers 
into afpiritual loufe^ a living and holy temple 
in the Lord {b) j unlefs he founds it on the 

{p) I Pec. 11. 5* I Cor. iii. \6, 17. Ephef. ii. 21. 
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appointed rock, even Jcfus Chrift? And 
Tiow fhall the preacher, like a wife mafter- 
builder, prepare them to be an habitation 
ifOod through the Spirit {d) ; unlefs, while 
in every part of his labour of edification h? 
inceffantljr refers them to the fundamental 
do6Vrines of the Crofs, and to thpfe docr- 
trines traces backward every motive, warn- 
ing, admonition, and encouragement 5 he, 
afligns feparate and adequate attention to 
every Chriftian grace, to every form of fin ; 
uiilefs he fpecifically developes the ch^rac- 
teriftic marks and cuftomary bearings of 
each branch of duty and of trai^fgrefiion '^ 
the occaflons on which the virtue is moll 
needed and moft difficult, the fin moft fre- 
quent and moft enfnaring; the delufions by 
which the rangeof the virtue will apparently 
be curtailed, and the pretences by which 
its obligation will be plaufibly undermined 5 
the difguifes under which the fin will veil 
itfelf, and the ; palliations by which it will 
extenuate the guilt of concefilon. 

Farther : The Chriftian Preacher is zea- 
Ipufly to allot an extraordinary meafure of 
, exertion to thofe branches of religion, whe- 
ther doftrinal or practical, which he difco-r 
vers to be grofsly mifuhderftood, or lightly 

\ (f) Eph. ii, 2S. 

regarded^ 
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regarded, by many of his congregation. 
To all whom he is appointed to feed he is 
to give their portion of meat in duefeafon {d) : 
^d he is to diftribute fpiritual nutriment 
in a manner fuited to the ability which dif- 
ferent individuals poffefs of digefting it, 
and to the need which they 4iavc of it ; 
ftrongmeat to the adult, milk to babes (^); 
Some of the doftrines which he inculcates 
as of the higheft importance, fome of the 
praflical duties which he defcribes as re- 
quifite marks of ^ real Chriftian, will be 
extremely unpalatable to numbers among 
thofe whom he addrelTes. At the humbling 
pi<Sluri3 which a faithful njirtifter cannot but 
draw of the utter weaknefs Snd corruption 
of human nature 3 at his delineation of the 
unwearied vigilance, of the purity of life^ 
which he cannot but pronounce indifpen- 
£able; pride, felf-^righteoUfnefs, worldly- 
mindedncfs, will affurcdly take offence. At 
one period the Galatians were fo fondly at- 
tached to St, Paul, that the Apoftle im- 
preffively reprefents them as defirous, had 
it been poflible, to have plucked out their 
own eyes and givea them unto him. After-r 
wards their fentiments were ccnnplctcly 
changed. They were alienated from the 

i/i) J^uke, xii. 42. (e) Hehr. t. la. i^. 

B 4 Apoftle. 



9 On Hearing of Sermons. 

Apoftlc. They regarded him as their cnc- 
my. Why? St. Paul difclofcs the reafon. 
The Galatians regarded him as an enemy 
becaufe he told them the truth {f). He 
fpoke to them without dilguife. He hu- 
moured not their prejudices. He declared 
that which was right, however unaccept- 
able, however offenfive, he knew that the 
truth would prove to them. If to his own 
converts St. Paul himfelJF could not preach 
the truth without giving offence 5 let not 
the faithful miniifter of the prefent day hope 
that his difcourfes (hall offend none. If hd 
perceive that fome are offended, what ftiall 
be his condu^ ? He (hall pity tJiem. He 
ihaH pftty for thfem. But he tannot change 
his courfe. He muft: perfevere« He readd 
ift die difCOTitented eye of his auditor $ " I 
** approve not thy doftrine : I relifh not 
^' thy (hridhiefs,** He turns bis, ear to the 
toiceoftheMoftHigh: Sohofman! Ihan)e 
madt thee a watchman to the houfe of Jfraei: 
therefore bear the word at My mouthy and 
give them warmng ftom Me. Speak My 
words unto tbem^ whether they will hear^ or 
whether they will forbdar (g)^ . Is he to 
obey man or God ? Is he to be^ plcafer of 
meh, or of God ? He iis to approve himfelf 

(/) Gal. Iv. IS9 «6. (g) Ezek. ii. 7. iii. 17. 

to 
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to his own mafter# He is to perfift in ex- 
plaining the whole counfel of God, in fet«> 
ting forth the fincere word of Jefus Chrift^ 
precept upon precept^ precept upon precept^ 
Mne upon line, line upon line 5 here a little^ 
and there a little^ in meeknefs, injiruBing 
ihofe that oppofe them/elves ; in humble hope 
that peradventure an hour may come, when 
God will give unto them repentance to the 
acknowledging of the truth {hi)\ 

Laftly; the Chriftian Preacher is ta 
preach not'himfelf, but Chrift Jefus the 
Lord (/). He ferves the Lord Chrift : for 

Chrift he is an ambafTador: his mafter*s 
glory, not his own, muft he purfue. The 

pulpit he is to regard not as the throne 
of his exaltation, but as the place where he 
is to manifeft himfelf the fervant of all for. 
the fake of Jefus {li). He is not to affume 
to himfelf confequence, as though he were 
lord over the heritage of God. He is not 
to feek to have dominion over the faith 
of his brethren. He is not to convert 
the houfe of God into a theatre for the 
difplay of his erudition, of his imagina- 
tion, of his eloquence. Devoted to his 
matter's honour, abforbed in folicitude for 

f*) Ifaiah, xxviii. 10. % Tixnt ii. 25. («) a Cor. v9, J. 

the 
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the falvation of his flock ; how fhall he 
make him] elf y his own reputation, his own' 
authority, his own fecular advantage, the 
rnd and objedl of his preaching ? How fhall 
he thus hypocritieally profcfs himfelf a 
worker together with Chriji ? How fhall he 
thus profane the miniftry of ^he word of 
Kfe ? 

II. I procecd^ to the duties of a Chriftian 
Clearer. 

By contemplating the devious tracks in 
which the carelcfs and the obflinate are 
bewildered, we are taught to difcern and to 
value the path of fafety. Confider then the 
unworthy motives and views, with which 
men too often prefent therafclves as hearer? 
of fermons. 

Many perfons attend public worfhip, 
and preaching as one part of it, from cuf- 
tom, or from a regard to chara6ler. They fee 
the neighbourhood flocking to the church : 
therefore they go thither. They perceive, 
that orderly and refpeftable perfons make a 
point of regular attendance : and they are 
BOt unwilling to embrace the fame method 
of being efleemed orderly and refpe6table. 
A inan of this defcription has fatisfied hij. 
vjrifhes by fhewing himfelf in the churchy. 

To 
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To be obferved as forming one of the con-- 
gregation was his object. To worfhip God 
in fpirit and in truth, was not the purpofe 
which attradled him. The fervice therefore 
engages little of his attention. In fomc 
paflages perhaps he joins, yet mechanically, 
through form rather than devotion ; but 
his thoughts are commonly roving among 
other fubjefts. When he liftens to the fer- 
mon, it is without earncftnefs , and with 
many a fecrct wifli that it were at an end. 
He relapfes into fome worldly train of 
thought ; until he is aroufed from a vacant 
reverie, or from meditation on his bufinefs 
or his pleafures, by hearing the joyful found 
of the congregation rifing to depart* 

Others frequent preaching fromcuriofity. 
Like the Athenians, they are always eager 
to hear fome new thing. In the language 
of Scripture, they have itching ears, and 
after their oifvn lujis heap to themfehes 
teachirs. They wander from one place of 
worftiip to another ; become diffatisfied 
with any minifter whom they have heard 
for a continuance j and fpeedily learn not' 
to rclifh any preacher, who is not extrava^ 
gant in manner, and violent in declama- 
tion. The time foon arrives when, ful^. 
filing the prophecy of St ,Paul, they 'will 
i' no( 
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not endv^e found do£lrine ; but turn awa^ 
from the truths and are turned unto fables (/)♦ 
They are perplexed and confounded by a 
multitude of inftruftors. Toffcd to and 
fro, and carried about with every wind of 
do6lrine > they depart from the words of 
truth and fobernefs, and fall a prey to the 
wjldeft dclufions. 

- Others liften to a feiTnon with a criti- 
cifing fpirit ; not careful to profit by it, but 
watchful to fit in judgment upon it. S woln 
with fpiritual pride, and deeming them- 
felves complete maflers of the mofl diffi- 
cult points of doftrine, they fcrutinife 
every fcntence which drops from the lips 
of the preacher ; put each of his terms to 
the rack; examine tlie foundnefs of his 
orthodoxy with inquifitorialfufpicion; and 
if they are able to faflen upon an expreffion 
not precifely confonant with the niceties of 
their own religious phrafeology, or capable 
of being underftood in a fenfe fomewhat at 
variance with their peculiar prepofTeffions, 
deny their inflruftor to be evangelical, pro- 
nounce him blind, and congratulate them- 
felves upon their own fcriptural attain- 
ments and keen-eyed fagacity. Eager to 
cenfure, and impatient to decide ; the .fruit 

(/) 2 Tim. iv. 3» 4* 

which 
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which they reap from the return of the Sab- 
bath is to be flattered in prefumption and 
confirmed in ignorance. 

Others become hearers of fermons for no 
better purpofe than that of entertainment. 
Counterparts of the Jews in the days of 
Ezekiel, who talked one with another at the 
doors of their houfes, andfpoke e'very one to his 
brother^ faying y " Comey I pray you^ and hear 
what is the word that comet h from the Lord^' 
becaufe the preaching of the Prophet was 
to them as a very lovely fong of one tJoat 
had a pleafant voice^ and could play well 
upon an injirument (m) ; they rcfort on the 
Lord's day to the houfe of God with views 
and feelings fimilar t!o thofe which im- 
pelled them on the preceding evening to k , 
fcene of mufical feftivity. They frequent' 
particular churches for the fake of " good 
preaching," And by good preaching they ' 
intend not that faithful diiplay and power- 
ful application of evangelical truth, which 
awaken the confcience and probe the heart : 
but elegance of language, harmonioufnefs 
of voice, gracefulnefs of delivery, in the 
firft place j and in the next place, fmooth 
precepts and unmerited encouragements, 
interfperfed with interefting addrefles to the 

(ffi) Ezek. xxxiii. 1%. 

" ^ paffions. 
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pailions. The ear is pleafed and the tait* 
b gratified \ but like the auditors of 
Ezekiel, they hear the words of the 
preacher aiid do them not* 

What then are the difpolitiohs with which 
a Ghriftian ought to liften to difcourfes 
from the pulpit ? How fhall he fo learn, 
that he may be able to attain unto the 
knowledge of the truth ? 

The firft requifite is reverence for the 
Word of God* To explain and apply 
the Word of God is the objefl of every fer-*- 
Inon* To hear the word of God explained 
and applied is the obje6t of eveiy feriouS 
Iiearer* And preaching is one of the means 
of grace and falvation ordained by the great 
JLord of the church. Attend then with de- 
vout regard to the miniftry of the Word* 
Confider that eveiy doctrine which the 
preacher unfolds, every command which he 
inculcates, every promife, every threaten- 
ing which he difplays beforie; you, are 
avowedly delivered from the Bible. They 
are not the do6lrines, the commands, the 
promifes, the threatenings, of the preacher ; 
but of God* And he who in any cafe de-* 
Ipifes a rule of faith or of praftice, which 
the minifter truly declares to him from the 
Bible, defpifcs not man, but God. 

In 
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* In the next place, attend with a teach- 
able mind. Unlefs you are converted, faid 
our Lord to his followers, and become as 
little children ; ygu Jhall not enter into the 
kingdom of heaven. Humble yourfelf in 
the houfe of your Maker. Be prepared to 
receive unwelcome truths ^ truths which 
contradift your favourite opinions, or dcr 
clare war againft your favourite praftices* 
Away with all pride, all obftinacy, aU 
prejudice. Bring every thought into capti^ 
vity to the obedience of Chrift ; and receive 
with meeknefs the word which is able to 
iave your fouls. 

Tl^irdly ; Whatever be the truth which 
the preacher delivers, apply it, as far as it is 
applicable, to yourfelf. You are liftening 
for yourfelf, not for your neighbour. Whe^ 
ther this portion or that portion of the fer- 
mon be applicable to your neighbour, is not 
your concern. Thou art the man. You 
arc the perfon to whom whatever you hear 
is addreffed. Apply it to the benefit of 
your foul. Bi;t apply what you hear 
fairly. Many perfons become moft dange- 
rous felf-deceivers, by applying parts of 
fetmons to themfelves, and making no fuch 
-application of other parts. If in one part, 
for example, the fermon fpeaks tlie lan- 

* , • ^ ' - ' guage 
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guage of encouragement to the trueChrif^ 
tian, and enlarges on the blefl^ prpmifes 
iccured to him; all this encouragement, 
all thefe promifes, they inftantly apply tp 
themfelves. But to themfelves they did 
not apply other paffages of the difcourfe, in 
which the marks of fa true Chriftian were 
defcribed; marks by which if they had 
examined their principles and conduiV, 
they would perhaps have difcerned them- 
felves not to be true Chriftians,andof courfe 
not entitled to the benefit of any encou- 
ragement or promife. Or if the minifter 
difplays fome fcriptural example of the 
mercy of God to a grievous offender; they 
fail not to affure themfelves that mercy will 
be equally extended to them. But they 
paid little regard to the proofs of true re- 
pentance which the minifter had alfo de- 
tailed as manifefted by that offender : proofs 
which on due inveftigation they would 
have , difcovered to be wanting in them- 
felves, and would confequently have been 
conftrained to perceive that in their cxifting 
ftate of heart they could have no reafon- 
able hope of mercy. To apply fermons 
thus partially, thus unwarrantably, is but 
to blind your confcience and to harden 
yourfelf in fin* 

Fourthly } 
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Fourthly -, Rcfleft that circumftances ap- 
parently fmalland cafualfeem not feldom to 
be fekfted by Him, who can crufti the globd 
with an atom, to accomplifti momentous 
ends. To how many finners has an indivi- 
dual fermon been made, as it were, the hinge 
of converfion, the turning ^nt between life 
and death ! Did you withhold your atten- 
tion from the laft fermon at which you were 
prefent? How know you but in that^rmon 
was contained an elucidation of fome im-^' 
portimt doftrine which .you mifconcdive j 
a'fcriptural example of virtue moft need* 
fbi to your edification ; a fcriptural denun-* 
cf ation of vengeance againft your own be*- 
letting fin ?. How know you but that to 
the abfence of the Chriftian armour which 
that difcourfe would have fupplied, your 
£aU under recent temptations is to be attri- 
buted ? How know you but from the ab- 
fence of that armour, temptations even 
now impending over your head will derive 
their principal ftrength ? But you have not 
merely precluded yourfelf from the advan- 
tage which you might have acquired. The 
n^le^l of that advantage is a fin for which 
yott mufi: render an account to God. 
Evflry opportunity which he affords you of 
%U>ib]ng infitudion in his' holy temple, is a 
^\ WL. ij. c blefling. 
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bleffing, for the improvement of which you 
will ftand refponfible at the day of judge- 
Oierit. Beware left the preaching of his 
word, ordained by him for your eternal 
good, prove, through your wilful difregard, 
the caufe of an increafe of your condem- 
nation, 

. ' Fifthly s Let your attention during the 
delivery of fermons, and your fubfequent 
' meditations on their import, be accompa- 
nied with a fervent defire that the Spirit 
of Grace may incline your foul unto know- 
ledge. Whoever may plant, whoever may 
water, it is God who giveth the increafe. 
To him raifc your heart in prayer through 
tfw mediation of his Son Jefus. So fhall 
He enlighten you by his Holy Spirit to 
underftand his law. So fhall he caufe the 
good feed to take root in your bofbm. So 
fhall he preferve you frotn the doom of 
tihtc unfruitful hearer. So fhall he render 
you a doer of the law, bringing forth fruit 
unto perfeftion. 

To conclude. Take heed^ my brethren, 
how ye bear. Look well to your hearts. 
Let the motives which bring you to this 
place be fuch as befit thofe who profefs to 
be athirfl for inflru^ion and edification . Let 
yoiirdiligencein yielding faithful attention,* 

10 - and 
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and your fincerity in applying to yourfelves 
the truths which you hear, be fuch as 
become thofe who liften to the word of life. 
Who^ cried the prophet Ifeiah, anticipating * 
the reje6tion of the preachers of the Gofpel 
by his countrymen; Who bath believed our 
report {n)? When Jefus Chrift appeared^ 
and preached in their fynagogues ; how few 
in comparifon with the multitudes of his 
hearers were impreffed with durable con- 
viftion ! If the Jews could fail of being , 
converted by the preaching of the Son of 
God ; how eafily may you fail to profit by 
the preaching of his minifters ! Why did 
the Jews fail of converfion? The word 
preached did not profit them, not being mixed 
witbfaithy with genuine operative faith, ifi 
them that heard it{o). Be not ye like tmto 
them. If any doftrine declared to you 
from the pulpit appear hard and ftrange; . 
do not haftily pronounce it erroneous and 
unworthy of God. Have you never detefted 
yourfclf in ignorance? Have you never 
known yourfelf blinded by mifapprehen- 
fion and prejudice ? May it not be igno- 
rance, or mifapprehenfion, or prejudice, 
which prevents you from perceiving the 
4o£lrine to be true ? Sufpend your judge- 

(11) Ifaiali> liii. I. (9] Hebr« ir. a. 
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inent:, until you fliaH have confidered the 
fubjeft maturely and with impartiality. 
Confiik your Bibte deliberately at home* 
Compare one part oi Scripture with ano-^ 
thcr. Why are the inhabitants of Berea 
honoured with a record of perpetual praife? 
Becaufe when new doftrines were propofed 
to them> they fearched flie Scriptures dili- 
gently to learn whether ihofe things were 
fo. The fearch was not in vain* . They dif- 
covered that the doftrinea were undeniably 
the doftrines of the word of God. Imitate 
thcfe wife men in their zeal : follow them 
iii th? traft which they purfued in qucft 
ot truth. If the refult of your examina^ 
tion leaves your doubts unrefolved ; have 
y«>u not friends both inteUigent and pipus^ 
with whom you maydifcufs them ? Have 
y^u not minifters of religion i]iipelled, 
let i}S tcuft, by inclinatipn no lefs than by 
duty; ^rivate^ly to confirm ^our faith by 
Ipiritual inftruftion and counfel ? Finally ; 
fiipplicate day by day your Almighty Fa^ 
tber for grace haHtually to exemplify in 
the hufy fcenes of life the efficacy of the 
inftru6tion to which you liftened on the 
Sftbbath* In your prayers forget not your 
nnnifters. Intcrceck for them, and in that 
interceflion you intercede foryourfelvp5,tbat 
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Utterance may be given unto them that they 
may open their mouth boldly to make known 
the myft^ry of the Gpj|)el, that therein they 
may fpeak boldly, as they ought to fpeak (p). 
What is our united fuppUcation ? ^* Make, 
we befeech thee, 6 Almighty God, all 
bifhops and fdkQ» diligently to preach 
thy holy word, and the people obedi- 
ently to follow the fame. Grant that 
*^ the minifters and ftcwards of thy myfte- 
** ries may prepare and make ready i^ 
*^ way, by turning the hearts of thfe difobe- 
dient to the wifdom of the juft. Grai^t 
unto us all that we, being called by thy 
holy word, may forthwith give up bur- 
felves obediently to fulfil thy holy comj*- 
^^mandments, through Jefus Ghrift otk 
« Lord/: ^ 

if) £pkef. yi« 199 20» 
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.dnd fome believed the things which were 
fpoken 5 andfome believed not. 

CT, Paul, delivered by his falfe accufers 
. in Judea into the hands of the Roman 
governor, perceived that no profpeft of 
preferving his life remamed, but by an ap^ 
peal unto Cafar. Exercifing therefore the 
right of a Roman citizen, be demanded to 
be fent to the Emperor, that by him the 
caufe might be examined and decided. He 
was accordingly conveyed, as a prifoner, to 
Rome. His firft care, on his arrival in 
that city, was to aflemble his countrymen, 
the Jews : to fatisfy them, that he had 
never purpofed, in appealing unto Caefar, 
to exhibit any complaint againft the Jewifh 
nation j and diftinftly to fet before them 
that faith in Jefus of Nazareth, the promifed 

Saviour, 
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Saviour, for which he was an ambafiador 
in bonds. His countrymen replied, that 
no charge againft himfelf had reached their 
ears i that they had received but imper- 
feft accounts cpnceming the do6trine which 
he profeffed ; that they knew it, however, 
to be univerfally fpoken againft ; and that 
they were defirous of hearing a full ftate- 
ment of his opinions. A day was appointed. 
Niumbers came to his abode. Eameft foi? 
their converfion, and zealous for the 
glory of his Matter, he expounded to them 
the Scriptures, and tefiijied the kingdom of 
God^ perfuading them concerning Jefus^ both 
out of the law of Mofes^ and out of the pro^ 
phetSy from morning till evening. What 
was the efFeft of his labour ? Some believed 
the things 'which were fpoken ; andfome be^ 
Ueved not. Some believed : Why ? They 
could not refift the power and wildom with 
which he fpoke. They were willing to 
liften to the truth ; therefore their prgu- 
dices yielded. They turned their eyes to 
the light ; therefore the light (hone not in 
vain. They difcerned in Jefus of Nazareth 
the undeniable characters of that Meffiah, 
to whom the Law and the Prophets bare 
witnefs: they difcerned them with joy 
and thankfulnefs j therefore they glorified 

c 4 God 
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God by faith in his beloved Son. Some 
believed not : Why ? Becaufe they were 
exa^ly fiidi men . as the foreknowledge of 
the Holy Qhoft had defcribed by the 
mouth: of Ifaiah. Their heart was waxed 
grofs, and th^r ears were dull of hearing, 
ftnd their eyes they had clofed; left they 
Should fee with their eyes^ and hear with 
their ears, and be converted, and God 
fhould heal them. Their heart, fixed upon 
ceremonial ordinances and worldly purfuits,* 
was averfe to fpiritual religion, humility, 
and holinefs. Their ear gave no attention- 
to doftrines which contradifted their pre- 
poffeffions, and proclaimed the iniquity of 
the felf-righteous. Their eyes, they wil- 
fully fhut againft that light from above, by 
which ignorance was detefted, and guilt 
expofed^ Therefore it was that Mofes 
and the prophets teftified before them^ and 
produced not conviftion. Therefore it was, 
that hearing they heard, and did not under- 
ftand; and feeing they faw, and did not per- 
ceive. Therefore it was,that they withftood^ 
the evidence of the Gofpel. Therefore it, 
was, that they would not be converted and 
healed. Therefore it was, that they would 
not accept the falvation of God. 

How 
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How ftanda the cafe widi rcfpefV to 
Chriftians? To them univerlally is the 
Revelation of Jefus Chrifl: addref&d* " Td 
.them Mofes and the prophets, and all tht 
infpired writers of the New Teftament; 
deliver their teftimony concerning the Re- 
deoner of mankind. To them the Sab* 
bath, as well as many an! intervening day; 
opens the houfes of God, that, with hnm^ 
ble fupplication and fincere thank%ivmg^^ 
they may hear the words of eternal life. 
To them, the mmifteK of religion ceafe not 
to dire6t appropriate inftruftien j ceafe not 
to unfold the whole counfcl of God ; t* 
unveil the radical corruption of human na^ 
ture ; to make manifeft the power, the dt^ 
ceitfiilnefs, and the confequences of fin ; to 
difplay the grand do6lrines of 4:edetnptioii 
and fan6iification ; to explain ^id enforce 
the precepts, admonitions, and exhorta^ 
tions of Holy Writ ; to animate the righ- 
teous by the examples of faints of ancient 
days ; to alarm the guilty by the fate d 
former rebels againft the Moft High ; to 
ftrengthen the feeble, to confirm the wa-* 
vering, to convince the gainfayer, to corti-i 
fort the afflicted, to inftil caution into tbb 
rafh, humility into the prefutoptuous* Th6 
minifters of religion, thofe at leaft wha 
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cordially enlarge th«r vievs^ to the extent 
of tbcir duty, to the unequivocal import of 
the vows Y^hidi are upon them, ceafe not 
to labour from houfe to houfe 5 and pri- 
vately to imprefs on each individual, as 
prudence and opportunity may allow^ the 
injunftion, the warning, or the encburage- 
ment of which he more efpecially ftands 
in need. Thus, to all throughout the 
Chriftian world is the Gofpel of falvation 
fcnt. How is it received ? As it was 
amon^ the Jews at Rome : Some believe 
the things which are fpoken; and fome 
believe them not. . If there be any differ- 
ence between the two cafes, it is this* 
Among the Jewifti nation, coUeftively 
confidcred, there was, on the one hand, 
more open unbelief; and, on the other, more 
fincerity in Chriftian profeffion, than exifts 
at preTent. They who did not believe 
that Jefus Chrift came from God, feeling 
no worldly motive to induce them to dif- 
femble then* unbelief, avowed it, and &6led 
upon it* They who were convinced of 
the^ truth of the Gofpel, and embraced the 
Chriftian faith, having no worldly motive 
to lead them tp profefs a religion which 
was every where fpoken againji and perfe- 
cuted, ufually became Chriftians under the 

influence 
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influence of decided piety. But in thefe 
days, when to be a declared unbeliever, is 
commonly regarded as difgraceful ; there 
are to be found within the pale of the Chril^ 
tian church njany perfons who have no 
ftedfaft belief in the Gofpel. And as in 
thefe more mild and enlightened countries, 
no danger hangs over the head of any man 
in confequence of his being outwardly a 
difciple of Chrift^ there is feen among 
prof^fled Chriftians a far greater propor- 
tion of the carelefs and the lukewarm than 
was to be difcerned by the Apoftles among 
thdr converts. Now let it be always and 
ftedfaftly remembered, that the Scriptures 
univerfally reprefent as unbelievers not only 
thofe whofe blindnefs and impiety treat 
the Chriftian revelation as a falfehood, as a 
cunningly deviled fable, as an invention 
of men : but thofe alfo who hold the truth 
in unrighteoufnefs'^ thofe ^ho believe ab-^ 
ftraftedly, but not pradlically ; thofe w1k> 
believe, and do not obey ; thofe who be- 
lieve with the underftanding, but believt 
not with the heart unto juftlfication*. A 
dead faith is no faith. It has no claiiii 
through Chrift to the rewards of faith. It 
jnay become even more finful and dan- 

gerous 
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gerous than open unbelief. To fin againft 
Juiowlec^e may be, under poflible cir^Um- 
fiances, more flagitious than to offend 
through wilful ignorance. Not to believe in 
Chrifl may ibrattAmts be owing chiefly td 
guilty unconcern. To believe that he came 
from God, and defpife his commandments, 
mujl be, in the language of the- Pfalmift, 
the great offence^ muft be prefumptuous Jin. 
Why are the Gentiles pronounced to have 
been Pi.^€\^^^ without God in the world ''^? 
Becaufe though they knew God, thty glo- 
rified him not as God. He may \h the 
worft of Atheifls, who acknowledges that 
there is a God, and will n6t obey him* 
He who outwardly confcfles Ghrift, iarid 
praftically denies Him, may be the worft 
of unbelievers. 

Confidcr the chara6leriflic features of 
the two clafTes, into which the multitudes 
to whom the Gofpel is now preached are 
divided. Some believe the things which are 
ipoken, and fbme believe them not. 

I. Advert primarily to thofe who belie\T. 

When you cafl your eyes upon t\it mafs 
of profefTed Ghriftians, you obfei've among 
them a fet of men manifeftly feparated and 

* Epht ii. iat Aim 9 t*> w&ii»* 
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<iftinguifhed from the crowd* You fee 
them . feparated. from the polkitkms by 
which they are furrounded ; and diftin- 
guiflied by views and principles different 
from thofe which govern the w6rld that 
lieth in wickednefs. Thefe are they which 
believe. Approach them more nearly, and 
examine them clofely. Infpe£t their con^. 
du6l^ contemplate their objefls; invefti-- 
gate their motives. What is the refult of 
your obfervation and inquiry ? You per- 
ceive thefe perfoiis more affiduous thaa 
others in frequenting public worfhip ; hot 
like others, glad to catch at excufes, and to 
fabricate pretences for being abfent ; but 
contriving leifure, and fubraittingto world- 
ly inconvenience, and even lofs, that their 
attendance on the Houfe of God may not 
be interrupted. You perceive them fcru- 
puloufly regular in prefenting themfelves at 
the facramental table. You perceive them 
dedicating thofe parts of the fabbath, which 
are unoccupied by public devotion, not to 
idlenefs, not to trifles, not to the adjuft- 
ment of domeftic concerns, but to pious 
meditation, to religious reading, to edify- 
ing difcourfe, to works of mercy; not par- 
ing off corners and pilfering away frag- 
ments for fecular employments s not fluftu- 

ating 
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ating with an internal fti'uggle between 
confdence and Mammon ; not weary and 
irbpatient like the Jews> who tarned again 
and again their eyes to the dial, and ex- 
claimed^ " When will the Sabbath be gonCy 
" that we may fet forth 'wbeat^T' not £hort- 
cning the morning by ftudied lazinefo; not 
purloining the afternoon for fcftivities.of 
the table; nor, under the fcanty femblance 
of devotion, pijjftituting the evmiing to 
mufical recreation; but faithfully conceding 
the whole period of facred reft to fuch occu- 
pations as befit the day which God has 
hallowed unto himfelf ; fuch occupations as 
comport with a fpecial preparation for eter-. 
nity; fuch occupations as are confiftent 
with the tranquillity, leifure, and edification 
of their houfeholds ; fuch occupations as are 
adapted to caufe the day to be a blefllng to 
their fouls. In the midft of this their 
Chriftian ftriftnefs, you behold no ofteur 
tation, no fuperftition, no fournefs, no 
gloom. You fee fomething in their manner 
and deportment which fhews that this fer- 
vice is not a matter of form, but that it 
comes from the heart : that the. man 
does not render it by conftraint, but 
that he would be unhappy if he did not 

* Ames, viu..5. 
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render it. You daily perceive them in pri- 
vate cultivating an intercourfe with God 
in prayer : and by devout ftudy and fub- 
fequeiU: reflection, gaining more and more 
knowledge of the divine will, and of the 
method of falvation. In the common deal* 
iags of life, you fee them bringing rehgion 
into praftice; cdnfcientioufly making it 
their objcft to be upright, punftual, mo- 
derate, and benevolent in all their tranfac- 
tions ; purfuipg their worldly callings with 
diligence, but purfuing them on Chriftian 
principles, and with Chriftian compofure ; 
not Jlothftd in bufinefs^ yet in their bufineis, 
and by their bufiriefs, ferving the Lord ; 
not elated by fuccefs, not repining under 
difappointment ; not grafping, not avari- 
cious, not envious, not full of care, but 
ftri ving calmly and fteadily to perform 
their duty, and cheerfully leaving the event 
in the hands of God. In their families 
you behold them quiet, coniiderate, affec- 
tionate, patterns of kind tempers, abound- 
ing in kind aftions ; letting their faces 
againft folly, againft vanity, againft the 
appearance of evil i againft pernicious cuf^ 
toms, however popular, however widely 
diffufed ; and taking pains day by day to 
train their houfehold in the nurture and 

admonition 
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admonition of the Lord. Univerfally yoti 
difccrn that their defire is to do all to the 
glory of God, that God may in all things 
be glorified through Jefus Chrift ; t& cru- 
dfy the flefti with its afFeftions and lufts 5 
to feek not their own things, but the 
things which are Jefus Chrift's ; to live 
Hot unto themfelves, but unto Chrift who 
died for them; to adorn the doftrine of 
God their Saviour in all things 5 and to 
omit no means and opportunities which 
can difcreetly be embraced for the purpofe 
of attrafting others to the knowledge and 
love of genuine religion. When they con- 
verfe in the retired circle of their friends 
on facred fubje£ls ; you read in their coun- 
tenances the intereft which pervades the 
heart. You behold them labouring to grow 
in grace : not ftationary in religion, but 
making a progrefs 5 laying up more and 
more treafure in heaven 5 preffing forward 
towards the mark ; advancing onward to- 
wards perfeftioii. For thefe men are not 
perfcft : they are ftill frail and finfuL You 
behold among them many humbling in- 
ftanees of infirmity, many fins of furprife, 
manyproofsofthepoweroftemptation,many 
tokens and effedls . of inherent corruption. 
But they do not allow themfclvej in fin. 
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They abhor it ; they fight againft it ; they 
fufFer it not to obt^n the dominion over 
them ; they oppofe it in the armour o£ 
God, in the ftrength of his ' grace ; they 
bitterly repent when they havfe fallen into 
tranfgreffion : they fervently fue for par- 
don thi'ough the great atonement: they 
derive from their fall additional, motives ta 
felf-abafement, watchfulnefs, and player* 
Why is it that this clafs of profeffed Chrif- 
tians exemplify the picture which has been 
drawn ? Why is it that they are real Chris- 
tians ? Becaufe they have believed. Why 
is it that they have believed ? Becaufe they 
have inclined their ear unto the things 
which were fpoken. They have not re-*- 
fifted the Holy Ghoft. They have bowed 
to the influence of divine grace. Therefore 
God hath taken away the heart of ftqne^ 
and given to them a heart of flefli 3 a hea^t 
foftened, purified, andfanfUfiedj a heart 
replete with fpiritual und^rftanding, and 
fpiritual defires* Therefore they are con- 
verted from darknefs to light. Therefore 
God hath healed them. 

11. Let us turn pur thoughts to thofe 

who believe not. . ^ 
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1 mean not now to dire£l your atten- 
tion to avowed infidels. I fpeak of perfons 
who pfofefs to know Chrift, to believe in 
Chrift, but by their works deny him. Even 
fef thefe men a minute defcription is not 
neceffary. They are in all points the re-^ 
verfc of thofe who believe. Their attend-' 
ance on the public fervice of God, and on 
the other outward ordinances of Chrifti- 
anity is uncertain, languid and formal. 
The Sabbath is a burden to them; ahd 
Aey arc happy when the clofe of it releafcsf 
them from their conftrained abftinence, if 
indeed they have pra6lifed abftinence, from 
worldly occupations. The Bible rcfts- t>n 
their (helves: or the pcrufal of it is re- 
garded as a talk, and is performed heavily^ 
mechanically, fuperficially. Private prayet',, 
if hot negleftcd, is wearifome and lifelefs. 
Follow them through the daily occurrences 
of aftivc employmait, and you difcem no 
traces of a religious fpirit. You fee them 
felfifh, overbearing, fenfual, contentious, 
worldly-minded. God is not in their 
thoughts. His name may fupply the tongue 
with unhallowed exclamations: but his 
fear is foreign to the heart. They think not 
•f their baptifinal vow. They renounce not' 

the 



H 



On Believers and Unbeliever 3^ 

the devil and all his works, the pomps and 
vanities of this wicked world, aiid all the 
iinful Infts of the flcfh. They leave not all 
to follow Chrift : in fad, they leawf litrie 
for the fake of following him. Each in^ 
divixlual referves the indulgence of Kvi 
fiivoiirite propenfity. One is profane^ 
another unchaile, a third envious, a fourth 
difhoneft, a fifth intemperate, a fixlli co^ 
vetous. Some unite feveral of thefe ha^ 
bits of wickednefs. In their domeftic rela« 
tions they^ are harfh, capricious, uninftruc^ 
tive 5 Meager in every fcheme or purpofe 
cohine£ted with intereit, or with pleafure % 
lukewarm or indifferent in all the coocems^ 
of religion. Sin they reprcfiMit as venialy 
becaulle statural s or as of little momgnt, be-* 
caufel^d is merciful 5 or as fulEciently 
compenfiited by fo^ne attendant good ac- 
tibns or- amiabk quaMes ; or as certaifi of 
forgivenefg; if not extremely heinous, be- 
cau& Chrift has made an atonements The 
compreheniive outUiies of a general j]46ture 
cannot in every point follow the variety of 
individual countenances. But in prominent 
features all the individuals of the clafs in' 
vkw Juftify this reprefentation. Why is 
it that they juftify it ? Becauie they believe 
not. Why is it that they do not believe ? 

n 2 Becaufe 
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Becaufe by carnal gratification their heart i» 
waxed grofs; becaufe by wilful inattention 
theh^ ears have become dtiUof hearing^; 'be- 
Ctofe through averfion to th&lighl thfeif eyes 
they have clofed. They aife Tiabituallylin-- 
holy in theirinclinations and purpofesi and 
therefore have.no real iaith. They. are die 
wilHog jfervants.of firi ;* and; ther^feaebelong 
not tQ.God. They a^e Chriftians-, only in 
nafhe'j' and therefore are. not Ghriftians;; • 
* - T;a which of tfee two claffcs does, each of 
u« belong ? This is a queftion to. vi^hidxQur; 
own bofoms^ if we fairly examkiC) tljen^ 
wUl fcarcely i^i\ to giye a true. re]^. . Lefc 
me-j^eratcly addrefs. to per fonsr of each! 
^lafs: ifbnsc fb?f- words of admonitiori, ♦ : : 
. ^ Jf onjfearchingiyaurJb^artsy underca.dc^p 
CjCfnvii^idnof-.the fije^wency aindctihecx- 
trc^ae danger of felf-cfeceptipn,:you][dreceive. 
the anfwef of a goods, coni^ierice towardsr 
Gpfl,. witneffing the fincerity of ybufrfa^h;. 
be; filled with gratitude to the;Au|iioprcrf> 
every good :gift, by>wl^*9ft:^'* is given ^ ttnfo 
you,' as upto- the Phil}ppian9;.-ft? klie^e on . 
Jefus Chriji (d). ; . Thanks be to^ God,: ex- 
claimed St. Paul,y2?r his unfpeakahk grft (f). 
Was this language merely th6 lahguage,of 
Aif lips ? It was the language of his aftions ; 

, \d) Philipp. i. 25. [/) 2 Cpr. ix. 15. v 
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the langvtege of his love^ of his zeal, of his 
patient endurance, of his unceaifing toil, 
of his multiplied fufFerings, of his trium- 
phant death. Conftrained by the love of . 
Chrift, he lived unto Chisift . Live ye unto 
.Chrift, who has died for you alfo. Give all 
diligence to make your calling and election 
lure. Refleft what numbers have been 
found in all ages of the Chriftian chiirch; 
who, after they had walked for a tfme in 
the ways of righteoufnefs, have returned 
unto the world which they had abandoned, 
halve become the flaves of fin which they 
had renounced, D etnas, faith St, Paul; 
bath forfaken me^ having loved this prefent 
we?r/^ (/). . .That Demas, who had heea 
thexrompanion of the Apoftlein his pilgrim- 
age and his miniftry, forlbok him. How^ 
many has the love of the world, the love of 
6afe, the love of gain, the love of power/ 
the love of human praife; perfuaded,' like 
Demas, to turn their backs upon Chrifl ! 
Refleft on the peril attendant on every ftep^* 
when, ceafing to climb the ■ path which- 
paints, towards heaven, the unhappy victim . 
of temptation turns down, the fteep which 
leads to deftruftion ! Refle£t oji the detri-: 
ment : to the general interefts of rejigion, . 

* ^- \ ' ^ '-(/') 2 Tim, iyvio. - ' / 
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the fcafidal to the Chriftian name^ the dif« 
Cburagement of the pious, the exulting 
icoffo of the wicked, occafioned by the faU 
of thofe who have been confidered as eilab- 
liihed examples o^ the faith ! Be not higb- 
minded^ but fear. Let him that thinketh 
he ftandeth, take heed left he falL Look 
back on the nUmberlefs inftances of tranA' 
greffion which your lives have exhibited 
fince you have profeffed to. be followers 
in earneft of Jefus Chrift. Look back on 
the inftances, equally furpaf&ng number, o£ 
wafted opportunities, of negleftcd duty* 
Call to mind your coldnefs in prayer, yout 
languid application to religious ftudy, your 
leaning to the world, your pronefie& to 
give way to enfnaring cuftx)ms, your un^ 
chaftifed tempers, your fecret and bcictting 
fins. Whatever may have been your Chrif. 
tian progrefs ; do you not even yet difco^ 
ver within your heart fo much of the 
power of evil, that you have reafon daily 
to fhudder left you fhould be altogether 
overcome ? If you have hope that you are 
a fervant of Chrift 5 rejoice in your hope : 
but rejoice with trembling. Diftruft your- 
felf : rely wholly upon God : pray without 
ceafing : be not weary of well-doing : and 
you fhall be^ftrengthened and upheld by all- 
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fiifiident grace. This is the victory %vbid5 
overcometh the worlds even yonr faith {g). 

. If there are thofe among you who prac- 
tically believe not ; let them mark the full 
cnoimity of their guilt; fFo unto thee^ Cho^ 
razin^ faid our Lordj tFo unto thee Bethfaidai 
For if the mighty works which were done^ ifi 
you had been done in Tyre and Sidon^ they 
would have repented long ago infackloth and 
ajbes. I fay unto you, itfhallbe more tolera^^ 
hie for Tyre and Sidon at the day of fudge^ 
went than for you {h). In this denunciation 
of our bleffed Saviour, read his warning to ' 
yourfdves. To you the things of eternal 
life, though yoip4^4)elieve them not, have 
t)ecn fpoken. To you, though you reje6l: 
them, they hdve been unremittingly de- 
clared. To ^u, though you have clofed 
your eyes, they have been difplayed in the 
Scriptures. To you, though you have fhut 
your ears, they have been unceafingly 
proclaimed by the minifters of the Gofpel. . 
To you God has offered the iljercy, though 
you have thruft it away, of being con- 
verted and healed. How many unin- 
ftrufted Heathens, lying like Tyre and 
Sidon of old, in darknefs and the fhadow of 
death, would long ago have glorified God 

X Johfty V. 4. (b) Matth. xi. 21,22. 
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by repentance in fackcloth and aflies, if the 
light of divine truth,, which has been 
poured upon you in vain, had been vouch- 
fafcd untQ them ! How many idolaters would 
have broken and burned their images; 
while you have cheriftied the idols of your 
heart ! How many favagcs would have re-^ 
iinquifhed their cruel and abominable pracr 
tices 5 while you have ftrengthened your- 
felf in your wickednefs ! How many would 
have turned . unto God, while you have 
difobeyed his call ! How many would have 
laid down their lives for the faith of Chiift j 
while you have ciTicified the Son of God 
afrefli, and trodden un4pr foot, as an un* 
holy thing, the blood of the covenant where- 
with you were fan6lified! How many 
would have welcomed the regenerating in^ 
iluence of the Holy Ghoft; while you 
have hardened your hearts, and done de-f^ 
fpite unto the Spirit of grace I They 
who have finned without the Gofpdi 
Ihall be judged without the Gofpel ; they 
ihall be judged according to the dilpenfa- 
Jtion under which they were placed. But if 
with undcrftandings convinced of the truth 
of Chriftianity, we remain adverfe in heart 
tp its fanftifying power j if with the un^ 
clouded blaze of evangelical light brfojre us 
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we perfift in the paths of darknefs ; there 
remaineth no more facrifice for fin ; but a 
ccitain fearful looking for of judgment 
and fiery indignation. > Therrfore fhall it 
be more tolerable, if you perfift in refufing 
to believe and obey tlie things which have 
been fpoken ; therefore fhall it be more 
tolerable at the day of judgement for the 
idolatrous Heathen than for you. 
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Luke^ vii* 3 1 . 

'And the Lord /aid ; Whereunto then Jhall I 
liken the Men of this Generafion? 

TN the education of youth, parental wif- 
dom and kindnefs difplay themfelves, not 
only by the aptnefs> but by the diverfity of 
the means felefted for the accomplifhment 
of the purpofe in view. It is not merely 
that the father places at diftinft periods 
before lus child opportunities and fubjeftsof 
inftruftion feverally fitted to the progref- 
five growth and expanlion of the mind. 
He ftudies the charafter of his offspring, 
and labours to provide inftruftors fpecially 
fitted for the correflion of its defefts. If 
the appointed preceptors have expended, 
and expended without adequate fruit, the 
exertion from which, inconfequence of their 
talents and demeanour, a fuccefsful refult 

might 
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might reafonably have been anticipated; 
the father looks around for others, if not 
more able than the former, yet fo far differ- 
ing from than in peculiarity of difpofition 
and deportment as to be better adapted to 
make, under exifting circumftances, an 
impreffion on the imderftanding and the 
heart. If the floth and perverfenefs of the 
pupil obftinately refift, neither fubdued by 
principle, nor fhaken by argument, nor 
awed by ftriftnefs, nor won by conciliation; 
the ends of his education are defeated : but 
let him not charge his ruin on his parent. 
The Lord of earth and heaven permits 
men to call Him Father. He deals with 
them as his children. In the fucceflivc 
difpenfations by which he revealed himfelf 
to Adam, to Noah, to Abraham, to the 
people of Ifrael, he adapted his communi*^ 
cations to the aftual ftateof the human race* 
In his fuperintending intercourfe with the 
twelve rebellious tribes, we behold him 
fending forth meffengers diftinguiftied fixmi 
each other, and recommended to the peo- 
ple, by every leading variety of qualificaticMi 
fuited to command or to allure attention. 
The fublimity of Ifaiah, the fimplicity of 
Haggai, the vehemence of Ezekiel, the 
pathos of Jeremiah, the fratentious abrupt* 

nefs 
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n^ of Hofea, the allegorical imagery of 
Joel, are equally Employed to coavey the 
voice of the Moft High; to awaken the 
cohfcience of regardlefs arid. apoftate man. 
Heaty Heavens ! Give, xar^ : . Q Earth ! 
What /:ould have been done \ more Jo my, vine-^ 
yard that I have not done in it:? 
' In an earlier part of the chapter to which 
the text has guided our thoughts, our Sa* 
viour had enlarged in the higheft- terms of 
commendation concerning the charafter.of 
John the Baptift: and at the .lame time liad 
remiindedthe Jews, that the moft figrial of 
the marks of honour by which John had 
been diftinguilhed from above was his comr 
miflion to, prepare the way of the Mefliajh, 
His difcoiirfe he concluded with the follow- 
ing expoftulation. 

Whereunto then jhall I liken the men of 
this generation ? And to what are they like t 
They are like unto children Jitting in the 
market-place y and calling one to another y and 
faying *y We have piped unto you y and ye have, 
not ddhced: we have mourned unto you ^ and 
ye. have not wept. For John the Baptiji 
came neither eating bready nor drinking 
wine: and ye fay ^ " He hath a Devils 
The^Son of man i^s come eating and drinking : 
and ye fay y " Behold a gluttonous man and a : 

• i " wine bibber. : 



^^.winebibber; a, friend of publicans and 

^^Jinnersr But tvifdom hjuftified of all her 

children. 

: I defign, inithe firfl: place, to e3tplain this 

paffagie, and;afterwards to apply it to our 

own improvement. 

■• . . . ■ 

• ■ ' ■ ' 

: 1. Whereuntojhall.I liken the men ofthii 
generxttion ? And to what are they like ? 
It was the cuftom of our Lord to exehl- 
plify his mean^jng, aind to render his inftnic- 
tions inipreflive,. by. pertinent and familiar 
comparifons. He now reprefented himfelf 
as in pmfuit of a fimiHtude proper to illus- 
trate : the conduft of the ' Jews. Imme- 
diately he produces an cxaft irefemblance. 
T^be men of thix feneration ai^UkettnfochiU 
Aren fitting in the market^flaoe^ and calling 
onevto. the. other ^ and faying y We have piped 
unto.you^ and ye . have .not danced: we have 
mourned to you^.and ye have not wept. As 
though he. had faid : ". Have you never ob- 
*iifciyfidin the ftreets^ diflatisfied and obfti- 
'•natei children, fetting themfclves againft 
V.the ideaj.of being pleafed by their 
" pilaymates; and tiirning their kicks on 
S'.eviery fport propofed to them*?.. When 
^^ their, companions offered foriie mirthful 
*( amufement ; have you not feen the 
. i ' " others 
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*^' others fuUbenly itfafixig to join iii k ? 
^^ And when to engage their fancies and 
** meet their humours, the fiftitious rq>re« 
^* fcntation of fome forrowfiri circumftance 
^ was begun 5 have you not maj^ked ;the un* 
•* conquerable perverfenefs widi whidi they 
•* withheld their attention ? Now behold 
** their counterpart. Thus diffatisfied, thus 
^ obftinate, thus unconquerably pcrvcrfc; 
feave you proved yourfelvcs in your pro- 
ceedings widi refpeA to John the Baptift 
and myfdf. God, foHcitous that you 
^'' (hould be converted aiid live, has prdSed 
upon your acceptance ^e only method of 
ialvation, iaivation through my blood, the 
*' blood of ihe Lamb of God which taketb 
" away the fins of the worid, by two mrf- 
^^ fengers, widely differing eadi from the 
^t other in appearance and in habits of life.> 
y^^ the Eaptifi mme neither eating; iready 
f. nor drinking iwine.. He cauic not in foft 
clothing and living delicately. He dis- 
claimed not merely regal manfiosis, but 
the cuftomary abodes of men* His rai- 
^\ ment was fiu:kdoth, of camels* hair: his 
'^ meat locufts and wild honey: from his 
" ,birth hctafted not wine nor ftrong drink. 
** His dwelHng was in the wildemefs ; and 
*^ in the wiLdernefs he ihewed himfelf to 
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^ Ifrael under the auftere femblance of 
*^ Elijah. How were you imprefTed by his 
^^ foiomn demeanour, his abftra£lion from 
^^ the world, his unbending felf-denial? Un^ 
^' der all theie chara^leriftic marks did you 
^' acknowledge the preacher of repentance ?> 
** Tefaidy He hath a Devil. You exclaim** 
^^ ed, He is mad : he renounces the com-i 
'' mon comforts of life : he is a morofe.and 
** fuperftitious fanatic* He is under the de« 
luding power of an evil fpirit Let him* 
preach to the defert: regard him not.. 
Th6n came ^ the Son of Man eating and 
" drinking. Then began I my. miniftry 
" among you : then proclaimed I grace. 
" and life eternaL As ihe meflenger and 
" the author of peace and joy and endur-> 
" ing happinefs> 1 have fliunned all tokens 
" of aufterity. I have adopted no pecu- 
" liarity of appareL I have freq^^ented^ 
" your cities. I have not refufcd invita- 
" tions to your houfes. I have gratefully 
" accepted and temperately ufed the ordi^ 
" naiy gifts of God. I have ftudied not 
^^ to fhock your prejudices by unneceffary 
" rigour. I have endeavoured that my 
" private deportment as well as my public. 
" preaching fhould conciliate you to faith 
^^ and holinefs. What has been the confe- 

^^ quence ? 
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queiice? How have you reoeivcd irie? 
BeboUd gluifonou5,man arid a nvinebibber i 
a friend' of publicans e'dhd Jinfien. ■'■ Thofe 
wry circumftances in my conduft which 
were calculated for the purpofe of win- 
ning your regard, and difRiling inftruc- 
ttoir with greater efficacy, you have 
twifted into^ pretexts for calumny and 
*^'xirge as reafbns for denying me to be the 
^ Miiffiah. This Jefos of Nazareth,^ you 
^ exdaito, maintains flot that ftridlflefs of 
•^^^ manriers, that fevere fanftity of conduct, 
" ^hich become a prophet j and are indif- 
penfable" iti one who announces himfelf 
as more- than a prophet. He is a fre- 
quenter of feafts, and from motives^, we 
dt)ubt not, of fenfuality. The^ man isf 
** a iinneri and a companion of fifiners 3 art 
affociate eveu of the unhallowed publicans, 
whotn every Ifraelite of common piety 
" abhors, whom the Son of God would in- 
".ftantaneoiifly drive from his prefence. 
^ Thus ye revile and rejeft my forenmner 
andmyfelf. From oppofite proceedings 
you equally deduce pretences for flander, 
*^ and excufes for hardnefs of heart. No 
** mefleriger can be acceptable to thofe, who 
"are determined to fhut their ears to the 
*^ meflage. No preacher can render reli- 
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^ gion pleafing to men who wilfully aban- 
" don themfelves to the power of fin. But 
" does your refufal to hearken and obey 
" fhake the truth of our doftrines and de- 
*^ nunciations ? What if you do not be-. 
** lieve ? Shall your unbelief make the faith 
" of God of none efFe6l ? No. Wifdom 
*' is jufiified of her children. They who 
*' labour to prepare their hearts for the re- 
ception of religion, fhall glorify religion. 
Salvation through a crucified Redeemer, 
*^ which to your pride is a {tumbling block, 
" and to the pride of others fliall appear 
** fooliflmefs ; fhall be welcomed by the 
" humble and contrite as the power of God 
" and the wifdom of God. They who 
are willing to hearken with the teachable 
fpirit of children to the inftru6lion of 
heavenly wifdom, and with the affec- 
" tionate eamefl:nefs of children fhall con- 
" form their ways to her commands ; they 
" fhall adore the length and breadth and 
" depth and height of the unfearchableriches 
" of Chrifl: : they fhall jufHfy the ways of 
" their heavenly Father, who, while he 
" hideth his counfels from thofe who in 
** their own fight are wife and prudent, 
•* revcaleth them unto babes/' 
Vol. II. E 11. How 
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II» How fh^U we apply to our edifiV; 
cation the leflbns which this portion of 
Moly Scripture conveys ? 

Firft: Let us corifider it as a very unfa-*, 
vourable fymptom of the ftate pfour hearts 
if we difcov^r in ourfelves a propenfity ta 
cavil at religion ; and to impute blame tc^, 
thofeperlbns, whether minifters of the Gof- 
pel, or individuals among the laity, who by 
hplinefs of life and converfation, confpicij-! . 
,oufly demonftrate the power of faith. 

Since the day when ChrifUanity was pro- 
rftulgated, to raife falfe accufations againit 
the feiS^ants of God has been a- diftinguifh- 
ing feature in the conduft of^ the wickedv 
Some of the calumnies diffeminatf d by th» 

* * , . • «. * - - ' 

Jpws againft John the Baptift and ^ainft 
our Lord have ' recently been produced, 
Frpm other paflages in the Gofpels we learn»> 
that the enemies of Chrift feized eveiy Ipe- 
qous qccafion of loading him with oppro-^ . 
brioys names and imputations y of reprc- • 
Iqnting him as an impoftor, as a mover of 
f^ition, as a confpirator againft Caefar, as-, 
a^defpifer of the. Sabbath, as a blalj)hemer 
of tl^e teniplc) as a confederate with Beel- 
zebub. Spontaneoufly vanquifhed for a 
feafon by lies and the father of lies, Jcfusp 
Chrift gives up the ghoft. Malignity pur- 
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flies his Apoftles, Has fhe changed her 
weapons ? Hear St, Stephen charged with 
fpeaking blafphemous words againft Mofes 
and againft God. Hear Paul and Silas zo 
cufed at Thyatira, as exceedingly troubling 
the city^ and teaching unlawful cuftoms. 
When they had efcaped to Theffalonica, 
hear them again accufed as men who had 
turned the world upfide down. Behold 
St. Paul dragged before the judgement feat 
of the Governor of Corinth, on pretence 
that he perfuades men to worfhip God 
in a manner contrary to the law. Be- 
hold him afterwards profecuted before 
Felix as a peftilent fellow, and a mover of 
itedition throughout all the worlds Exa- 
mine his cpiftles. Do not you read many 
incidental proofe, that the preachers and 
followers of Chrift had inceflantly to con- 
tend with malicious falfehood ? Obferve, 
him in one paflage defending himfelf and 
his brethren againft the flanderous imputa- 
tion of holding the abominable maxim, that 
it is lawful to do evil that good may come. 
Mark him in^ others defer ibing them as de- 
famed, as labouring under diftionour and 
evil report, as accounted deceivers, as made 
a gazing-ftpck by reproaches, as reproached 
for the fake of Chrift. Our Saviour had 
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forewarned his difciples, that men fhoirlcf 
falfely fpeak all manner of evil concerning 
them for his fake. Contemplate the punc- 
tual accomplifhment of the prophecy. The 
anxiety with which St. Paul and St. Peter 
admonifh and enjoin their hearers to pro- 
vide things honeft in the fight of all men ; 
to walk honeftly in wifdom toward them 
that are without, towards the unbeliev- 
ing Jews as well as Gentiles ; to put 
to filence by well-doing, the ignorance 
of foolifh men > to fhew themfelves pat- 
terns of good works, that he that is of the 
contrary part may be aihamed, haying no 
evil thing to fay of them ^ to maintain a 
good confciencc, that whereas their enemies 
fpeak evil of them as of evil doers, all may 
be aihamed who falfely accufe their good 
cpnverfation in Chrift — Do not thefe car- 
neft, thefe reiterated admonitions and in* 
jun6lions exempt the Apoftles from all fut. 
picion of wilfully provoking the tongue of 
calumny ? ^ Do not they evince decided fo-^ 
licit ude, by patience and meeknefs, and the 
light of an irreproachable life, to guard 
Ghriftianity from obloquy, and by the ma- 
nifeilation of the fmits of the Spirit to lead 
men to glorify their Father who is ia 
heaven through fiith in the Lord Jefus ? 

Perufe 
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Penifc the records of the early ages of the 
Church. You difcover that there is fcarcely 
any crime, however enormous, however 
improbable, with which the Chriftians are 
Ti(3t charged by their enemies. Purfue the 
enquiry lower. You difcem, whenever any 
Chriftians have diftinguifhedthemfelves by 
oppofition to prevailing corruptions, and 
by earneftnefs in genuine religion, an unde- 
niable propenfity in others to blacken their 
charafters by mifreprefentation and re* 
proach. Now what has been the main 
fource of that hatred to Chrift and his fol- 
lowers, which has never ceafed to vent it- 
felf, among other methods, in flander? 
Hatred to the doftrine of Chrift : hatred to 
that felf-abafement which it inculcates: 
hatred to that holinefs which it exafts. 
They who have relblved to love darknefs 
rather than light hate him who molefts them 
in their darknefs, becaufe. they abominate 
the light by which their deeds would be 
reproved. They who fupinely flumber on 
the couch of fecurity endure not the man 
who diflnrbs their repofe and torments 
them with warnings of the neceflity of that 
exertion which they abhon They who 
have ftieathed themfelves in felf-righteouf- 
mS^ detgft the man who ftrips them of tlje 
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armour wherein they truft, and fliames 
them with the humiliating conviftion of 
their nakednefs. Hence alfo it is. that the 
determined votaries of iniquity calumniate 
not only the fervants of religion, but reli- 
gion itfelf. Sometimes, like the Jews, who 
through averfion to the do6lrine of John 
the Baptift denominated him a morofe fa<. 
natic, they defcribe the reftraints which 
Chriftianity impofes on the evil inclinations 
of men as a yoke of intolerable bondage. 
They declaim againft the Gofpel as a fyftem 
of hardfhip and rigour; as making no allow- 
,ance fbr hum^n infirmities ; as prohibiting 
the indulgence of innocent defires, and the 
.enjoyment of the eafe and confolations of 
focial life. If they are not thus open in 
.their cenfures, they betray their fecret 
thoughts by inveftives againft eveky one 
who delineates the corruption of human 
nature, the guilt and confequences of fin, 
and the import and extent of human duty, 
faithfully and zealoufly according to the 
Scriptures ; and by their own reprefenta- 
. tions of religion as neither unfolding thofe 
. views of the depravity and helplefsnefs of 
. man, nor urging thofe demands of conftant 
, watchfulnefs and ftedfaft purity, which the 
pcrfons whom they deride as righteous 

overmuch 
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overmuch difcover in every page of the 
Word of God. At other times, a? the ene- 
mies of Chrift reviled him as addicted to 
fenful indulgences, they mifreprefent fomc 
of the leading doftrines of the Gofpel as 
virtually affording encoura^emeij't to immo- 
rality:: and with fmgular eagernefs fet them- 
felves in array againft the fundamental 
principle of redemption, that man is to be 
juftified in no refpefl or degree by works of 
his own, but entirely by faith in Chrift, ai 
though it rendered good works unnecet- 
fary and fubverted and fwept away the 
ground-work of holinefs. It is thus that, 
by ihultiferious and contradi6lory (landers, 
Wicked men labour to render true religion 
abfilrd, contemptible, and odious, in order 
to provide an apology^or their own difobe- 
.dicnce and unbelief. If you difcover iij 
your own bofom thofe difpofitions, whicH 
you perceive to have always prevailed in 
ihe breafts of the wicked ^ ai*e you not con- 
ftrained to infer that your mind exhibits a 
rubftantial refernblance to theirs ? If you 
iJifcer^ ^ lurking inclination to be diffatis- 
fied with the doftrines and precepts of 
the Bible j if you dete6l a fecret pleafure 
xii raifing or hearing objeftions againft 
parts of the Scriptuin^sj if you perceive 
- E 4 ydurfelf 
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yourfclf gladly fnatching at pretexts for 
depreciating . the principles and cenfuring 
the conduft of religious men } is it not evi- 
dent that you have not a warm and cordial 
love for religion ? Your heart is not right 
with God, Delude not yourfelves by whif- 
pering to your confciences that, although 
you muft admit the truth and the relevancy 
of the preceding obfervations, you occa- 
sionally make refpeftful mention of reli- 
gion, and pay a decent regard to her ordi- 
nances and to many of her injunftions. 
The Scribes and Pharifees talked, according 
to their own views of the fubjeft, largely 
of religion ; and in fome points were punc- 
tilious obfervers of the law. But you know 
that their religion was not the religion of 
the Scriptures. You know that in body 
^d foul they were devoted to wickednefs* 
See that your religion be the religion of 
Chrift Jefus. See that you love that reli-r 
gion. If you do not feel pain when it i$ 
contemptuoufly treated, if you are not 
grieved when its followers ai*e calumniated ; 
jn the bottom of your heart you love it 
jiot. 

Secondly : If, through the influence oiF 
divine grace, you have been brought to 
th? love of religion;, wonder not, nor be 

difcouraged^ 
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difcouraged, when you hear the truths of 
the Golpel llandered, or yourfelf made the 
theme of evil-fpeaking for their feke. Thus 
it always has been 5 and thus^ until ChriA 
tianity fhall have eftablifhed a more general 
dominion over the hearts of thofe who 
avow themfeives her fubjefls, it always 
will be. Evil men, whether regarding the 
man of piety as a fool and a fanatic ; or 
confcious that 4ie is a far more religious 
charafter than themfeives, and feeling hi* 
fuperiority as a reproach; will afTuredly 
be on the watch to contrive opportunities 
of degrading him in public efteem, of fixing 
fome name of obloquy upon him, and of 
(diiparaging thofe views of religion whidi 
have condufted him to excellence in holi- 
nefs. If you are a zealous fervant of God^ 
prepare to behold many of your pureft in- 
tentions mifconftrued; prepare to hear 
yourfelf reproved and vilified for aftioM, 
which, according to a more equitable in* 
terpretation, njight have been deemed wor* 
thy of praife. Prepare yourfelf to hear 
principles afcribed to you the reverfe of 
thofe. which you hold, the reverfe of thofe 
which you publicly maintain. Prepare to 
hear epithets and appellations borrowed 
from pbjioxious fcdtsj fsiSts, it may be, 

from 
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from whofe errors you may have been the 
inftrument in the haind of God of refcuing 
or guarding wealcer brethren y prepare to 
•hear then! borrowed for the purpofe of fix>. 
ing the odium of thofe errors upon your- 
•felf. What is the leflbn which this expec>- 
tation fhould teach you? Itfhould teach yoil 
iiow great is the folly of folicitude for the 
applaufe of men. When you dcferve blame, 
encomiums may be poured out upon you j 
when you have the faireft claim to appror 
bation, you may be repelled with cenfurc 
and contempt. 

But let the fervant of Chrift not only be 
indifferent as to general applaufe. Let 
him be jealous over himfelf, if it fhould 
fall to his lot. Wo unto you^ faid our Lord, 
I to his difciples, when all men /peak nvell 
efyou : for Jo did their fathers unto thefalfe 
frophets^. If you are thus praifed by thJi 
world; examine yourfelf. Is it not.be.- 
caui^ you arc conformed to the evil prin^ 
ciples and praftices of the world ? Is it not 
becaufe you live to the world, not unto 
Chrifl ? The world will love its own. Men 
V)illpraife thee^ faith pavid, when thou dqft 
tvell to thyfelf'f. If you are fuccefsfiil in 
your worldly plans j if you give the reins 

to 
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vanity and pleafure; if you devote your 
riches to fplendid and luxurious enjoyment j 
then it is that the world will flatter you 
and proclaim you happy. Live to the 
world, and the world will applaud you* 
Live to Chrift, and an evil world will npt 
fail to revile and condemn you. How 
righteous, how rational, is the judgment of 
Holy Writ ! How equitable is the condem- 
nation which the Scriptures pronounce 
againft thofe who love the praife of mca' 
more than the praife of God ! 

Be ye, my brethren, fervants of the Moft 
High. Seek His favour. Give no real 
occafion to others to fpeak evil of you. 
Abftain even from the appearance of evil. 
There let anxiety ceafe. Be not uneafy as 
' to the opinions of men. Be not depreffed 
by the lofs of human approbation* *Be not 
tlated nor enfnared by poffefling it. Let it 
be your main folicitude to be found among 
thofe wbofe praife is not of men but of God. 
Chrift is not like the world, anundifceming, 
a capricious, an unjuft, a forgetful mafter. 
The Lord will come, who will both bring 
to light the hidden things ofdarknefs^ and will 
make manifef the counfels of the heart : and 
then.Jkqll every mariy every true Chrijftian, 

have 
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bave praife of God'^ . That praife is praifc 
ihdeed. That praife endureth for ever. 

Thirdly: Juftify wifdom, juftify true 
religion, by manifefting yourfelves to be 
her children. Draw not from the preceding 
obfervations a conclufion which they do not 
warrant. If you are cenfured by the world 
on account of your opinions, or your con- 
duft, repefling religion; imagine not that 
the cenfure is a proof that you are religious. 
The cenfure of the world though often mif- 
placed, is not always mifplaced. If you arc 
charged with having judged erroneoufly, it 
may be that you have judged erroneoufly. If 
you are accufed of having afted amifs j ypu 
jnaay have a6led amifs. If enthufiafm or 
fanaticifm be imputed to you ; perhaps you 
more or lefs deferve the imputation. Let 
the cenfure and the praife of others equally 
fend you to your Bibfe. Search the word 
of truth. Compare your religious opinions, 
your religious praftice, with the doftrines 
and commandments of your Lord. Confult 
him, in his revealed word, with an humble, 
and teachable heart, as a child liflens to its 
inftruftor. It was in vain tliat John the 
Baptift preached to the fcornful and hard- 
ened Pharifees 5 that generation of vipers, 

• • • 
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who, though defirous to efcape the wrath 
to come, would not abandon their fins, and 
bring forth fruits meet for repentance. It 
was in vain that Jefus Chrift addreffed him- 
fclf to that felf-righteous race, who trufted 
in their own imaginary merits, and defpifed 
the offered atonement of a Saviour. My 
fofty if thou wilt incline thine ear unto wifdom^ 
and apply (bine heart to underjianding : if 
tboufeekejl her as fiver ^ andfearchefifor her 
as for bid treafures : then f: alt thou under^ 
fiand the fear of the Lord^ and find the know-- 
ledge of God. For the Lord giveth ivifdom : 
out of his mouth cometh knowledge and under- 
funding'^. When with reverence and fub- 
miffion you have liftened to the words of 
wifdom, recorded from his mouth in the 
Gofpel, ftrive, through the influence of his 
Holy Spirit, to obey them as an affeflionatfe 
child obeys its parent. Let your faith prove 
itfelf by its fruits. At the fame timie that 
you are found in dodlrine, be a pattern of 
every good work. So fhall you be the 
children of wifdom : fo fhall you juftify 
wifdom. So fhall you evince that Chrift 
Jefus is npiade unto you, wifdom, and righte- 
oufnefs and fanftification, and redemption. 
Sa fhall you glorify God in the way of fal- 

* ProY. ii. X — 6. 
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vation. So fliall you recommend the way 
of falvation to mankind* 

« 

If you thus juftify wifdom, behold the 
hour approaches, when before the aflem* 
bled world wifdofti fhall juftify you. Fear 
him who can caft both body and foul into 
hell. But fear ye not the reproach of mem 
neither be ye afraid of their revilingSi 
Behold the hour cometh, when Chrift fhall 
render to every man according to his deeds. 
^heJi Jloall the righteous man Jl and in great 
boldnefs before the face offuch as have affiiSted 
him^ and made no account of his labours. When 
they fee it^ they Jhall be troubled with terrible 
fear : and Jhall be amazed at the Jlrangenefs 
tf his fal^ation^ fo far beyond all that they 
looked for. And they^ repenting^ and groaning 
for aHguiJh offpirit^ Jhall fay within theni^ 
f elves ; " T'his was he whom we had fometinii 
" in derifon^ and a proverb of reproach. We 
^* fools accounted his life.madnefs ; and his end- 
" to be without honour. How is he numbered 
^^ with the children of Godt and his lot is 
** among the faints* T 

• Wifdom, V. i-*-5. 
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SERMON iV. 



On coming unto Jesus Christ for life 



John, v. 40. 

7te will not come unto tne^ that ye migbi 

have life 4 ^ 

QtrPPOSE a legiflator, anxious to deter 
^ his fubjefts from the commiflion of at 
particular crime, were to annex to it, as a 
penal confequence, the total confifcatioft of 
property. Suppofe an individual, fore-* 
warned of the impending dfefts of difobe- 
dience, wilfully to commit the crime; 
Confifcation enfues. Th^ inheritance de- 
figned for his children is intercepted- 
Suppofe the children arrived at m^nhood^ 
and treading in the fteps of their, father. 
Suppofe them habitually trampling upon^ 
ftatutes, which they feel thenvfelves bound 
by ties of duty to obey ^ and manifefttng 
by efforts of impotent treafon inherent 

malevolenci? 



64 On coming unto Jejus Chrififor Life4 

malevolence againft the legiflator. Sup- 
pofe that legiflator, however rigorous in 
juflice, equally abundant in mercy : how^ 
ever refblnte to maintain the honour of his 
law, equally folicitous to remove every 
impediment to the cxercife of overflowing 
kindnefs towards tranfgreflbrs. Suppofe 
him, however arduous the taflc, to have 
devifed a method, by which, without en- 
croachment on the principles of reftitude, 
without depreciation of his authority, with- 
out encouragement to offences, the forfeited 
inheritance may be refliorcd j every accef- 
fion of punifliment which has been incur- 
red be averted; and new poflTeflions, far 
furpafllng the patrimony which by guilt 
was iofl:, be fiipperadded. Suppofe the at- 
tainment of thefe bleflings, the gifts of free 
mercy, to be efieftually placed on equitable 
and cafy conditions within the reach of the 
offenders. What if you were to hear that 
the bleffings are defpifed ;- that the offer is 
rejefted? Should you credit the intelli- 
gence ? Should you conceive that the an- ' 
nals of the world could furnifh many ex- 
amples of fimilar infanity ? Should you 
apprehend that in the moft enlightened 
regions fimilar infajiity is frequent at this 
hour ? Should you believe that it i^ but 

needful 
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needful to call your eyes round the circle 
in which you move, to witnefs many a 
correfponding Ijpeftacle of frenzy ? Should 
you believe that at this hour there may be 
exhibited a kindred fpe6lacle of frenzy by 
yourfelf ? 

Our Saviour, as we learn from the for- 
mer part of the chapter before us, had 
^ven extreme offence to the Jews by ex* 
prefiions which they juftly underftood as 
a diftinft affirmation of his divinity. He 
proceeded therefore to declare to theni 
Ac glorious and pre-eminent power, with 
which he was, in his human nature, en- 
tmfted by his Father. One brahdi of thi* 
power was to raife all mankind from the 
graye. As the Father raifeth up the dead^ 
Oftd quickeneth them j evenfo the Son quick^ 
eneth whom he will. Another was to judge 
the world. I'he Father judgeth no man^ 
but hath committed all judgment unto the Son: 
that all men may honour the Son even as they 
honour the Father. To thcfe declarations our 
Lord, after fome collateral and explanatorjT 
difcuffion, fubjoined the emphatical wordJ 
of the text ? Te will not come unto me^ that yi 
might h^ve life. In thefe words three fafts 
were implied. Firft : Th^at the Jews were 
not at that time pofleied of life; nor capable 
Vpt/ IL F of 
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of obtaining it by their own exertions.* 
They were in a ftate of death. They 
were in a ftate of condemnation as. finners. 
Eternal deftru6lion hung over their heads: 
and from that deftru6tion they were of 
themfelves unable to deliver their fouls. 
Secondly. A method of obtaining life was 
provided and made known unto them; 
namely, to come unto Chrift. God had 
openly fet forth' his Son, from eternity a 
partaker of the Godhead, to be a propitia- 
tion for the fins of mankind ; to purchafe 
falvation by his blood ; to reveal to men the 
path of righteoufnefs, and to enable them 
to purfue it. Thirdly : The Jews had the 
power of coming unto Chrift, and of thus 
obtaining life. On another occalion, our 
Lord affirmed, as an univerfal truth ; No 
man can come unto me^ except the Father^ 
which hath fent me^ draw bint by. the puri- 
fying influence of the Holy Spirit on the 
heart. But the terms in which he addjrefled 
the multitude, " Ye wiU not come unto 
me," prove, that to them, as unto all to 
whom the gofpel was preached, the requi- 
fite affiftance was vouchfafed from above ; 
and that their refufal to feek falvation. 
through Hiiu was their own voluntary deed. 
" Do you conceive tiiat thefe momentous 

: ■ truths 
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truths have no other reference than to the 
Jews ? They relate to all men. All men 

equally with the Jews have inhierited from 
the common anceftor of all the fame cor- 
rupt nature. All men, like the Jews, have 
incurred the wrath of God, and plunged 
themfelves into a ftate of death and con- 
demnation, by breaking his Law : and are 
equally incapable of fatisfying his juftice, 
and delivering themfelves from punifhment, 
by any ftrength or wifdom of their own. 
To all men, as unto the Jews, life, an. eter- 
nal life of happinefs, is offered. To all 
men Jefus Chrift is propofed as the Author 
and only giver of falvation . To all men 
grace is extended from above, to render 
them capable of coming unto Chrift effec- 
tually for pardon, for bleffednefs everlafting. 
On all men power and affiftance fufEcient 
progrcflively to incline and enable them, if 
they refift not the Holy Spirit, to come unto 
Chrift and attain falvation, are mercifully 
beftowed. And every man, who perifhes iu 
confequence of not coming unto Chrift, 
perifhes becaufe, though in every refpedt 
enabled to come, he will not come unto the 
appointed Saviour that he might have life. 
Perhaps, however, you may be difpofed 
to conclude that you have already obeyed 
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the command of coming unto the Lord 
Jefus* May 6od grant that you, may be 
warranted in that conclufidn ! But on what 
grounds have you formed it ? Do you con- 
elude that you hare come unto Chrift, 
becauie you were born in a Chriftian coun*- 
try; were baptifcd^ into the Chriftian 
Church 5 have been accuftomed to attend 
Chriftan worfhip, and to profefs yourfelvcs 
Chriftians ? All thefe fteps may have been 
taken, and you may ftill be in a ftate of 
death. Were not the^ Jews outwardly 
members of the true church of God in 
their day ? Had not the;y been received into 
that church, according to the ordinance of 
God, in their infancy ? Had not they been 
trained up in attendance on the Synagogue 
and the temple ! Were not they zealous 
for the forms of their religipn, and eager 
to profefs themfelves the people of God ? 
Yet how doe^ our Saviour addrefs them ? 
As men under the fentence of condemn- 
ation. My bretheren, to be a real Chriftian 
is not to be a Chriftian in name and pro- 
feflion ; but to be irt heart and conduft, as 
becometh the doftrine of Chrift. And no 
man is in heart and conduft a true difciplc 
of our Lord, who has not come unto Him 
that he might have life» 

J I That 
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That you may be affifted in judging 
every one for himfelf, whether you have 
come unto Chrift that ye might have life j 
or whether, like the Jews, you have 
hithereto refufed to liften to his call ; I pro- 
pofc, in the firft place, to fet before you 
fotne of the circumftances which hinder 
men from coming unto Chrift: then to 
explain the manner in which you are to 
come unto him effeftually for falvation ; and 
afterwards to make a ihort and practical 
application of the fubjeft. 

• 

I. Among the circumftances by which 
individuals are reftraincd from having 
recourfe to Jefus Chrift for life eternal, 
the moft obvious is difbelicf of the truth df 

his divine miflion; or fcepticlfm fo p*eat as 
practically to be followed by effeflisthe famft 
witli thofe of pofitive unbelief* " And 
" {hall a man," we are alked, ** be con- 
" demned, becaufe he'applies not for falva- 
•^ tion to a perfbn whom he believes that 
^' God has not commiflloned to be a 
«* Saviour?'' No. But he may be con- 
demned for not believing that God hat 
commiilioned that perfon to be a Saviour. 
Here^new outcries againft uncharitableneft 
and bigotry are raifed. <' Shall a man be 

F ^ <« con- 
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" condemned, becaufe an impreffion of a 
" certain, kind is not wrought upon his 
" underftanding : becaufe thq evidence 
" adduced in fupport of an afferted faft 
" proves infufficient to convince his judge- 
" ment ?" Yes : if it be through his own 
culpability that his underftanding is fteeled 
againft the impreffion, his judgement biafled 
againft the evidence. Suppofe tliat ipan 
ftanding to receive his final doom, and thus 
addreffed from the throne.—" Thou wert 
endowed, while on earth, with faculties 
adequate to the examination of the evi- 
dences of Chriftanity . Thou wert fta- 
tioned, not in a region ftill overfpread 
with the corruptions of darkened ages ; 
" but in a land where in fimplicity arid 
truth the pure do6lrines of the Gofpcl 
were difplayed : not in a region where 
the oraciles of, God were fealed up in an 
unknown tongue ; where ignorance fur* 
rounded the enquiry 5 where perfecution 
cut off the faithful worftiipper \ but in a 
" land of light and knowledge, a land of 
" civirind religious freedom. My word 
was unfolded before thee. My temples 
were opened to thee. My Minifters 
warned and invited thee. My Spirit 
" attrafted and influenced thee, in vain. 

. " The 
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^' Thefupremcimportanceof Eternitythoa 
" c©uldeft not but perceive. Becaufe puf- 
" fed up with folly, which thou calledft 
** Philofophy; immerfed in defilements, 
" which thou wert refolute not to abandon j 
or living only to cares and trifles confelE- 
edly pertaining but to thy mortal exift-* 
" ence ; thou blindedfl: thy mind, pervert-^ 
" edft thy heart, refufedft to enquire, to 
liften, to obey : dofl thou hope to efcape 
My promulgated fentence, dire6led to 
men fo endowed, fo ftationed, fo wamed, 
" fo invited, fo attra6led and influenced, as 
thoii wert 5 He that belie^eth not^Jhall be 
damned (a) V What could prefumption 
reply ? What could charity fuggpft? • ; 
-'■[ The Pharifees difdained to apply to our 
Lord for pardon and juftification, becaufe, 
they were felf-righteous.^ They bOafte^ 
that thfey had fcrupuloufly obferved tHe 
cwnmandmerits of God. They valued 
themfelves on their ideal merits. Thqr 
fuppofed themfelves to be whole ; andcon^- 
fequently to have no need of a phyfician. 
They perceived not that they were lick 
unto- death; that their heart was full of 
corruption ; that they were proud, wbrldly- 
jninded, envious, impure, in every! rcfpe6i; 

ifl) Maxl^y xvi. 16. 
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uiiholy. Numbers who denominate them- 
iclvcs Chriilians, in principle refemble th« 
contemptuous Pharifee. They cheiifh high 
ppinions of themfelves. They humble not 
their fouls before God. Outwardly decent 
' n their conduft, and not inattentive to the 
CKtemiils of religion 5 they prefume that 
they are fubftantiaily righteous, and perhaps 
defpift others. Their hearts, in the mean 
time, are fet upon their idols ; upon wealthy 
or power, or confequeoce, or pleafure, or 
praife. Of the depravity of huipan nature^ 
of the heinous guilt of fin a$ an ofSsnce 
agaioft God, of the need in which they 
ftand of a Saviour who can beftow upon 
them /orgivenefs and fanftification, they 
l»ve a Very inadequate and feeble concep- 
tion* Their love of Chrift is cold 5 theff 
gratitude to him languid. With their lipp 
they acknowledge that through him alone 
they expeft falvation. But fo. far are they 
from' difceming that their falvation, if they 
arefeved, will be wholly owing to his graces 
and that their own beft works, when tried 
by the pure and fpirttual Law of God, will 
be found defedive and finful : that liuey 
look for an inheritance in heaven chiefly 
^^gh the aflumed m^rit of thdr own 
works J and deem themfelves dependent 

upon 
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upon a Saviour only for a little alliftance to 
make up for their imperfections. 

Others are prevented from throwing 
themfelves at the foot of the crofs by the 
cares of the world. Religion feldom enters 
into their thoughts ; and, when it croffes 
their minds, is fpeedily expelled by bufinefs. 
They are inceffantly employed in the im- 
provement of their land ; or in the condud: 
of their merchandife; or in the fuperinten-^ 
dence of their manufeftories ; or in the 
management of their fhops ; or in the con- 
cerns of fomelucBative profeffion. Morning 
finds them eager to begin their daily occu- 
pation. Evening difmiffes them weary 
with the labour and buftle of to-day, and 
meditating on plan* of fimilar employment 
for to-morrow. Year after year rolls on, 
and beholds them in the fame tmck. If you 
mention religion to them, they reply with 
impatieiice that they have no time for it ; 
that every hour has its engagement s that 
they muft provide for their families 5 that 
they muft adhere clofely to their bu(ineis« 
They remark farther, that induftry is 
commanded in the New Teftament : that 
honefty is one of the principal virtues : that 
they are induftrious and honeft : that, as to 
public worihip, they attend their church 

onto 
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' once on the Sabbath, when they have op^ 
portunity : that for books and ftudy they 
have no leifure ; and that, when they can 
contrive to fecure an interval from the 
hurry and toil of bufinefs, they have a righit 
to unbend and enjoy themfelves, and are 
not to be called to account for indulging in * 
a little pleafure. 

Others come not unto Chrift that they 
might have life, becaufe they are faft bound 
in the chains of criminal praftice. They 
are gluttonous, or drunkards, or unchafte; 
or profane, or fraudulent, or rapacious. 
Their underftandings are blinded, their 
hearts are. hardened, by the de«eitfulnefs of 
Sia. ^hey mind the things' of the flejh : 
therefore they come not. unto Chrift. For 
the carnal mind is enmity with God. They 
defpife or deride the (method of falvation 
revealed in thefcriptiircs. For thenatvaral 
man receiwth not the. things of the Spirit- of 
God: for they are foolijhnefs unto him. They 
turn with fecrct averlion from the purity 
of the Gofpel and the ftriftnefs of its Laws; 
They hate the light, neither come they 
unto the. light, left their deeds fhould. ht 
reproved, becaufe they are evil. They 
wink with their eyes left they fhould fee; 
and fhut their ears left they fhould hear. 

They 






On coming unto Jefus Chrijifof Life. 75 

They take wickednefs for their portion, 
and this world for their hope. 

With fome youth is the impediment. 
The morning of life fhines bright, and por- 
tends a glowing noon It will be long, 
very long before the twilight of evening 
draws nigh. " I purpofe to be a votary 

of religion. I am perfuaded that even 

at prefent I am not far from her paths. 

But why! this hurry ? May I not for a 
*' feafon' join my contemporaries in their 
" amufements ? Be affured that J willal ways 
*^ bear religion in^mind, and in due time 
^* will devote myfclf to her entirely.'' 
Thou forefeeft not the gathering mills 
of fin, nor the intervening cloud pf 
death! 

With others age is the obftacle. " It is 
" now too late to change. My mind is 
" fettkd. . My fentiments have long been 
*^ decided. Am 1 to believe that to this 
" period I have lived in ignorance ? Do you 
" fend me back as* a child, to rudiments? 
" Doyou bid me unrip the texture which 
^ my life has been occupied in weaving ? 
f * Do you bid me undermine the foundation 
^^ on which . my hope has hitherto been 
f fuftained?" The inertnefs of declining 
' ' *i ' . years 
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years co-operates with mental repugnance^ 
He comes not unto Chrift for life* 

11. Let us next enquire in what manner, 
and with what difpofitions, we are to corae 
tinto Jefus Chrift that we may have life. 

On this fubjeft our Lord himfelf hath 
jRippliedtis with copious inftruftion. What 
h his own invitation ? Corp^ unto me all ye 
that labour and are heavy laden ; all ye who 
are dejefted and opprefFed with the burden, 
of your fin ; and 1 will give you reft. How 
does he defcribe the perfons who would 
liften to his call ? / came mt to call the 
righteous hutftnners to repentance : not the 
righteous ; not thofe who imagine them^ 
felves to be already righteous, and therefore 
difregard my offers of mercy j tut finners ; 
thofe who are deeply confcious of their 
fallen ftate, and of the guilt which they 
have accumulated by wilful tran%reffion, 
and will therefore joyfully fly to theatcaie* 
ment and grace of a Redeemer. Read in 
thefe declarations the frame of foul with 
which you muft come unto Chrift. Look 
Ihto your own breafts. Contemplate the 
unceafing tendencies to evil which per- 
vade them : tendencies to pride, to fen- 
fuality, to felfifhnefs, to anger, to hatred, 

t« 
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to difcontent, to hard thoughts of God, to 
various other wicked difpofitions of the 
heart. Confider how frequently you have 
yielded in pradlice, how frequently you ftill 
yield, to fome if not to all of thefe fins* 
Confider that againft every inftance of any 
one of thefe fins the wrath of God is de- 
nourured. Confider how unequal you 
have found your own ftrength to withftand 
temptation : how often your goodnefs has 
been as a morning cloud, as the e^rriy dew 
that paffeth away ; how often your firmeft 
refolutiolis, fortified by the remembrance of 
defeat, have been overthrown ; how often, 
with open eyes, with a clear knowledge of 
your duty, you have broken the command- 
ments of your Lord and Judge in thought, 
in word, and in deed, Confider thefe fa6ls ; 
and you will perceive the corruption of that 
nature which has defcended into you from 
£allen Adam. You will behold in its true 
colours the guilt of your manifold offences. 
You will become fenfible that your beft 
ability is weaknefs; that on your own 
power no dependence is to be placed. 
You will be convinced that you have fub- 
je6l:ed yourfelf to the avenging juflice of 
God J to the fentence of eternal condemna- 
tion which has been pronounced againfl: all 

who 
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who rebel agaiiift his laws. You will feel, 
not only that you have contra6led a debt 
which you are utterly unable to difcharge ; 
but that by additional fins you are conftant- 
ly fwelling its amount. With St. Paul 
you will bear witnefs againft yourfelf that 
the law of God is holy, and his command- 
ment holy and juft and good. With the. 
fame Apoftle you will confefs, that you ar^ 
carnal, fold under fin : and that fin taking 
advantage by the commandment, Ihath de- 
ceived you and flain you. You will then 
be prepared to cry out with him; O 
'uoretched man that lam! Who jhall deliver 
me from the body of this death ? You will 
then, like him, be prepared to render 
thanks unto God for the deliverance which 
he has provided through Jefus Chrifl our 
Lord. You will th^n be prepared to come 
unto Chrifl. You will come unto him as 
the Son of God, whom his Almighty 
Father hath» exalted to be a Prince and a 
Saviour, that he may give repentance unto 
all men, and make fatisfaftion for the fins 
of the whole world. You will come unto 

him, difclaiming all righteoufnefs of your 
own 5 and relying only on his merits for fal- 
vation. You will come unto him as the 
good fhepherd who laid down his life for 

6 the 
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the flieep ; as the true and living way ; as 
iht fountain opened for uncleannefs and 
fin. You will prefent yourfelf before him 
with a fubdued and teachable fpirit ; meek 
and lowly in heart, that you may find reft 
unto your foul. You will implore him to 
receive you under his guidance ; to wa(h 
away your guilt with his blood s to lead 
you into the path of life everlafting; to 
prevent you with his grace in all your 
doings, and further you with his continual 
help ; to difpofe and enable you to renounce 
eveiy finful indulgence, and in the ftrength 
which He fupplies to work put your falva- 
tion with fear and trembling. 

Ill, It remains to make a brief and prac- 
tical application of the fubjeft. 

If you arc fincerely anxious that, when 
the prefent life fhall terminate, your fouls 
may be admitted into the kingdom of 
Chrift ; you will earneftly and deeply ex- 
amine yourfelves, whether as yet you have 
come unto Chrift that you might have life. 
If then you have lived chiefly occupied in 
the purfuits of a tranfitory world, with ViU 
tie concern for your falvation ; or if you 
have habitually proved yourfelves under 
the power of fin 5 or if you have regarded 

your- 
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yourfclvea as fUfRciently righteous, and 
partly entitled through your own merits to 
the kingdom of Heaven : you have not 
yet learned the nature of the religion which 
you profefs ; you have not yet ccrnie unta 
Chrift. But if with an humble and con- 
trite heart you have bowed yourfelf before 
the Lord your Redeemer, trufting wholly 
and exclufively to Him for pardon, for 
ftrength, for fanflificaticMi, for acceptance 
with God ; folicitous and rcfolved through 
the influence' of his grace to evince the fin- 
cerity of your repentance, of your faiths of 
your gratitude, of your love, ileadily devo- 
ting yourfelf to his fervice, and bringing 
forth the fruits of holinefs : then may you 
xrherifh a lively hope that you have been 
led to approach your Saviour in firaplicity 
and truth. 

To which of thefe defcriptions each of 
you at prefent belongs is a faft concerning 
which every one of you may form^ by 
meek and upright enquiry, a leafcmable 
judgement for himfelf : and it is a faft un- 
equivocally known to God who feeth the 
heart. Experience however inftrufts a 
preacher to conclude that in the congrega- 
tion which he addrefles, peribns of eadi 
dcfcription are to be fouiid. Allow me, 

therefore^j 
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therefore to clofe this difcourfe, with fome 
fliort admonitions, partly cjire6led to thofe 
who have endeavoured to come unto Chrift 
that they might have life ; partly to thofe 
who have not hitherto fled for refuge to 
the appointed Saviour. 

Thofe then who have come unto Chrift 
let me exhort to remember that, as a tree 
is known by its fruits, fo is faith to ftiew 
forth its reality by goods works. Let them 
^ve diligence to hold faft the true doc- 
trine of the GofpeL And let them give 
equal diligence to adorn the doftrine of 
God their Saviour in all things. Jefus 
Chrift gave himfelf for us, that he might 
redeem us from all iniquity ; and purify to 
himfelf a peculiar people zealous of good 
works. Chriftians are commanded conti- 
nually to grow in grace, and in the know- 
ledge of their Lord and Saviour. They 
;are to ftrive day by day to fubdue fm ; to 
gain the maftery more and more over the 
evil diipofitionb and the evil practices tp 
which they are efpecially expofed. As 
long as they remain in the body they will 
periceive with St. Paul, that the flefli luft- 
<pth againft the fpirit, and feeks to bring 
theea into captivity to fin j that in them, of 

Vol. 11. G themfelyes, 
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themfclves, dwelleth no good thing ; that 
the good which they would do, which they 
wifh, and confcfs themfelves bound in con- 
icience to do, they often do not ; that the 
evil which they would not, the evil which 
in their hearts they condemn, which they 
acknowledge that they ought to avoid, they 
often do. Continue therefore inftant in 
prayer, in watchfulnefs, in diligence to fhun 
temptations, in holy exertions to withftand 
them. Fulfil your duty as ar foldier of 
Chrift Jcfus. Would you lay hold on 
eternal life ? Fight the good fight of Faith j 
perfevcre in well-doing. If you draw back 
from Chrift, he will draw back from you. 
Unlefs you perfevere in faith and holinefs 
unto the end, you cannot be faved. Re- 
member too, that you are to ftudy to pro- 
mote on every occafion the glory of the 
Lord Jefus. Let your light fo fhine before 
men, that they may fee your good works, 
and glorify your Father which is in heaven. 
Let the happy efFedVs of religion on your 
principles, on your tempers, on your man- 
ners, on your a^iions, recommend religion 
to others. Employ your influence, your 
talents, your example, in the fervice of 
Chrift ; and in the greateft of all fei-viccs 
to your fellow-creatures, in winning them 

to 



On coming unto Jefus Cbriji for Life. 83 

to the knowledge and love of that falva- 
tion, which is in Chrift Jefus, and in fiini 
alone. If you ferve not your Redeemer in 
Zealous obedience ; where is your gratitude, 
where is your love ? If you labour not to^ 
forward the extenfion of his kingdom ;' 
where is your zeal for his glory, where is 
your pity for man ? 

With refpeft to thofe among you, who* 
have not yet turned unto the Lord Jefus i 
1 could fcarcely fay too much, if your atten- 
tion, perhaps already wearied, would allow 
me to enlarge, on the wretchednefs and 
danger of your fituation, and on the mad- 
nefs of continuing in it. You have difre- 
garded the great objedt for which you were 
fent into being: You have lived for this 
world. You have added fin to fin without 
repentance unto newnefs of life. You 
have defied the indignation of Almighty 
God. You have defpifed his Son Jefus, who 
(looped from the throne of his glory, andi 
became man, that he might die for you 
upon the Crofs. ^ou have fcorned his 
offers of mercy, and done defpite to the 
Spirit of Grace. You lie as yet under the 
judgement of everlafting condemnation to 
the lake of inextinguifhable fire. What is 
your purpofc ? Do you defign ftill to fet th^ 

G i Lord 
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Lord God ppiBipotepLt at defiance i ftill tx> 
tranjple on the Wood of hk Son j ftill ta 
iefift the Holy Ghoft ? For you then what 
remaineth, as furdy as the Word of God \s 
trvie, but wrath unchangeable, tribulatioa 
and an^uifti, when the Lord Jefus fhall ba 
revealed in flaming. fire to take vengeance 
en thofe who kHow npt God, and obey 
not the Gofpcl ?;, Repent ye : even yet repent 
and be faved. But perhaps you arc appall- 
ed by the apprehenfion that, after fo long, 
a period of flavery to the works of the devils, 
it is tpo late for you to repent. If thefe be 
your only alarms, hear for your encourage- 
n^ent the words of the Prophet ; Let the 
wicked manforfake hn way^ and the tmrigh^ 
tecus rn^n his paths : and lit him: turn untch 
tke Lfirdy and he will have mercy upon him ;, 
qndto our God, for he will abundantly pardon. 
JJe^r the recorded declaration of God bini- 
le}f. As J liv0, faith the Lord, I have no 
pleafur0 in the death of the wicked. Turn yey 
turrtye. }Fhymll ye die ? Hear the folemn 
gir^irjince of Chrift : Him that cometh untor 
^f I wilj in no wife cajl out. To whom is 
this language adcli'^flcd from above ? To^ 
you. You avow your belief of the Scrip- 
tures. While you credit the Scriptures, hi 
k poffiblefor you to doubt of the willing- 

nefs^ 
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lids of the Lord your Redeemesp to reeefve, 
to forgive, and to blefs you, if you will 
come unto Him that you may have life 
eternal? Delay theti no longer. Put not 
his forbearance to any farther triaL The 
time of your cpntinuanoi dnt edtf h ittay be 
drawing to a conclufion. The hour of 
grace may be nearly paff. The laft fands 
of the glafs-miay be running out. Seize the 
opportunity which is yet afforded to you^ 
Ufe the time which is yet in yotir pow6F« 
Come unto the Lord Jefus^ and you fliall 
find that he is gracious, Perfevere from 
this time forward with gpdly finceCity in 
faith and love, and holy obedience : afld all 
your former tranfgreffions (hall be blotted 
from his remembrance ; and you Ihall re- 
ceive through his merits ^ crown of glofj^, 
an inheritance of blifs that ei^duredi for 
ever* 
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SERMON V. 

On the Calling of St. Matthew, 



Matth* ix. 9, 

t/lnd as yefus pajfed forth from thence^ he 

faw a man named Matthew Jit ting at the 

receipt of Cujiom : and be faith unto him^ 

Follow Me. And he arofe and followed 

Him. 

jyEHOLD, exclaimed the voice of Pro- 
Z"^ phecy, ere it became filent for four 
hundred years ; Behold the Lord whom ye 
feek jhall fuddenly come to his Temple ^ even 
the Mejfenger of the Co^wnant^ in whom ye 
delight. Behold He Jhall come^ faith the 
Lord of Hojls {a). The Lord comes to his 
Temple. The Spirit of the Lord^ he cries, 
is upon Me ; hecaufe He hath anointed Me to 
preach good tidings unto the meek : He hath 
fent Me to bind up the broken hearted, topro^ 

(tf) Malachi) lii. J. 

claim 
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daim liberty to the captives^ to comfort all 
that mourn. Come unto Me, and Iivill give 
you refi. I am he which giveth life unto the 
world {b). Does not the woiid flock to 
welcome the invitation ? Hear the words 
of the Son of God : Te wilf not come unto 
Me that ye might have life. Many are 
called 'y but few are chofen (f). Such was 
the general refult. But among the few 
whd obeyed the call, and were chofen, 
were thofe, who became the inftruments 
of calling unborn multitudes to falvation. 
Their voice is gone out through all the earthy 
and their words to the end of the world (d). 
Such was St. Matthew, 

In purfuing the hiftory of the Redeemer 
of the world, the Evangelift is conduced 
by the courfe of his narrative to the moft 
important event of his own life. By pro- 
feffion he was a publican -, a coUe^or of 
the public revenue, a- receiver of the taxes 
which the Jews paid to the Roman go- 
vernment. On feveral accounts the Pub- 
licans were extremely odious to their 
countrymen ; partly, becaufe it was their 
bufinefs to gather the tribute exacted -by 

(i) Ifaiah, Ixi. i, 2. Matth. xi* 2d» 29. John, vi« 
3J, 35. {c) John, V. 40. Matth, xxii. 14, 

(J) Pfalm, xix. 4. 

G 4 the 
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the enemy, to whom the land of Irdel wa» 
now in fubjeftion: partly, becaufe the 
intercourfe in which their occupation en- 
gaged them with foreigners and idolaters, 
rendered them, in the eyes of their own 
nation, unclean and profane 5 and partlyj^ 
becaufe, in executing their office they were 
proverbially guilty of extortion, with a 
view to encreafe their own emolument, or 
to recommend themfelves to their rapa-^ 
clous mafters. Of the contempt and hatred 
with which they were beheld you difcem 
repeated proof? in the Gofpels. When our 
' Lord inftru6ls his c^ifciples, that for a man 
to love only his brethren and thofe who 
love him is a very low degree of Chriftian 
virtue; he impreffes this truth by the 
^ueftion, Do not even the publicans the 
fame? On another occafion, iri order tq 
illuftrate the extreme difgrace, the com- 
plete exclufion from fellowfhip and bro- 
therhood, to be inflifted on every man 
who fliould difobey the apoftolical autho- 
rity of the Church ; he delivers this direc- 
tion : het him be unto thee as a heathen 
nf^h and s Publican, The condefcenfion 
of Chrift in admitting Publicans into fo- 
ciety with flim difgufted and fcandalifed 
the Pharifees. Why eateth your Majier 
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•with Publicans andjinners ? Behold a friend 
of Publicans and fnners ! The name of 
Publican was in faft fo detefted, that the 
Mexvafinner was almoft invariably coupled 
with it by the Jews. The extenfivenels 
and the general truth of the charge of ex^ 
tortion advanced againfl: the PubBcans are 
confirmed by the reply of John the Baptiil, 
when they came to his baptifm, and de- 
manded of him ; Majier^ whit jball we^ 
do ? ExaSi no more^ 'he anfwered, than that 
which is appointed you. Yet froni this 
obnoxious clafs of men our Lord feledted 
an Apoftle. Why? Poflibly for various 
reafons unknown to us, but manifeft to 
the imerring wifdom of the Son of God/ 
Some, however, of his motives appear dit. 
cernible. By this proceeding he probably 
defigned to abate the extravagant violence' 
of Jewifti prejudice againfl: Publicans, and 
other defpifed and abhorred portions of the 
human race : to fhewthat he wa^ able and 
ready to beft:ow repentance unto life on the 
vileft of finners : and to prove that his 
Gofpel needed not the aid of human fa- 
vour for its fupport, but (hould overcome 
^1 oppofition through the might of that 
God, who by the feeblefl inftrument can 
fjcco^plifh tJie mofl: arduous purpofe. 

When 
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When Stv Majthew heard the call of 
Chrift, what was his condu6l ? He arofe 
a7id followed him. Such is his own modeft 
account. St, Luke in his narrative of the 
feme tranfaftion, exprefles the circum- 
ftances more ftrongly : He left all ; rofe 
upy and followed him {e). He immediately 
abandoned his lucrative employment, for- 
fook his patrons, his friends, his wealth, 
his home, to becdme the cpnftant attendant 
of a perfecuted Mailer, who had. not where 
to lay his head. 

Ifanymanferveme^ faith our Lord, let 
him follow me{f). Every perfon is called 
upon, like this eminent Apoftle, to follow 
Chrift. Every perfon who would obtain 
falvation, muft, like- him, leave all,, and 
arife, and-foUow Chrift. Not that we are 
required, 'under the ordinary difpenfations 
of Providence, to relinquifti our pofleffions, 
our occupations, our friends, and our fami- 
lies. On the contrary, we are to ferve 
Chrift with our pofTeflions, by our occu- 
pations, among our friends, in the bofom 
of our families. In what refpefts then is 
every one of us at prefent required to leave 
all, and to rife and follow Chrift ? Ac- 
cording to the nature of the obligation in 

(f ) Luke, y. 28. (/ ) John, xii. 26. 

thefe 
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tjxefe days incumbent on us, have we, like 
$t. Matthew, fulfilled the duty ? To thefe. 
queftions let pur meditations be dii'efted. . 

I. We are to leave all our evil pra6lices, 
that we may /oUow Chrift. There appears 
no breach. oF charity in the alTumption that 
St. Matthew, in his bufmefs as a publican, 
had borne fome refemblance to his bre- 
thren. He was €very hour expofed to the 
temptations, by which they were fo gene- 
rally overcome. He was every hour aC- . 
failed by the influence of their pernicious 
example. And the Scriptures do not fur- 
nifh any intimation that he had difHn- 
guifhed himfelf from others in his own linQ 
pf life : or that it was on account of any 
confpicuous merit that he was felefted to 
become an Apoflle of oqr Lord. Be this 
circumflance, however, as it may, St. Mat- 
thew was a child of Adim ; by nature 
corrupt, in praftice finful. But he liflened 
to the command of Jefus. His ori^nal 
employment, in itfelf fo enfnaring, he for- 
sook at once. And he feems anxious to 
ihew his fenfe of the memorable goodnefs 
^f Chrift in calling him from fo guilty a 
profeflion to be his difciple, by ftill deno- 
/ninating himfelf, in a fubfequent part of 

his 
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his Gofpel, where he recounts the names* 
of the twelve Apoftles, Matthew the Pub^ 
lican : an appellation never afligned to him 
fubfequentfy to his converfion by any 
other of the facred writers. He continued 
iledfaftly with his heavenly Mafter ; gra- 
dually improving in grace and holinefs, as 
he grew in the knowledge of his Lord and 
Saviour. Conformably to his example, 
we are to relinquifti all habits and deeds of 
wickednefs to which we have heretofore 
been addifted. This is the firft ftep in re- 
pentance* Until this ftep be taken, td 
fpeak of repentance is hypocrify . We muft 
relinqtiifh our former iniquities altogether, 
and without referve. Suppofe that St. Mat- 
thew^ when Chrift commanded him td 
become his follower, had anfwered, that 
he would attend upon Chrift occafionally, 
when his occupation afforded him leifure : 
and that for the future, when employed in 
coUefting tribute, he would commit afti 
pf extortion only feldom. Would Chrift 
Jiave regarded him ? Would he have ac- 
cepted fuch fervice? You muft furrende|: 
yourfelves entirely to Chrift. You muft 
follow Him wholly. You muft foUov*^ 
Hini alone. In all his a£tion§ Chrift was 
p\jre from fin, aqd a pat|:ern of every good 
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work. When you wilfully indulge in 
wickednefs; is that to follow Chrift ? When 
you referve fome favourite fin for your 
occafional gratification ; is that to leave all 
for the fake of Chrifl: ? No man can ferve 
two matters* Choofe between the works of 
God, and X the works of the deviU belweea 
the deeds of light, and thofe of darkneis j 
between Heaven and hell. 

II. We mull renounce, for the fake of 
Chrifl:, all our evil inclinations^ This fl:ep is 
neceflary to make repentance complete. St^ 
Matthew not only relinquifhed his occupa- 
tion, but abandoned it with gladnefs. You do 
not fee him taking leave of his home with 
reluctance and forrow. He was not afliamed 
to let it be known to the world that he was 
going to refign his antecedent habits of life ; 
his domeft:ic comforts ; his eafe j his former 
affoeiates ; his fettled purfuits, for the fake of 
xgligion. He prepared a great feaft to wel- 
come his Sayiour to his houfe, before he 
fliould himfeliF quit it : and invited a nu- 
merous company of publicans and finners^ 
that they alfo might be blefled with the op-^ 
portunity of liftening to the words of eter-^ 
Bal life. Afterwards, when you hear him 
nentioning his former profeilion y it is not 
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with defire to return it, but with grati- 
tude for having been called away from it to 
take up his crofs and follow Chrift. In 
conformity to this example every Chriftian 
is not merely to abftain, as by conftraint, 
from finfiil aftions ; but to glorify his God 
by cheerful obedience, and to bring his will 
under thankful fubjeftibn to his Redeemer. 
He is to be holy in tliought, holy in heart, 
holy in his defigns, holy in his wifties. He 
is to abhor fin as odious to God, repugnant 
to his laws, hoftile to his plans, defl:ru6tiv6 
to his creation. He is to cultivaterighteoufi 
nefs as that which God has appointed : that 
which God loves : that which is the diftin- 
guifhing ?ind pre eminent attribute of God: 
that which flione with unclouded luftre in 
the human nature of the glorious Re- 
deemer : that which the glorious Redeemer 
lived and died to plant and eftablifh among' 
men. He is to labour to crucify the old 
man, the original corruption of which he is? 
a partaker, with the afFe6lions and lufts 
which it nourifhes* He is to be renewed 
through the operation of the Holy Ghoft 
in the fpirit of his mind ; to be conformed 
in heart to the image of Chrift : to put on 
the new man, which after God, according 
to the image of God, is created in righteous 

nefs 
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nefs and true holinefs. He is to ferve God 
not in the fpirit of bondage, but of loye : 
not as the Ifraelites fubmitted to their 
Egyptian tafkmafters, bowing to the yoke 
which they could not efcape : but with the 
afFe6lionate acquiefcence which breathed 
in the words of Chrift, when he exclaimed ; 
Father ! Not my will but thine be done ! 

, III. We, like St. Matthew, are to re*- 
nounce private intereft, whenever it inter- 
feres, with our obedience to Jefus Chrift. 
St. Matthew forfook his pofleflions, and 
relinquifhed the employment which fur- 
niflied him with fubfiftence, which difclofed 
the profpeft of encreafing wealth ; that he 
might be a faithful follower of the Mafter 
who commanded his fervice. Behold a 
decifive proof of fincerity ! He does not 
honour his Saviour with his lips only. He 
glorifies the Son of God by making large 
facrifices for his fake ; by immediately mak^ 
ing every facrifice which is required. He 
hears of the pearl of great price ; and he 
parts with every thing that he may obtain 
it. I^e counts aU things but lofs that he 
jmay win the approbation of his Redeemer. 
>He cafts away his treafures on earth that 
he may be admitted to an enduring inherit'^ 
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ance In heaven. Art thou converfant with 
the Word of God, and ignorant that fa- 
crifices, if lefs in amount, yet fimilar in 
nature, are required from every Chriftian ? 
<Jompare the demands of confcience and of 
intereft. How continual the oppofition ! 
How prevailing the temptation I How 
lawful, ftrange as the expreffiqn may found, 
how lawful, in certain cafes and within 
certain limits, ill the eftimation of many 
who arrogate the praife of uprightnefs, is 
difhonefty ! in the daily and hourly deal- 
ings of life what opportunities of undue 
advantage ! what inducements to profit by 
them! In the numerous departments of 
public fervice what openings for pecula- 
tion ! How commonly is " the cuflom of 
*^ trade" but another name for lucrative de- 
ceit ! By the purchafe of articles illegally 
introduced into the kingdom; by frauds 
wilfully praftifed on the colle6iors of the 
-revenue ; by filence under their errors, their 
partialitji, or their fupinenefs; how frequent 
is the evafion of burthens which die laws 
impofe ! But it is not to difhonefly, accord- 
ing to the ordinary acceptation of the term, 
that the guilt of unjufl regard to interefl is 
reftrifted. Look around and thou fhalt dif-^ 
cem countlefs occafions of acquiring or of 
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i*taining moncy-y or of furthering thy eafe, 
or thy advancement, or fome other of thy 
VvTorWly objefts, by various methods, the ini- 
xjtiity of which,, light as it may be deemed, 
is in many inftances not inferior to that of 
diflioncfty 5 by flattery, by indireft bribery, 
by complimentary affiduities, by hypocriti- 
cal obfequioufnefs, by fmful compliances, 
by falfe and injurious pretences, by minif. 
teriaig to prgudice or to antipathy or to 
pride, by raifing or difFufing unfounded re^ 
jports concerning thy competitors. Does 
the man who purfues his prefent benefit 
by any of thefc means kaw all for the fake 
ofChrift? He prefers intereft to Chrift* 
Even he who profecutes a lawful calling by 
law'ful miethods, yet permits it to withdraw 
his chief attention from the falvation of his 
foul, to occupy too large a proportion of his 
thoughts, or to agitate his mind with undue 
folicitude ; h:.s not left all for Chrifl:,- not 
given to Chrift the dominion of his heart. 

IV. We are to renounce our owa right- 
eoufnefsj to cafl: away all reliance on 
merit of our own for acceptance with God. 
Why did Saint Matthew become a difciple 
of Jefus Chrift ? Why did he leave all to 
be with that man 6f forrows ? Bccaufe h* 
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beheld in that man of forrows one who 
bare our griefs; one who tare the fins of 
many, and made interceffion for the tranf- 
greffors. He recognized the appointed 
Saviour; the Lamb of God which toek 
away the fins of the world. With what 
feelings does the true penitent in every 
age approach the Son of God ? He looks 
into his own heart. He fees it full of depra- 
vity. He furveys his conduft-. He per- 
ceives it to be a mafs of fin. He confeffes 
the holinefs of God : and is confcious how 
odious he has rendered himfelf in the fight 
of his Creator by tranlgrefllon. He con- 
templates the divine juftice : and trembles 
at the punifhment which he has incurred. 
He confiders the divine power, and beholds 
the impofllbility of efcape. Again he turns 
his eyes upon himfelf; and acknowledges 
that there is nothing in him, which can 
make an atonement. An atonement is fet 
before him in the blood of the Son of God. 
There he beholds a ranfom : there he be- 
holds pardon and peace and happinefs. 
y Though my fins," he exclaims, " be as 
" fcarlet ; yet in that fountain fhall they be 
•' made white as fnow. Let my righteouA 
" nefs be theVighteoufnefs which is of God 
^' by faith in the Lord Jefus. He that hath 
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** the Son of God, hath life ; and he that 
" hath not the Son hath not life. There is 
" no other name under heaven given among 
** men whereby 1 may be favcd." 



V. We muft, in the laft place, follow 
our Redeemer unto the end. Such wms the 
ftedfaftnefs of St. Matthew. He remained 
conftantly with Chrift until the evening 
before the crucifixion. On that evening 
he fbewed, in common with the other 
Apoftles,' what man is, when the divine 
grace withdraws itfelf, and leaves him to 
his native weaknefs. All the Difciples of 
Chriji forfook him and fed. Of that guilty 
flight St. Matthew was a partaker. After 
the Refurre6lion, he received, in conjunc- 
tion with the other Apoftles, pardon 
and ftrength from his forgiving Lord. 
When Jefus had afcended into heaven, we 
behold St. Matthew continuing clofely in 
prayer and fuppli cation with the women and 
Mary the mother of JefuSy and the bre^ 
thren {g) -, and bearing his part as an Apof- 
tie in the eleftion of a fucceflbr to the 
traitor Judas. Boldly remaining at Jerufa- 
lem, when havock was made of the Church 
after the martyrdom of Stephen; he 

(^) Afts, i. 13, 14. 
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proved that he was not of thofe who havfr 
no root, and in time of perfceution fall 
away. And the early hiftory of the 
Chriftian Church informs us that, in the 
face of danger and death, he perfevered 
until the end of his days in preaching the 
Gofpd of his Lord. From every Chrif- 
tian patient continuance in well doing is 
indifpenfably required. Who is it that the 
Scripture faith fhall be faved? He that en- 
dureth unto the end. Who is it that fhall 
reap the everlafting rccompenfe ? He wha 
prcffeth onward in the path of righteouC- 
ncfs, neither weary through floth, nor 
fainting through timidity. No man hofving 
put his hiznd to the plough ^ and looking backy 
^^ fit fi^ t^ kingdom of God. The rights 
eoufnefs of the righteous Jhall not deliver 
him in the day of his tranfgreffion. When 
the righteous turneth away from his righieouf- 
nefs and committeth iniquity y and doeth accord^ 
ing to all the abominations that the wicked 
man doeth 5 Jhall he live, faith the Lord ? All 
his righteoufnefs that he hath done Jhall not be 
mentioned : in his trefpafs that he hath tref-^ 
pajfedy and in his fin that he hath finned^ in 
them Jhall he die Q)) . 

(^ > Luke. ix. 62 . Ezek. svui. 34, xxxiit. 1 1. 
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My brethrea! you have now feen the 
comprehenfive import of the direftion to 
leave all and follow Chrift. You have feen, 
that no one is a real difciple of Chrift who 
does not leave all to follow him. Being 
then thus prepared, enter on the great bufi- 
nefs of felf-examination. The hour of your 
examinaton in the prefence of men and 
angels, before the throne of that fame Jefi^s • 
who has commanded you to leave all and 
fpllow him, will arrive. What if it were 
arrived now ? If you were now to render 
an account of yourfelf to God ; fhould you 
be found, like St. Matthew, to have obeyed 
the call of the Lord Jefus ? Have you for- 
faken the ways of wickednefs ? When yo\i 
liave been tempted by your own evil appe- 
tites, and by the praftice or the folicitations 
of your companions; has it been your 
cuftom to yield, or to withftand ? Have 
you cherifhed the love of holinefs 5 and be- 
come more and more fenfible of the hate- 
f ulnefs of fin ? Have you cheerfully facri- 
ficed prefent gain for the fake of pleafing 
God ? Have you preferred his favour to 
the favour of men; and patiently fubmitted 
to their ridicule and contempt,^ that you 
might maintain a good conference? Have 
you kept alive, during your beft perform- 
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ances, a fteady convidion of your own un* 
worthinefs ^ and refted all your hopes of 
falvation on the blood of the crofs ? Have 
you laboured to become, year after year, 
piore and more earneft in faith and obedi- 
ence 5 more and more watchful againft 
ti'anlgreflion; and more and more impreffed 
with true repentance, whenever you have 
been led to offend againft the Gofpel of 
your Lord ? 

It is well if there are not perfons in this 
congregration, who are far from having 
made any ferious ejEFort thus to leave all and 
follow Chrift. For who can look' abroad 
into the world without perceiving numbers, 
Chriftians only in name, devoted in heart- 
and life not to Chrift, but to the world ? 
The exterior garb of Chriftianity they ftu- 
dioufly wear. In her ordinances they fcru- 
puloufly join. But let th?m be brought to 
the trial; and their religion proves formality, 
or hypocrify. Let intereft call them one 
way, and the law of Chrift another : they 
follow intereft. Let pride beckon to the 
left hand, and the law of Chrift to the 
right : they follow pride. Let palTion, or 
floth, or pleafure invite them : they turn 
their backs upon Chrift. Whoever you 
may be that belong to this defcription, re- 
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member that there are but two mafters 
between whom mankind can be divided. 
They, who are not the fervants of God, are 
the fervants of the devil. They, who arc 
not made partakers through Jefus Clirift of 
cverlafting happinefs with God^ fhall be 
for ever miferable with the deviL — Choofe 
ye this day whom ye will ferve ; choofe 
with whom you will dwell through eter- 
nity. To ferve the devil here, and to 
dwell with Chrift after death is an impofli- 
bility. If thou received thy good things 
here 5 if thoutakeft the good things, as thou 
calleft them, of this world for thy portion 5 
thou takeft alfo for thy portigji eternal 
torment. 

There are others, it is probable, among 
you, who have difcerned the neceflity of 
leaving all and following Chrift, have 
refolved to aft according to that con- 
viftion, and have' alfo made fome endea- 
vours to cany their purpofes into effe6l : 
yet have fhewn themfelves fo feeble and 
fluftuating in their exertions, that in their 
hearts they are evidently wavering between 
two mafters. A fm, which they refift to- 
day^ overcomes them to-morrow. A good 
refolution, which for a fliort period they 
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have maintained, becomes burthenfomf, 
apd is laid afide. Small temptations they 
repel y and take credit to thejniplvcs for 
their vi£lory. Then come^ a fomcwhat 
more difficult trial : and they excufe them^c 
felves for yielding under it by exaggerating 
its magnitude. Then they fall into fome 
greater offence, which calls forth n^any ex* 
preffions, and fome real feelings> pf fprroW;^ 
and is followed by temporary reformation. 
Afterwards they fall again, and become 
tired of contending, and lament that the 
pbftades in the paths of religion are almoft 
infuperable. Thus life paffes away in heart- 
iefs wifhes, lukewarm prayers, fhprt-Uve4 
refolves, unfteady efforts, imaginary ppni-r 
tence, and real fin. If this be your cha- 
raftcr, know that Jefus Chrift demands the 
whole heart He requires fervent fuppli- 
cation, ftrenuous exertion, faithful fervjce. 
The whole man muft work : the whole 
man muft work out his falvatipn with fear 
and trembling. If grace is extended in vain, 
Chrift will refume his wafted gift. How 
long halt ye between two opinions ? If the 
Lord be Gody follow him. 

To thofe who have hitherto manifefted 
by regular fruits of righteoufiiefs that in 
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^kicerity they have kft all to follow Chrift; 
}tt me, in the ki^ place, dii*e6t fome few 
words of exhortation. Though your pro- 
grefs has thus far been triumphant, your 
warfare is not at an end. Your advcriary 
ftill keeps the field, and defpairs not. His 
affavilts will ceafe only with your .life. 
Perfevere. If you perfevcre ; He who has 
begun a good work in you, will complete 
\t. But all depends on your perfeverancc* 
The crown of glory is prepared. Lofe it not 
by relaxing in your exertions. Forfeit not 
the reward of paft labours by prefent or 
future floth. The arm of your Saviour is 
not Ihortened, nor his ear turned away* 
Look up ftill to him, and go forth conquer- 
ing and to conquer. Yet a few more days 
pr years of conflift; and the vidtory is 
^tchieved j and the recompence of yi6lory 
fecured for ever. What are days and years 
^o eternity ! Having fuftained the burden 
and heat of the day ; will you faint when 
|he hour of reft approaches, when the times 
of refreftiing from the prefence of the Lord, 
are at hand ? Te have need^ and to your laft 
hour you will have need, of patience^ that^ 
after ye have done the will of God^ ye might 
receive the promife. But yet a little while y 
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and he that jhall come will come^ and will not 
tarry. The jufl Jhall live by faith : but if any 
man draw back my foul ^ faith the IjOyA^ Jhall 
have m pleafure in him. Be not ye of them 
who draw back unto perdition : but of thenk 
fbat believe to thefaving of the foul (ij. 

(0 H^b.fe. 36—39. 
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SERMON VI. 

Goodnefs illuftVated by the Charafler of 

Barnabas. 



Acts, xi. 22 — 24. 

^bey fent forth Barnabas^ that bejjjould gf 
as far as Antioch : who, when he came^ 
and had feen the grace of God, was glad^ 
and exhorted them all, that with purpofe 
of heart they would cleave unto the Lord. 
For he was a good man^ and full of the 
Holy Ghojl and of faith. \ 

TN the management of worldly tranlac- 
tions, the foundnefs of the principles 
upon which we condu6l ourfelves is a cir- 
cumftance of prime moment to our fuccefs. 
If the man of fcience builds his fpecuU- 
tions on a groundlefs theory, and fuftains 
them by an unphilofophical procefs 3 fhall 
not they terminate in emptinefs and dif- 

appoint- 
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appointment? Ifthc Commander embarked 
in a perilous enterprife, has formed an er- 
roneous judgment concerning its nature^ 
and meafures its facilities or its difficulties 
ty a falfe ftandard ; fliall not the event be 
difaftrous? Is it not then of inexpreffible 
. concern that, in purfuing the interefts of 
eternity, you fhould contemplate them with 
difcerning eyes j and eftimate, by a true 
criterion, every particular which is effential 
to the attainment of your object ? The man 
©f fcience may renew his labours on a firmer 
bafis. The Commander, reaping wifdom 
from defeats, may conquer in another 
campaign. Not fo the departed fpirit, wil-- 
fully eftranged, while in the body, from 
the path of final happinefs. Difappoint- 
ment in that purfuit is ruin for ever. 

There are^ few fubjefts refpe6ling which 
a more confpicuous variety of judgment 
prevails than'Cxifts with regard to goodnefs. 
^ How numerous, how difcordant are the 
ftandards by which it is meafured ! Enter 
the crowded circle of fociety, and advert to 
fome of the different chai'afters, to whicl> 
you hear the term Good continually and 
confidently applied. 

Firft : tliere is the decent and orderly 
man. He is fo regular in his attendance 

on 
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on the ordinances of the Church, fo punc- 
tual in his dealings, fo free from grofs and 
open vice, fo unobtrufive in demeanour, 
fo decorous in all his proceedings ; that he 
ifpeedily eftablifhes his claim to the title of 
a good man. If, when. called upon t© 
applaud him as fuch, you venture to paufe 
for additional information : if, before you 
deliver your opinion, you wifh to obtain 
grounds forjudging whether, while he bears 
the form of godlinefs, he alfb ttianifefts tbe 
power thereof', whether his religion is an 
oiitfide coat, a fuperficial varnifti, or a 
principle of penetrating influence, warm* 
ing and governing the heart: you ijrc 
inftantly decried as cenforious and uncha- 
ritable, and never to be fatisfied. " What,^. 
you are afked, " is goodnefs ; if fo rclpefl*. 

able and exfeitiplary a man as this is ndt 

good ?" 

Then comes the liberal man, and prefers 
his claim. His pretenfions are inftantly 
admitted. He is fo open-hearted and bene- 
vplent ; fo prompt to empty his purfe 5 fo 
kind to the poor j fo hofpi table to his friends ! 
if you begin to examine, with whatever 
modefty, with whatever care not to imply 
ftronger doubts than ambiguous appear- 
toces unavoidably raife, whether his libera- 
lity. 
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lity may not be thoughtlefs profufion 5 whe* 
tfier his benevolence may not be a mere na- 
tural feeling ; whether his hofpitality may 
not be the indulgence of fenfuality and often- , 
tation; whether other parts of his conduft 
uphold or contradift the fuppofition of his 
goodnefs 5 you are encountered with vehe- 
ment declarations that a better man never 
cxifted s and are filenced with the perverted 
text, that Charity cover eth a multitude ofjins. 
> Then comes an oppofite chara6ler ; the 
induftrious and frugal man. So much 
laudable diligence in his bufinefs ; fo much 
care to provide for his family ; fo much 
exertion, *fo much patience 5 fo much per- 
feverance, fo much felf-denial ; fuch exemp- 
tion from parade, from noife, from extra- 
vagance, from diffipation : here is an exam- 
ple of laborious virtue ! If you intimate a 
doubt whether his labours exemplify any 
difpolition beyond covetoufnefs or mere 
worldly prudence ; you are treated as a man 
determined to find fault, as one whom nei- 
ther generofity nor frugality can pleafe. 

The next perfon who demands notice is 
the cautious man. His obje6t is never to 
give offence. He fays civil things of every 
perfon 5 yet not fo civil of any perfoa 
as to excite the jealoufy of another. He 
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Avoids the delivery of any pofitiye opinion. 
If prefent at a difcuflion refpe6ling fomc 

controverted occurrence, and appealed to 
by both fides : he admires the excellent 
arguments reciprocally produced ; profefles 
himfelf incompetent to decide between 
them; or holds fuch a middle courfe as 
may not be altogether unfatisfaftory to 
cither difputant. He attaches himfelf to 
no party; but endeavours to induce all 
feverally to regard him as well inclined 
to their caufe. He is thought fomewhat 
referved, and perhaps rather timid and in- 
confiftent : but, while his conduft is a 
tiffue of time-ferving infincerity, he is ge- 
nerally allowed to be " a very good fort of 



« man." 



Another charafler in high repute is the 
cafy good humoured man. He is fo " plea- 
" fant," as tlie phrafe^ is 5 fo cheerful ; fo 
.harmlefs; fo neighbourly! Every perfon 
whom he meets he appears delighted to 
fee. He is always furnifhed with enter- 
taining converfation i always prepared 
to join in any fcheme of amufement; 
always difpofed to coUeft his acquaint- 
^ce around him ; always careful to dif- 
mifs them pleafed with his fociety* It is 
thus that, poffibly without poffeffing a An- 
gle 
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gle eftimablc quality, unlcfs a gay fadJity 
of teinper dcferves the name ; he obtain^ 
far and wide the denomination of as excd- 
lent a man as ever was born. 

t^he laft character which (hall be men- 
tioned is dne, t'hat heret?ofore was confineA 
to the tipper ranks : but one whofe prin* 
tiples, in the defcending contagion of 
fefhion, kaw i^eached the middle walk* df 
tile. Imcisn 4:h^ charaiSt^r whom the worM. 
calk " a tnan of hononr/' The man of 
this digfc?rij<tron ftudioufly praftices what- 
t^fer IB creditahk, and avoids whatever is 
^Siforeditable, in the clafs of fociety in which 
ite tticWFes. When the law of God accords 
with the rales of the world, he follows it ; 
not becaufe it is the law of God, but 
betatife it is the rule of the world. 
When the laws of God and the rules of 
the world difagree ; he prefers the world to 
his Maker. His language concerning moral 
^conduft is the language of pride; and 
fhtws that reputation, not God, is the ob- 
ject of his worfhip. Afk him why he 
fliuns any particular praftice. Does he 
reply, " Becaufe it is finful ?'* The expref- 
iion is foreign to his lips. He anfwers \ 

" Becaufe it is mean: becaufe it is lo^i 
^* becaufe it is degrading i becaiife it is un- 

« becoming 
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^* becoming a gentleman 5 becaufe it is ^<r- 
" neath me: becaufe it is diJhonourableJ\ 
Why does he purfiie a fpecified line of 
conduft? Beqaufe it is acceptable to God? 
Becaufe it is conforiuable tci the example 
of Jefus Chrift ? He thinks not of fuch a 
ftandardi He purfues it becaufe it has the 
ftamp of fiafhionable eftimation, Deftitute^ 
it may be, of a grain of true religion, this 
Irian is regarded by multitudes as a model 
of perfeftion ! 

With the goodnefs of thefe various cha- 
rafters, and of others which nlight have, 
been defcribed, fome praifed by oile fet of 
men, fome by another fet, and all of then! 
extolled by themfelves, the world rings. 
tn the niidfl of thefe univerfal encomiums, 
the mind naturally obferves to itfelf j " If 
" all thefe different chara6ters aregoodmen, 
*^ iiow eafy muft it be to be good ! And 
" how excellent muft the world be, which 
*^ contains fo much goodnefs T* Now, un- 
fortunately for that view of the fubjeft, this 
reprefentation of the excellenceof the world, 
and of the ealinefs of being good, is not 
exactly the language of the Scriptures, 
The Scriptures fpeak of the world as lying 
In wickednefs j as being under the power 
of Satan* They pronounce its frieixdibip 
VOL. 11. I to 
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to be enmity with God. They afRrra that 
Chriftians are not to be conformed to this 
world : that we are to be crucified unta 
the world ; that if we love the world, we 
fliall perifh with the world. Then with 
refpeft to the facility of attaining goodnefs, 
the Scriptures aver that the imagination of 
the heart of every man is evil from his 
youth : that the heart is by nature deceitful 
above all things, and defperately wicked. 
Their common reprefentation of aChriftian 
life is that of a ftate of war ; of a ftniggle 
for the maftery over fin ; of wreftling againfl: 
principalities and powers of darknefs. They 
call upon us to be good foldiers of Jefus 
Chrifl:; to endure hardihip for Him; to take 
unto ourfelves the whole armour of God^ 
the fhield of faith, the breaft-plate of righ- 

. teoufnefs, the fword of the Spirit. They 
command us not to follow the multitude 
to do evil ; but to walk in the narrow way, 
and ftrive to enter through the ftrait gate, 

' if we feek to inherit falvation. They 
teach us, with an immediate reference to 
the prevailing opinions of the world re- 
Ipefling goodnefs, how frequently that 
which is highly efteemed among men is 
abomination in the fight of God. We may 
therefcMre feel well alTured, without minute 

inquiry. 
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inquiry, that all thefe different defcriptions 
of men cannot be models of goodnefs. 
We may perhaps reafonably fufpecl that 
not one of them is good. 

While we are thus bewildered in obfcu- 
rity and confufion, the word of God holds 
out a lantern to our paths. The word of 
God fets a good man before us. Barnabas 
was a good man . - 

Here then at length we feel folid ground 
under our feet. If we can afcertain what 
was^ the character of Barnabas, we know 
what muft be the chara6ler of a good 
man. Let us examine therefore the cir- 
cumftances which the Scriptures difclofe 
concerning him. * 

' Barnabas^ when he came^ and had feen 
the grace of Gody was glad-, and exhorted 
them all that with purpofe of heart they would 
cleave unto the Lord. For he was a good 
man ; and full of the Holy Ghojl^ and of 
faith. 

I. Barnabas vizsfull of the Holy Ghoft. 

What is the meaning of this expreffion? 
Not merely, nor principally, that Barnabas 
pofTefled the power of working miracles. 
For though he undoubtedly was favoured, 
like other, eminent Chriftian^ of his day, 
with many extrao^inary gifts of the Holy 

12 Spirit: 
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Spirit: no circumftance of this nature i^ 
here recorded concerning him. The words* 
are intended as a pi6ture of the ftate of 
his heart. They defcribe him as fanftified 
by divine grace: as being no longer of the 
njDorld^ even as .Chrifi was not of the world -^ 
as bon&again not of water only but of the 
Spirit ; as refcued from the dominion of 
inherent corruption, and created anew unto 
holinefs j as purified from the carnal mind 
which is not jubjeSl to the daw of God, nei^ 
ther can be fubje6t unto it, being in its? 
cfTence direftly oppofed to it ; and as filled 
with the fruits of the Spirit, with all righ- 
teoufnefs and godlinefs, with holy views, 
holy principles, holy tempers, holy defires, 
holy purpofes, which are by Jefus Chrift 
unto the glory and praife of God. 

Here you have one chai'a^leriftic of 
^ Goodnefs. 

II. BdiXmbdiS vidiS full of faith, 
Barnabas could affirm, in th? wordg of hisr 
companion, St. Paul, "The life which I now 
lead in the fiefh, I lead by the faith of the 
Son of God ; by whom the world is crucified 
unto nte, and I unto the world. His faith 
was fincere, cordial, warm, energetic, pro-* 
du6tive. It was not a cold and naked aP- 
fent ta tbe hiftorieal truth of the aftions of 

Chrift^ 
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Chrift, fuch as he might yield to a true ac- 
count of Pontius Pilate or of Judas. It 
was not a barren fpeculation dwelling in 
his head as a portion of abftraft knowledge, 
like a curious principle in mechanics, or a 
fubtle theorem in aftronomy. It was faith 
in the Son of God, faith in a Saviour. He 
faw the extent of his own corruption, the 
confequences of his own guilt. He was 
convinced that to refcue him from that cor- 
ruption, to redeem hitji from thofe penal 
confequences, the eternal Son of God had 
veiled his inherent glories, had become 
man, had laboured, had fuffered, had died. 
He felt that the life which was ranfomed 
was due to Him who had ranfomed it. 
His foul was filled with humble confidence, 
with adoring gratitude, with fervent love. 
With thefe emotions it was habitually filled. 
On that Saviour, to whom he owed all, he 
depended for all. To that Saviour, now 
exalted in human nature to the right hand 
of God^ he looked with afFeftionate aC- 
furance for ftrength, and guidance, and 
mercy, and grace. He knew in whom he 
trufted. His works were the fruits of faith : 
3nd his faith was manifefted bv his works. 

Here is a fecond characleriftlc of Good- 
nefs. 

13 III. Bai- 
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III. Barnabas, when he came^ andbadfeen 
the grace ofGod^ was glad. 

On the perfecution of the Chriftians 
which commenced with the martyrdom of 
Stephen, numbers were fcattered abroad 
throughout Judea and the furrounding 
countries in queft of places of fafety. 
Wherever they came, they difFufed the 
knowledge of the Gofpel : and fome of 
them travelled as far as Antioch, and 
preached the Lord Jefus to the Grecians. 
When the Apoftles, who, under a convic- 
tion of their duty as leaders of the church, 
had remained in the face of danger at Je-r 
rufalem, were , informed how fignally the 
Providence of God had caufed the difper-s 
fion of the Chriftians to become the inftru- 
ment of enlarging the dominion of the 
faith ; they fent forth Barnabas to Antioch, 
that he might eftablifh the minds of the 
new converts. When he had arrived, and 
had beheld the grace of God; when he 
was an eye witnefs of the nurnber of the 
Grecian difciples, and of the efficacious 
working pf the Spirit of God in turning 
them from darknefs to light, in leading 
them to the knowledge of a crucified Rcr 
deemer, and animating them with an ar- 
dent defire of that falvation which was to 
•.»...•■ • • ^ . »i 
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be obtained only through his merits and 

atonements ; he was glad. His bofom fwel- ' 

kd with delight : with delight to fee the 

exaltation of his Maftef s glory, and the 

extenfion of his kingdom. He would have 

rejoiced, had he beheld no more than the 

tranquillity and outward comfort of his 

fellow Chriftians. But the delight which 

fwallowed up all other motives of joy was 

to behold the growing eftablifhment of the 

church of Chrift : to behold the Lord addi^ 

ing daily to it fucb as Jhould be faved: to 

behold men on the verge of deftru6lion 

rendered confcious of their danger, and 

eager to grafp the hand ftretched out for 

their deliverance: to behold finners turnt- 

ing with abhorrence from their iniquities, 

and glorifying the Lord their Redeemer by 

newnefs of life. 

Here you have a third feature in the 
charafter of a good man. 

IV^ Barnabas exhorted them all^ that with 
purpofe of heart they would cleave unto the 
Lordp 

The joy of Barnabas did not wafte itfelf 
in idle contemplation. His fenfe of duty 
permitted him not to flumber. His love 
pf Chrift conftiained him to labour for 
; ^ 14 Chrift, 
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Chrift. His love of man impelled him to 

the affiftance of man. At an earlier pe? 

riod, when he had obferved the diftrefs; 

which prevailed among the poorer Chrif- 

tians ', having land, he fold it, and brought 

the money, and laid it at the feet of thq 

Apoftles, that it might he diftributed among 

his neceflitous brethren. On that occafion 

he appears to have received, as St, Luke 

informs us^ from the Apoftles the name by 

which he was afterwards diftinguifhed ; 

the furname of Barnabas y which is^ being in^ 

terpreted^ the Son ofConfoIation{k). How 

many Sufferers at that time experienced 

from his compaflion the comforts of foo4 

and raiment ! He now went about doing 

good, feeding the hungry and clothing 

the naked, in another and an infinitely 

more beneficial manner. He went about 

as a minifter to mankind of thofc bleffings, 

which exclufively confer complete and 

durable confolation : deliverance from fin, 

fpiritual ftrength, fupport to the foul, the 

bread of life, the garment of righteoufnefs. 

He exhorted them all: he neglefled not 

the opportunity of promoting the eternal 

Yvelfare of any individual. He exhorted 

then^ 
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them all, that with purpofe of heart they 
would cleave unto the Lord, He warned 
them individually of the fupreme import- 
ance of being faithful to Him, of whom 
they profefled themfelves the difciples. He 
fet before them the heinous guilt, the tre» 
mendous confequerjces, of falling away, 
Jle taught them, that neither a temporary 
adherence to Chrift, nor an outward and 
formal confeflion of him, conftituted a 
Chriftian. He taught them that, if they 
would be acknowledged at the laft day aS 
Chriftian s, they muft confefs Chrift with 
devotednefs of heart unto the end : confefs 
him by life and by death, by a6ling andi 
by fuffbring ; confefs him by renouncing 
the world ; by living unto him ; by feek- 
^ng his favour, not that of man y by ferving 
him in fpirit and in truth ; by cheerfully ' 
encountering for his fake the lofs of eafc, 
of intereft, of reputation ; by receiving his 
law as the rule of life ; anA by a holy de- 
termination day by day to fubmit to hatred 
and danger, to ridicule and contempt, ra- 
ther than tranfgrefs any one of his com- 
mandments. 

Here you have a fourth mark, by which 
^ good man is to be known. 

Though 
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Though I have ftudioufly allotted but 
few words to the foregoing particulars; 
your patience, I fear, will allow me to make 
only a very fhort application. 

You have now learned, from the infal- 
lible authority of the word of God, th^ 
effential nature of Goodnefs. Accuftom 
yourfelves uniformly to eftimate Goodnefs 
by the fcriptural ftandard 3 not by the ftand- 
ard of the world, but by the flandard of 
God. When you are to form an opinion 
concerning other men, examine aiid con- 
fider and hope and judge with charity : 
but, if you are to judge at all, judge by 
Scripture. Above all things, let the Scrip- 
tures be your guide in judging of your- 
felves. The orderly man may make de- 
corum his idol : the liberal man, liberality : 
the induflrious man, induftry : the cautious 
man, warincfs : the good humoured man, 
popularity in focial intercourfe : the votary 
of honour, reputation. The worfhipper 
of each of thefe idols may obtain from the 
world the charafter of Goodnefs. But ijF 
you are one oi thefe \yorfhippers, let the 
world extol your goodnefs as it may, you 
3re not a good man. While you worfhip 
^ny one of thefe idols, while you worfhip 

any 
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any idol, you cannot be a good man, Do^ 
you defire to attain Goodnefs ? Look to the 
chara6ter of Barnabas. Obferve the pro- 
minent features - in his portrait. Do you 
perceive in yourfelf a genuine refemblance 
to them ? Are you, like Barnabas, full of 
the Holy Ghoji ? Is your bofom the abode 
of Chriftian graces ; of humility and felf- 
abafement; of unfeigned repentance; of 
purity and fpiritual-mindednefs ; of meek- 
nefs, long-fufFering, and forgivenefs; of 
grateful love to the all-fufficient Redeemer? 
Is it, at leaft, your conftant prayer to be 
filled with thefe and other gifts of the Holy 
Spirit ; and your fervent defire to be an 
example of them ? Are you, like Barnabas, 
full of faith ? Is your faith a faith in the 
Lord Jefus ? Is your faith a living faith ? 
Has it weaned you from all reliance on: 
yourfelf to habitual dependence on Chrift? 
Does it conftrain you to a life of zealous 
obedience full of every good word and 
work ? Or, when your confcience upbraids 
the weaknefs of yonr faith ; is your fup- 
plication that of the affli6l:ed father of the 
youth poffeffed by an evil Spirit, Lord! 
I believe : help thou mine unbelief? Are you, 
Ijke Barnabas, glad when you fee the grace 

of 
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^/Godf Do you feel warmly interefl^d in 
the fuccefs of the Gofpel ? Do you feel the 
caufe of Chrift as your caufe ? Is the caufe 
of Chrift that caufe which beyond all others 
you have at heart ? When a fmner is re- 
claimed, when a righteous man makes a 
progrefs in holinefs; do you delight in 
the reflection that it is your God, your 
Redeemer, your greateft BenefaClor, who is 
glorified ? Are you, like Barnabas, vigilant 
and earneft to embrace every fit oppor- 
timity of encouraging others to cleave unU 
the Lerd with purpofe of heart ? To bring 
others unto the love and obedience of 
Chrift is not an office peculiar to the mi- 
pifters of religion. To them it is more 
cfpccially committed. By them it is to he 
cxercifed in a manner different from that 
which becomes thofe, who are not ordained 
to the miniftry. But in an appropriate 
ineafure and degree, watch fulncfs and ex- 
ertion to impart religious^ knowledge and 
affiftance belong to every man. They 'are 
tcftimonies of love to God and man re- 
quired frortl every one. They are teifti- 
monies which every one who loves God 
and man cannot but be folicitous to ren- 
der. Are they teftimonies which in your 

faniiliesj 
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families, among your friends, among your 
acquaintance, among your neighbours, you 
are anxious properly to render ? 

Finally : in examining yourfelves by the 
fcriptural charadters of Goodnefs, take all 
of them together. Venture not to think 
of putting afunder qualifications which 
God lias infeparably joined. More efpc- 
cially beware of being enfnared into the 
prevailing and very fatal delufion, of ima- 
gining that Goodnefs confifts in benevo- 
lence. Benevolence can be at the utmofi: 
but one part of Goodnefs. It is a part of 
Goodnefs which, if it ftands alone, is no- 
thing. What could it avail you to love 
your neighbour as yourfelf ; if you do not 
love the Lord your God with all your 
heart ? Nay the greateft a6ls of kindnefs to 
your fellow-creatures may be entirely def- 
titute of Goodnefs. St. Paul avers that, 
although you bellow all your pofleffions 
to feed the poor, the deed will profit you 
nothing if you have not charity : if you 
have not a cordial love to man founded on 
love to God. You may lay down your 
life, if you are a parent, from afFe6lion to 
your children ; and yet be no more fcrving 
God by the facrifice, no more be afting 
tinder the influence of religion, than the 

9 brute 
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brute animal which encounters death in 
defence of its young. The quality of a 
deed is ftamped by the motive. On every 
occafion examine not only what you do, 
but why you do it. Nothing is fervice to 
God, but that which \s done from love to 
God. Does either reafbn or the Gofpel 
authorife you to expeft that God fhould 
reward a deed which is not intended as 
fervice to Him ? Let me leave before you. 
this praflical truth ; and may divine grace 
intprefs it upon your bofoms : that nothing 
is Goodnefs, which does not proceed from 
love to God ; and that no one is a good 
man, unlefs the love of God be habitually 
the ruling principle of his life. 
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On Pride. 



Prov. xvL 5. 
Every one that is proud in Heart is an Atomic, 



nation to the Lord. 



IN the maladies which aflault the human 
body, a marked diftin6lion prevails as tp 
the relative extenfivenefs of their influence. 
Of fome the force is nearly exhaufted upon 
the ofgan or the limb on which they fatten. 
Others, deeply rooted in the conftitution, 
pervade the general fyftem : and in every 
different ftate of the frame, and in every 
different mode of life, advance their machi- 
nations, and prepare their final triumph. 
Fulnefs of blood flimulates the internal 
foe: debility meets it with languid refifl- 
ance : exertion accelerates its progrefs ; 
fedentary habits facilitate its inroads. A. 

5 kindred 
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kindred analogy difcriminates the cli6 
tempers of the mind. Some, as hatred 
and terror, firmly fixing upon particular* 
objedls, are little excited on ordinary ocda-* 
lions. Others, afpiring to general fway^ 
find, under all circumftajices, and at every 
period, opportunities of gratification. Of 
paffions of this chara6ter the moft eminent 
is Pride. Juilly does it claim the denomi- 
nation of an univerfal paffion* Age or fex 
or fituation exempts not from, its control* 
Body and mind, virtues and vices, it prefTes 
into its fervice. The heart may ficken, the 
imderftanding may recoil, at the profpeft* 
But on every fide the fcene is the fame* 
We behold men proud in health, proud ia 
the chamber of difeafe ^ proud in public, 
proud in retirement ; proud of their fru-* 
gality ; proud of their prof ufion ; proud o( 
their fobriety, proud of their intemperance ^ 
proud of their pride 5 proud of their hu- 
mility, 

Liften to the chara6ler afcribed by diffe- 
rent families to each other. How general 
is that of pride! To fome houfeholds 
covetoufnefs is attributed as an hereditary 
failing; to fome, irafcibility 3 to fome, fuf- 
picion. How much larger is the number 
to wlych pride is imputed ! How few are 

ever> 
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Ifevtti the individuals among your acquain- 
tance whom, iboner or later, you have not 
known to be'" delineated as proud ! How 
frequently has the charge, whether true or 
falfe, whether urged againft families or in- 
dividuals, been brought forward through 
the impulfe of pride in the perfon who 
advances it ! Of the bickerings, the jealou- 
fies, the offences, the diflikes, which fe- 
parate neighbours from each other, how 
large a proportion originates in Pride, ma- 
nifefted by one party or by both ! 

In the day ye eat of the fruit of the tree 
tvhich is in the midji of the gar den ^ faid the 
author of evil to our firft parents j then your 
eyes jhall be opened \ and yejhall be as gods ^ 
knowing good and evil. Pride waS the 
paffion to which he addreiTed himfelf. Who 
art thour among the defcendants of the ori- 
ginal tranigi'effors, who accurately fcruti- 
nifeft thy bofom, and detefteft not pride at 
the bottcnn of thy heart ? Who art thou 
that, after impartial and comprehenfivc 
fcrutiny, difcerneft not pride to be more 
^powerful in thy bofom than almoft any 
other, if not than every other, rebellious 
propehfity ? 

In order that we may the more diftinftly 
contemplate pride as to its nature and its 
confequehces j let us, in the firft place, con- 
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fidcr ifome of its modes of operation : fe^ 
condly, its contrariety to religious principle 
and to the example of our Lord : and^ 
thirdly, the judgements which by the ap- 
pointment of God have been annexed to 
it. We fliall then be prepared to apply 
fome concluding reflexions to ourfelves. 

V 

I. Let us begin with the confideration 
pf national pride. Trace in geographical 
order the feveral kingdoms and ftates by. 
which we are furroimded. Inquire the 
character of each from attentive obfervers, 
to whom by long familiarity it has beeft 
developed. You will perceive different 
regions refpeftively feparated and defined 
by appropriatexmarks of moral difcrimina- 
tion : and you will perceive ope mark 
extended to all. This people will be de- 
fcribed as courageous ; that, as ihterefled ^ 
that, as fickle ; that, as circumfpeft. But, 
before the defcription be completed, yoU' 
will hear each characterized as proud. 
Liflen to the voice of nations converfing^ 
with each other in the public language o£ 
manifeftoes and memorials. How often isi: 
pride the mafter-note by which the whole 
ftrain and cadence is governed ! Liften to 
their moft retired intercourfe imparted by 
the records of fecret negotiation* The 

mafter- 
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.mafter-note is the fame. What is the moft 
frequent, the moft obftinate impediment to 
the fuccefsful conclufion of the treaty? 
Pride: Pride fometimes wearing the fea- 
tures of emulation; fometimes of ambition ; 
fometimes of refentment; fometimes of 
policy; but under every form and at every 
ftep dtfclofing its inherent chara6ler. When 
an injury has been hazarded ; on what 
ground does the difficulty of obtaining re- 
paration commonly reft ? On the value of 
the invaded right ? Seldom either wholly 
or principally. It was probably at the 
inftigation of pride that the aggreffor made 
the feizure. It is pride which inftigates 
his iiruggks to retain it. Prudence^ how- 
ever, or timidity deters him from the con- 
teft. He is not unwilling to reftore his 
prize. But he cannot broo^c humiliation. 
He muft not feem to admit that he has 
done wrong. He muft not appear to have 
been forced into reftitution. .The difgrace 
of conceffion muft be veiled. Some fjiccious 
pretence muft be framed : fome pftenfible 
equivalent devifed: fome decent interval 
allowed. His pride muft be managed : his 
dignity muft be confulted: his honour muft 
be faved. Such are the difclofures, fuch is 
the language^ of diplomatic anna]s. 

jc 2 Throw 



Throw your eye acrofs the narrow butr 
wark of waters, by which the providence 
of the Moft High has divided and defended 
us from the Continent ; and you behold 
one of the moft gigantic of the examples of 
national pride which have ever aftoniftied 
an indignant or a fubjugated world. Our 
concern, however, is with ourfelves. Judge 
noty that ye he not judged. In all our in- 
qumes, national or perfonal, refpefting th^ 
conformity of our motives and our praaice 
to fbme fpecific branch of moral and reli- 
gious^ duty J the important queftion, the* 
queftion at iflue between ourfelves and our 
God, is not whether others have not of- 
fended more; but whether we are not 
offenders. Look on the page of moden* 
hiftory ^ call to mind our public language 
and tranfa6tiona within thecompafs of your 
own memory : and declare in the prefence 
of 'a God of truth, a God who fearchetb 
the heart, whether the vauntings of national 
pride have not on numerous occafions been* 
difplayed. When we have alluded to the 
relative rarJc which we have fuftiaihed 
among the kingdoms of Europe, to the re- 
fpeft and the awe with which the Britifh 
name is regarded in diftant quarters of the 
globe : is it feldom that our hearts have 
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cfccrifhed the emotions and our tongues 
uttered the voice of arrogance ? Has Pro^ 
vidence bleffed us with a viflory ? Has it 
thus made the moft forcible appeal to our 
humility ; thus addreffed itfelf to our gra- 
titude by beftowing, notwithftanding our 
piany fins and provocations, a fignd and 
immerited bleffing? What has been the 
popular cry ? " Behold, a proud day for 
''England!'' Has the Divine Wifdom 
fummoned us to felf-abafement by defeat ? 
How has the fummons been obeyed ? City - 
and country have refounded with the excla- 
mation of felf-fufficient confidence: " Wc 
** mufl: roufe the proud fpir it of Britons T' 
Even on the perilous edge of that con teft for 
life, and for every earthly objeft dearer than 
life, to which we, at this moment, are hur- 
ried by ati inveterate and frantic foe ; how 
generally in the fenate and in the private 
cirple, no lefs than on the parade and in the 
camp, is national pride, under various forms, 
addrefled, applauded, puflied forward to 
additional exeefles ! Woe to the fenfelefs 
counfellors of this world who /peak well of 
pride, which God abhorreth. Proud and 
haughty /corner is his name^ who dealeth in 
proud wrath {a). Shall the counfel of the 

(tf) Prov. xxu 24. 

' K 3 haughty 
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haughty ftand ? Pride goeth before defirue-^ 
tion^ and an haughty fpirit before a fall {hi), 
^here is no kingfaved by the multitude of art 
hojl : a mighty man is not delivered by much 
Jlrength (r). Let us diligently prepare our 
hofts for battle : but on the Lord of Hofts 
be our dependence. Away with every 
Jofty look, every boaftful word, every proud ' 
imagination of the heart. Put on^ as the 
elect of God^ holy and beloved^ humblenefs 
of mind{d). So n\ay we meekly hope 
that the Lord of Hofts ftiall go forth with 
our armies. 

' Turn to the walks of private life. In 
every place pride encounters you. Contem- 
plate fome of its ordinary appearances. 

Survey the man who is intoxicated by 
pride of birth. Forgetful that the long 
line of his anceftry may hdve been cbn-^ 
fpicuous rather for fuccefs than for defert, 
for talents than for virtue : forgetful that 
the gloiy of their fuccefs; the praife of 
their defert, was due not to themfelves but 
to Him, ffom whom is every good and 
perfedl gift : fdrgetful that the merit of 
anceftors aflures not hereditary excellence 
to their defcendent, but renders its abfence 

(3) Prov. XVI. 1 8. (0 Pf. xxxiir. i6. 

{d) Ck)I. iu« 12« 

more 
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ihorc degrading : forgetful that the hum% 
bleft of his menials, the moft defpifed of 
tiie beggars whom he paffes in the ftreet, 
claim a pedigree which terminates in Adam, 
may look back on paradife as the natal feat 
of their progenitors : he fcorns themafs of 
his fellow-creatures as men of yefterday j 
and deems himfelf entitled to homage as 
though he were a being of a higher nature ; 
a being who had condefcended to ftep 
down froni a fuperior orb', to receive for 
a time the refpeft and admiration of the 
inhabitants of this lower fphere. 

Advert to pride of authority. The exercife 
of power affords to pride the moft folid 
gratification . From the higheft chair of office 
to the bench of the conftable ; from the 
general who vaunts of armies at his difpofal, 
to the fportfman who exults in the extent 
of fields, fields perhaps belonging to others, 
pvcr which he is legally authorifed to per- 
fecute the animal race -^ in the hufband, in 
the parent, in the landlord, in the matter ; 
at home and abroad, in bufinefs, in amilfe- 
rnent; in the eagernefs of fome to direft, 
in the reluftance of others to obeyj we 
learn the enfnaring and encroaching influ- 
ence of pride ; we learn how dear to the 
heart of the proud is practical command. 

K 4 Gbferve 
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^ Obfervc the pride of wealth. What 
toil, what folicitude, what confinement, 
what felf-denial, what wearifome and per-* 
fevering induftry, are devoted to the efta-^ 
blifhment of a name for opulence ! To be 
eminent oil the exchange, in the reforts 
of commerce 11 to be pointed out as a man 
rifing in credit and thriving in his enter- 
prizes ; to difcern the gaze of envy in 
others, themfelves high in the catalogue of 
the wealthy ; bow flattering, how gratify^ 
ing ! Through the pride of his countenance^ 
God is not in all his thoughts {e). To hia 
own fagacity, vigilance, and exertion he 
afcribes the praife : to himfelf he offers in- 
cenfe. My power ^ he cries, and the might 
of my hand have gotten me this wealth {f). 
From the pride of accumulation and pot. 
feflion advert to the pride of difplaying 
riches. See new apartments added to the. 
already comfortable manfion. See th^ 
number pf domeftics enlarged. See the 
fplendour of furniture and the luxury of 
the table augmented. See contempt of 
expence affefted. See the praife of mag- 
jiificence afliduoufly purfued. See pride,^ 
by a variety of petty arts adapted to the 

(0 Pialm X. A* (/) Deut. viii. 17. 

purpofes 
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purpofes of oftentation ftooping to. contrivQ 
its own indulgence. 
* Contemplate the pride of genius, )ntel- 
left, and talents. Under how many dif* 
ferent fhapes is it exhibited ! Sometime; 
it manifefts itfelf in difdain of induftry, as 
indicative of dulnefs : fometimes in the love 
of fingularity and paradox ; fometimes in 
boldnefs of fpeculation, and extravagance 
of conjefture : fometimes in pronenefs to 
(tigmatize received opinions as vulgar pre-^ 
judices; and in fceptical repugnance to 
acquiefce in any truth not completely cir- 
cumfcribed within the fpan of human com--- 
prehenfion; fometimes in reluftance to 
difcem and acknowledge the neceffity of 
vniverfal and exclufive dependence on 
Divine Grace for ^ength under trials; 
and when the vaunted po\yers of the un- 
aided mind prove unable to fuftain the foul, 
in fretfiilnefs, impatience, complaints of 
unmerited hardfhips, and open accvifatio;is 
pf the impartiality and goodnefs of God^ 
Sometimes it betrays itfelf by overweening 
ideas which the individual ill difguifes di 
the extent of his own powers, and by his 
unboimded eftimation of their importance : 
fometimes by open fcorn of ordinary men, 
gnd pf the fobriety of common fenfe : fome- 

J4 times 
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times fcy unwarranted daringnefs of enter-' 
prife, and prefumptuous confidence of fuc- 
cefs- Sometimes it is difplayed in impa- 
"^ 5 tience of contradiftion, in oracular fenten- 
tioufnefs, in a diftatorial delivery of opinion : 
foraetimes in the authoritative claim, or in 
the pretended contempt, of applaufe: fome- 
times in antipathy to real or imaginary 
rivals ; and in determined averfion to re- 
cognize merit in others, efpecially in any 
perfon diftinguifhed by qualities of mind, 
kindred to thofe in which this votary of 
pride makes his boaft, 

Obferve the pride of literary and profeP* 
fional attainments. Behold the man of 
learning in his library fwelling with con- 
fcious erudition. Behold hint fhunni^ig 
fociety with fullen fupercilioiifnefs : or 
coming forth into the world a haughty 
polemic, difplaying himfelf in the field of 
controverfy as a Radiator in the Circus; 
eager to draw the eyes of the fpeftators to 
admiration of his prowefs ; combating for 
viftory rather than for truth 3 loading and 
ftiffening the mdft familiar fubjeft of dif- 
courfe with dogmatical arrangement and 
the pedantiy of quotation; engaging in 
focial converfc with the maimers ahd f em- 
pers of a difputant ftudious to exhibit his 

pre-eminence. 
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pre-eminence, and, in the fpirit of literary 
defpotifm, to frown down or bear down 
oppofition. Confider the . different pro^ 
feflions, whether deligned primarily for tlic 
fupport or for the embellifliment of life;* 
and, behold in the conduft of numbers who 
have attained to difl:in6bion a melancholy 
proof of the facility with which pride in- 
linuates itfelf into dominion over the hearty 
Skill, ingenuity, fuccefs, how often, inftead 
of humbling the mind with .a convidlion 
of the bounteous goodnefs of God, do they 
inflate it with felf-complacency ^ and tempt 
it to afcribe to itfelf the powers which are 
the gift, and the events which are the ap- 
pointment, of the Mofl High ! 

Several other forms under which pride 
reveals itfelf might be diflinguifhed by par- 
ticular notice : more efpecially the pride of 
fafliion, which, at one time, allies itfelf with 
vanity ; at another, afTuming a loftier deport- 
ment, conftitutes the character recently de- 
lineated, on a preceding occafion, whom the 
world denominates the man of honour {g). 
But is there not yet an example of pride too 
portentous to be pafTed over in filence, or 

{g) See the preceding Sermon ; and alfo voL i. p. 380 

to 
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to lurk under the vaguenefs of general ex;* 
preffions? There is ah example which 
unfolds more glaringly than any or than all 
of thofe which have hitherto been adduced, 
the odioufnefs, the malignity, the heinout- 
nefs of this univerfal paffion. Who is this 
model of deformity? Who is this that, 
like Leviathan in the waters, is a king over 
the children of fride {h) ? The man of 
spiritual pride. The man who, with the 
ipirit of the Pharifee, exclaims, God^ I thank 
thefy that I am not as other men are (/), 
The man who, from the pinnacle of felf- 
righteoufnefs looking fcornfuUy down upon 
his neighbour, cries. Stand by thyfelf: come 
not near to me : for J am holier than 
thou{k). 

t 

II, Reflect on the irreconcilable con» 
trariety between pride and religious prin.,- 
ciple, as that principle ftands recorded in 
the Scriptures, and exemplified in the cha^ 
rafter of our Lord Jefus Chrift. 

The comer-ftone of Chriftian virtue, of 
Chriftian faith, is humility. What was the 
moft powerful obftacle to the converfion of 
the Jews ? Pride : Pride which forbade 

\h) Job» xli. 34« (f) Luke» zvUi. 1 1. 

>)Ifaiah,lxv.5, 

them 
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them to ftncaincc their expe6lations of a 
triumphant Mefliah, and their confidence 
in their perfonal righteoufnefs : Pride, which 
aggravated the offence of the Crofs, the 
ignominy of acknowledging a Redeemer 
whb had died between two malefaftors :. 
Pride, which permitted them not, when 
they had crucified the Malter, to liften tot 
the fervants : Pride, which prohibited theta 
from brooking the extinction of the Mofafc 
ritual, and the admiffion of Samaritans an4 
Gentiles into favour with God and commu<" 
jiion with the defcendents of Jacob. WhatT^ 
obftacle chiefly impeded the converfion gf 
the Romans and the Greeks ? Pride: Pride/ 
which Ihamed them with the thought of 
accepting a religion iprung from Judea, ai^d 
difclaiming the fubtleties and the parade of 
philofophy. What is the primary fource of 
modern unbelief ? . Pride : Pride^ which re- 
fiifes to do homage to the wifdom of Reve- 
lation, and bow the neck to the yoke of the 
Gofpel . On whom did Jefus Chrift find it the 
mofl difficult to niakc an impreffion ? On 
the extortioner and the unchafte ? T^he pub-^ 
It cans and A^rA/i,faidhe,to the haughty Pha- 
rifees, go into the kingdom of God before ^ou (/)• 

(/) Matt, xxi.ji. 

Whom 
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Whom did his Apoftles the moft eafily per- 
fuade ? The man diftinguifhed by rank, or 
knowledge ? Not many wife men after the 
fiefh^ replies St. Paul, not many mighty^ not 
many noble are called. But God hath chofen 
the foolijh things of this world to confound 
the wife: and God hath chofen the weak 
things of the world to confound the things 
which are mighty : and bafe things of the 
world and things which are defpifed hath 
God chofen {m) : the ignorant, becaufe they 
were not too proud to learn; the poor, 
becaufe they were alfo poor in fpirit ; the 
humbl? in ftation, becaufe they were alfo 
lowly in mind. Whom does the expe- 
rience of miniflers of religion now pro- 
nounce leaft open to conviftion ? The diiC- 
honeft and the diffolute ? No. The cold 
and carelefs fcorner. Compared with the 
man whofe heart is fhut up in felf-righ- 
teoufnefs, or fteeled by inveterate contempt, 
the abandoned profligate is a hopeful fub- 
je6t of converfion. Do you wonder then 
to hear the voice of the Scriptures raifed 
in continual admonitions againft Pride, in 
continual exhortations to humility ? In the 
mouth of the foolijh is a rod of Pride. The 

(m) 1 Cor. i. 26— 23. 

6 Lard 
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*• Lord hatetb a proud l&oL A high look and 
a proud heart is Jin. Pride and arrogancy 
do I bate. Every one that is proud in heart 
is an abomination to the hordi The Pride of 
life is not vf the Father^ but of the worlds 
If any man love the worlds the love of the 
Father is not in him. When pride cometh^ 
then cometh fbame : but with the lowly is 
wifdom. Be clothed with humility : for God 
rejijleth the proud y but giveth grace to the 
bumble. Thus faith the high and lofty One 
that inhabit etb eternity^ whofe name is Holy j 
hdwell with him that is, of an humble Jpir it;, 
Whofoever eon alt etb himfelf fhall be abafedi 
and he that humbleth himfelf fhall be exalted. 
Serve the Lord with all humility of mind. 
Walk humbly with thy God (n). 

So fpeak the warnings and the precepts 
of Scripture. How fpeaks the example of 
our Lord? Being in the form ofGody and 
thinking it not robbery to be equal with God^ 
be made himfelf of no reputation^ and took 
upon him the form of a fervant and was 
made in the likenef of men : and being found 
infafhion as a than ^ he humbled himfelf and 
became obedient unto deaths even the death 

(«) Prov. xiv. 3. VI.' 17. xxi, 4. viii. 13. xvi. 5. xi. !• 
1 John, ii. 15, 16. I Pet. v. 5. Ifaiah, Ivii. 15. Lukcy 
xiy. II. A6ts, XX. i^. Micah^ vi. 8^* 
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of the Crofs {p). Though by nature Cod^ 
voluntarily to become man $ to be bom in 
the meaneft ftation ; to be deftitute of a 
place where to lay his head ; to fele6t a£» 
fociates and difciples of the loweft rank j 
to be the fcom of the wealthy and the 
powerftil ; to lead a life of continual toil^ 
of unceafing peril ; to deliver himielf into 
the hands of his implacable enemies ; to 
fubmit to be the jeft of the rabble, the de^ 
rifion of the foldiery ; to hide not his face 
from fhame and fpitting; to bear the reedi 
the crown of thorns, the purple robe > 
to hear a feditious murderer preferred be- 
fore him: to endure with meeknefs this 
aggravated malignity, this extremity of in- 
fult, from creatures whom his word' had 
formed, whom his word could inftantly 
have annihilated; to die between two thieves 
by the moft ignominious mode of death; to 
die thus, praying for his deftroyers ; to die 
thus as an atoning facrifice for a rebellious 
* and apoftate world : is not this Humility t 
Is it not humility ftupendous, forpaffing 
example, ftretching the limits of human 
comprehenfion ? Tbiswas the mind which was 
in Cbriji Jefus. Followers of Chrift Jefus ! 

{o) Pliilipp. ii. 6— 8» 

Let 
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Let this mind be in you {p). Come^ lalth 
your Lord, and leaf n of Me : for lam meik^ 
Und lowly in heart (^)* I have given yctti^ 
he exdiaims in conclilding a [ira6):ical UC- 
{on of humility ; I have given yoii dn ek^ 
ample that ye Jhould do as I have done (r). 
This Was the mind which was in Chrift 
Jefus, ]P*olIowers of Chrift J6fus ! let this 
mmd k in you, 

IIL fiehold in the fpecial judgements by 
which the Almighty has in former agfes 
manifefted his indignation againft Pride, 
the vengeance which it has at all times to 
expeft from his unchangeable abhorrence. 

The judgements with which the Supreme 
Being chaftifes nations for a particular fin 
are not only penal infliftions upon the whole 
J)eople colle6lively, but fpecial tokens of 
difpleafure againft every individual guilty 
of the offence. What is the fin which 
ftahds prominent in the annals of holy writ, 
as having difclofed peculiar enormity by 
drawing down in the moft fignal manner 
national vengeance from ffcove ? Pride. 
ytThat is the fin which h^^drawn down 



0) Philtpp. 11. ;. (7) Matth. XI. 2%i 29. 

(r) John» xiii* 15. . 
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jthc moft Gonfpicvious vengeance on incKvE- 
4ual jcharafters ? Pride. Why doth God 
decree the deftruftion of Moab? Moah^ 
faith ;God, Jhall be Jkfiroy^d from being Of 
people y becaufe he hath magnijiedhimfelf^gainjt 
the X<ord. We have heard the pride of Moab ;. 
he is exceeding proud\ bis loftinefs^ and hix 
arrogancy^ and his pride ^ and the haughtinefsi 
of his heart (i). Why is Edom to perifh ? 
The pride of thine heart hath deceived thee r 
therefore Edm Jhall be a defolation (/). 
Why is Tyre to be demolifhed for ever ^ 
Becaufe her heart is lifted up^ the Lord of 
Hojis hath purpofed to Jiain the pride of aU^ 
ber glory {u). Why is Babylon doomed ta 
perpetual ruin ? Behold^ I am againjl thee^^ 
O thou moji proud^ faith stbe Lord God (f 
Ho/is. Call together the archers again^^ 
Babylon: all ye that bend the boWy camp^ 
Againfi her round about ^^ let none efcape :- 
recompenfe her according to her work : for- 
Jhe hath .been proud againjl the Lord (w)i. 
Why was lirael menaced with devouringj^ 
vengeance? l^caufe their heart was exalted z 
Ibecaufe the pride of Ifrael tejlifed to bii^ 
face (jc). Why was thi? king of Aflyria 

(/) Jerem. xlTiii. 29* 41* Ifaiah. xiuS. (/) Jerem* 
xHx. i6f I?* (tf) Ezek. zxviii. 2» Ifalah« 3txiii. ;9« 

{^wi) Jerem* L ^9* 31* («^) Hofea# ziii. 6. vii. lo.. 

rcn- 
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rendered a monument of divine wrath? 
Becaufe thou haft exalted thy voice and lifted 
up thine eyes againft the Holy One of Ifrael y 
I will puniftb the fruit of the ftout heart of 
the king of AJJyria and the glory of his high 
looks {y). Why was Nebuchadnezzar dri- 
ven from his throne to herd with the beafts 
of the field ? Becaufe his heart was lifted up 
and his mind was hardened with Pride (2;). 
Why was Uzziah branded with incurable 
kprofy, and cut off from the houfe of the 
Lord ? Becaufe his heart alfo was lifted 
VP (^)> ^nd impelled him with obflinatc 
prefumption , to invade the office of the 
priefl:. Why was Hezekiah punifhed with 
the prophetic intelligence that his treafures 
fhould be the prey, and his poflerity the 
captives, of the Babylonians ? Becaufe he 
ejdiibited with oflentatious arrogance thi 
riches with which God had blefTed him. 
Hezekiah rendered not again according to the 
benefit done unto him : for his heart was 
lifted up : therefore there was wrath upon 
him {b.) How did God bring Ahitophel 
to deftruflion ? By mortifying that pride 
of wifdora with which he was inflated^ 

{y) 2 Kings> XIX. 32* Ifaiah,x. I2. (s) Danielt 

▼. %o. {a) 2 Chron. ;cxvi. iS« {h) 2 Cliroi^* 

sx»i.'25« and Tee a Kings, zx. 13— 18. and Ifaiaht zxiz. 

J. z The 
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Tbt cmnfel of Ahitophel was in thofe days 

AS if a man bad enquired at the oracle of God. 

And when be faw that his counfel was not 

followed^ he arofe and hanged himfelf (r). 

Why was Herod finitten by an Angel ahd 

eaten, while yet alive, of worms ? . Becaufe 

in the arrogance of his heart he gave not to 

God the glory (d). What was the fource 

of that lukewarmnefs in the Laodiceans, 

againft which the divine indignation is pro- 

claimed? Spiritual Pride. Thou fayeji, I 

am richy and increafed with goods and have 

need of nothing {e). Behold on how many. 

forms of Pride the recorded judgements of 

the Moft High have fallen I All thefe things • 

happenned unto them for en f ample s : and they 

are written for our admonition {f). 

My brethren ! has it been needful to en- 
ter into larger details ? Is not Pride con^ 

vifted as in every fliape utterly unchriftianj 
as the primaiy caufe of the fall of Man ; as 
in all ages the foundation of the moft hei- 
nous fins, of the moft tremendous judge- 
ments ? Yet have ye not beheld Satan tranf* 
formed into an angel of light ? Have ye not . 
beheld Pride ufurping the femblance of 
Virtue ? Have ye not heard Pride loaded 

{t) t Sam. XVI, 2J. xvii. 2j. {J) Ads, xii. 23. 

\e) Rev. ill. 17. (/) I Cor.s:. 11. 

7 >yith 
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with panegyric, recx)mmended to imitation? 
Have ye not heard of proper Pride, of 
decent Pride, of honourable Pride, of manly 
Pride? Do you not inceflantly hear this 
jargon from the lips of profefled Chriftians ? 
Proper Pride, decent Pride, honourable 
Pride, manly Pride ! Talk rather of proper 
malignity; of decent blafphemy; of ho- 
nourable barbarity; of manly murder I 
Be not deceived : God is not mocked: Pride, 
with whatever epithets it may be attended, 
under whatever decorations it may be dif- 
guifed, is pride, is fin. That the proud in 
heart ftiould vindicate Pride; that by fubtle- 
ties of expreflion and delufive diftinftions 
they fhould labour to provide excufes and 
pleas for the indulgence of their ruling 
paflion, is not wonderful. Leave Pride to 
the proud. Be not ye corrupted by evil 
communication to call evil good, and dark- 
nefs light. The word of God is your ftan- 
dard. By that ftandard try every word, 
and motive, and temper, and aftion. 

Pride is ever fetting up itfelf againft 
Heaven. Wheii it looks to God, it is 
with a defire of being freed from depen- 
dence on Him. When it confiders men, 
it undervalues His gifts to others; and 
prompts us to a6l, with rcfpeCt to His gifts 

1-3 t^ 
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to ourfelves, as though they were inhcrcrtt- 
in us, or were our due. Hence the fretful' 
impatience of the prefumptuous under the 
laws and difpenfations of Infinite Wifdom. 
Hence the fcornful eye and the boaftfal 
tongue. Hence, in the daily paths of com- 
mon life, men avow themfelves proud of 
the liiccefs, proud of the marks of favour, 
qf preference, of honour, by which they 
are diftinguilhed. What are thefe diftinc- 
tions but calls for gratitude and humility ? 
When St. Paul, comparing. the extent of 
bis exertions with thofe of the other Apof- 
tlej, incidentally exclaims, / laboured more 
abundantly than they all : with what fbli- 
citude does he inftantly guard the expref* 
fion againft the imputation of feeming 
Pride — Tet not /; but the grace of God which 
fpas with me {g) ! Whoever thou art who 
glorieft, give the glory to God. Who maketb 
thee to differ frgm another ? And. what haji 
thou thai thou didji not receive ? Now ifthm 
iidjl receive it^ why doji thou^ glory as if thou 
badfi not received it {h) ? 

Finally, in fcrutinifing your own bofom, 
that you may difcover whether it is under 
the influence of Pride, inveftigate with the 

(r) I Cor. XV. lO. Ik) i Cor. iv. 7. 

minuteft 
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wmmteft accuracy your fcnfatrons in cafes 
of competition. Men, reflefting with com- 
placency on their affable deportment to- 
wards th^r infericMTs, on tliat groynd take ' 
frequent credit with therfifelves fbi: humi- 
lity J and adluaUy l)ecome puffed up with 
arrogance* in the contemplation of their 
imaginary meeknefs/ But bring them into 
contaft with their equalsi and rivals : and 
the dominion of Pride is flagrant. Unlefs 
yourbofom is fwayed by.unaffefted humi- 
lity in your intercourfe with equals and with 
rivals 5 unlefs habitually and xiniyerfal^ 
you mind not high tbtngi 5 conceive not that 
you are not the flave of Pride becafufe yoi^ 
^imdffcend to men of tow ejiate^ [iy 
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SERMON VIII, 

Zeal illnllrated by the (^hara6ler pf Jclm, 



2 Kings, x. i6. 

Come with me^ and fee my zeal for tht 

Lord. 

i 

• 

TN regions where civilization has made 
* but feeble advices, opinion§ grofsly 
erroneous prevail coneerriing fome of the 
jnoft valuable produftions of the earth, 
^ubftances which, among nations enlight- 
ened by fcience, are daily introduced \yitl:^ 
lignal utility in medicine, in manufaftureS;^ 
in various arts which fmoothen or embelr 
lifh the paths of life, are indifcriminately 
negleftpd and defpifed : or, in confequenj:e 
of mifchievous effefts produced by a raih 
and unfkilfiil application of them, oi" by 
heterogeneous mixtures with which they are 
debafed, become ob|e6ts of averfion and of 

4r€ad^ 
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dread. Or having been found, in cafual 
trials, to be endued with beneficial powers ; 
they are extolled as invefted with a kind 
of ma^Cal influence, and are blindly cm- 
ployed as ppfleffed of univerfal efficacy. 
Similar mifconceptions not unfrequendy 
predqipinate even among Qurfelves concern-^ 
ing highly eftimable endowments of thf 
mind : and predominate from fimilar caufes, 
a very inaccurate infight intg the nature of 
thofe endowments, and a hafty and un^ 
warrantable ufe and appropriation of thcan. 
Thus by fome, gejiius is admired as an all* 
powerful talent, grafting without an effort 
the treafures of Ta% and Knowledge f 
while by other? \\ is depreciated as unfitting 
the intelleft for patient refearchf and ter- 
minating in tinfel and fuperfjcial attain- 
ments. And thus it is that induftry at one ' 
time is dignified as nearly fuperfeding the 
neceffity of penetration and invention ; at 
another i§ degraded as cold, plodding, fer- 
yile, infenfible to refinement, the affociatc 
of pedantry and dulnefs. 

Among mental qualities there is fcarcely, 
perhaps, one more commonly mifunderllood 
and lefs accurately appreciated than zeal. 
One clafs of men, furveying with indig- 
l^^ation the timidity and felfifhneis of the 

luke- 
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lukewarm, applaud that condufV in them- 
leives as unfophifticated zeal, which is 
4eq)ly tinged with indifcretionj infubor-^ 
dination and unchriftian vehemence. Art 
oppofite clafs, deeming zeal but another 
name for fiery intokrance and enthufiaftic 
wildneTs, abhor it as reftlefs, fknguinary^ 

Itnd fenatical : and look with fufpicion oni ' 
ittoderation itfelf, until it has fubfided fb 

low as fcarcely to be diftinguiftiable from 
apathy. 

Come *witb me and fee my zeal Jor tlk 
Lord. Such were the words of felf-com* 
incndation, which Jehu addrefled to Je^ 
lionadab, the fon of Rechab. The fpirit 
fcy which Jehu was'^kftuated, the fpirit tq 
which he affigns the denomination oi zeal 
for the Lordy is to be meafured and efti- 
mated by his a6lions. An examination o{ 
His conduft will enable us to draw fbrtH 
into clear light, imd to detach from extra- * 
neous incumbrances, the charafteriftic fea- 
tures of genuine zeal for religion. 

i; The undertaking in which Jehu was 
engaged was the extermination of the fa- 
mily of Ahab. By the murder of Naboth, 
and by habitual idolatry, Ahab flood con- 
demned to death under the impartial juflice 

of 
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of the divine law. The fentence was de- 
nounced. In the place where dogs Ikked the 
blood of Nabotby Jhall dogs lick thy bloody eve ft 
thine. I will bring evil -upon thee ; / will 
take away thy pojierity ; and will make thine 
houfe like the houfe of Jeroboam^ thefgn oj 
Nebaty and like the houfe of Baajha tbefon 
of Ahijah^ for the provocation wherewith 
thou haft provoked me to anger ^ and made 
Jfrael to fin {a). In_ confequence of his 
contrition and humiliation before God, 
Ae deftruftion of his houfe was delayed. 
Becaufe Ahab humbleth himfelf before me^ 
faid the word of the Lord to Elijah, I will 
not bring the evil in his days : but in his fori s^ 
days will I bring the evil upon his houfe {b). 
Ahab was now dead. In the vineyard of 
Naboth, the dogs had licked his blopd. 
His fons Ahaziah and Jehoram, fucceffively 
inheritors of his throne, and fearlcfs of the 
impending judgement, perfifted in idolatry. 
In the twelfth year of the reign of the lat- 
ter prince the hour of retribution arrived. 
JBy the fpecial appointment of God, Jehu 
was anointed to be king over Ifrael ; and 
was at the fame time commiffioned forth- 
with to eradicate the houfe of Ahab. Thus 

la) I Kings, xxi. 19. a a. [h) i Kings, xxi. 29. 
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faith the Lord God oflfrael ; / ha'oe anointed 
thee king over the people of the Lord, ^hoti 
fkalt fmite the houfe of Ahab. The whole 
houfe of Ahah Jhall perip {c). In extir- 
pating the devoted race, Jehu afted under 
the immediate mandate of God. His zeal 
conformed itfelf to the revealed will of 
heavens exerted itfelf in the path of duty. 
Thus it poffeffed the primary diftinftion, 
by which genuine zeal for religion is cha- 
rafterifed. I 

It is not however by a fingle charafteriftic 
that genuine zeal is afcertained. In colour 
the counter may exhibit a perfect refem-* 
blance of the unadulterated gold. B ut how 
ilands the comparifbn as to weight, as to* 
folidity, as to duftility ? Let us bring the 
zeal of Jehu to th? teft of adjditional crir 
iterions, 

II. In the profecution of his objeft Jehu 
fpeedily difplayed a ferocious and cruel 
ipirit. When he met Jehoram, for whom, 
though no longer entitled to allegiance, 
Ibme emotions of tendernefs might natu- 
rally have been excited by the remem- 
brance- of antecedent connexion j he 

{c) 2 Kings/ ix, $—-8. 

encouuTf 
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encountered the fallen monarch with un- 
mitigated bitternefs of reproach : and, iri- 
ftcad of devolving on his attendants the 
office of cxa6ling the forfeited life of his 
former raafter, inftantly, with his own 
hands, executed the fentencc himfelf. 
That Jezebel the widow of Ahab and the 
mother of Jehoram, that fhe who, during 
fo many years, had flood forward as the 
patronefs of idolatiy, fhould die; that 
the blood of the prophets and the biood 
of all the fervants of the Lord^ which 
had been fhed by her authority, fhould 
now be avenged upon her head, was a pro- 
minent part of the divine commifTion {d). 
How did Jehu fulfil the mandate of God ? 
When he entered the city of Jezreel, Jw 
law her as fhe leaned from a window: 
and, perceiving that fome individuals of 
her houfehold were prepared to ob^ any 
direflions which he fhould give, he com- 
manded them to throw her headlong into 
the flreet : and fome of her blood wasfprink^ 
led on the wall and on the horfes ; and he trode 
her underfoot. The crimes of this wretched 
woman were devoid of every plea for com- 
pafHon. But to trampk her to death under 

{d) z Kings, ix. 7. 

the 
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the feet of his horfes, to drive his chariot 
in the public ftreets over her mangled 
frame, w^as an aft of favage exultation, of 
wanton barbarity, an aft neither enjoined 
by the voice of the Moft High, nor war- 
ranted by any plea of neceflity. Genuine 
zeal for religion, is a branch of the wifdom 
that is from above. It is therefore, ^f^ pure ; 
then peaceable^ gentle^ full of mercy {e)^ 
With perfevering firmnefs, unfwayed by 
prohibited feelings, it difcharges every duty, 
however painful, which is impofed by the 
commandments of God. But it ftiuns 
even a word of needlefs feverity ; and la- 
bours to unite abhorrence of fin with the 
ampleft exercife of juftifiable mildnefe 
towards the finner. Is the zeal of Jehu, 
thus deeply polluted by the malignity of 
human paflions. Zeal for the Lord? Glory 
noty and lie not againfi the truth. T^hii 
zeal defcendeth not from above : but is earthly^ 
fenfuaJy devilijh [f). Such, when we con- 
template this part of the conduft of Jehu, 
are the forebodings with which our bofoms 
are filled. 

III. Zeal neceffarily bears a charafter 
of publicity. It manifefts itfelf in aftion: 

^i) James, iiL 17; (/) James, lii. 14, 15. 
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and, when dircfted to objefts of extenlive 
importance, is conftrained to labour before 
the eyes and amidft the concourfe of men» 
Oenume zeal for religion, thoroughly im- 
bued with thefpirit of Chriftian humility^ 

though it cannot retire from notice, courts 
not popular obfervation. Stedfaft, yet un- 
obtrufive. it fubmits ta the general gaze^ 
to the general noife of tongues, . which^ 
without reUnquLfliing its appointed office^ 
it cannot avoid : but pufhes not forward 
vain-glorious pretenfions, delights not ta 
become the fpeflaclc of wonder, the theme 
of applaufe. Is this the principle by which^ 
Jehu appears to be impelled > Conre with- 
mey andf Jee my T^al for the Lord. His^ 
iUmguage is the language of arrogance and 

fjAentation. He fays i>ot to Jehonadab ^ 
•• Come with me and ftrengthen my hand?^^ 
^ under dif&culties. Come with me and 

** fiigg^ft P tl^ hour of temptation the: 
•* counfels c^ humility. Come with me^ 
** and animate my gratitude to our Cod for 
*^' this unmerited elevation/' — ^* Comewitb 
^ me/* he cries^ "and behold me and ad^ 
•* mire me. Survey ray a^vity, ray vigi- 
^ lance, my fagadty, my pious deteftatioa 

** of the raeeof Ahab, tny devoted attach- 
•^ ment to thfi honour of Jehovah ! "" At^ 

tachment 
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tachment to the honour of Jehovah I Jehil 
receives honour from men. Can be trilly 
believe in Jehovah {g) f Jehu laUes tbi 
fraife of men. Does he Hot love it mori 
than the praife ofQod {b) f ]ch\l founds d 
trumpet before him as the hypocrites doy that 
, he may have glory of men ; perforllls his 
exploits in the ftreets that he may befeen of 
men (/). Is it thus that he fhall obtain tf 
reward from our Father who is in heaven ? 
Our forebodings concerning the nature oi 
his zeal acqyuire additional ftrength. Erel 
long they may be converted into cer-* 
tainties. 

IV. Tl)e zeal that is from above is^ firfi^ 
pure. However ardent in the profccution 
of its objeft, it reforts not to means which 
are unjuftifiable. It abominates craft ahcf 
duplicity. It abhors the fuggeftions of that 
worldly wifdom, which teaches to do evil 
that good may come {Jk). How fares the zeal 
of Jehu, when tried by this criterion? 
From the deftruftion of Jezebel thenew 
king of Ifrael proceeds to the extirpation of 
the feventy fons of Ahab. The letters 
which he dilpatches on this fubjeft to the 

{£) John V, 41. (A) John, xii. 44. 

(f) Macth. vi. %. 5. . (i) Roxn. iii. 8. 
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rulers to whom the education of the young ; 
mofi has been committed 3 and his fubfe- 
quent addrefs to the inhabitants of Jezreel; 
while he points to the feventy heads piled * 
in heaps at the gate of the city, befptak a . 
mind eftranged from the paths of (impli- 
city and truth, and verfcd in the mazes of • 
dark and ambiguous policy. But the 
crookednefs and fubtlety of the machitiH^ 
tions in which he delights fpeedily become, 
more confpicuous. He prepares to exter^ 
minate the worfliippers of Baal : men ju* 
dicially condenuied to death by the Mofaic 
law, and comprehended within the comr. 
miffion with which Jehu, the minifter of 
divince vengeance, was inverted. How does 
he proceed to execute his purpofc ? In- 
the plain tracR of fmcerity ? In unmixedL . 
depende^ice on the Omnipotent God^ who- 
hatetb a lying tongue (/) ? Does he pro- 
claim his own deteftation of idolatry, the 
fentence denounced againrt idolaters, his 
fpecial obligation to cariy the fentence inta 
efFeft? He has recourfe to the mort ig^. 
nominious deceit. He proclaims himfelf 
the Proteftor of Idolatry. AfFefting to 

, regard as inconfiderable and Unworthy of 

« 

(/) Prov.vi. 16, 17. 
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Baal the facrifices which had been accumu- 
lated on his altars, and the honours ta' 
which his priefts and prophets had beea 
exalted, by Ahab : he announces to the 
aifembled people of Ifrael the abundantly ' 
greater veneration which the idol and his 
votaries may expeft from the prefent occu- 
pier of the throne. Abab ferved Baal a 
little : but yehujhallferve him much. Call 
unto me all the prophets of Baaly all hisfer-^ 
vants and all his priefis : let none be want^ 
ing: for I have d great facrifice to do to 
Baal {m\ From every corner of the land 
the worlhippers of Baal haften. The king 
vrelcomes themt with impoling refpeft. 
Bring fortby he cries, vejlments^ bring forth 
robes of honour, for the worjhippers of 
Baal In blind exultation they crowd the 
temple of the idol, unfufpicious that they 
are themfelves the deftined vi6tims. They 
offer their facrifices and burnt-offerings : • 
nor (io^s the king, watchful to confirm 
their fecurity, fcruple his participation (»)4- 
At the commencement of the ceremony the 
guards, pofted at the doors, are roufed to 

(«i) See the whole tranfadUoo recorded 2 Kings, x^ 
i8--aS. 

(n) And It came to pafs as foon as He had made an cad 
of ofTeriog the burntK)ffcring, &c« —2 Kings, x. 25. 
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vigilance by the admonitory menace: If 
any of the then whom I have brought into 
your hands ^ efcape ; he that letteth him go, 
his life Jhall be for the life of him. At the 
clofe they hear the mandate of deftruftion 5 
Go in andjlay them^ let none come forth.— ^ 
Hhus Jehu dejlroyed Baal out of IfraeL 
Thus it was. Not by a fearlefs application 
of the law 5 not by a pious difcharge of 
his regal office ; but by perfidious deceit, 
by idolatrous hypocrify, does he infli6l: the 
merited punifhment on the criminals. 
Does he^plead that, if f)e did it in fubtlety^ it 
was to the intent that he might dejiroy the 
nioorpippers of Baal ? Does he afk ; ijr the 
truth of God hath tnore abounded through my 
lie unto his glory ; why yet am I alfo judged as 
cfinner {0) ? Woe to the man that plunges 
into wickednefs, under pretence of pro- 
moting righteoufnefs ! Woe to the man 
that difobeys one of the commandments 
of God, on the plea, that he (hall thus ren- 
der more efficacious obedience to another ! 
Still do y6u cherifh a floating doubt as to 
the nature of the zeal of Jehu ? Try that 
zeal by yet another teft j and not a ftiadow 
of uncertainty will remain. 

(p) Rom. 111. 7» 

M 2 V. Gc- 
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V. 'Genuine zeal for religion is, in thr* 
flrifteft import of the terms, zeal for the , 
Lard. Its prime objeft is the glory of Je- 
hovah ; the honour of his name, the purity 
of his worfhip, the influence of his law. 
Is fuch the zeal of Jehu ? Are his cruelty^ 
his oftentation, his falfehood, no moire 
than heterogeneous mixtures, ftupendous 
indeed in colle6live magnitude, yet no 
more than extraneous impurities, unnatu- 
rally, adhering to a latent yet aftual zeal for 
religion 5 clouding and debafing the living 
flame, yet without extinguiftiing or fuper^^ 
feding it ? Or has in truth fonxe other 
principle the dominion of his heart ? From 
the Jim of Jeroboam the fon of Neb at ^ who 
Pi4de Ifrael to Jin, Jehu departed not ^^ ta 
wity the golden calves that were in Bethel 
and in Dan, Jehu took no heed to walk im, 
the law of the Lord God of Ifrael with all bis 
heart : for he departed not from the fns of 
Jeroboam^ which made Ifrael to Jin. Here 
the mafter-motive ftands difplayed, Jehu, 
raifed by the hand of God to the throne, 
now looks for the fecurity of it to his own 
ppljcy. J^eftitute of faith in Him to whom 
he was indebted for all ^ he trufts not to the 
King of kings for the permanence of the 
gifts which He beftowed. Deftitute of 

gratitude 
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gratitude to his gracious Benefa6!:or, who 
had raifed him to a throne as little expeftcd 
as deferved ; who, notwithftanding many 
enormities in Jehu's proceedings, had re- 
warded the extermination of the houfe of 
Ahab with an affurance that the crown 
Ihould remain in the family of Jehu during 
four generations : he returns for unmerited 
kindnefs habitual profaneand prefumpftuoUs 
difobedience. While regard to the com- 
mandments of God conducted him in the 
• path of advancement; he was eager to obejr. 

The profcribed houfe of Ahab, the obftacle 
to his own exaltation, he delayed npt to 
extirpate. Of the votaries of Baal, natu- 
rally attached tp that family by which they 
had been patronifed, he fpared not one. 
Hut here, to his carnal apprehenfion, obe- 
dience and intereft ceafe to coincide. Grasp- 
ing the fceptre of Ifrael, he beholds with 
fufpicious alarm the dormant claims of the 
' dependents of David. In the monarch of 
Jerufalem he contemplates a riva^. Shall 
he permit the men of Ifrael three times in 
a year to go up to worfhip in the temple 
reared in his rival's capital, to be mingled 
with his rival's fubjefts ? That the men 
of Ifrael fhould three times in a year go up 
to worfhip at Jerufalem, is the recorded and 

M 3 peremptory 
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peremptory command of the Moft High* 
Three times in a year Jhall all thy males ap-- 
pear before the Lord thy God in the place 
which he Jhall choofe {p). The chofen 
place is Jerufalem, Thus faith the Lord. 
But what faith political expediency ? S.hc 
whifpers in the ear of Jehu, as fhe whim- 
pered to Jeroboam ; If this people go up to 
dofacrifice irj, the houfe of the Lord at Jeru^^ 
falem j th(n Jhall the heart of this people turn 
again, and the kingdom Jhall return to the 
houfe of David {q). The choice of the king 
is at once decided. It is too much for you^ 
he proclaims to the people, to go up to Je- 
rufalem. Behold thy gods^ O Ifrael, the 
golden calves of Bethel and Dan, which 
brought thee up out of the land of Egypt. 
He whb has recently been a pretended 
worfhippet of Baal, now becon)es a real 
worfhipper of the golden calves. He who 
has been exalted to fovereign power for the 
exprefs purpofe of annihilating idolators, 
converts his authority and his example into 
inftruments of upholding and perpetuating 
idolatry among his fubjedls. But perhaps 
this heinous dereliftion of God is the crime 
of a moment, the error of furprife, the de- 
lufion of unaccountable yet tranfient ti- 

{p) Dcut. xvi. 16. (^) I Kings, xii. 26, 27. 
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, midity ; and is clofely followed by bitter 
contrition, by fignal public and faithful 
reformation. Vain is every attempt to 
extenuate. The varnifh but ferves to bring 
forth into ftronger prominence the native 
features of deformity. During a reign of 
eight-and-twenty years, unmoved by the 
recoUeftion of antecedent mercies, unap- 
palled by judicial calamities, wherewith in 
his latter days fbe Lor J cut Ifraeljhort^ and 
delivered the regions beyond Jordan into 
the hands of the Syrians j the obdurate 
monarch perfeveringly bows down with 
his people before the images erefted in 
violation of the commandment of God, 
before the altars reared as antagonifts and 
fupplanters of His temple. Behold Jehu's 
Zeal for the Lord. To that facred prin- 
ciple he is a ftranger. Hypocritically affum- 
iog the garb of the fervant of Jehovah, he 
is the flave of felfifhnefs and ambition. 

It is thus that, by examining the charac- 
ter of Jehu, we may be taught completely 
to underftand, and duly to eftimate, the 
virtue of zeal j a virtue which that charac- 
ter has illuftrated in one point by fictitious 
refeniblance, in many others by oppofition 
and contraft. The fubjeft may not im- 
n roperly be clofed with fome reflQ^ions, 

M 4 partly 
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partly addreffed to perfons who under-ratc 
the importance of religious zeal ^ and partly 
to thofe who, highly valuing the abftra^ 
principle, imperfc£lly guard it, or apply it 
amifs. 

I. Let men of the former defcription 
bear with me while I afk ; what is the 
fcriptural ftatement of the eftimation in 
which %^ is held in the eyes of God ? 
.The Scriptures anfwer the queftion by pre- 
cept and by exaftiple: and in each mode 
of reply their anfwer is unequivocal. It is 
goody pronounces St. Paul, to be zealoufiy 
,affeSted ali&ays in a good thing (r). When 
the lukewarmnefs of the Laodicean s is 
ftigmatized with marked averfion by our 
Lord; what injunflion is fufcjoined ? Be 
zealous y and repent (x). When St. Paul de- 
lineates the peculiar people for whom Jefiis 
Chrift gave himfelf a facrifice ; how does 
he charafterife them ? As zealous of good 
works (/). When he is anxious to do- 
fcribe his brethren the Jews in the moft 
fevourable terms confiftent with truths 
what is his teftimony ? / bear them record 
:tbat they have a zeal of Gody but not accord-' 

(r) Gal. iv. I a. (/) RcT. iu. 19. 

Jjf) Titus, li. 14* ♦ 
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ingto knowledge {u). When Ifaiah pro 
phetically pi6lures the Son of God advanc- 
ing as the deftroyer of his enemies, as an 
•interccflbr and a Saviour for man ; is it 
not among the moft confpicuous parts of 
the reprefentation, that he is clad with zeal 
as a cloke ; arrayed with zeal as a vefture 
enfolding his breaft-plate of righteoufnefs 
and his garments of vengeance {w)'i When 
the difciples beheld him regardlefs of the 
malice of the Jews, and refolutely beot on 
the immediate purification of the temple ; 
did they call to mind no fimilar defcription 
from the pen of another prophet? They 
remembered that it was written ; the zeal of 
thane houfe hath eaten me up [x\ Why 
was the priefthood rendered perpetual m 
the family of Phinehas ? "The Lord fpake 
unto Mq/eSj faying ; Phinehas hath turned 
away my wrath from the children of Ifraely 
while he was zealous for my fake among them. 
Wherefore fay^ Behold I give unto him my 
covenant of Peace. And he fiall haive it^ 
and his feed after him^ even the covenant if 
an everlajfing priejlhoody becaife he was zea- 
hus for his God^ and made an atonement f^ 

{u) Rom. X. 2. (to) Ifaiah, lii. yj, 

l/t) John, ii. 17. Pralm Ixix. 9. 

the 
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the children of Ifrael {y). What is the dii^ 
tinftive chara6teriftic of Noah, the preacher 
^ righteoufnefs (;s), of Abraham, of Mofes, 
of Samuel, of EUjah, of Daniel, of Sha- 
drach, of Mefhach> of Abednego, of other 
eminent fervants of the Moft High ho^ 
noured in the facred records by fpecial 
tokens of His approbation ? Zeal for the 
Lord I zeal evidencing itfelf by faith, by 
obedience, by holy fortitude, by ftrenuous 
exertions for the glory of God. Is not 
zeal extolled in Holy Writ as powerfully 
efficacious in exciting the languid virtue of 
thofe who behold it ? J1?^r sr^^z/, affirms the 
Apoftle to ttie Corinthians, bath provoked 
very many {a) to imitation. When the old 
Teftament and the New, when the Apoftles 
and their Divine Mailer, pronounce zeal 
to be acceptable in the fight of God, a 
badge of religious excellence, an imitation 
of Chrift, the duty and the charafteriftic 
of the fervant of heaven : on what ground 
compatible with revelation do you venture 
to regard it with averfion or witlx indiffer- 
ence ? When in friendihip, in patriotifm, 
in conjugal, parental, filial, fraternal rela- 



{y) Numbers, xxv. lo— 13. (») 2 Pet. ii. 5, 

(a) 2 Cor. ix. 2. 
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tipns s when in literature, in atts, in fci- 
ences, in political concerns ; when in the 
whole circle of worldly affairs, rcfearches 
and connexions, public, private, aijd do- 
xneftic, zeal is efleemed, is applauded, \s re- 
cognized as the foundation of the higheft 
attainments and the moft exemplary con- 
dua : on what ground compatible with 
Teafon do you difparage zeal when exer- 
cifed in religion ? Do you reply that the 
principle, however laudable, however ufb- 
ful, when applied to other fubjefts, becomes 
too hazardous, becomes pernicious, when 
* applied to religion ? Would Omnifciencc 
then have praifed, have enjoined, religious 
zeal ? Do you abhor the fiercenefs, the ex- 
travagance, the enthufiafm, with which 
religious zeal has frequently been accomr* 
panied ? Abhor the fiercenefs, the extrava** 
gance, the enthufiafm. But prefume not 
to extend your abhorrence to a principle 
which is praifed, which is enjoined 
by Omnifcicnce. Turn your eyes to 
the recorded abhorrence of Chrift againft 
the lukewarm. They who fervently 
love God cannot but be zealous for God* 
Deem not yourfelf acceptable to the Judge 
of heaven and earthy until zeal for. reli- 
gion 
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gion habitually pervades and animates y<jur 
breaft. ^ 

II. Thofe perfons, however, whom a 
high fenfe of the value and the necefiity 
of zeal leems to withdraw from the range 
of the preceding remarks, ftand in con- 
timial need of counfel. Are, you nurh- 
bered among the friends of zeal ? Do yoto 
confole yourfelf in the confidence that yoa 
are zealous ? Scrutinize the principle by 
which you are aftuated. The fpirit of 
party, the influence of alTociation, natural 
warmth and eagernefs, obftinacy in a £ir-' 
vourite fcheme, a bufy and meddling tem- 
per, a canial thirft of interefl: and applaufej 
how often have thefe and fimilar motives 
of aftion ufurped the femblance and ob* 
tained the honours of zeal ! If your objeft, 
like that of Jehu, be perfonal aggrandize* 
ment \ if, like his, the tempers which yoa 
difplay be vain-glorious, furious, malig- 
nant ; if the mcafures which you employ 
be, like his, fraudulent and hypocritical; 
if, in fome of its leading difti^ftions, yo«r 
tifc be like his, in habitual oppofitioh to 
the commandments of the God whom you 
profefs to obey ; when the pretended zeal 

of 
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of Jehu (hall be expofed before men and 
angels, by what difguife ihall your kindied 
motive be fcreened from deteftion ? Were 
the fentence of condemnation againft Jehu 
founding in your ears ; what fentence 
ihould you forebode concerning yourfelf ? 
Examine your heart. If examination 
leaves you felf-convided ; if you difcem, 
not religious zeal, but fome counterfeit, 
Ibme adverfe, principle enthroned in your 
boTom: by fupplication to the Father, 
tlv;>ugh the mediation and merits of the 
Son, implore the all-fufficient influence of 
the Holy Ghoft. With weapons of proof 
from the armoury of God, with the fhield 
of faith, with the breaft-plate of righteouf- 
nefs, with the fword of the fpirit, degrade, 
expel the ufurper. If your bofom, explored 
by rigorous inveftigation, manifefts the do- 
minion of genuine zeal ; beware left zeal 
be corrupted by an unnatural alliance with 
human paffions, clogged in its operations by 
timidity, blinded by the mifts of prejudice, 
or plunged into difficulties by indifcretion^ 
' Be fervent in fpirit : but ie fober alio, be 
vigilant. Convertnot an inftrument of good 
into a fource of evil. Let not your good be evil 
fpoken of{b). Bring not difgrace upon zeal ^ 

(t) Rom. xif* i6. 
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raife not, confirm not,prep6ffeflions againd 
it. Be fearlefs ^ yet give no needlefs offence ; 
be ftrenuous, yet be mild : be ftedfaft, yet 
be meek : be earneft, yet be prudent. Fi- . 
rially, let your zeal direft itfelf to fuitable / 
objedls ; and proportion its exertion to . 
their relative importance. While it over- 
looks not any fcriptural truth 5 let it mainly " 
labour for the eftabliftiment, and the pracw ■ 
tical energy, of the grand peculiarities dp 
the Gofpel. Be your zeal Chriftian zealt 
zeal for the honour of the Father, of the Soit^ 
and of the Holy Ghoft j for the great m^(ky 
of Godlinefsy God manifejled in the fiejh ; 
for the falvation of fallen man exclufivdy 
through the atoning blood of an incarnate 
Redeemer ; for juftification exclufivcly 
through faith in that blood ; for habitual 
holinefs and univerfal obedience as the iti- 
difpenfable evidences of faith, and as fervices 
wellrpleafing to God in thofe who poflefs it ; 
for the renewal of the heart unto faith and 
holinefs and obedience exclufivgly by the 
fanftifying operation of the Holy Spirit. 
Difcriminate between that which is cir- 
cumftantial and that wtich is elTential. 
Be careful for the one$ be anxious ^nd 
ardent for the other,, Be thus zealous for 
God : be thus zealous for vam. Remember 

7 that 
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that without zeal you cannot truly love, 
you cannot truly pleafe God. But remem- 
ber alfo, that 110 zeal is acceptable to God, 
except that wVich by habitual fruits of love 
^to God and man proves itfelf to be genuine 
'ealfor the Lord. 
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SERMON IX. 



On the Parable of the Tares. 



Matth. xnu 36. 

His difciples came unto him faying ; Declare 
unto us the parable of the tares of the field* 

f^LOUDS and'darknefs arc round about 
^^ the Almighty : yet righteoufnefs and 
judgement are the habitation of his throne {a). 
Of th^ counfcls of Infinite Wifdom fome 
remair> infcrutable to man. Hence faith is 
awakened, exercifed, ftrengthened. From 
others of the divine difpenfations the veil is 
partially withdrawn . Hence arife augmented 
admiration, livelier gratitude, warmer love. 
If the ancient prophets fully underftood not 
the import of their own prediftions j if 
there were myfteries in the plan of re* 

(«) Fiakn xcvli. %. 
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demption into which the angels eameftly 
defired to obtain a more penetrating in- 
fight {b) : fhall man complain, if, for his 
own efpecial benefit, knowledge is in fome 
inftances withheld ? Jf, in others, exifHng 
obfcurities are diflipated ; fhall he not 
eagerly welcome the illuminating beam, 
and gratefully govern his fteps by it? 
light ? 

It was not feldom through the medium 
of parabolic reprefentation that our Lord 
communicated the moft important truths. 
Whether doftrines were to be developed^ 
or moral precepts to be enforced; the 
parable, fententious in its conflruftion and 
interefling by its narrative, feized the me- 
mory, the judgement, and the heart. The 
parable before us has for its objeft to unfold 
fome myflerious parts of the proceedings 
of God with refpe6l to men, efpecially 
under the difpenfation of the Gofpel. Thi 
inftruflion which it conveys is in every 
point momentous, and worthy of the doc* 
trine of the Son of God. 

The kingdom of heaven^ faid our Saviour, 
is likened unto a man^ which fowed good feed 
in his field. But while men flept^ his enemy 
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come and fowed tares among the wheat y and 
went hii way. But when the blade was 
fprung up and brought forth fruit ; then ap^ 
peared the tares alfo. So the fervants of the 
houfeholder came^ and faid unto him 5 Sir^ 
didjl thou n»t fow good feed in thy field f 
From whence then hath At tares f He faid 
unto themy An enemy hath done this. The 
fervants faidy Wilt thou then that we go and 
gather them up ? But he faidy Nay : lefi^ 
while ye gather up the tareSy ye root up alfo 
the wheat with them. Let both grow to-- 
gether unto the barvefi : and in the time oj 
harveft I will fay to the reapers y Gather yc 
together firfi the tares y and bind them in bun^ 
dies to burn them : but gather the wheat int9 
my barn. ^ 

If, in confidering the meaning of this 
parable, you pay due attention to the 
guidance of Scripture, it will be impoffible 
to fall into error. For our Lord himfelf, in 
compliance with the requeft of his dif- 
ciples, has delivered a diftin6l and complete 
interpretatipn, 

Jefus anfwered : He that foweth the good 

feed is the Son of man. The field is the 

world. The good feed are the children of the 

kingdom. The tares are the children of the 

wicked one. The enemy that fowed them is 

tht 
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the devil. The harveji is the end of the 
iDorld. The reapers are the angels. As 
therefore the tares are gather ed^ and burned 
in the fire 5 fojhall it be in the end of this 
world. The Son of man Jhall fend forth his 
ungels ; and they jhall gather out of his 
kingdom all things that offend^ and them 
^bich do iniquity : and Jhall caji them into 
a furnace of fire : there Jhall be wailing and 
gnajhing of -teeth. Then fioall the righteous 
{hine forth as the fun in the kingdom of their 
Father. 

In the parable, connefted with this fure 
explanation, we meet with various leffons, 
which it highly behoves us to lay to 
hcarti 

I. The Son of God defcended from 
heaven and took upon himfelf the nature 
of man, that he might fow, by himfelf and 
his Apoftles, the good feed of the Gofpel 
throughout the world. But fcarcely had 
the crop fprung up, when it was found to 
be mixed with fuch a profufion of tares, of 
ufelefs and noxious weeds, as threatened 
to overwhelm it. The prevalence of evil 
in' the Church of Chrift has proved a 
ftumbling-^block to many. They fee multi- 
tudes of Chriftians, evea whole nations, 

N 2 fwallowed 
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fwallowed up in the grofleft corruptions of 
doftrine ; rendering worfhip to angels, to 
departed men, to images of wood and 
ftone, to piftures, to reliques 5 and fatis- 
fied that the pardon of fin may be beftowcd 
upon them by men like themfelves, or 
may be purchafed by fenfdefs ceremonies 
and fuperftitious pbfervances. Even in 
thofc countries where Chriftianity is 
preached in its original purity, they be- 
hold various herefies and errors ; much k^ 
eret unbelief ; a yery general lukewarmnefs 
as to religion 5 and a numerous hoft, even 
thoufands and tens of thoufands, among 
profefled Chriftians refembling heathens in 
pride, worldly-mindednefs, and fenfuality. 
When they fee thefe things, they are ready 
to exclaim ; ^' If the. Son of God has cul- 
tivated and planted this field : how is it 
thus overfpread with tares ?'* In fome, 
aftonifiiment advances to infidelity. Not 
diftinguifhing between Chriftianity and the 
corruptions blended with it, they turn with 
difguft from both: and conclude that a 
religion which produces fuch fruit muft be 
falfe. Now fo far is the predominance of 
evil iathe Chriftian church from rendering 
the truth of Chriftianity doubtful, that it 
bears teftimony to its confirmation : for it 
- is 
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is the accomplifhment of the prophetic de- 
clarations of our Lord in this parable and 
in other parts of Scripture, that his Church 
ihpuld thus become infected and overfpread 
with wickednefs. But how has this evil 
been introduced ? Did Chrift himfelf in- 
troduce it? No. He fowed good feed 
only. Did he approve the introduftion of 
tares among his wheat ? No. When he 
beheld them, he faid ; An enemy hath done 
this. As it was his purpofe that the mem- 
bers of hi$ Church fliould be put to the 
proof, and receive the gift of falvation 
through his blood after a courfe of willing 
obedience; he did not bar the entrance 
againft temptation, he did not preclude 
the exiftence and ravages of evil. But the 
author of evil in his Church he ftigmatifed 
as an enemy. And who was this enemy ? 
Our Lord has difclofed him. The enemy 
that fowed the tares is the devil. The au- 
thor of the evil by which the world, ante- 
cedently to the promulgation of the Gofpel, 
was overwhelmed had not remained un- 
known. Since the hour when judgement 
was pronounced in Paradife on the original 
tranfgreffors, he had been declared. Since 
the hour when the third chapter of the 
book of Genelis was peuned, he had ftood 
' N 3 recorded. 
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recorded. From the fame fountain all th* 
waters of bitternefs have flowed. He who 
has fcattered evil throughout the Chriftian 
world is that adverfary of God and man,, 
who, in the beginning, brought evil upon 
earth* From the beginning'he was a father 
of lies and a murderer. By inducing Adam 
and Eve firfl: to doubt the revealed will of 
God, and then to difobey his pofitive com-p 
mandment ; Satan became their mailer. 
Their poflerity he viewed as his flavess 
the world as his empire. When the 
avenger of man, the divine Redeemer, came 
to fet the flaves of Satan free, to transform 
the kingdom of Satan into the kingdom of 
Godi; the author of evil fought againft 
him, perfecuted him, bruifed bis beely ef*- 
fe6led his death. When the grave had 
given back its conqueror, when the good 
feed which Chrift had fown began to flou- 
rifti; the devil renewed all his wiles to^ 
finother the rifing harvefl. He came, 
while men flept, and fowed tares among 
the wheat. He exerted every effort of 
fubtlety to draw back into bondage thofe 
who were refcued from his power. He 
darkened the underftandings, and took 
pofleffion of the hearts, of men who watched 
not againft him, liftened to his artifices, 

and 
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arid obeyed not the grace of God. He 
filled them with the love of fialfe doftrines 
and of evil deeds. And thofe whom he 
had enfnared into captivity he employed 
as inftruments for taking others captive. 
Hence heretical teachers are termed by 
JSt.Paul minifters and apoftles of Satan, 
Hence alfo St. John affirms that every one 
who committeth fin is of the devil. The 
tares are the children of the wicked one. The 
feed which Satan fows and the crop which 
it produces y evil fuggeftions, and the per- 
fons who are governed by them, equally 
belong to Satan, are equally tares of his 
planting. To this hour he continues his 
enmity againft the followers of Chrift. By 
inward temptation, by the allurements of 
finful example, by blinding men to the 
true meaning of the Scriptures; by diffiifin^ 
ignorance, and lukewarmnefs, and fanati- 
cifm, and pride, and every abominable 
work of the flefh, he brings multitudes of 
profefled Chriflians into his fetters. It is 
through his perfevering enmity that, when 
you look abroad into the field of the Chrif- 
tian church, you behold the good feed re- 
duced-to ftruggle, as it were, for life againft 
the tares which on every fide cling around 
^it, and labour to overtop it. 

N 4 II. Though. 
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11. Though you charge not God as the 
author of fin j though you confefs that he 
cannot be tempted of evil^ neither temptetb 
he any man : yet perhaps your mind has 
been aftonifhed and perplexed at his for-^ 
bearance and long-fiiffering refpefling 
wickednefs. " When imperfeft beings are 
placed in a ftate of trial 5 the admiflion 
of evil," you may have faid to yourfelf, 
'* is unavoidable. But why are finners per- 
** mitted fo long to triumph in impunity, 
" in fuccefs ? I know that God is merciful, 
" and felicitous that all fhould come to 
^* repentance^ But why does he allow 
^* men to flourifh or to live, when they 
become hardened beyond the profpeft 
of repentance ? I know alfo that he em- 
ploys the wicked for the chaftifement of 
" each other, and as inftruments of pro* 
♦* bation to the righteous* But might not 
the wicked be chaftifed by other means ? 
Might not the righteous be tried withoXit 
" the cpnceffion of fo great power, of fuch 
" lengthened profperity, to the guilty ? The 
*^ delay of vengeance is encouragement to 
*' fin, Becaufe fentence againfl an evil work 
" is not executed fpeedily ; therefore the heart 
** of the fons of men is fully fet in them to 
^^ do evil. They begin to imagine that^ 

'^God 
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** God will never execute his judgments 
" in their threatened extent; or that he 
^^ will never execute them at all ; or even 
" that he is indifferent as to good or evil, 
<« Why," you enquire, *^ has the Almighty 
** adopted fuch a plan in the government 
** of his <:hurch ?" He has adopted it 
becaufe He forefees that it will contribute 
to the more glorious manifeftation of his 
own perfe6tions, and to the increafe of 
happinefs throughout the univerfe. He 
permits the continuance of evil fo far, and 
fo far only, as he knows that it will finally 
promote the eftablifhment of good. Pro- 
longed opportunities of repentance, means 
of worldly chaftifement and probation, are 
benefits which you acknowledge to arife 
/from the exercife of divine forbearance to- 
wards the guilty. Can you compute the 
amount of thefe benefits ? Can you affinn 
that it exceeds not the evils with which it 
is accompanied ? Can you affirm that a 
difl:erent fy ftem of moral govemment would 
on the whole be productive of fuperior, of 
more abundant, good ? Turn however to 
the parable before you ; and read another 
motive, equally forcible and full of mercy, 
for the long-fufFering of God. He abftains 
from commiffioning his miniftering angels 

to 
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to go forth and eradicate the tares, left with 
them they fhould alfo root up the wheat. 

Men, impelled by the defires and con- 
fbrained by the neceffities of their nature 
to live, according to the intention of Pro- 
iridence> in fociety, find themfelvcs in va- 
rK>us refpefts clofely united not withftanding 
jfadical differences of views and of charafler. 
Neighbourhood, relationfhip, lawful occu- 
pations, common intereft, mutual advantage 
tod the requifite offices and intercourfe of 
Efe^ bind together by numerous and infepa- 
rable ties the fervant of God and the fer- 
vant of Satan* The righteous and the 
wicked are fo firmly connected, that aSiic- 
tion cannot overtake the latter without 
alfi> reaching the former/ The tares do not 
grow up fingly and feparately among the 
wheat : but are fo twifted round it, fo en- 
tangled among it, fo interwoven with it, 
that to pull them up without pulling up 
the wheat is impoffible. Lefs injury will 
refult to the crop of good grain from their 
continuance, than from an attempt to ex- 
tirpate them. 

Suppofe a nation, outwardly of theChrif- 
tian church, to become memorable for im- 
piety ; polluted in itfelf ; a torment and a 
fource of corruption to its neighbours. 

You 
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You wonder that the earth docs not cleave 
afunder beneath it : that fire does not fall 
from heaven and confume it : that by fword, 
or by famine, or by peftilence, divine ven* 
geance does not fweep it to deftruftion. 
But does it contain no righteous remnant ? 
When the prophet Elijah imagined that 
every Ifraelitc except himfelf was become 
an idolator ; God faw feven thoufand, wha 
had not bowed the knee to Baal. May not 
the eye of God difcern thoufands of righte- 
ous men, where you apprehend that there 
js not one ? And what fhall befall them ? 
Shall they perifh with the wicked ? That 
be far from the Judge of the whole earth. 
Shall not perhaps the whole nation befpared 
for their fake ? Had there been ten righte- 
.ous in Sodom, God would not have de- 
stroyed it. On the prayer of Lot alone, 
he refrained from confuming the city of 
Zoar. Do you murmur, if he again vouch- 
fafes to difplay fimilar mercy ? 

Suppofe a more common example. Sup- 
pofe an individual to be diftinguifhed in 
wickednefs j proud, fenfual^ diffolute, pro- 
fane, a defpifer of religion, a teacher and 
encouragerof fin. ** Why,'* youafk, "is 
** this man permitted to live, and to fpread 
f^mifchief around him year after yeiar? 
^ "No 
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** No general calamity is requifite for his 
" removal. Why does not Death fingle 
^* him out at once ?" How know you but 
that the man may live to repent ? But, not 
to dwell on that poflibility ; are there no 
other perfpns for whofe fake he may be 
ipared ? Is there no plant of wheat which 
might be fatally injured, if this weed were 
now plucked up ? Has he not parents, whofe 
prefent interefts are clofely involved in his ? 
Has he not a wife, or a child, who may be 
left deftitute, if hefhould be cut off? Has 
he neither brother nor relative, nor friend, 
nor acquaintance, to whom his exiftence 
is at prefent ufeful : or to whom Omni- 
fcience may forefee that at a future period 
it will be advantageous ? May not even his 
vices be overruled by the providence of 
G6d into beneficial warnings to others ? 
May not his pride teach fome to cherilh 
meeknefs? May not his intemperance 
evince the excellence of fobriety? May 
not his irreligion imprefs on others the 
beauty of holinefs ? In feafons of cold or 
of drought, or of immoderate rain, the 
.proximity of a weed may for a time afford 
ufefuj flieher to a ftem of wheat. May 
not this weed be as yet fuffered to grow, 
that it may anfwer a fimilar purpofe ? 

III. But 
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III. But (hall it always be thus ? Shall 
the genuine corn never be difefttumbered 
from the tares ? Shall the wicked for ever 
be intermingled with the juft ? Not to. 
The harveft fhall come ; and then Ihall be 
the day of perpetual reparation. S urrbunded 
by angelic hofts, the Lord of the harveft 
of the whole earth, when the field of his 
church is fully ripe, fhall return to examine 
the produce. The times of long-fbfFcring 
vnll then have paffed away* The motives 
for forbearance will no longer exift. Judge- 
ment will claim her office, and proceed to 
her appointed work. Gather ye together 
the tares y and bind them in bundles to burn 
ihem : but gather the wheat into my barn. 
Such, in the emblematical language of the 
parable, is the commiffion which the Lord 
Jefus Chrift, feated on his throne of glory, 
fhall deliver to his angels. With inftan- 
taneous obedience they fhall execute the 
command. They jhall gather out of bis 
kingdom all things that offend^ and them that 
do iniquity. They fhall fever from among 
the righteous all the children of the wicked 
X)ne : all who have borne no fruit, or cor- 
rupt fruit : all who have not been purified 
by the blood of Chrifl, and fanftified by 
the operation of his grace. Why fhaH 

thefc 
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thefe finners be thus collefted ? Mark tlid 
words of your Judge j To be caji into afur^ 
nace of fire: there Jhall bewailing and gnajh^ 
ing of teeth. They fhall be coUefted, that 
they may receive the lot which they have 
preSferred : that having ref ufed the opportu- 
nities of mercy, they may be offered up as 
viftims of juftice : that they may be for ever 
feparated from God, whofefervice they have 
icoraed^ and may fhare the portion of the 
devil, the mafter whom they have chofen ; 
that they may be caft into the lake of tor- 
ment, where the worm dieth not, and the 
fire is never quenched. But what^all be 
the blefling of the children of the kingdom jj 
lihty Jhall Jloine forth as the fun in the king-- 
dom of their Father. The empire of Satan is 
at an end. He is caft into everlafting chains. 
He is groaning under everlafting punifti- 
ment. His minifters and his fubjefts, apoJC- 
talic angels and revolted men, are for ever- 
more fealed up with him in the bottomlefs 
pit. No more ftiall they tempt and harafs 
the children of the Moft High. The Lord 
and his Chrift have taken unto them their 
great powcr^ and reign for ever and ever. 
The Son of God has exalted his fervants, 
who through hiu) have overcome the tempt- 
ations of Satan, to fit down with him upon 

his 
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jiis throne. He has caufed the bleffed of hit 
Father to inherit the kingdom prepared for 
them from the foundation of the world. 
There they fhine as the brightnefs of the fir- 
mament, as the fun when he fhone in hilt 
ftrength. The firmament is rolled away* 
The fun is fwallowed up in darknefs. But 
the glory of, the righteous fadeth not- 
They fhine in glory fhed upon them from, 
the throne of God: and, like the throne of 
God, eftabliflied for ever. 

Our Lord having concluded his interpre- 
tation of the parable, clofed the fubjedl with 
thofe folemn words, which he was accuf- 
tomed to addrefs to his followers, when he 
had delivered to them inftru6tions demand- 
ing fignal regard : He who hath ears to hear^ 
let him hear. My brethren ! Reverence the 
admonition of the Son of God, and ponder 
his do6lrine in your hearts. Confider the 
fupreme and everlafting importance of the 
truths which this parable enforces ; truths 
important as heaven and hell, and enduring, 
as to their effefts, unto eternity. If there be 
no refu,rre6lion, take yo«r eafe ; ent, drink, 
and be merry. Eat and drink 5 for to-ijior- 
row ye die. But if the Scriptures indeed pro- 
nounce that every man fhall give an account 
iki^ himfelf before the iudgement-feat of 

12 Chriftj 
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Chrift; Who j}:all dwell with the devouring 
Jire? Who can dwell with everlajiing burnings? 
^nquire, before the day of harveft arrives, to 
what defcription you belong. Are you of th^ 
wheat, or of the tares ; of the children of the 
kingdom, or of the children of the wicked 
one ? Let every one examine and return 
ah anfwer to himfe^f. Are you a fervant 
of Chrift in fincerity and truth; labouring 
day by day to bring forth fruit unto him 
to the falvation of your Ibul through his 
blood 5 and, with Chriftian folicitude, feiz- 
ing every opportunity which your ftation 
affords of ftrengthening others in genuine 
faith, and of upholding and advancing them 
in holinefs ? Or are you a flave and a mi- 
nifter of Satan, devoted to him, fulfilling 
his fervice, bringing forth fruit unto death, 
unto death everlafting; deftroying your 
own foul by difobedience, and, like tares 
that fmother the wheat, endangering and 
ruining the fouls of others by your wicked 
perfuafions, and your carelefs and unrigh- 
teous example ? He that is not of Chrift is 
of the deviL If ^ou know not to which 
mafter you belong ; it is becaufe you will 
not fearch the Scriptures and lay them to 
heart. The marks of diftin6lion between 
the followers of Chrift, and the fubje6ls of 
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the devil, are fo repeatedly and fo clearly 
ftated in the Scriptures, that they cannot 
be overlooked or mifundcrftood otherwife 
than wilfully. If you are of the number 
of the wicked ; boaft not becaufe you may 
have been hitherto permitted to triumph 
in fin, nor prefume that you (hall alway? 
efcape. The tares are not the lefs tares, 
. becaufe they are luxuriant : nor the lefs to 
be burned, becaufe they have now the 
mattery over the crop. If thou art pro- 
fperous in iniquity, fay not within thyfelf ; 
" God feeth not : God careth not for it.'* 
He waiteth only for the harveft. For pur- 
pofes of his own he may delay to ftrike.r 
but he will affuredly ftrike in the end. If 
thou perfiftcft in rebellion ; every inftance 
of his patience which thou haft defpifed 
will aggravate thy condemnation* In hell^ 
no lefs than in heaven, are many manfionSi 
And among the various abodes of torture, 
the moft dreadful are referved for thofe, 
who turn the long-fufFering grace of God 
into an occafion and encouragement of fm. 
But if an habitual tmd humble comparifon 
of thy heart and condu6l with the ftandard 
of religion difplayed in the Gofpel affords 
thee ground for hope, that the Holy Spirit 
hath in fome meafure renewed thy heart 
VOL. 11. o unto 
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unto righteoufnefs : fret not thyfelf becaufe 
of the ungodly, neither be thou envious 
againft the workers of iniquity. Quietly 
purfue thy courfe in godlinefs: reft in the 
Lord, and wait patiently for him. For 
evil-doers ftiall be cut off : but thofe that 
wait upon the Lord, they Ihall inherit the 
earth- Commit thy way unto the Lord ; 
and thou fhalt enjoy, even in the midft of 
many forrows, the grcateft bleffmgs attain-* 
able on earth, peace of cdnfcience in Chrift, 
and cheerful dependence on the Almighty. 
Fret not thyfelf becaufe of the man who 
profpereth in the way of wicked devices. 
Yet a little while and thou flialt be tranf* 
planted from the wildernefs of this world 
into the land of promife ; from the thorny 
field of tribulation into the garden of God. 
Health and riches and worldly fiiccefs are 
bounties which it pleafes God to beftow 
even upon his inveterate enemies. He 
maketh his fun to fhine on the evil and on 
the good ; and fendcth rain on the juft and 
on the unjuft. Earthly enjoyments are not 
the rewards which he has fet apart for his 
iervants. For them he has prepared a 
kingdom yet to be revealed j a kingdom 
purchafed for them by the blood of his 
Son; a kingdom of honour and glory 

and 
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Smd happinefs at his right hand for even 
Be patient in faith and holinefs ; and that 
kingdom fhall become thine inheritance^ 
Thou ftialt' enter into peace: thou (halt 
ftand in thiy lot at the end of days. Thou 
(halt behold thy Redeemer face to face^ 
Thou ftialt be in bleffedncfs with him 
throughout eternity* 
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On Occupation. 



I 



Gen. xlvi. 33:. 
tFhat is your occupation f 

A CTI VITY is the life of nature. The 
planets rolling in their orbits, the earth 
revolving on her axis ; the atmofphere pu- 
rified by winds, the ocean by tides ; the 
vapours rifing from the ground and'retum- 
ing in frefhening fhowers, exhaled from 
the feav and poured again by rivers inta 
its bofom, proclaim the iiniverfal l»v^^ 
Turn to animated exiftence. See the air^ 
the- land, and the waters in commotion 
with countlefs tribes eagerly engaged in 
attack, in defence, in the conftruftion of 
habitations, in the chafe of prey, in emi'^ 
ployment fuited to their fphere and con- 
ducive to their happinefs. Is man bom an 

exception; 
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""exception to the general rule ? While the 
whole creation toils around him, is he to 
ilumberin liipinenefs ? Man is bom to la- 
bour. ¥ix labour," man while yet inno- 
cent was formed. The^ Lord God took the 
man^ and put him into the Garden of Eden^ 
to drefs it and to keep it. To that exertion 
which was ordained to be a fource of un- 
mitigated delight; painful contention and 
overwhelming fatigue, when man apofta- 
tifed from his God, were fuperadd^d. In 
the jwwt of thy face Jhalt thou eat bread. 
By toil muft thy daily food, be purchafed. 
To toil muft thou look as^ the inftrument 
of fecurity ,. of accommodation, of comfort, 
of improvement. Such wais the.'deci^% 
And are none exempted ? None. To Adam, 
as virtually including the whole hpm^i 
race, of whom he was to be the progenitor, 
was the mftnd^de ifllied. Of bread, as the 
rcprefentative of earthly acquifitions among 
which it is pre erninently neceflary, did the 
mandate fpeak. On every individual la- 
bour is enjoined. Through labour is every 
blefling to be fought. 

In the early ages of the world employ- 
ments now confined to the loweft claffes 
were deemed not unbecoming perfons of the 
(noft elevated rank. The wcarifome cares 
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of agriculture, and the humble offices of 
'domeftic life, occupied princes arid kings, 

• Thus fpeaks the voice tof profehe hiftory : 
and thus, even bii a fubj66t of c6m|)aratively 
fmall importance, bears teftimony, unfufpi- 
cious becaufe incidental, to the veracity and 
infpiration of the Sacred Records. Of the 

' wealth of the Patriarchs flocks arid herds 
formed a diftinguiflied branch : and to the 

-fuperinteridence of flocks and herds was 
their daily folicitude devoted. Abraham, 

•who wns very rkb in cattily injilver und in 

*'%old\ Abraham, whofe hqufehold was fo 
numerous, that he had already produced in 

• arms on a critical occafion three hundred and 

• eighteen of his trained Jertxtnts born in hi'S own 
"boufey when he beheld three travellers: ap- 
^proathi«g' him as he fat in the door of his 

tient in the heat of the day, *difpatched not 
an attendant with offers of hofpitality^,.but 
ran himfelf to irtvite them to paufe and re- 

• frefli themfelves; arid hailening to the herd^ 
with his own hand^^ fele<5led thie calf for 
their cntertainment;t?vhile his wife prepared 
the cakes upon the hearth. His grandfon 

-Jacob is now gone down with his family 
into Egypt. Jofeph, the ruler of the land 
under Pharaoh, forefceing that the king, to 
whom his brethren are about to be pre- 
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fcnted, will queftion them concterning the 
mode of life to which they have been habi- 
tuated ; direfts them, for a fpecial reafon , 
fubjoined to the general obligation of vera- 
city, to Hate the truth in its amplelt extent. 
When Pharaoh Jhall call you^ and jhall fay ; 
What is your occupation^ Te Jhall fay \ Thy 
fervants trade hath been about cattle from our 
yduth even until now^ both nve and alfo our far- 
thers : that ye may dwell in the land ofGofhen^ 
Though Pharaoh, when he invited the 
brethren of his favoured minifter out of 
Canaan, had fent to them this exprefs mef^- 
fage ; Regard not your fluffs for the good 
:cf all the land of Egypt is yours : though, 
after their arrival, he laid to Jofeph, The 
land-of Egypt is before thee : in the beji of 
ihe land make thy father and brethren to 
dwell: the idea that they had hitherto dwelt, 
or were henceforth to dwell, in idienefs^ en- 
tered not the mind of the king. On their 
ihtrodu6tion he enquired of them, according 
to the reafonable expeftation of Jofeph ; 
What is your occupation? On their reply ; 
Thy fervants are fhephcrds^ both we and 
filfo our fathers ; he afligned to them the 
. land of Golhen, as fuited by its fingular 
. fertility for the pafturage of theijr flocks 
which they had conducted from Canaan : 

04 aiid 
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and having thus provided them with the 
means of continuing their antecedent em-** 
ployment, he added, in his conference with 
Jofeph 5 If thou kno'weji any men of aSiivity 
among tbem^ make them rulers over my 
cattle^ 

From every individual in his dominions^ 
^nd from each according to his vocation^^ 
Pharaoh looked for diligent exertion. From. 
every individual among us, as throughout 
His boundlefs empire, the fupreme Lord 
of all demands habitual labour in the 
daily employment of the talents entrxifted 
to our management. In the emblematical 
language of the parable, the Son of God 
cries to eveiy one of his profeffed fervauts ; 
Occupy till I come. Let us then, in the 
firft place, contemplate the motives under 
the guidance of which we are, each of us, 
to labour : fecondly, fome of the general 
lines of human labour as conneftcd with 
their attendant temptations: and thirdly, 
the principal benefits immediately refulting 
• from Occupation, 

lo Whatfoever ye do, do all to the glory of 
God (a). Behold the univerfal motive of 
a Chriftian ! Health and ftrength, whether 

(a) I Cor.x. 31. 
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more or lefs abundant; mental endow- 
ments, in whatever proportion poffeffed; 
honours, wealth, influence, leifure, how*- 
fver large or however fmall be the extent 
in which they are feverally or colleftively 
enjoyed : whence are thefe bleffings ? Are 
they our own independent acquifitions ? Are 
43iey our own indefeafible and inherent 
rights ? They are gifts, all of them gifts, 
which we have received. From whoiii 
Jiave we received them ? From God» Life 
itfelf ^ows from the exuberance of his free 
bounty. Naked came we into the world : 
naked in body, naked in mind, powferlefs, 
deftitute, helplefs. Whence is it otherwife 
with us now ? Through th^ exuberance of 
the free bounty of God. Whatever we 
poflefs ; health, or ftfength, or mental en- 
dowment, or honour, or wealth, or in- 
fluence, or leifure, or under whatever other 
dcfcription the blefling may require to be 
comprehended ; is the unmerited donation 
of Him from whofe fulnefs wei have all re- 
ceived, of Him from whom cometh every 
good and perfe6t gift. To whom ought 
the gift to be confecrated ? To Hith who 
.bellowed it. For whofe glory 'ought it to 
be employed ? For the glory of the Giver. 
Wh§n in the parable to which recent allu- 
. • fion 
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4ion has been made, and in the iimilar 
naiTative recorded by St. Matthew (^), the 
Lord according to his difcretion delivers to 
thofeof his houfehold certain talents : whofc 
are thofe talents ? His own. Who are the 
perfons to whom he commits them ? His 
own fervants* For what purpofe does he 
cntruft the talents ? That they may be em- 
ployed • On whole behalf are the occupiers 
to employ them ? On behalf of their Lord. 
To whom are they to render an accounr^ 
To their Lord when he fhall return to in^ 
. veftigate the tranfaftions of their fteward- 
ihip. In proportion as every man bath re^ 
ceive4 the gift^ and whatever the gift may 
be, even Jo l?t him minifier thefan$e^ even 
fo let him feduloufly labovjr in the employ- 
. ment of the talent, as a good Jieward of the 
manifold grace of God. If any manfpeak^ 
let him fpeak as the oracles of God ; let him 
- glorify God by fpeech conformed to the 
dictates of His word. If any man minifier^ 
let him do it as of the ability whi^h Ged 
giveth : whether he labours in a public or 
in a private capacity, whether he difpenfes 
Ipiritual or temporal benefits, whatever be 
the nature or the fpecific obje£l of his oc-. 

[h] Lykei zix. Mattht xxv,^ 
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"cupation ; let, him glorify Gcxi by a grateful 
acknowledgment of the fource whence 
ev«ry talent which he employs, every faculty 
with which he labours, is derived; and by 
fuch an application of both as befits one who 
remembers, that it is required injlewards 
that a man be found faithful. If he lets his 
light Jhine before men \ be it allowed to 
Ihine, that men, by feeing his good works, 

' may be excited to glorify his Father^ nvb) is 
in heaven. Thus, at all times and under 
every circumftance, let him labour that 
God^ in all things^ may be glorified through 
Jefus Chrijl (^). Whatfoever ye da^ in word 
or in deed, do all in the name of the Lord 

^ y^f^^* ^^ ^^^ thought with a price \ not njoith 

-corruptible things asfilver andgoldy but with 
the precious blood of Chrift : therefore glorify 
God in your body and in your fpirit, which 
are Gods {d). 

But are we not in all things to labour 
for our individual falvation ? Unqueftion- 
ably. Are we then to labour, it is .afked, 
primarily for our individual falvation, or 
for the glory of God? Away with the 
diftindtion ! Produce me a fingle paffage 

{c) I Cor. Iv. 2. Mattli. v." i6. i Pet. iv. ii. 
^£/J Col. iii. 17. I Cor, vi. 20. i Pet. i. 18, 19* 
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from the commencement to the clofe of tte 
Scriptures, in which the glory of God is 
disjoined from the falvation of man ; and 
then fhall your queftion become entitled 
to confideration. To live unto Chrift is 
to glorify God, To glorify God through 
Chrift with your body and your fpirit, 
which are His, is the appointed method of 
attaining the falvation which Chrift has 
purchafed. As a practical believer in Chrift 
Jefus, labour that in all things God may 
thus be glorified : and you fhall receive 
* the end of your fait by even the falvation of 
your foul. 



» / 



II. Advert to the general lines of humran 
labour, and to their attendant tempta- 
tions. 

The moft obvious and the moft com- 
prehenfive of the divifions of human la- 
bour is that which, from the inftrument 
principally employed, is denominated ma- 
nual. To men occupied in this branch 
of exertion belongs, in its literal import, 
the primeval fentence ; In thejweat of thy 
face floalt thou eat bread. Under this clafs 
are included all the toils of agriculture ; 
and all the ruder arts of life, by which 
the earth is fubdued^ reduced under the do-» 

"-7 minion 
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ftiinion of man, and rendered, fo far as is 
dependent on his induftry, a fecure and 
comfortable abode. In the profecution of 
thefe obje6ls the frame advances in robiift- 
ttefs, and is inured to patient endurance. 
The hand is hardened by the fpade, the arm^ 
ftrengthened by the hammer. The mind, in 
the mean time, though necefTarily fum- 
moned into aftion, and in no refpcft ex- 
cluded from its proportion of employment^ 
experiences lefs exercife and cultivation 
than the body. Its powers grow torpid ; 
and habit fteps into the place of reflection. 
Hence, unlefs the heart in its proclivity to 

^ evil be ftayed by fupernatural grace, pro- 
ceed roughnefs of manners, harflinefs of 
temper, covetoufnefs, fenfuality, brutifh 
ignorance. How can he get wifdom that 
holdeththe plough ^ and that glorieth in the goad\ 
that driveth oxen^ and is occupied in their 
labours *y and whofe talk is about bullocks f 

. Every carpenter^ and work-majier^ the fmith 
fitting by the anvil ^ the potter turning tht 
^ "wheel ; all their dejire is in the work of their 
craft {e). That ftupid unconcern which 
cxtingmfties the defire of mental improve- 
ment, aot feldom extends itfelf to the in- 

(r) Eccl'tts, xxxviii. 2^.^4. 
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terefts of eternity ^ The. welfare of th^ 
foul yields to the accommodation 6f the 
body. The man is abforbed in the cares of 
the hour* Toiling for daily fubfiftence, 
he labours not for the bread of life, Ifany^ 
man would not ivork ; it is beyond a queftion 
that neither Jfjould he eat. We command and 
exhort by the Lord yefuSy that with quietnefs 
they worky and eat their own bread. Do 
your own bufinefsy and work with your own 
hands {f). Yet labour w/ primarily y^r 
the meat which perijhethy but for that meat 
which endureth unto everlajiing life^ which 
the Son ofmanjhall give unto you : for Hint 
bath God the father fealed {g). 

The next leading branch of labour is that 
which, exercifing the faculties of the mind 
more extenfively than the powers of the 
animal franie, may be denominated mentaL 
To this branch may be referred, among 
other ramifications of aflive life, fome of the 
ornamental arts, many of the refearches of 
icience, the duties of liberal profeffions, the 
fundlions of elevated office. Over perfons 
dedicated to purfuits of this defcription, no 
lefs than over thofe who are funk in manual 
toil, impends the danger of becoming the 

(/) 2 Their, iii. lo. 12, i Theff. iy* ii^ 
(^) John, vi. 27, 

flaves 



Oh Oecupatiorii, 207 

(lavts of a worldly fpirit, of panting fof 
things temporal and forgetting things eter- 
naL Among the temptations by which;, if 
not exclufively affailed, they are more fe- 
verely or more confpicuoufly encountered, 
are the thirft for fplendid diftinftions, and 
the pride of intelleftual attainments. ' But 
how crieth the warning voice ? Allfiejh is 
grafs; and all the glory of man as the jlower 
of grafs. The grafs withereth^ and the flower 
thereof falleth away : but the word of the 
Lord endureth for ever* If ^^y ^^^ think 
that he knoweth any thing -j he knoweth nothing 
yet as he ought to know. The Lord giveth 
wifdom: out of His mouth cometh knowledge 
and underjlanding. He layeth up found wif- 
dom for the righteous (h). 

In each of the claffes which have beea 
noticed, the general ftimulus to labour is 
the defire of gaia ; in the former nearly 
unmixed, in the latter commonly blended 
with eagernefs for elevation. There is a 
third clafs in the middle and the higher 
walks of fociety, whofe labour is oftenfibly 
more fpontaneous^ a clafs confifting of 
thofe perfons, whom wealth or competence 
relieves from the nece0ity of lucrative 

(h) I Pet. i. 24, 25. I Cor. viii. 2. Prov. u. 6, 7. 
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toil. Are you of this defcription, and do 
you conceive yourfelf privileged to be idle ? 
If the fupreme benefaftor has faid to you, 
as Pharaoh faid to the brethren of Jofeph $ 
7he good of all the ^ land is yours : • if, as 
Pharaoh planted them in Gofhen, in the 
bejl of this favoured land God has made you 
to dwell: of you He alfo demands, as 
Pharaoh demanded of the objefts of his 
bounty ; What is your occupation? On 
"you, no lefs than on your brethren, every 
day urges its title to employment. On 
you, no lefs than on your brethren, reft 
the general obligations of life* On you, 
in proportion as you are exonerated from 
inferior talks, the general obligations of life 
prefs with augmented claims • The neigh- 
bour, the friend, the fon, the brother, the 
hufband, the father, the matter, is called 
upon to behold in his comparative leifure 
new ties to the afliduous performance of 
his duties. In his comparative leifure the 
landlord is fummoned to recognife new 
motives for direfting the adminiftration of 
the property with which Heaven has en- 
trufted him to the good of his dependents, 
and the diffufive encouragement of know- 
ledge and piety. To you, in a fpecial 
meafure, are confided the execution of 

various 
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various f unftions of magiftracy ; , the ma- 
nagement of local concerns and inftitutions ; 
and the difcharge of many public trufts 
connefted with the faperihtendence of the 
revenue and the civil and militajfy welfare 
of the community • In fome of the occu- 
pations appertaining to "men of your dais 
emulation and ambition often feek theif 
gratification; and theeiifnaring influenceof 
intereft, immediate or remote, is powerfiilly 
felt. The temptation however to which 
you are peculiarly obnoixious is, partly bc- 
caufe your labour feems voluntary, partly 
becaufe it is not unfrequently gratuitous, to 
applaud yourfelves as nobly and needlefsly 
relinquifhing a portion of your time and 
eafe for the benefit of others ; and as laying 
up merit with God z;nd man by works of 
fupererogation. Merit ! Shall they who 
have received the moft from God, labour 
for Him the feaft ? Shall they who have 
the largeft opportunities, the ampleft lei- 
iure, for looking on the things of other i^^ for 
advancing the general and individual wel- 
fare of their fellow-creatures, labour for 
them the leaft ? Works of fupererogation ! 
To him that knoweth to do goody of whatever 
kind that good may be, and doetb it not ; ta 
bim it is Jin (/). Occupy till I come^ is the 

(#) Jamcsi IT, 17. 
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univcrfal mandate of your Lord. And what' 
was his example ? Chriji f leafed not him^ 
felf [k) J lived not to his own indulgence. 
Was not his life a continued Icene of fpon- 
taneous extreme and mod: difintcrefted la-* 
hour ? Do you grudge difinterefted labour, 
-and profefs to follow his fteps ? Are you fo 
blind to the demerits of your beft perform- 
ances as to demand reward not of grace ^ but 
tf debt ? Even if your beft performances 
had no demerits, and your whole lives were 
occupied in fuch performances ; what would 
be your claim ? Learn from the word of 
God, Wben yejball have done ally fay ; nve 
are unprofitable fervants : we have done that^ 
and that only y which was our duty to do {I). 

in. Confider briefly fome of the bene- 
fits refulting to the individual from Occu- 
pation ; and you will confefs that, if God 
enjoined labour as a judgement, he enjoined 
it alfo in mercy* 

Labour, in the firft place, not only is^ 
the medium of acquifition ; but naturally 
tends to improvement. Whcthej the body 
is to be ftrengthened or the mind to be 
cultivated ; whether fubfiftence or know- 
ledge is fought ', whether the neccflaries or 
the accommodations of life are at ftake ; 

(4) Rom. XT. ji (/) Luk^i xvii lo. 
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whether our own mtereft or that of others 
is to be forwarded : by labour, under the 
blefliing of Providence, the objedt of to-day 
is attained; by the labour of to-day are 
augmented the facilities of attaining fimilar 
objeas to-morrow. 

Labour is, in the next place, a powerful 
prefervative from fin. The unoccupied 
hand is a ready inftrument of mifchief« 
The unoccupied mind is a vacant field, in 
which the feeds of evil natural to the foil 
ihoot with unlimited growth* On what ^ 
day is the wickednefs of the irreligious 
the moft flagrant ? On the Sabbath: becaufe 
to them it is a day of idlenefs. When ai'e 
popular excefles moft to be dreaded ? When 
Idlenefs gives the reins to licentioufiiefs« 
Beboldy thisy faith the Lord God^ was the 
iniquity of Sodom : pride^ fulnefs. of breads 
and abundance of idlenefs was in ()er (m)^ 
. Abundance of idlenefs was among the 
piimary fources of thofe enormities, which 
drew down the fiejy deluge from above. 
He who liftens not to the voice of tempta- 
tion becaufe employment prompts the an- 
fwer, " I have not leifure to attend to 
« thee :^ though he has not attained the 
praife of virtue, may have efcaped the guik 
of many a tranfgreflion. 
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Occupation, reftri6Ved to laudable pur- 
fuits, claims a place among the fecondary 
raufesj which pre-;difpofe men to, progrefs 
in religion. Idlenefsis irreligious in itfclf, 
as a breach of duty : and contributes to 
form and eftablifti a habit of mind not 
naierely averfe from all exertion ; but com- 
monly marked by ftronger repugnance ta 
religious efforts and refearches than to any 
©ther branch of employment. 

Farther : Occupation, originating ia 
Chriftian principles and direfted to Chrif- 
tian purpofes, is effential, not only to the 
refreftiing enjoyment of leifure (for the reft 
that refrefhes is reft after toil) ; but to the 
acquifition of genuine compofure, of fe- 
renity of confcience, of that peace of God 
which paffeth all underftanding. To be a 
blank in creation, acumberer of the ground ; 
to be torpid amidft furrounding induftry j 
to be entrufted with talents, and employ 
them not for good ; to owe infinite obliga- 
tions, and withhold a6live evidiShces of gra- ' 
titude ; to be commanded to occupy until 
the coming of your Lord, and to wafte life 
in habitual difobedience — with thefe fea- 
tures in your chara6ler is your mind at 
eafe ? Have you ftable fatisfa6lion within ? 
Does not fhame redden your cheek ? Docs 
not alarm agitate your foul ? 

Single 
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Single out from the paffing crowd of 
examples a charafter habitually flothfiil : 
a Chara6ter flumbering in lazy liftleflhefe, 
or bufied in the laborious idleneis of folly. 
Single out a fluggardprotradting night unto 
noon • fauntering in the irkfomenefs of ifi*- 
aftivity ; hearing in languid vacancy /^he 
news of the day j and killing time (weigh 
well the import of this his cuftornary 
phrafe), killing time ercning after evening 
at the card table ! Scle£l a young man df^- 
voted to the chafe and its attendant .ca[res : 
or with (kill worthy of a game -keeper^ with 
ardour which might befit a favage in a wil- 
dcmefs conftrained to a perilous waragainfl: 
the beafts of the field, / dealing day after day 
and year after year deftru6tion from his 
gun amidfl t&e animal race. Sele£t# a 
young woman rolling round the vortex of 
^ffipaticm, living to accompliftunents and 
fafhion and the fong and the dance. Is 
-this to improve, life ? Is this to watch againft 
;fin ? Is this to prepare the heart fojr reli- 
' gion ? Is this to be a fervant of Chrift, who 
^ could not but ^^ abimt bis'FMher^s bujtnefs? 
Shall the Idfer- roufed on 4he great day 
by the enquiry, ^* What has been thy oc- 
•^ cupation," reply to the Judge % " I fcofFcd 
** not at thy word; I refpcftcd thine 6r- 

p 3 !^ dinanccs : 
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« dinanees : I abftained from criminal gra- 
tifications. Exempted by wealth from 
the neceflity of labouring for fubfiftenccj 
I configned my hours to eafe and amufe- 
** ment ?'* You anticipate the anfwer— 
^aji the unprofitable fervant into outer dark^ 
nefs : there Jhall he weeping and gnajhing of 
teeth. 

Let not our inveftigations, my bretlu'en, 
be clofed without fome brief and pra6tical 
remarks. 

Confider with attention proportioned to 
the importance of the fubjeft the univerfal 
obligation^ to labour. If you wifh to with- 
draw your flioulder from the burthen 5 fuf- 
pe£t the foundnefs of your Chriftian pro- 
fcflion. For thofe whom you love, even 
iSk the defire of thofe whom you love, you 
delight to labour. Do you love God, and 
loiter when he commands you to work for 
Him ? Whatfoever thy hand findetb to do^ 
do it with all thy might : for there is no 
work^ nor device^ nor knowledge^ nor wifdomy 
in the grave whither thou goeji. Whatfoever 
ye doy do it heartily j as to tlfe Lord, and not 
unto men. Cod is not unrighteous to forget 
your work and tabour. of love^ which ye have 
Jbewed towards His name. And we dejire 
that ivery one of you dojbew the fame diligence 

t9 



On Occupation. 415 

fa the full ajfurance of hope unto the end : 
that ye if not Jlothfuly hut followers of them 
who through faith and patience inherit the 
promifes {n). 

Secondly. Be frequent in propoling to 
yourfelf the enquiry, " What is my occu- 
*' pation?" Satisfy yourfelf, not merely 
that you are occupied, but that you arc 
occupied in employments acceptable to 
God. To labour in trifles is not Ghrif- 
tian occupation. To labour in fin is to 
labour for the devil. What numbers 
whom the fun rifing and fetting beholds 
in an unceafing hurry of occupation, ftiall 
appear at the hour of account to have been 
worfe than idle I What mmibers whofe la- 
bours, highly ufeful to their friends or to 
their country, have filled the mouth of the 
world with praife, fhall (land convi6led in 
the hour of account as having never laboured 
for God I What doeji thou herCy Elijah ? was 
the queftion of Jehovah to his prophet, who 
had relinquijfhed in a moment of alarm the 
proper fcene of his labours. Under every 
circumftance regard this queflion as ad« 
drefled in conjunftion with the former to 
yourfelf. Is this the place of duty ? Is this 
the labour of duty ? Are you labouring for 

(m) Eccl. ix* 6* Col. lit. aj« Hebr< vL 10— is. 
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tiie MoA ^igh? Arc you labouring in 
your appointed courfe? 

Thirdly. Would you labour efficacioufly? 

Remember whofe is the ftrength in which 
you inuft labour. Truft not in an arm of 
flefh. Lean not to thinfeown underftanding. 
Be Jirong in ihe Lord, nnd in the pQwer of 
itis might, l^ot by might, not by powers 
hut by My Spirit^ faith the Lptd of Hojis. 
Through Chrift who ftrengtheneth thee, 
thou may eft do all things. Without Him 
jthou c^ft do nothing (<?). 

Fourthly. Be vigilant, be humble, bb 
devout, in guarding through the all-fuf- 
iicient grace of your Redeemer againft 
thole fnares and forms of fm which attach 
tiipmfelvcs to your occupation. Be'fprti- 
lied againft its tolls, its plcaftjres, its re- 
wards,, its difappoinjtments. When under 
the garb of avarice, of of pfidp, br of am- 
bition, or of fenfuality, or of felf-compla-^ 
cency, or of difcontent,. Satan* lays claim 
to your heart; What is youf reply ? Iferve 
Jhe Lord Chrijl. ' 

Fijjally : In the fpif it of Him whofe meat 
and drink it was to do the will of his Father, 
accuftom yourfelf to regard iqnjoyment as 

(o) Eph. vi« 10. Zech. iv. 6. Philipp. iv. 13, John» 
- »▼. 5. 
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confifting in the performance of duty. By 
multitudes, duty and pleafure are beheld 
as diftinfl -, as drawing in oppofite direc- 
tions : duty, toiling in one quarter, and 
fummoning to an irkfome talk ; pleafure 
fmiling in an adverfe region, and inviting 
to compenfatory gratification. He, and te 
alone, whom Chriftianity enables to iden- 
tify them, poffeffes the fecrct of virtue 
and happinefs. 
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SERMON XI. 

On the NccefSty of unrcferved Ol^encc* 



James ii. lo, 

Whofoever Jhall keep the 'whole law^ and yit 
offend in one pointy he is guilty of all. 

TO fome perfons it has been a fubjeft of 
unreafonable furprife, that the Scrip- 
tures fliould contain paflages apparently 
of dark and ambiguous import. All the 
works, all the appointments of God, abound 
with difficulties. The nature of the air 
which you breathe, the properties of the 
foil on which you tread, the growth of the 
plants and animals by which you are fuf- 
tained, exceed your comprehenfion. In 
the common difpenfations of Providence, 
in the moral government of the world, 

there is much which is obfcure to the li* 

mited 
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mited faculties of man. Why then do you 
wonder that God fhould permit difficulties 
to fubfift in the revealed declaration of his 
will ? If, in the natural world, there is not 
one of His gifts, which men may not per- 
.verfely employ in a manner fatal to their 
. happinefs ; are you aftonifhed that, in his 
infpired communications, there fhould be 
Jome things hard to be underjiood^ which they 
V)bo are. wilfully unlearned and unfiable 
may wrefi even to their own deftruStion ? 
In all his counfels, the Moft High deter- 
mines with wifdom and with goodnefs. 
While his inherent attributes, the evidences 
of Chriftianity, the doftrines of redemp- 
Ition, and the confequences of righteouf- 
nefs and of guilt are diftinftly and incon- 
. trovertibly fet before us 5 are we not able 
to difcover reafons which may render it 
beneficial to us, that many paflages of Holy 
Writ fhould demand continued enquiry 
and meditation, before their meaning fhall 
difclofe itfelf ? Such pafTages try our hu- 
mility, flrengthen our faith, call forth our 
diligence, exercife our attention, imprefs 
our memories. The truth which they in- 
. volve is always of value more than fiifR* 
cient to repay the labour by which it is 
rendered manifefl, 

^mong 
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Arpong the difficult portions of Scripture, 
the text, in the opinion of moft men, ftands 
diftinguiftied. Many perfons when they 
hear it, like the difciples when Jefus Chrift 
difcourfcd to them of falvation by eating 
his flefti and drinking his blood, are of- 
fended at it J and murmur among them- 
felves, This is a hard faying : who can hear 
it ? A hard faying however may be a true 
faying. That faying at which the difciples 
of our Lord were fo deeply offended, that 
from that time many of them went back and 
walked no more with him^ unfolded the mcir 
thod of atonement by which alone maw 
was to be faved. And the truth comprifed 
in this hard faying of St, James is a do6lrine 
fo momentous; that, unlefs your life be 
fteadily Conformed to it, you never will re- 
ceive falvation. 

Refleft, whoever you may be who have 
felt your mind fta^gcred by this paffage, 
that it is a part of the word of God. This 
circumftance at once eftablifhes its truth, 
when rightly underftood ; and the import- 
ance of rightly underftanding it. Were 
additional teftimony needful, I might refer 
you to the fignal eminence of St, James in 
the Chriftian Church. He was one of the 
Twelve Apoflles, He was the brother^ the 
* very 
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veiy near relation, of the Lord jfefus, ac- 
cording to the flefti. He was honoured by 
his heavenly Mafter with efpecial marks of* 
favour. For it is evident from the book of 
the Afts, and from the Epiftles of St. Paul, 
that, after the afcenfion of Chrift, St. James 
was uniformly confidered by the Apoftles 
as it were the chief among them ; and his 
opinion was regarded with particular re-* 
lpe6l [a). He became bifhop of the Church 
at Jerufalem ; and in that ftation obtained 
by his zeal and integrity the furname of the 
Juft. By the unbelieving Jews he was at 
length maflacred. And, if the credit of 
authenticity may be affigned to the paflage 
profeffedly quoted from Jofephus by early 
Chriftian writers; fo decidedly were the 
very enemies of the Apoftle impreffed by 
his piety, that the miferable deftru6Hon of 
the city, which foon afterwards followed, 
was regarded by many of the Jews as a 
judgement from God for their guilt in put- 
ting that righteous Chriftian to death. 

In the paflage then which is now under 
confideration, you hear the words of the 
Holy Ghoft delivered to you by the 

- (tf) Adls, xii. 17. XV. 13. '9. xxi, i8. i Cor. xv. 7. 
Cal« i. i9> lu 9. X2. 
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mouth of, perhaps, the moft eminent of thef 
Apoftles. 

J propofe, under the Divine bleffing^ 

firft, to explain the meaning of the text : 

in the next place, to illuftrate by examples 

the reafonablenefs of the doftrine which it 

conveys : and, thirdly, to prove that the 

doctrine is not peculiar to St, James, but is 

the uhiverfal doctrine of the Scriptures. 

■ 

I. Whofoever Jhall keep the whole law, 
and yet offend in one point ; he is guilty of 
all. 

What is the truth which in thefe words 
St. James defigns to affirm ? Does he mean 
to aver, that the man who commits one 
fin virtually commits every kind of fin ? 
He means no fuch abfurdity. He knew 
that, although one tranfgrefSon commonly 
^raws on other and various and greater 
offences ; a finner may perpetrate feveral 
kinds of wickednefs without plunging into 
all kinds. Does he maintain that a perfi>n 
who iias yielded to one fin, needs not to 
hefitate as to indulgence in more ? The 
Apoflle never purpofed to contradift the 
Scriptures. He knew that every additional 
fin cries for additional punifhment. Does 
lie imply that the man who deliberately 

1 3 breaks 
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treaks any one of the commandments of 
the Gofpel is neccflarily excluded from 
falvation? God forbid! For how then 
fhould any man be faved ? The Apoftlc 
well knew that to every true penitent 
mercy is extended through Chrift. What 
then is the faft, which he declares ? He 
declares this faft : that the man, who fins 
againft any one branch of the divine law^ 
fins againft the authority of the mohole law, 
and againft the lawgiver of the whole. He 
declares that the divine law is not to be 
taken piecemeal : that it is not an aflem- 
blage of unconnefted commandments 
flowing from different fources, and guarded 
By diffetent fanftions ; but one entire work, 
in all its parts proceeding from the will 
and vindicated by the power of the feme 
Author. He declares that God who^ by 
his law, faid^ Do not commit adultery^ faid 
Mlfoy Do not kill : that whofoever commits 
adultery offends againft the authority of 
Him who alfo faid, Do not kill : that haw« 
ever widely the nature and circumftanqes 
of actions may vary the degrees of their 
guilt, whofoever commits any one fin re- 
bels againft the law and majefty of Him, 
who has equally forbidden every fin^ He 
declares that no one is a true Chriftian, 
who does not purpofe and labour to keep 

thft 
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the whole law : that every perfon who wil- 
fully perfeveres in any one habitual tranl^ 
grcffion, and hopes toefcapethe penalty of 
rebellion, becaufc he obferves many of the 
commandments of God, will find himfelf, 
at the day of judgement, fatally difap- 
pointed^ 

II. Perhaps this declaration of the Apof- 
tie founds in your ears unreafbnable. " Is 
" it not fufficient," you reply, " if I obey 
*' moft of the ordinances of God ? If I 
difregard one, am I to lofe the benefit of 
obferving all the reft ? Will no allow- 
ance be made for fome one evil difpofition 
or praftice, to which I am particularly 
tempted ? If I fight ftrenuoufly and fuc- 
cefsfully againft nineteen finful habits ^ 
** muft I be condemned, if I Ihould be 
" overcome by the twentieth ?*' You will 
recolleft that, when it is affirmed that the 
violation of one part of the law of God 
will exclude a man from the kingdom of 
heaven, notwithftanding his obedience to 
the other parts ; we fpeak of a man, whofe 
breach of one of the divine commandments 
is not a fin of fui'prife followed by repentance 
unto newnefs of life ; but a fin knowingly, 
and wilfully, . and perfeveringly indulged. 
With this recollection fully prefent in your 

6 mind. 
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itund, Jirocasd with me to e}^mine, by the 
eonfideratioh of ibme parallel examples^, 
Whether a perfon who thtis diibbeys any 
one part of the divine law can be a iincere 
fiiBower of Jefus Chrift. 

Suppofe one of your neighbours to be 
]pun£tual in obeying all the laws of the 
land with one exception; but to be obfti- 
ilate in the tranfgreffion of that particular 
ftatute. He abftains, for inftance, from 
offering violfcice to his fellow-fubje6ts. He 
enters not into plots againfl: the Govern- 
ment. He fubmits to every perfonal fer- 
^ce, which his country requires of him 
for her defence* He undertakes and exe- 
cutes any public fanftion, to which his 
ftation renders him liable. He pays his 
taxes, in general, with honefty. But there 
is one particular tax, which he canndt be 
perfuadcd to difcharge. He acknowledges 
liiat the tax is equitable and proper ; and 
that he is lawfully called upon to pay it* 
He is again and again entreated to pay it* 
He is reminded that he owes that tax to 
his country : that to refufe payment is to 
Jebel againfl: the laws and to relifl: his right- 
Ibl governors : that, if he perfifts in the 
tefufal, jufl:ice mufl: take its courfe againll 
him. Solicitations and arguments ace loft 
- vo]L. lit Q^ ujpoa 
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upon him. He wilfully perfcveres with 
open eye$ in refuting to difcharge the de« 
mand which he confefies to be jnft, I9 
this man a good fubje6l ? What if he ihould 
fay to you; " I obey all the other law$i 
*? and therefore I may gratify myfelf in dit- 
** obedience to this one law?"— ^" All the 
*^ laws of the land/* jyou would reply^ 
reft on the fame authority. In wilfully 
breaking one of the laws you are guilty 
of fetting at nought the aut^rity of all. 
A good fubje£i: will pay equal obedieiicet 
*^ to every law. Youarenotagoodfubjedt; 
^* the punifliment which hangs over you 
*^ is deferved.** My brother ! If you liye 
in the habit of wilfully difregarding any 
one of the commandments of God ; apply 
this cafe to yourifelf. Ypu acknowledge youi>« 
lelfthefubjeftof Chtift. You acknowledge 
that every branch of his law is holy and 
juft and good. You are intreated by 
his minifters to obey him faithfully in att 
things* - You are warn^ that in breaking: 
any one of the precepts of the Gofpel yo^ 
are guilty of rebellion againft the authority, 
of Chrift, which equally requires the ob- 
fcrvance of all : that no perfon is a real 
Chriftian who does not reiblve and fbrivc 
toobey them all. In pronouncing &ntence 

againfl; 
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againft the difobedicnt fub]e(5t you have 
j^ed judgement upon yourfelf. You are 
not a fincere Chriftian: you dcferve the 

Sffidemnation which awaits you. - 
Attend to another example^ Suppofe a 
ibldier regular in his general obedience to 
the orders of his fuperior^, to refiife Xsi 
makh upon a |||rdcular fervice te which 
he is appointed. He is requefted tor • re- 
fled: on the nature and on the confequences^ 
of his condu6i:. He is admonifhed that 
the &rviceis in the line ofduty; that it is 
s4)folutely ncceffary ; that it is required 
from him by his lawful commander. All 
fh€& truths he confefTes : hxA perfifts in 
refiiiing to obey. Will you fay that, be- 
caufe he has obeyed his officer in every 
other point he is at liberty not to obey in 
this ? Will you fay that he does not de- 
lierve fignal punifhment ? Since your bap- 
ftifin you have avowedly been the foldiers 
rf Jefus Chrift. You have promifed obe- 
dience in all things to the Captain of your 
Mvation. If you refufe obedience to Him 
in any one point, under pretence that you 
©bey Him in all the reft ; are you a faith- 
ful foldier ? Do not you fet at nought his 
univerfal authority ? Is not the judgement, 
which impends oyer you, deferved ? 

0^2 Turn 
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Turn your thoughts to the duty of «r 
&rvant« Sdppofe a fervant to be in hia 
ordinary proceedings attentive to his Ma£^. 
ter's dircfUons. But fuppofe alfo that fbmeu 
particular injun6):ion of his employer am 
wilfully tranfgreiles. He ackoowledgesj^ 
^at the buiinef^ in queftion appertains ta 
his place* He acknowle4|^ that his nftf^ 
ter. hsas repeatedly ordered him to executed 
it. But he perfeveres in difregarding thei 
command. Shall he allege; " I have ^r^. 
" formed the other work of my ftation; 
^ and therefore I will not perform this ? I 
*' fubmit to my mafl:er!s authority in other 

things; in this point therefore I toAj. 

defpife it ?*' Shall he not be told thajt,. 
in defpifing his mafter's authority in ono 
point, he defpifes it altogether, and feta 
himfelf above it ? Shall he not be told 
that no one is a faithful and good fervant, 
who is not ready to perform his mafter's 
will in all things lawful and pertaining to 
his ofEce ! Shall he not be immediately 
^finiffed from the family? You profefs 
yourfelves the fervants of God through 
Chrift. If you obftinately refufe to obey 
Him in any one point ; do not you radically 
deny his authority, and exalt your own will 
in oppofition to it ? Why call yc him Lord^ 

Lord} 
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Lord; aand do not the things which he 
fays ? Shall you not be expelled/as unfaith* 
f ul and rebellious fenrants^ from the houfe* 
lAldofGod? 

*. * Let me prefs upon you one example 
more* Suppofe a child to be in the ufual 
tenor of its conduft obedient to its parent. 
•In one point however it is refraftory. The 
parent repeats his command* The child 
perfeftly underftands it ; ^difcerns it to be 
good, and intended for his own good ; and 
is thoroughly conlciious that in every par- 
ticular coniiftent, as this command is» with 
the divine law he b bound to obey his 
parent. But he ftill refufes to obey. 
Qurfed he bey fdth the Scripture, wbofetteib 
light -by hie father or his mother {b). Is this 
f hild a dutiful cWld ? What if he obeys 
in many things ? By prefimiing in a fingle 
inftance to determine according to his own 
choicewhether hemll obey his parent ornot, 
does he not fet parental authority altogether 
at nought ? Shall he, who in a fingle inftance 
ivilfully pcrfifts in refufing obedience to his 
parent, claim any fhare of thofe rewards 
which the parent has provided for his du- 
tiful children ? Youprofcfs yourfeJwstQ 

(I) Deut^sxvii. |6f 
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have become through Chrifl: the ^Idreti 
of God* Are you obedient children j if you 
haye not reJj^eB unto all bis commandments ? 
If there be any one of his injunctions lo 
which you ftubbornly r^fufe to bend your 
neck ; will you juftify yourfelf by pleading 
0iat in other cafes you have fubmitted to 
his will ? Why do you ijot fubmit in this 
point alfo? Becaufe you have not the 
difpoiition of a dutiful child. Becaufe you 
prefer your own wilful inclination to the 
authority of your Father who is in heaven. 
Shall ' ypu be received into heaven ? Shall 
obftinate rebellion inherit the recompenfc 
of the righteous ? Verily the wrath of 
God Cometh upon ail the children of dif 
obedience. 

IIL You are now prepared, I apprehend, 
to acknowledge that when St. James in- 
ftru6ls you that to defpife the authority of 
God in one point is to be guilty of defpifing 
it in all points ; and that no man, who wil- 
fully perfeveres in tranfgreffing one of the 
commandments of Chrift, has grounds for 
expefting to be received by Him into glory 
at the laft day ; the Apoftle delivers a doc- 
trine which is perfeftly reafonable. It is 
a doftrine which in the parallel cafes of 

fubje<5ts. 
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iiibjcfts, of foldiers, of fervaftts, of children, 
you confefs to be entirely reafpnablc. It 
is the rule by which men rightly judge 
one concerning another. It is likewife 
the general rule of Holy Writ. It is 
the rule which God eftabliftied in the 
Old Teftament. Read the twenty-feventh 
chapter of the book of Deuteronomy ; and 
you will perceive that for each of th*. fe- 
parate crimes there fpecified the curfe of 
God is pronounced to be due. It is the 
rule by which St. Paul avers no lefs clearly 
than St. James, that God will judge every 
one of us. Be not deceived: neither fornix 
catorsj nor idolat9rSy nor adulterers^ nor 
thieves^ nor covetous^ nor drunkards^ nor re^ 
vilerSj nor extortioners y nor they who are 
guilty of uncleannefsy or of lafcivioujhefs, or 
df hatred y or of variance y or of emulations, 
tr of wrath y or ofjirifcy or of f editions y or of 
berefeSy or of envy y or of murder y or ofre^ 
veilings y or offuch thingSy of any fuch fin, 
of any of the works of the flefhy Jhall in^ 
berit the kingdom of God(c). Mark the 
words of the Apoftle. He does not fay 
that the man who is guilty of all thefe fins, 
or the pian who is guilty of moft of thefe 
fins, or the man who is guilty of feveral of 

(c) X Cor. vL 9) 10* Gal. v, 19— -2i» 
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thefe fins, fhall not inherit the kingdoni of 
God. He exprefsly affirms that the man 
who is guilty of any one of thefe fins 
fhall not inherit the kingdom of God. 
Not but that perfons who have lived in 
one or even in many of thefe enormities 
may yet be faved. Repentance is offered 
to them by their Redeemer : and if^ turning 
to the grace which is fet before them, they 
truly repent, and continue ftedfaft in holi- 
nefs, they (hall obtain eternal life. Let the, 
wicked man firfake bis way.y and the un--^ 
righteous man bis thoughts : and kt him turn 
unto the Lord, fir He 'will have mercy upon 
him ; and unto our Goi, fir be will abun-^ 
dantly pardon. Then however long they 
had walked, however deeply they had funk, 
even in the worfl of the enormities recently 
enumerated by St. Paul ^ yet now, like his 
penitent Corinthians vvhp formerly ivert 
fuchy they are ivajhedy they are fitnSiJied^ 
they are jujiijied in the name of tbe^ Lord 
yefus and by the Spirit of our God^d). But 
if a man refolutely perfifts in any one of 
his finful ways, afTuredly he (hall perifh. 
Why? Becaufe, defpifing the firft and great 
commandment, he loves not God with all 
his heart. Becaufe his heart is not right 

(J) 2 Cor.Ti. II. 
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^Ih God^ In feme refpe6ts he obeys 
God : but in one point he will not \ obey 
him. As though, 11^ keeping fome of the 
commandments, he could purchafe a licenfe 
to break others ! As though, by withhold- 
ing fubmiilion from God v^lfi re^d to 
one branch of his law, he did not deny his 
imiverfal fbvereignty ! As though, 1^ per- 
fevering in one favourite fin, he did not 
ihew his love for that fin to be greater than 
for God ! As though, Jby obftinately pre- 
ferring his own will to the pretepts of the 
Gofpel, he did not prove that he was bent 
on living unto himfelf, not unto Chrift ! 
Jefus Ghrift g/iw himfelf for us^ that be 
might redeem us from all iniquity. If there 
be any iniquity whatever which we will 
not renounce for the fake of Ghrift ; wc 
cannot be his difciples, we are not partakers 
pi his redemption. 

If the rule then, my brethren, which 
the Apoftlc delivers in the text, be in itfelf 
completely reafonable; if it be confoiinablc 
to the principles of equity by which you 
^aily decide concerning men; if it be not 
jwculiar to St. James, but upheld by the 
uniform tenor of the word of God : receive 
it as an infallible criterion of your fpiritual 
profpedls. Try by this ftandard the grounds 

of 
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of your hope that you are in a date of &1. 
vation. Fix not your thoughts on tho(e 
portions of your concfcift which you efteem 
the faireft. Look alfo to the duties which 
you negleft, to the tranfgreffions in which 
you wilfully indulge. Say not ; " I know 
*^ that I reverence God, becaufe I do maiff 
** things fcMT his fake." Afk yourfelf whe« 
ther it be your defire, and your aim, to do 
all things for his lake. If there be any 
pra6lice which you pertinacioufly hold faft 
in oppofition to his revealed will ; you 
deny his authority, you reverence him not. 
Say not ; " I am confident that I am re- 
** ligious and Ihall inherit the kingdom of 
♦* Chrift; becaufe I am not unchafte, nor a 
** thief, nor a drunkard, nor a reveller, nor 
" heretical, nor feditious." Examine whe- 
ther you are not covetous. If you are pure 
from covetoufnefs ^ fearch whether you arc 
not addifted to envy. If neither covetous 
nor envious; are you not a reviler? If 
clear from thefe fins; do not you cherifh 
hatred ? Proceed in this method through 
that catalogue of fins which St. Paul has 
difpUyed before you : from that catalogue 
purfue your enquiry through the other 
heads of offences, to which by his con* 
eluding general exprefiion he refers you: 

and 
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and leam whetker there be not fome one 
hatitual fin^ which jon obftlnately cherifh. 
If that be the cafe j believe the word of 
God, believe the folemn and repeated de- 
clarations of the Holy Ghoft, that this very 
fin, unlefs through the divine grace, which 
fltwaits your prayers, it be abandoned, wiU 
caft you into hell. Hear St. James illus- 
trating by a fpecific example the import 
of his do6lrine. If any man among you feem 
to be religious^ and bridktb not bis tongue^ 
but deceivetb bis own heart ; that man's re^ 
Jigion is vain. The man who bridleth not 
his tongue, however religious he may in 
other refpe61:s appear, is not religious : he 
may perfuade himfelf that he is religious, 
but he deceiveth his own heart : his reli- 
.gion may be outwardly fpecious and im- 
pofing, but it is not religion ; it is a hollow, 
cmpty^ unfubftantial appearance, a vain de- 
;lufive, unprofitable fliadow. His unbridled 
tongue fhall be his deftru6tion. Shall his 
unbridled tongue deftroy his foul, even 
though in many points he a6ls in con- 
formity to the precepts^f religion? AC- 
furedly. By refufing to curb his tongue 
he proves that very conformity not to flow 
from religion. Were his obedience in other 
points genuine, it would not be limited to 

them. 
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them. He is not religious: therefore' h» 
juftly perifhes. In the place of an un'- 
bridled tongue fubftitute the fin which yoii 
retain, and apply tlus reafoning to yourfelfi 
Deceive not your own heart. Beware left 
you only feem to be Religious. Beware left 
your religion be vain. If you prefer ^ny one 
iinful habit to the command of God 5 yoa 
are not his fervant. If you fuffep any one 
finful habit to ftand between you and hea^ 
vcn; you deferve to forfeit heaven. You 
confefs that God has authority to forbid 
every fin. You confefs that he has for- 
bidden every fin. You hear his voice in 
the Scriptures. His warnings are urged 
upon you by his minifters. You are fatiii 
fied that you can obtain falvation in no 
other path than that which he has traced. 
You are fully apprifed that, unlefs you la- 
bour to obey Him in all things, the4everity 
of his wrath will abide upon you. With 
this conviftion to awaken your confciencc, 
do you fay unto the Moft High 5 " Thefe 
*' things will I do for Thee: but this thing I 
will not do for^hy fake. Thus far I wiH 
obey Thee : but here I will be mafter ?'* 
Do you fpeak thus, and prefume to affirm 
that you pay refpeft to the fovereignty of 
the Almighty ? Do you a6l in thiss fpir^t^ 
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and hope to be accepted by Him ? Is thii 
tntbve holinefs ? Is this to fedk flfft th(i 
kingdom of God and his righteoufnefs ? 
Is this to mortify your corruptions, and to 
live unto Chlift Whd died for ychi ? A good 
man may be overcome by a fudden tempta- 
tion : but he will be humbled in forrow to 
the duft, and will be led by repiorfe to 
cncreafed earneftnefs in watchfulnefs and 
prayer. He who has not been fully in- 
ftrufted may long remain in blindnefs and 
^uilt: yet let his heart become turned 
mito God, and the eyes of his underftand- 
ing be opened, and he will abhor himfelf 
and repent. But the man who, with an 
unclouded knowledge of his duty, refufes 
to aim'feit univerfal holinefs, and perfifts in 
the referved indulgence of fome unchriftian 
temper or praftice ; be that temper or prac- 
tice what it may, fhall find its fruit to be 
eveflafting condemnation* 
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SERMON XIL 

On Sins of the Tongue. 



Psalm cxli. 3^ 

Set a watcb^ O Lord! before my mouth t 

keep the door of my lips. 

* 

« T7I70RDS," exclaim the inconfiderate, 
^ '^ " are empty air ; formlefs fhftdows j 
•* tranfient piftures of the inclination of the 
•* moment. Even when mofl: reprdien^ 
fible, we have intended little by them* 
They were the offspring of furpriib« 
They were faults, if faults, wljjich died 
*^ in their birth. The wind carried them 
** away and they were forgotten. God 
" looks to fubftantial deeds. We fhall be 
** recompenfed according to our works.** 

Death and life^ replies the voice of the 
Moft High, are in the power of the tongue. 
By thy words thou Jhalt be jujiijied j and by 

10 /^ 
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thy noords thoujhalt be condemne4* For every 
idle 'Word that men Jhall /peak they. Jhall give- • 
account in the day of judgement. If any man 
feem to be religious y and b^idleth not his tongue ; 
that maris religion is vain {a). The tongue 
is the great inciter to holincis and to fin^ 
It is the hand that executes : but it is the 
tongue that pcrfuades. The tongue gives 
vent to the heart. Out of the abundance of 
tbi heart thi mouth< fpeaketb {b). There ia \ 
no thought, evil or righteous, wivch the 
tongue may not be the inftrument of em-* 
bodying in words : no puq^fe, finfiil or 
holy, which it may not be employed to e]>> 
courage or to repirefs. 

I propofe to explain the nature of for^e 

of the principal fins of the tongue. ' Our 
attention fhall firft be dire6led to thofe 
which, when compared with others, appear 
the lighteft; and fubfequently to thofe 
which are the moft heinous. Let me re- 
tnind you however, that for any fin, however 
light it may appear, nothing but the blood 
of Chrift can atone; and that in propor-* 
tion as fins appear comparatively light, they 
will probably be the more frequently re# 

(fl) Prov. xviii. 2 f . Matth. xiL 36, 37. James i. 26. 
{b) Luke, vi. 45. 
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])eated^ and repeat^ without being 
by repentance^ 

I. Let iis advert |a thofe offences or th^ 
tongue, which may be comprehended under 
St-PauVs expreffionj foolijh taking {c\k 

To this defcription belongs all levity of 
difcourfe upoii folemn or weighty fubj^s^ 
iSome perfons Are fo indifpofed to fobriety 
of thought, and have fo long accuftomed 
themfelves to regard feriouihefs as border** 
ing upon ftupidity . or gloom ; that the 
gfavtft concerns lofe in their converiation 
every fymptom of importance* Whatever 
be the topic under difcufiion, a flippancy 
6f manner which they interpret to thenw 
felves as gaiety, and a pertnefs of languagq 
which they fuppofe to be wit, are indil^. 
crinmiately exhibited. The wifeft reflec* 
tions are encoimtered with unmeaning 
laughter : and conclufions of the higheft 
moment are repelled by a paltry eflfort at a 
jeft. Of another clafs, more numerous, 
and, if it be poflible, equally tlioughtlefs, 
the converfation is altogether andumformly 
idle. Day after day, at home and abroad^ 
you heaftiothing drop from their lips which 

{e) EpheT, r. 4. 
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Itaanifefts a cultivated inind, or a dcfire of 
mental improvement. Every thing is tri- 
fling. In the multitude of words, for fuch 
pcrfons ufually are inceflant talkers, you 
d.fcover nothing but emptinefs and folly. 
Notonly are all religious enquiries and ob- 
fervations excluded; but all difquifitions 
tending to the enlargement and communis 
* cation of knowledge are difcouraged at 
leaft, if not defpifed* Now though reafon 
and religion are very imperfeftly under- 
ftood, when they are conceived to difcoun- 
tenance innocent plealantry, and cheerful 
relaxation in focial converfe ; and though 
it (hould be admitted that neither of the 
two fets of perfons which have been de- 
fcribed are guilty of intentional criminality 
in their cuftomary mode of difcourfe : yet 
Airely it deferves the confideration of every 
man, whether fpeech, one of the moft emi* 
nent gifts of God, ought not [to be em- 
ployed to the glory of the Giver and the 
good of mankind ; and whether the glory 
of God and the good of mankind are pro- 
moted hyjholijh talking. Does it conduce 
to the glory of God that while the aflions 
of your fellow-creatures dwell on your 
tongue, and form the theme of your praifej 
there ftiould be no mention of His power, 

VpL. II. R of 
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of His love, of His wifdom, of His provi-': 
dence, of His great and wonderful works ? . 
Does it contribute to your own benefit and 
to the welfare of others that, while the 
petty concerns of the prefcnt life attradl un- 
wearied attention, all reference to the in* 
terefts of eternity fhould be chafed away 
by levity, or extinguifhed by filence ; that 
difcourfe to be entertaining muft guard ' 
againft being inftruftive ; and tliat mirth 
itfclf fhould lofe the power of pleafing as 
foon as it begins to be rational ? T&e lips of 
the wife difperfe knowledge : but the heart of 
the foolijh doetb not fo. The tongue of the 
wife ufeth knowledge aright "^ hut the mouth 
if fools pour eth out foolijhnefs {d). 

IL Another clafs of fins of the tongue 
includes thofe which arife from impatience 
and difcontent. 

Of this defcription is hafty and peevifli 
language in common life. In fuch lan- 
guage, and in the feelings which give birth 
to it, many perfons indulge themfelves to 
a greater or a lefs extent, who appear con- 
fciousf-of the guilt of violent tempers, and 
are rarely, perhaps never, known to be hur- 

(«/) Prov. XV. 2. /• 
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Yied into the extreme of paffioiit In fo- 
cicty their deportment is placid ; their lan- 
guage that of mildnefs and felf-command. 
Neither are they adling a part. On the 
whole the ftate of their minds correfponds 
at the time to their words and demeanour 
The flight degree of reftraint which the 
prefence of a ftranger, or of any perfon 
with whom they are not intimately ac- 
quainted, impofes, proves fufficient imper-* 
ceptibly to reprefs any rifing emotion of 
ill-humour, or to call forth the mental ex- 
ertions neceflary to quell it» But follow 
them into domeftic fcenes, and you no 
longer contemplate an miinterrupted calm. 
No furious ftormarifes: but tranfient clouds 
are continually obfcuring the funfliine* Any 
little incident which crofles the inclinations, 
any occurrence which difturbs the cus- 
tomary order of family proceedings, pro* 
duces an expreffion more or lefs tin6lured 
with anger. Trifling faults in the beha- 
viour of any other member of the houfe- 
hold excite ftronger fymptoms of irrita- 
bility. Scarcely has one petty. fource of 
vexation fpent itfelf, when it is Succeeded 
by fome new caufe of temporary difquiet*. 
The intervals of tranquilhty are faddened 
by the apprehenfion that fome trivial cii*- 

JR 2 cumflancc^ 
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cumftance, unforefeen until the nioment^ 
when it takes place, will fpeedily intervene 
to difturb the ferenity of the hour. Thus 
domeftic comfort is perpetually invaded* by 
little uneafinefles, little bickerings, little 
difagreements : and at length perhaps falls 
a facrifice to the multiplication of incon- 
fiderable wounds. Is this to be kindly af- 
feftioned, tender-hearted, one towards an- 
other? Is this to walk in love? Is this ta 
imitate the genflenefs of Chrift ? Who art 
thou, who thus takeft offence, if fbme trifle 
interferes with thy wifhes of the moment ? 
Who art thou who weighefl: in fuch fcru- 
pulous fcales the looks and words of every 
inmate of thy abode ? Dofl: thou expe^ 
that all things fhall be condufted, that all 
things can be conduced, in uniform fub^ 
fervience to thy humour? Are no com- 
pliances, no offices of accommodation, no 
facrifices to the convenience and reafonable 
defires of others, due from thee ? Haft thou 
fo little regard for the feelings of thofe un- 
der thy roof, as continually to harafs and 
diftrefs them ? Is the affeftion of thy fa- 
mily of fo fmall value in thine eyes, that 
needlefsly and for obje6ls of no moment 
^hou hazardeft the diminution of it ? Exa- 
mine thy boiqun^ that thou maycft deteft 

the 
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die pride and felfifhnefs, by which it is 
infefted. Seek the grace of God : for only 
by divine grace can it be purified,. 

But fome men advance to bolder mani- 
feftations of impatience and difcontent. 
Not only is their fretfulnefs qutrulous, ve- 
hement, and acrimonious, in domeftic and 
in focial life : but, after tormenting man^ 
it fhrinks not from infulting God. They 
repine at his difpenfations : they murmur 
againft his providence. If their plans fail 
of fuccefs,*the firft ftep is, whether with 
reafon or without reafon, to transfer from 
themfelves to others the charge of neglect 
and imprudent management. What is the 
fecond ? To complain that they never prof- 
per like other men , that numbers, far lefs 
deferving than themfelves, have better for- 
tune; that they have peculiar reafon to 
complain of hard meafure at the hand of 
Providence : in (hort, they approach as 
nearly as they dare to the blafphemous 
affertion, that the Ruler of the Univerfe is 
tyrannical and unjuft. What ! fhall not the 
Giver of all good diftribute his bounties 
according to his own pleafure ? To whom 
are you indebted for life and all its blef- 
fings ? To whom did you owe thofe facul- 
ties of the underftanding with which you 

R 3 are 
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are Cherifhing hard thoQghts of God ; that 
voice with which you are giving utterance 
to difcontented murmurs againft Him ? 
Having received fo much,* is this your gra- 
titude, to be indignant that you have not 
obtained more ? Does not He, who knows 
all things, difcem whether it is better that 
you (hould enjoy a greater or a lefs portion 
of his gifts : Does not He difcern whether 
the acquifition which you now defire would 
forward or obftru£t your falvation ? Has 
not He pledged his unalterable Vord that, 
if you truly love him, all things fhall in the 
end work together for your good ? When 
the Lord Jefus, whofe fervant you affirm 
yourfelf, faw that the foxes had holes, that 
the birds of the air had nefts, but that He 
himfelf had not where to lay his head : 
did He repine ? When, after a faft of forty 
days he fuffered hunger ; did He complain ? 
He refigned himfelf to the good pleafure 
of his Father, He prayed that not his own 
will, but the will of his Father, might be 
done. When affliftcd and opprefled. He 
opened.not his mouth. Even when dragged 
to the crofs, He was brought as a lamb, pa^ 
tient and filent, to the flaughter : and as a 
flicep before her (hearers is dumb, fo He 
opened npt his mouth. If you profefs to 

^5 b« 
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1>e the difciple of Chrift 5 follow his fteps. 
If, in your daily fupplications, you pray 
that the will of God may be done in 
earth as it is in heaven ; cheerfully acqui- 
efce in his wilL Take heed to thy ways^ 
keep thy mouth as it i»ere with a bridle^ that 
thou Jin not with thy tongue. The Lord is 
in His holy ^temple : let all the earth keep 
jilence before him {js). 

III. Let lis now confider thofe tranf*- 
greffions of the lips, which may be^ re- 
garded as the offspring of contention. 

Be ye angry ^ and Jin not. If anger in its 
ioweft degree overtake you, beware of tranf- 
greflion. Sin after fin is the ufual confe- 
.quence of anger : and among the firft fins 
: which arife from anger are fins of the 
tongue. The irritated mind unburth$ns 
itfelf in paflionate language. At firft, per^ 
•haps, the expreflions preferve fome meafure 
of moderation : and the angry man, at the 
very time when he is offending God by 
intemperate words, is fecretly priding him- 
felf on his fuppofed fiDrbearance. But the 
beginning of Jl fife is as when one letteth out 
^ater : therefore leave off contention before it 
he meddled with (f). If once you make a 

{/) Pfalm, xxxixt i. Hab. ii* 2O4 (/ ) Prov. xvii. 14. 
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breach in the dam 5 you kilow not how 
furious a torrent may rufh forth, nor how 
wide and deftruftive may be its ravages. 
Behold y faith the Scripture, illuftrating by 
another image the progreffive violence of 
contention 5 Behold how great a. matter 
little Jire kindleth ! The tongue is a fire ^ and 
fetteth on jire the courfe of nature*, and is 
itfelffet on fire of hell {£).. When the he^rt 
glows with refentment, heat and vehemence 
of language betray the inward flame. Then 
follow eager accufations, opprobious re-^ 
fleftions, malicious infinuations, fpiteful 
upbraidings, fneers and taunts and far- 
cafms and revilings. The beginning of the 
words of his mouth is foblifimefs : and the 
end of his talk is mifchievous madnefs {h). 
The tongue of rage blazes fiercer and fiercer; 
and abflains from no injury towards man or 
towards God. Is this to be the difciple of 
the meek and holy Jefus ? Is this to imi- 
tate Him who, when he was reviled, re^ 
viied not again j when he fuffered, threat- 
ened ncJt ; when he was unjuftly fmitten, 
calmly replied ; If I have done evil^ bear 
witnefs of the evil : but if welly why fmitejl 
thou me (/ ) ?' when he was nailed to the crofe^ 

{g) James>iii. 59 6. {b) EccL x. ij, 

(i) Johni Xviii* 23. 
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prayed for his murderers, and fuggefted in 
his prayer the only plea which could be 
alleged in extenuation of their guilt ? Is 
this to remember the petition framed by 
Him for your daily devotions ; that God 
would fo forgive your trefpaffes, as you for- 
give them who trefpafs againft you ? Is 
this to obey his folemn command ; Blefs 
them that curfe you I pray for them which 
defpitefully ufe you and perfecute you (k) ? Is 
this to give credit to his awful declaration : 
Whofoever Jhall fay to his brother^ Raca% 
whofoever fhall malignantly addrefs an- 
other even with a flight term of reproach, 
Jhall be in danger of the council : and whofo^ 
ever fiall fay ^ Thou fool ^ Jhall be in danger 
pfhelUfire (I) ? Is this to believe his re- 
newed warning by the mouth of St. Pauh 
^e not deceived 5 revilers Jhall not inherit 
the kingdom of God (m) ? Do you attempt 
to excufe yourfelf by the abfurd apology fo 
frequent on the lips of the paflionate ; that 
you fliould not have offended with your 
tongue, if you had not received provoca- 
tion ? As though it would have been a 
hoble proof of felf-denial to have refrained 
from outrageous language when there was 

(k) Matth. V. 44. (/) Ibid^ 22, 

\m) I Cor. vi.^9, lo. 
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no motive to excite it ? As though it 
would have been a lignal teftimony of 
obedience to God, to have refrained from 
finning when there was no temptation to 
offend ! Why does the Almighty permit 
provocations to affail thee, but to prove 
thee, to know what is in thine heart, whe- 
ther thou wilt keep his commandments or 
no : whether thou wilt obey the headlong 
impulfe of wrath; or ftrive through the 
grace of thy God, and for the fake of plea- 
.fing Him, to remain unmoved ? How is 
obedience to be exercifed, but by trials ? 
When is it to be raanifefted, but in the 
hour of trial ? Let every man^ my beloved, 
brethren^ t^fwift to hear^ Jlow tofpeaky Jlow 
fo wrath: for the wrath of man worketb 
not the righteoufnefs of God. I befeecb you 
that ye walk worthy of the vocation where^ 
with ye are called^ with all lowlinefs and 
meeknefs \ with longfuffering ; forbearing 
me another in love 5 endeavouring to keep 
'the unity of the Spirit in the hnd of 
peace (n). 

IV. I proceed to thofe fins of the 
t<Migue which owe their origin to vanity 
and pride, 

(ff) James i. 191 t^ Eph. it. 1-^3. . 
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Thefe fins may be comprehended under 
the term bcaftfulnefs. The boaftful man 
Ipeaketh of hin^felf, and feeketh his own 
glory. His heart is lifted up 3 his mouth 
uttereth proud things : he giveth not the 
honour unto God : he vaunteth himlelf 
againft the Moft High. When he medi- 
tates* an important undertaking, he fays not 
with the Apoftle, If the Lord ^t% IJhall 
do this or that. His language is that which 
the Scripture reprobates -y To-morrow I will 
go into fuch a city^ and flay there a yeai^^ 
and buy andfell^ and get gain (0). When 
his enterprifes profper, he remembers not 
that it is the Lord who giveth him power 
to get wealth. He exclaims with Nebuchad- 
nezzar : Is not this great Babylon that I have 
^///7/?— with the king of Aflyria, J5y ;»jr 
, wifdom I have done it^ for I am prudent ;— 
with the vaunting Ifraelite, My power ^ and 
the might of my arm^ hath gotten me this 
wealth (p). If he talks of religion, it is to 
fay to his neighbour ; Stand by thyfelft come 
not near to me : for I am holier than thou. I 
thank God that I am not as other men are. 
J am rich and incrcafed with fpkitual goods 

{0) Jamesiiv.^ 13. 15. 

{fi Dan. iv. }0« Ifaiahj x» 13* Deut^ vlii. I7« 

and 
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and have need of nothing (q). If he meets 
with oppofition, he cries out with the over- 
bearing boafter defcribqd by the Pfalmift : 
With my [tongue will I prevail : my lips are 
my own. Who is lord over me (r) ? Even 
liealth and bodily ftrength and aftivity are 
with him the fulgefts of vain-glory, as 
though he had conferred them upon him- 
lelf. Not unfrequently wickednefa itfelf 
l)iecomes his boaft^ He openly triumphs 
5n the violence with which he has borne 
down an opponent ; in the cunning with 
which he has over-reached a competitor ; 
m the revenge which he has exercifed « 
agdnft a perfon who has offended him ; in 
jbeing mighty to drink wine^ and a man of 
firength to mingle Jirong drink (s). Soli- 
citous in every circumftance of life to mag- 
nify himfelf, he fpeaks contemptuoufly and 
degradingly of others : and the more con- 
temptuoufly and degradingly in proportion 
as he apprehends that they may be advan- 
tageoufly compared with him, or may fland 
in the way of his enterprifes and projefts* 
This is he who feeketh honour from men^ 
not the honour which cometh only from 

[q] Ifaiah^ IxT. 5. Luke^ zviti* 1 1. Rev* iii* 17. 
\r) Pf. xii. 4- (') K V. 22. 
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God. This is he who perceiveth not th^it 
before honour is humility. This is he who 
tnoweth not that every one who exalteth 
himfelf fhall be abafed. This is he ^Am 
knoweth not that in each of the catalogues 
of grievous finners recorded by St. Paul as 
objedls of divine vengeance, hoafters have 
a place. Does the boafter call himfelf a 
difciple and imitator of the Lord Jefiis ? 
Come and learn ofme^ faid Chrift ; for I am 
meek and lowly in heart. He did not found 
a trumpet before him ; nor caufe his voice 
to be heard in the ftreet. Though coraN 
miffioned to difplay his miraculous power 
in public as one of the proofs that he was 
the predifled Saviour, he delighted to find 
occafions of exerting it in private : he re- 
peatedly enjoined the concealment of his 
mighty deeds : he ftudioufly transferited 
the entire praife of his works from himfelf 
to his Father : he commanded the few 
witnefTes, whom he permitted to behold his 
transfiguration, to make no mention of 

that difplay of glory until after his death. 
Seeji thou a man wife in his own conceit ? 
There is more hope of a fool than of him. 
Brethren ; in honour prefer one another. Be 
courteous in word and in deed. Lei another 
man praife thee^ and not thine own mouth : 

1 2 ajiranger^ 
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mjiranger^ and not thine own lips. Let na^ 
thing be done through Jirife or 'vain glory : 
iut in lowlinefs of mind let eaeh ejieem other s 
fitter than himfelf(t). 

Many other offences of the tongue re- 
quire to be noticed : and will form^ with 
the permiffion of God, the fubjeft of a 
future difcourfe. The number, however, 
and the magnitude of thofe which have been 
inveftigated aie fufficient to awe the care- 
lefs into refleflion. Where now, ye in- 
confiderate, are your delufions ? Are 
vrords empty air ? ^c fins of the tongue 
like the path of an arrow through a cloud, 
imdifcerned, undifcqverable, forgotten ? If 
4t book of remembrance is written before God 
for them that fear the Lord^ andfpeak often 
me to another : is there no book of remem- 
brance for them who employ not his gift 
of fpeech to his glory ? If the Lord hear* 
kens and hears ^ when men glorify Him in 
the ufe of His gift : if He proclaims, They 
fl;all be mine ; and I willfpare them^ as a 
manfpareth his own fin that ferveth him (//) : 
Ihall he not hearken and hear, fhall he 
not avenge and deftroy, when the tongue 

(/) Prov. sxvi. 12* xarvli. 2. x Pet. Si. 8. Philipp. it. 3« 
(») Mai. iii. i6| 17* 
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labours in the fervice of fin ? In that fer- 
vice, my brethren, how long have our 
tongues wearied themfelves ! How little 
in the application of fpeech have we imi- 
tated our Lord ; his prudence, his pa- 
tience, his calmn^fs, his lowlinefs. By 
fboliih talking, by fretful and impatient 
language, by ftrife, by boafting, by one or 
by all of thefe .fins, how often has every 
one of us tranfgrefled ! In proportion as 
we have refembled any of the piftures 
which have been drawn, fo great has been 
our guilt. Do we deem the difpenfation 
unreafonable, that words, ho lefs than 
aftipns, fhall be grounds of punifhnient ? 
They reft on the fame bafis. They are in 
nature effentially the fame. Words and 
aftions are equally figns : figns of the ftate 
of the heart. The word, the deed, the 
meditated purpofe, fpeak the fame lan- 
guage in the ear of the Moft High. 
Afike they reveal the governing principle 
of the foul. Alike they teftify the faft 
which decides our doom: that we are 
fervants of God 3 or that we are fervants 
of the devil. 
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Psalm cxli. 3. 

Se^a wafcBj O Lord ! before my mouth : 
keep the door of my lips. 

IN the preceding difcourfe I reprefented . 
to you the nature and confequences of 
various fins of the tongue. Let me now 
profecute my defign of warning you againft 
additional offences equally comprehended 
within the fcope of the text. 

V. The offence to which I fhall in the 
next place refer is cenfbrioufhefs. 

It is not cenforioufnefs to affirm fin to 
be fin : to paint its heinoufnefs in its true 
colours : to proclaim the tremendous 
judgments which hang over the heads of 
the impenitent. To palliate guilt as though 

it 



it i^re of trivial concern : to d^oinffbate 
various kinds of wickedneis by tiiofe light 
appellations^ which fafliion moft irreli-* 
giouOy applies to them : to lull the tranf- 
g«(fi3r into fecuiity by obicuring or ex- 
piathing away the fcriptural limitations of 
the divine mercy ; by defcribing the pu- 
niihments referyed for the ungodly as lefs 
aweful in their nature and duration than 
the plain import of tlie Word of God pro- 
nounces them to be ;• or by* mdntaining a 
cowardly and unchriftian filence, when 
duty requires you to proteft, to admonifh^ 
to alarm : to aft thus is to prove yonrfelf 
little acquainted with the Gofpel of Chrift, 
or little difpofed to imbibe the fpirit of a 
Chriftian y little folicitoils for the glory of 
your Lord, and for the falvation of your 
own foul, and of the foul of your neighbour. 
Neither is it alway cenforioufnefs to make 
known the faults of another. Not only 
may public juftice require you to uphold 
die interefts of fociety by bearing a faithful 
t^imony againft crimes ; but your duty to 
your family and to your friends, and your * 
general obligation to fupply feafonable 
counfel to the unwary, may demand that 
you fhould reveal, in the fpirit of truth 
and meeknefs, the aftual mi(conduft of 
irtdividuals : and that you fhould point out» - 
VOL. II. • s according 
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according to your deliberate view of thcnf 
characters, fuch of their difpofitions, ha- 
bits^and purpofes as^ ii^ your appreheniion, 
\srould prove, ^ vvere you to remain filent, 
mifchievous and enfnaring^ But v^hen 
you puUiih the faults of others^ unnecefla<' 
rily ; when you enlarge upon them to a 
heedlefs length p when you develop them 
with unwarranted veheri^nce ;• when you 
knowingl]^ omit any true or probable eir^ 
cumftance tending to diminifh their magni- 
tude: in each of thefe cafes you 'are cen-* 
fbrious. In other words, cenforioufnefs is 
fo to difcourfe concerning the offences of 
another as to tranfgrefs againft charity. 
Some^per&>ns are cenforious through care** 
leifiiefs; fome through felfilhnefss fome 
through anger J feme through malice; fome 
through envy. - According to the difference 
of the fources from which cenforiouiiie& 
iprings, its guilt is more or lefs flagrante 
But even when it arifes from carelefTneis^ ^ 
deem it not a l3*ifling fm. You are not 
carelcfs concerning, your own charadler, 
your own welfare. Are you not to love 
your neighbour as yourfelf ? You feet 
pained and injured, if your own failings 
are inadvertently made the fubjeft crfneed- 
|efs obfervation. Why do you caufe needlefs 
pain and injury to your neighbour ? Refleft 

how 
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1k>w oppofite is cenforioufhefs, from what- 
ever fource it may proceed, to the precepts 
of Jefus Chrift. Judge not^ that ye be not 
judged. Why beholdeji thou the mote that is 
in thy brother* s eye ; but confiderejl not the 
beam that is in thine own eye {a) ? Reflcdt 
how contrary it is to his example. How 
pure wai his converfation from harfh re- 
fleftions on the prejudices, the timidity, 
the cold and wavering faith of his follow- 
ers : and from heedlefs feveiity in noticing 
the obdurate blindnefs, the unconquerable 
malice, and the murderous defigns of his 
enetitiies. Brethren, be ye followers ofGody 
as dear children^ and walk in love^ as Chrift 
hath loved us. Cqnfider yourfeheSy left ye al/b 
be tempted {b). 

VI. Let us now direft our thoughts to 
thofe fins of the lips, which originate in a 
bufy and meddling fpirit : fins which, if not 
in themfdves of a deeper hue than fome 
which have already been mentioned, often 
prove more extenfively defl:ru6live to the 
peace of fociety. 

From a bufy and meddling temper is; 
derived a loquacious interference in the con- 
cerns of other men. The people of Athens, 
when St. Paul was in their city, fpent their 

( j) Matth. m I • 3* (i) Eph. v« i| 2« Gal« vi, i . 
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Alie in noting elfe but either to tell or ta^ 
hea^Jome newtBing^ iVfeny Chriftians feeoi^ 
by thdir conduft to be defcencfeihts of thefe 
AthemaofiL Impelled by curiofity, they 
fcarch oat every petty tranlkfticjai of the 
neighbaurhood j fift it ag^ain ^id agaia ta^ 
the very liottom j ami trcafurc up in^theur 
raemoricsv in fuch matters tDo»faithful, eacb 
partible of intdligence which they have 
cottedled. They pry into the: mtorior ol 
fiimilies;. wohtb out every incidehtcrfi the 
(ky : make themielves mafters of every 
ctemge in the dcmeftic arrangement ^ and 
difcoveip eiresy p]^cge6):ed ptaa of- altei'ation. 
almod as fbovk. zb. it i& f ormedr often before- 
it has. bfen digefted^ by. the:: perfon wha de- 
vifed it. The ftore of news, which they, 
have thus acquired vanity and felf4mport- 
anteui^ them to cpmmimicatel. Hbnce 
ftom bufy-bodies they advance to be tale-* 
hearers. 7&jn munder fromhwfi to boufey. 
Being tatlen a^y /peaking tbof^ things which 
they ought not (r). Wherever they wander, 
they 4>read mifchicf. If they employ for 
the gratification of malevolence the tidings 
♦rhich the fpirit of curiofity has gleaned ; 
they are among the mofl dangerous of man- 
kind. But what if they are, aft tiated merely 
by the love of tatling ? They encourage 

idlenefsj. 
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idtetiiets ; tl^y iniiUme :iii(|Uif^uvendrs ; they 
tetray fecrete; they excite i|uartels4 they 
prolong diffentions. Hear with what accu- 
tacy they ar<^ch9jia6^eri&d in the^Soidpturea^ 
ji ferpent will bite:; and a hahbler is m ktt^ 
ter. 7he words of ^a talsbeaner are wouads. 
A talebear^ r^ealetb fecrets. He that re^ 
^eatetb , a mcMer feparratelSj very friend^ 
Where no wood is^ the fire goeth out : /$, 
^where there is no. tdebearcry the fififi ceff- 
^h {dy Hear the pofitive commands of 
God. ^bou Jhalt not gOMp and down us u 
jtakbearer among thy people. Let none nf 
you fuffer as a bttfy^body in other merits 
-matters, ^tudy to be quiet .and do your own 
Jbufinefs [e)^ The conftant objcfl of Jefus 
Chrift was tol>e employed about that great 
bttfinefs ior>^hich his Father had fent him 
into the world. Let it be your conftaat 
ob]e6l to attend to that momentous con- 
cern, for which our ^ Father who is in 
heaven hath fent you into the world. Re- 
|)eat not the proceedings or the purpofcs 
<>f yourtt^ghbour, except in fuch a manner 
as paay tend to edification. The Lord 
^9ateth him that foweth difcord among bre^ 
ibren. For every idle word that men Jbail 

(J) Ecd. X* IX. Prov. XI. 13. xvii. 9. xviii. x8. zxvi. 29. 
{i) Ley. SIX. i6. I ttt. iv. 15. i TheiT. iv. ii. 
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Jpeak they Jhall give account in the day $f 
judgement \f). 

VII. Wc arc now to confidcr thofc 
offences, which fall under the general dc- 
fcriptiin of deceit. 

Of thefe the moft prominent is open 
jFalfehood. It is by the bands of truth that 
fociety is held together. It is in fincerity 
and truth that we are to ferve God, The 
liar deftroys the foundation of all confidence 
iwrhether in the putjlic dealings of men one 
with another, or in the retirement of do- 
jneftic life. The evils which the yiplatioii 
of truth produces are fo manifeft : the dif- 
J&culty of guarding againft its eifefts is fo 
great; and the indignation with which 
men, with whatever indifference they be^ 
hold their neigbour's fin as committed 
againft God, condemn it when prgudicial 
to themfelves, is ifo prompt ; that he who is 
notoripufly guilty of lying is held in general 
abhorrence ; and eyen thofe. who abandon 
themfelves to other branches of wickednefs, 
and fcarcely pretepd to pay an exterior re- 
gard to religion, are folicitQus to maintain 
a charafter for veracity, and refent the im* 
putation of a lie as the grofTeft of injuries. 
But theopinions of menconcemingoffences 

(/) ProY, VI. iS— 10. Matth. xii« i6. 
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«^Hft men are o£ littie miportance, when 
compared with the eftimation in which 
breaches of the divine law are viewed by 
Almighty God. God is a God of truA. 
He requires truth in the inward parts, in 
the heart.. Every departure from truth he 
mark^ as a fin againft Himf^f. Te /hall 
not dealfalfefyy nor lie ^ one to' another t I am, 
the Lord (g). 

The faliehood, however, of the lips fre- 
quently (hews itfelf in the form of flander. 
The obnoxious individual who could not 
be infured or deceived by an open breach 
of truth, may be overwhelmed by the 
artifices of fecret calumny. Evil reports 
may be raifed and privately diffufed con- 
cerning him ; reports, which whUe their 
.author lies concealed, may execute their 
office abroad in open day ; and haflening 
from lip to lip, from door to door, from 
circle to circle, may undermine his good 
name, def^t his honefl* undertakings, blight 
his reafonable hopes, inflame his ancient 
adverfaries, embody a new hofl of foes, 
and poifon the minds of his nearefl friends 
with fiifpicion and diflrufl, Slander is but 
9 more refined, and therefore more mif^ 
thievous mode of lying. Are you then 
furprifed at the decifion of the wife idng : 

94 ^ 
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Me that bidstb hatred wkh lying llps^ and 
be that uttereth aflander^ is a foot {Jb) ? WeM 
may he be pronounced memorable for folly, 
trho . rianembereth not that Ae words of 
hks lips are recorded againft the day of re- 
tribution« Do you wonder at the deck- 
iratioiis of the Pfalm^, that iJobi^^ friviiy 
Jlanderetb bis neighbour Jhall be cut off: that 
if any man would dwell in the prefence of 
the Mdft High, he muft be one who back-- 
biteth not with bis tongtu^ nor taketb up A 
reproach agdif^ bis neighbour {i) f Is not 
the language of tiie New Teftament on this 
lubjeft in full agreement with that of the 
Old ? Does not St. Paul, in his Epiftle to 
the Romans, name backbiters among the 
greateft offenders ? Does not he exprefsly 
warn the Corinthians againft backbiting as 
% great offence ? Does not he pointedly 
exprefs both to Timothy and Titus the fm- 
fulefs oifalfe accufers {k)? 

What were the engines of fin by whicfe 
ruin was brought upon mankind? An 
open falfehood and a difguifed flander. 
An open falfehood : for the devil uneqvii- 
vocally averred, that man fhould not die, 
though he fhould eat of the fruit of the 
forbidden tree. A difguifed flander : for 

(Jh) Prov. X. 18. (1) Pf. CI. $. XV. 3. (i) Rom. 1. 30. 
2 Cor. x\i, 20. 2 Tim. iii. 3* Titus> ii. 3. 
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the infmuating temper imputed to God 
other motives than the true one, motives 
even of jealoufy and felfifhnefi, for pro*- 
hibiting man from eating of it. Hence the 
devil is pronounced by our Saviour to be 
a liar, and the father of lies. Hence too 
the Jews, as liars, are pronounced, the chil*^ 
dren of the devil. As the imitators, the 
flaves, the children of the devil, all liars, 
whether they deal in open falfehood or in 
lurking flander, are objefts of deteftation 
to Almighty God. A lying tongue • the 
Lord hatetb : lying lips are an abomination 
to the Lord. All liars Jhall have their part 
in the lake that burneth with fire and brim-' 
ftone{l). 

There is yet another garb which, deceit 
wears, that of flattery. In this garb you 
veil deceit, when you afcribe to another that 
praife to which you do not believe him to 
be entitled : or convey to him in any man- 
ner "tin6bured with infincerity the applaufe 
which you apprehend him to deferve. In 
the firft cafe, the flattery is direft lying : 
m the fecond, if not in the firft alfo, it is 
hypocrify. The flatterer exaggerates the 
excellence of the perfons whom he purpofes 

if) Prov.vi.iy. xii. 22. Rev. zxi.S. 
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jto conciliate J knowingly reprefcnts thenj a$ 
piore virtuous^ or more powerful, or morg: 
wife, or more ufeful, or njore valued, thaii 
Jbe deems to be jhe fa6l : approaches then^ 
with looks and geftures of fjtudied complai- 
fance j addrefles them wjth an affumed air 
of humility, adjniratipii or attachment j and 
Jiefitates pot, for the fak? pf forwarding 
his own fel;fifh defigns, to fawn upon theiy 
Jiumpurs, to encpyirage their prejudices, to 
afFeft their opinions, to aggravate their rcr 
fentrpents, to flander any objedl of their dif- 
likc, or even tp panegyrize and ftimulate 
their vices. He pttcrs fraopth wprds to de- 
ceive. The words of his mouth will htfmgother 
than butter when war is in his heart : his 
lyords will hcfofter than oil, when they 
are intpn4cd to aft as dr^wn fwords. He 
fpeaks vanity with his neighbour : withflat^ 
tering lips and with a double heart doth he 
fpeak. But his doom is already pn record; 
All flattering lips the Lord Jhall cut off{jn). 
My brethren : you affirm yourfelves tp 
be the djfciples of Chrift Jefus. Look 
then to your patt?rp. He did no fin, 
neither was guile found in his mouth. If 
you would love life, and fee good days j 

(m) Pf*xii. 2,3. 
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l^aan your tongue from evil, and your 
lips that they ^eak no guile. Of thofe 
ivho are deicribed in the bqpk of Revela- 
tions as redeemed from ambng men, the 
firft-fruits unto God and the Lamb, one 
charafteriftic is, that in their mouth was 
found no guife. And in the fame porten- 
jtous book the world is repeatedly fore- 
warned that whofoever iovetb and maketh a 
lie^ fhall not enter into the New Jerulalem, 
the kijigdoin pf thp Lord Jefus. 

VjII. luet me, i|i the next place, call 
ppon. you to unitp in detefting all fins of 
the tongue whicl^ arg violations of mor 
defty. 

On a fubje£t fo difgufting I fhall not 
enlarge. But I muft folemnly deliver to 
you theteftimony of the Scriptures againfl: 
every one who is guilty of fiich offences. 
Indecent qonverfation is ftigmatifed in Holy 
Writ by the name of filthinefs. Put of ail 
fltby communication out of your mouth. Let 
not filthinefs once he named among you («). 
There is indeed no fin which is more 
pdious in its nature, more expreflive of a 
^cpraved and polluted heart* Let not 

{n) Colof. iii. %. Eph. v. 3, 4. 
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any one imagine that the offence is drmi- 
nifhed in the fight of God, when the liceit- 
tious meaning is obfcured by ambiguous 
language, or lurks under diftant alluiions. 
Cod looks into the bofom, and fees all its 
abominations. Clirift hath called you unt<> 
holinefs. You are fequired to be holy, as 
he was holy; pure, as he was pure. A 
true Chriftian will not only watch over 
his lips, that they may not inadvertently 
overftep the bounds of delicacy, nor ap- 
proach fo near to them as to be in danger 
of trefpafling : but lie will fhun and dif- 
countenance all difcourfe, which leads to^ 
temptation. It is ajhame^ faith the Apoftle^ 
to f peak offuch things as are done in fecret 
by the wicked. No undean perfon hatb 
any inheritance in the kingdom of Chriji and 
ifGcdip). 

IX. I clofe the gloomy catalogue of fins 
of the tongue with one, which in pre- 
fumption exceeds all others, profanenefs. 

This fm comprehends every irrevcrenjt 
expreffion conceming the Deity, his titles, 
his attributes, his providence, his revelation, 
his judgements, Sometimes it exercifes it- 

(■#) Eph. V. 5. 12. 
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felf in fpeaking againft the Moft High : in 
vilifying Him by fcofiingat his laws, fheer- 
ingj 'at his ordinances^ deriding the doc- 
tlines of his infpircd word. Sometimes it 
dl£jplap itfelf in malice againft men j v\ 
easing down vengeance from heaven oil 
thofe who are made after the (imilitiuie 
©f God. It fills^ every degree in the fealcs^ 
of guilt, from; the flighteft word of con-; 
tempt againft religion, and of diirefpeft 
towards God, to^ the moft daring blaf-' 
f^ony : from the moft carelefe expreflion 
implying a wifh that a fmall evil from; 
above may overtake another, to the deepcfk 
curfes of everlafting damnation. Murder,, 
pegury, and atheifev are m its train. Its 
knguagp is fit to be the langu^ only of 
fiends. Its path leads to the habitation of 
fiends. 

Above all things^ my brethren^ fwear not r 
that ye fall not into condemnation. Let your 
communication he ye ay yea^ nay^ nay : jvn 
"Wkatfoever is niore than tkefe^ comet h ofennL 
Tbmjhak not take the name of the Lord t^ 
God in v^in : for the Lord will not hold hinr 
guiklefs that taketh His name in vain {p)^ 
There are perfons who perfuade themfelves 

f/) Jara«s T. »J. Matth.#.37. E<od. aw.?. 
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that they difapprove profanencfs, and fedS 
io hold thraifelves guiltlefs, while they 
perfeverc in the daily, perhaps hourly 
pra6lice of it. Who are thefe felf-decdvers? 
They who introduce the names of God 
and of Chrift,! and other kindred terms, in 
faihionableafTeverations, or in exclamations 
of furprife, of hope, of difappoiritment, or 
in fomc other light manner, into their 
ordinary difcourfe'. Do they affirm that 
the offence with which they are charged is 

but an idle habit : that the obje6tiouable 
words drop from their tongues without in- 
tentional irreverence, without meaning, 
and frequently without being perceived i 
Miferable and vain excufes ! How hdck- 
neyed in f^fane irreyerenceis your tongue, 
if the moK aweful expreffions are become 
familiar expletives ! How reiterated has 
been the found, if your ear is dead to the 
impreffion ! If a lively fear and a fervent 
love of your Maker and your Redeemer 
prevailed in your bofom ; it is irapoffible 
that you could thus trifle with their facred 
names. . Your heart would finite you at 
tlie thought. The found would die away 
upon our lips. If you can ufe fuch ex- 
preffions yourfelf 5 if' you can hear them 
ufcd without pain t examine your breaft. 

There 
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Yhere is delufion on the furface; it is well 
if their be not hy pocrify at the bottom. 
^ Confider, ye who artf guilty of any iptf- 
<Jies of profanenefs, the example of Him' of 
whom you repute yourfelves thfe difcijplies. 
In public and in private, hbw replete with 
ifeverehce and love to God was his conver- 
iktionf With what high refpeft did he 
always mention thfc Scriptures ! How 
truly did the lan^age of hi$ lips accord 
with his pra6tical benevolence to men ! 
Will he receive to himfelf the blalphemer, 
the fcofFer, the man whofe mouth poureth 
out curfes, or him who obftinately perfifts 
in irreverent difcourfe ? The law^y the hii^ 
of condemnation, is made for the mboly and 

, the profane {q). 

Suffer me to add, in conclufion, fbme 
fgw general remarks, relating to all offences 
of the tongue, and leading to a due ap- 
plication of the text. 

Though for the fake of cleamefs I have 
treated feparately concerning feparate fins 
b£ the tongue, it is feldom that any one of 
them comes fingly. Or if at firft unat- 
tended, it does not long continue fblitary. 
il^e evil fpirit which has occupied the 

(q) I Tim. i» 9» 

manfioa 
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manlion prepares it for others worft than 
himfelf. Thus the impatient man ufually. 
becomes contentious; the contentious pro% 
fane : 4he foolifh talker a talebearer j the 
talebearer cenfbrious and a dealer in falie* 
hood. Hence the guilt attached to each 
diftinft clafs of the offences which we have 
confidered, and the great probability that 
he who indulges in any one will be en- 
fnared into more, concur-to efiablifti the 
extreme importance of guarding the lipa 
againft all. Unlefs you are habitually able 
to command your tongue, think not that 
you are a Chriftian. You have the decifive 
judgement of an Apoftle, that if anyone 
among you feemeth to be religious, and 
bridleth not his tongue ; that man deceiv- 
eth his own heart, and his religion is vain. 
But mark the forcible language in which 
the fame Apoflle reprefents the difHculty, 
nay, if we are left to our own flrcngth, 
the impoflibility, of controlling this in- 
flrument of evil. Every kind of beajis^ 
and of birds ^ and offerpents^ and of things 
in the fea ; every part of the animated 
world which men have encountered ; . is 
tamed^ and hath been tamed^ has fooner or 
later been fubdued, of mankind. But the 
tongue can no man tame t it is an unruly ei)ily 

full 
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Jtill of deadly poifon. If any man offend not 
in wordy the fame is a perfeSi m^n^ and able 
alfo to bridle the whole body (r). What has 
been our peribnal experience ? We have 
acknowlcidged the tranfgreffions of our lips. 
We have refolved agaiiift the repetition of 
them. Again and again new relapfes have 
Covered us with fliame. To fliame has 
fucceeded grief; to grief determination of 
amendment; to determination of amend- 
ment tranlgireflion. If this then be our 
fituation : if there can be no religion with- 
out the fubje6tion of the tongue, and if the 
tongue be unconquerable by human difci- 
pHne: what courfe is man to purfue? What 
courfe, but that which is pointed out in the 
words of the Pfalmift ? What path but that,' 
which leads to the fure mercies of David? 
Let a watch hefet by Thee, Lord^ before 
my mouth : keep Thou, O God, the door of 
my lips I They who obftinately depend upon 
themfclves {hall prove by lamentable dijC- 
appointments, that human nature can nei- 
ther cure nor \sdthftand its own cofrup- 
tioh 5 that it is not in man, unrenewed by the 
Spirit of God, to govern either his a£lions 
QT his words according to the law of eternal 

(r) Jameii iii. 2. 7, 8. 
VOL, II. T life. 
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life. But with God all things are poflible. 
There is no undertaking, whatever be its 
difficulty, which to His power is not cafy. 
There is no corruption, be it ever fo clofely 
interwoven with the human heart, which 
, His. grace cannot extirpate. Direft your 
carneft fupplication to the Father of mer- 
des for ability to reftrain your lips from 
evil: for a difpofition uniformly to en* 
deiavour to follow the fteps of your Lord 
in word no lefs than in deed. Offer up 
your prayer in fincerity and truth ; offer 
it in the name and through the mediation 
of Jefus Chrifl, who ever liveth at the right 
hand of God to make interceffion for you ; 
and you fl&ll receive the afHflant e needful 
to falvation. 

J But think not that God will fhower down 
His grace to abolifh the neceffity of your 
own exertions, or to juflify you in fluggifh 
unconcern. Though except the Lord build 
the boufey their labour is but loji that build 
it ; he expefts that the builders fhould per- 
form their office. Though except the L%ri 
keep the city^ the watchman nvaketh but in 
vain: he requires that the watchman 
fhould be faithful in circumfpe<5lion. From 
you, if you would obtain from Him power 
over your tongue, he demands vigilance, 

caution^ 
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tantioii^ forbearahee^ foitthought, pcrifc- 
tering ftruggles againd finw He demands 
that, through the grace which He has 
already fupplied, you exercifc your tongue 
in the cmpleryments and language of devo- 
tion ; that in the bufinefs of your ftation, 
in the hour of leifure, you converfe as be- 
fits thofe who know that they fpeak in the 
hearing of God : that' amidfl allurements 
»id provGcationSj amidfl: unhallowed prin- 
wples" and corrupt example, you daily con-^ 
fefs Chrift in the government of your lips : 
that you redouble your efforts and your 
prayers, when the preflure of temptation 
increafes : that you faint not under oucou- 
ragements, nor be weary in well-doing: 
that, if betrayed into tranfgrcflion with 
your lips, you labour the more ftrenuoufly 
againft tranlgreffion for the future : that 
you depend not on yourfelf, but exclufively 
upon Him : that, when you have been en- 
abled to preferve your tongue void of of- 
fence, you afcribe not to yourfelf but to 
Him the praife. Shun then^ my brethren, 
as you value prefent peace and eternal 
happinefs, every offence of the tongue. 
Avoid "vain babblings and foolijh and un^ 
learned quejiions. Be not hajiy with your 
"words ; nor fret againji the Lord* Abhor 

T 2 ^^i/^j 
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firife^ railings^ pef^erfe difputings of men ef 
corrupt minds and dejiitute of the truths Be 
not defrous ofnjain-glory. Let all bittemejs 
and clamour and evilfpeaking be put away 
from you. Putting away lyings fpedk every 
man truth with his neighbour : for we are 
members one^of another. Lay afide all guile 
and hypoerify. Let no corrupt communication 
proceed out of your mouth ; but that which is 
good to the ufe ofedifyingy that it may minijier 
grace unto the Bearers^ Give unto the Lord 
the honour due unto His name. The God of 
patience and confolation grant that^ according 
to Chrijl Jefus^ ye may with one mouth glo^ 
rifyGod. 






SERMON XIV. 

* 

On the Identity of Wifilom and Religion; 



Psalm cxix. 34. 

Give me underfianding^ and I Jhall keep thy 
law J yeay I Jhall obferve it mtb my whole 
heart. 

s 

TN the book of Proverbs, and in other 
parts of Scripture, mfen are earn^ftly 
exhorted to purfue wifdom. It is evid^ht^ 
that by wifdom the facred writers intended 
religion. They were in faft fo fteadfaftly 
convinced that religion is real wifdom, and 
the greatcft wtfdqm,, and the only true wif- 
dom 5 that the teiin wifdom continually 
prefented itfelf to their minds as peculiarly 
adapted td defignate a life of faith and ho- 
linefs : and folly appeared to them the ap- 
propriate denomination of fin. In com- 

T 3 mon 
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njpn with many. jBther pofitions^ c^^ 

Writ, the identity of wifdom and religion 
is by no means univerfally recognifed a^ 
a faithful faying^ and worthy of all accept a^ 
tion. Tlicf infidel fiieers at the doftrine as) 
fanatical. The licentious encounter it with 
broad diferilion as refuted by^daily expe^ 
rience. And among thofc who are un-» 
tainted by fcepticifm and decent in their 
charafterSjnumbcrSj'dpcciaHyof the youngj,^ 
while they acquiefce in it as a fcripturaj 
declaration,, regard it as a ftrange and myf- 
terious truth :• aiid though not prepared to 
affirm with the unbeliever and the profli-^ 
gate that the Servants of religion are in thii 
tlfi of all men the mofi mferable^ reft in-^ 
wardly of opinion that the fphere of their 
QWH happinefs w»uld be confidcraMy en^ 
larged if, without forfeiting the futmre x^ 
coippenfe of holinefs, they were at liberty 
to expatiate in the prefent gratifications of 
the iinner. JL»et us then furvey, one by 
one, the charafteriftic marks of wildom: 
and examine whether they ^e not fingly 
and coUefliveiy exemplified in the condu£fc 
of the man, who fixes his heart upon God 
through Jcfiis Chrift, 



I. Wifdom, 
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I. Wifdom, in the firft place, feleds fuch 
objects of purfuit as (he difcems a fatis- 
faftory profoeft of attaining. 

Has rrfigion this charafteriflic of wifdom ? 
Compare under this point of view the ob- 
jefts which infpire the exertions of the ir- 
religious man with thofe which the true 
Chriftian propofes to himfelf. Be it opu- 
lence, or power, or reputation, or any other 
worldly poffeffion or enjoyment, after which 
you labour ; how great is the uncertainty 
whether you fhall fucceed ! When at the 
clofe of the long-protrafted chafe you hang 
in triumphant expeftation over your p|ize j^ , 
how frequently does it elude your grafp I 
Wliat language is more common in the 
mouths of men bufied in fuch purfuits than, 
that of diifappointment? How often do you 
hear tl]iem complaining that they have 
failed in their defigns ! How often, when 
they keep filence, do their looks befpeak a 
complaining heart ! How many men, eager 
to heap up wealth, have found themfelves, 
after years of toil, fcarcely richer than when 
they fet out in life! Their lands have 
proved unproduftive ; or their crops have 
been blighted ; or they have been ruined 
by bad debts j or their veffels have been 
ibip wrecked j or their cuftomers have been 

T 4 , drawn 
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drawn ^way by rivals ; or friends on whole 
recommendatioii and afliftance they de^ 
pended, have deceived them. How many, 
in the higher ranks of fociety,feverifli with 
unceafing thirft for pre-eminence, have con- 
tinually been excluded and dppreffed by 
more fqrtunate competitors ! How often is 
the man who pants for reputation ftunned 
with cenfure and contempt, when he fan- 
cies himfelf fecure of fame ! Look to any 
other earthly purfuit 5 and you behold the 
fame croffes, the fame uncertainty. You 
are taught by a crowd of examples how 
frequently the race is not to the fwift 5 nor 
the battle to the ftrong ; nor the prize of 
ability to the ikilful ; nor the reward of in- 
duftry to the perfevering. But is the man 
who yields his heart to religion thus, ex-r 
pofed to difappointment ? Does he labour 
and perfevere in the path which he has 
chofen, and fail of his recoftipenfe ? His 
recompenfe is fure. The children of this 
world may fucceed in their purfuits. The 
religious man muft fucceed in his. The 
. favour of his heavenly Father, the atone- 
ment of his Redeemer, the fanftification 
of the Holy Ghoft the Comforter, are fe- 
cured to him by the unchangeable promife 
of God. Omnipotence is pledged to up- 
hold 
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hold him; infinite wifdom to guide himj 
eternal love to blefs him. His inheritance 
Is beyond the reach of accident and vi- 
ciffitude. When Chrift, who i^ his life, 
(hall appear ; then fhall he ^Ifo appear mth 
Chrift in glory, 

IL Wifdom fets its affe6llons upon^hofe 
things which are in their own nature the 
moft excellent. 

Has religion this mark of wifdom ? Let 
it for the prefent be fupppfed that both the 
advantages which are enfured to the fer- 
vants of God, and thofe which the world 
holds out to its followers, are valuable. 
Which of the two are in their own nature 
the more defirable ? Let it be afTumed, th^t 
you have the power of attaining riches and 
honours, andfenfual pleafures, to the largeft 
extent of your wifhes. Are thefe attain- 
ments, or religion, beft entitled by inherent 
excellence to the pofleffion of your heart ? 
God has formed you with a reafonable foul. 
Is it wife to prefer to the holy exercife of 
your underftanding thofe indulgences and 
employments, which termii;iate in the body? 
God has created you capable of loving and 
pbeying him. Is it wife to prefer your 
pwh inclinations, or the examples of others, 

to 
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to his fevour, to his fervicc ? You cannot 
love two oppofite mailers. Tou cannot 
ferve God and mammon, ^he friendjhip of 
the world is enmity with God. Whofoever 
will be a friend of the world is the enemy of 
,God{a). To devote your heart to God 
and alfo to the world is impoffible. Which 
Ma£^ is the more worthy ? Which fervice 
is the more honourable ? I'key that are 
after the Jlejh mind the things of the fejh t 
ti^ that are after the spirit mind the things 
€f the Spirit. The works of theflejh are ma-* 
nifeft: adultery ^fornication^ uncle annefsylaf^ 
dvioufnefsy idolatry^ witchcraft ^ hatred^ v/a-* 
fiance^ epiulations^ wrath ^ firife^ f editions ^ 
berefeSy envyingSy murders^ drunkennefi^ re^ 
vellin^Sy walicCy blafl>bemyy flthy communica^ 
tion (3). Is it needful to lengthen the ca- 
^loguei ne fruits of the Spirit are hve^ 
jpy, peace, kngfuffering, gentlenefi, goodnefs^ 
faitby meeknefiy pe^np^rancCy righteoufnefsy 
truths Jbowels ofmerdeSy kindntfsy humilenefs 
§fmnd. Whatfoei^er things are true, what-^ 
Joever things are honefi, wbatfiever thingi 
are ju^, whatfoever things are pure, what^ 
Jkever things are lovely y whatfoever things are 
^ good report 5 Religion bids you think on 

(#) Luke, xvK 13. James* iv| 4. (^} Rom» viii. 5* 
GaKv. 19— »ai. Col. in. 8. 
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ibefe tilings {c). Is not this to approve tbir^gs 
which are excellent (d) ? Is not this to ma« 
nifeft wifdom ? 

• III. Wifdom choofes for its portion thofe 
acquiiitions, which in the pofTeflion are zc^ 
companied with the higbefl: delight. Some* 
times it is under the neoedity of making a 
choice between objefls which afford delight 
at prefent, ^nd thofe which promife delight 
at a future time. Under thefe circum- 
ilancef , if the diftant good be far fuperioc to 
that which is at hand; wifHom contentedly 
refigns her profpefls of the benefit which is 
neai' for the fake of the greater benefit 
which is remote. But if any method fliould 
be difcoverable, by which both the prefent 
and the future advantage may be iecured ; 
wifdom difplays her diicemment by adopt-^ 
ing that line of conduft. 

How then ftands the cafe with refpeft 
to religion ? Confider the point firft with 
r^rd to prefent fatisfa6lion. Does the 
religious man, or the wicked man, receive 
truer enjoyment from the common bleflings 
of this world ? The religious man affirms 
tfcat he himfelf receives the truer enjoyment 

(#) Gal* v» Z29 t$. Eph* T. 9» CoL iii. 12. Phijipp. 
i v» S* {Ji Philipp • i 1 1 o. 

fropa 
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from them. This affertion the wicked man 
d«iies 5 and ftrenuoufly contends that the 
balance of pleafure is decidedly on his fide* 
Which of the two is the proper judge ? 
Certainly not the wicked man. For he 
knows nothing of thofe attendant circum- 
ftances, which in the mind of the religious 
double the relifh of the moft ordinary gra- 
ti^gatbn. He has had no experience of 
that heartfelt gratitude and love to the alU 
bounteous donor, which enhance the value 
of the fowUeft gift. He has no fenle of 
that tranquillity pf confcience, that joy of 
the foul, that peace of God which paffeth 
all underftanding 5 by whofe cheering in- 
fluence the heart of the righteous is pre- 
pared to reap from circumftances, whence 
others could fcarcely extraft an atom of 
pleafure, a continual feafl: of delight. At 
any rate the wicked man, whatever he Vnay . 
know of the pleafures of the world, knows 
nothing of the delights of religion. How 
can he tlien be qualified to. compare the 
one clafs of gratifications with the other ? 
How • can he decide a queftion, of which 
he underftands but a part? Now the reli- 
gious man not only enjoys the comforts 
peculiar to righteoufhefs j but he fhares ii^ 
common with the wicked every earthly 

If good/ 
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good. He poffeffes both : he can compare 
them together : he can with certainty pro- 
nounce on their prefent relative value- 
Perhaps you reply, that there are various 
worldly pleafures from which the man of 
religion thinks it right to abftain, and others 
of which he takes not fuch ample draughts 
as his rival : that confequently the fiffna" 
muft, in thefe refpefts, have the greater en- 
joyment at prefent : and that the religious 
man is evidently difqualified from judging 
of the worth of pleafures which he has 
iiever tried. Take then a judge whom you 
will confefs to be competent and impartiai* 
Refer the queftion to a man, who, after 
having long run the career of fin, aid 
plunged without reftraint into worldly pur- 
fmts and fenfual indulgences, has providen- 
tially been led to devote himfelf to religion, . 
and has perfevcred during a period of years 
in his Chriftian courfe. Here is a man 
who can fpeak from experience. Here is 
a man who has put to the proof the prc-^ 
fent fatisfaftions both of a righteous and of 
an unrighteous life. What is his determin- 
ation ? Alk him whether he now enjoys 
bappinefe greater or lefs than that which 
he poffefled heretofore. He will tell you 
that the two cafes admit not of comparifon. 

He 
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He will tell you that you direft him to 
contrail the puddle with the fountain j the 
dufkinefs of. twilight with the blaze of 
noon. He will tell you that, until he was 
brought into the paths of righteoufnefs, he 
never knew happinefs. He will tell you 
that, while he toiled in the fervice of fin 
he was acquainted with noify merriment, 
frantic riot, licentious diilipation : but was 
ignorant of pure and genuine fatisfadtion^ 
He will tell you that in the midft of laugh- 
ter he found his heart Ibrrowful ; and the 
end of that mirth heavinefs. He will tell 
you that wine is a mocker^ andjirong drink 
is raging; and that wbofoewr is deceived 
thereby is not wife. He will tell you that 
they who live in worldly pleafure are dead 
while they live : that when he /aid unto bis 
hearty ^^ Enjoy pleafure y' behold this alfo was 
vanity. He will tell you that finful gratifi- 
cation leaves a fting behind ; a fting loaded 
with fecret venom, poifoning the fources 
of happinefs.. What will be his reprefent- 
ation of his prefent ftate ? He will defcribe 
himfelf. as a witnefs to the truth of the 
fcriptural declarations, that happy is he 
who keepcth the law of his Creator : that 
Qodlinefs has the promife even of the life 
which now is^ *' Now," he will exclaim^ 

*^ I know 
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^ I know what it is to live. Now I know 
•• that what I fonnerly accounted jpleafure, 
^^ was labour and emptinefs and vexation* 
** Now know I the value of thofe calm and 
" fure delights of religion, which once, be*- 
^* caufe I knew them not, I defpifed* Now 
^* know I that in the common bufinefs and 
" common comforts of life the righteous 
" man receives ampler gratification than 
** the fervant of fin derives from unbounded 
** indulgence." 

So ftands the comparifon, if comparifon 
it is to be termed, as to the prefent lifa 
With refpeft to the life to come, coin- 
parifon cannot be mentioned. Whether 
the bleffednefs of heaven or the pains of 
hell be preferable; whether it be wifdom 
to choofe the future rewards of religion 
or the fiitme puniftiments of guilt ; thefc 
arc queftions which require not an anfwen 
Even if there were no hell in refei*ve for 
the ungodly 5 and if admiffion into heaven 
could not be obtained but by a life of an- 
guifh from the cradle to the grave : wif^ 
dom Would tell you that fo glorious an in-^ 
heritance it would be a privilege to pur- 
chafe at fo low a price. 

IV. Wifdom 
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IV. Wifdom occupies itfelf in the pur« 
fait of efficient remedies for evils actual or 
probable. 

Is this pofitioa defcriptivc of religion ? 
Evils are temporal, or fpiritual. Compare 
as to evils of each clafs the advantages of 
the righteous and of the unrighteous^ Be 
it admitted that in the cafe of poverty, and 
of every grievance which money can re* 
move or palliate, the irreligious have in re- 
ferve means of cure or of alleviation from 
which the fervant of Chrift is interdifted, 
Yoti will not, I prefume, contend that m 
thefe refpefls the wicked man proves him- 
felf poffeffed of a preponderance of hap-^ 
pinefs, becaufe without fcruple he refoits^ 
to paths which lead to the pillory or the 
gallows. Under the lofs of healthy or of 
friendSj or of relatives, no comfort pecu- 
liar to the wicked can be fpecified. But 
under poverty and every other affliftioft 
which experience or imagination can por- 
tray, the man of religion is not only com- 
petent, equally with the wicked, to have 
recourfe to every upright method, in other 
words, to every method truly defirable, of 
attmning all the affiftance which earth can 
fupply ; but is fuftained by fupports and 

con- 
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tondslsLtions excluiively his own. Genuine 
Ifmpathy delights to footh him 5 aftivip 
compafCon^ and unbought Icmdneid, to he^ 
frknd him. Thofe who «are gjone before 
he hopes again to meet 5 hopes to meet in 
happnefs ^ hopa to meet in happinefs nc« 
diminifhed, perhaps enlarged, by the in- 
ftrumentaiity«f his intiprcourfe during thf k 
pilgrimage below. From religion U^e pious 
fufFerer learns not merely to endure, but 
to be thankful and to rejoice. In tribula-^ 
jtion he recognizes npedful and merciful 
chaftifement. He beholds the hand of his 
Father: he treads in the footfteps of hiis 
^Redeemer. But let us no Liyiger dwell pii 
outward trials. Advert to Ipiritual evik 1 
the only evils which in the eftimaticm of 
the religious man merit the nartie. Advert 
to the dominion of radical corruption; the 
;<:urfe of the broken law; the malignity and 
wiles of principalities and powers of dai^- 
nefs. Behold religion rejoicing in the 
purfuit of remedies obvious, effeftual, all- 
fufikient. Behold her in complete and 
. indefeafible po0e0ion of her reniedies« Be* 
hold her oppofing to radical corruptMa the 
influence of grace ; to the curfe of the l^w, 
the blood of ^ crofe t to the prince of 
^rknefs, the |^mnipotence q£ Chrift. To 
VOL. II. V ^ fpiritu^ 
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rpiritual evils what has the wicked man to 
ioppofe? Nothing: abfolutely nothing. Her 
ftands forlorn ajid naked in the conflifti 
without (l|ield of dart, without fhelter, with- 
out refuge. Will you plead that, being 
'ignorant of his ftatc, and free from parigsof 
confcience, he lofes not in point of prefent 
happinefs? The avtrred fafts are untrue. 
He is far from total ignorance : and farther 
from uninterrupted tranquillity of con- 
' fcience. Many a beam oflightflaflies terror 
oi his mind : many a pang of conviftion 
ftrikes a dagger through his heart. But 
fuppofe his ignorance total ; his fearleflhefe 
imbroken* ff ignorant in this land he is 
ignoraht wilfully and therefore criminally. 
If his confcience is paft feeling, it is becaufe 
he has feared it himfelf. \io you place 
under the head either of happinefs or of 
wifdom, that overpowering torpor of the 
Ibul, which is upheld by criminal ignorance, 
ox reigns as the concomitant of obduracy ? 

V. Wifdom fixes her attention on thofe 
' defirableobjefts, which, other circumftances 
being equal, are the mbft durable. 

Is this charafteiiftic of wifdom to be 
found in Religion ? Hpwiong do the plea- 
furcs of fm continue ? .Certfinly not longer 

. 6 -^ • ~ thaa' 
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than life. But do they commonly laft fo 
long? In many an inftance, while they 'are 
ftill attainable, the relifli for them is de- 
ftroyed by fatiety. Then how frequently 
are they banifhed by viciflitudes of fortune ! 
Riches make themfehes wings and fy aiway. 
Anxiety puflies into the place of Amufe- 
ment.' Diftrefs occupies the ftation of de- 
light. Neceffity fuperfedes indulgence. But 
let the current of profperity remain full. 
The tide of youth and ftrength cannot be 
'fuftained. Old age advances with unin- 
terrupted pace. Then come gray ^lairs 
and trembling limbs, and painful days and 
wakeful nights. Where are now the plca^ 
fures of the wicked ? What is the fatisfac- 
tion now to be extracted from honour, or 
from wealth, or from power, or from the 
friendfhip of the world ? What is become 
of all the vanities of life ? It is not that 

^ their fervant is fhortly to leave them. It it 
that they have deferted their fervant. Th^y 

'^ have left him a prey to bitter recolledlion, to 
fruitlefs wifhes, to difappointment without 
remedy, and without hope. Like the plun- 
dered Ephraimite, the wretched votary 
looks around in vain for his idols. He 
had fet his heart on (hadows which cannot 

•profit ; and is raiferable becaufe they are 

u g^ gone. 
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(gofie. How fares in the mean time the 
man of religion ? His treafures are not 
. ftibjeft to decay. The lofs of worldly goq^d 
ihanifefts tbe unalterable value of the por- 
'tion which he has chofen. Stripped of 
cartltljr poflTeffiobs, it is then. that he ^- 
pears truly rich, Encompafled with tri- 
bulation^ it is then that he difplays inherent 
happinefs. In penury, in iidbiefs, in afflic- 
tion, he proves that he retains tliat whicjh 
IS more valuable, that which in the mo« 
mtxA of trial be feds to be more valuable^ 
tbqfl all that the world can give; that 
m^rhicb is not, like the gifts of the world, 
-pebfhabl?; that which the world is equally 
-Unable to giv€ and to take away* But let 
it be fuppoied that the wicked man graips 
his ^W things^ 1^ they what they may, 
. until death. The Aghteous man, travelling 
fay his . fide, tnjoys lus delights unto the 
t fame period. So far, as to duration, the 
fervant of God is not under any difadvan- 
tage/ But from the inftant of death how 
: ftands the comparifon ? That inftant which 
for ever extinguiflies the pleafures of the^ 
wicked, feies the happinefs of the righteous 
only in its commencement. Before the 
righteous eternity fpreads abroad its ira- 
meafurable and inconceivable extent ; and 

ij iheyw 



fliews him that extent filled with WdTed* 
nfiis, filled with bleCedneis iox him. lie 
xan die no more ; for he is become &ke 
unto the angels : axid is of the childrenr of 
God^ being of the children of the refurrec* 
tiom He looks forward, let it not be faid 
with hope, for hope is fwallowcd : up in 
certainty ; he looks forward with affUranoe 
incapable of difappointment or dtm[isution 
to unutterable and progreflive blifs, in the 
prcfcnce of Chrift, before the throne of Godj 
throughout ages beyond ages, for evermprci 
world without end. O wonders of redeem^ 
ing love! O unfearchable riches dFthe Lord 

|efu#! V 4 ' 

Religion then, we may afiirm,^ purfacs; 
like wifdom, obje6ls the attainment of which 
may be fecured : like wifdom, &ts- her af-* 
fedions upon thofe things which in theii 
nature are the moft excellent : like wiidom^ 
choofes for her portion thofe acquifitions, 
which in the poffeflion are accompanied 
with the higheft delight ; like wifdom, di- 
ligently feeks aftef effeftual remedies for 
evils, aftual or probable ) like wifdom^ 
fixes her eye ftedfaftly on that .happinefs 
which is, in the fuUeft fenfe of the tenh, 
durable. Is not this to fay that wifdom 
and religion are the fame ? Is not this to 
pronounce that religion is the perfection 

U3 of 
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of.wifdom? Is not this to affirm that 
wickednefs is folly ; the extreme and the 
confummation of folly j that it is folly fo 
extravagant and enormous, that every 
other example or kind of foolifhnefs de- 
ferves, when compared with fin, to be de- 
nominated wifdom ? Are not your thoughts 
now ready to break forth in the language 
of Hgly Writ : The fear of the Lord^ that 
is wifdom : and to depart from evil is un-^ 
derjianding : It is the fool that mdketb a mock 
at fin : tbefooly O Lord^ Jhall not ftand in 
thy fight {e) ? Is this the language of your 
hcacts ? S^e then that ye wali circumfpeSily j 
not as fools ^ but as wife {f). You taiow 
• the fountain of wifdom. Chrift is not only 
the power of God, but the wifdom of God : 
and of God he is made unto us wifdom no 
lefs than righteoufnefs and ianftification 
and rederpption {g). How is wifdom to 
be obtained ? If any of you lack wifdom^ let 
him afk of God ^ who give tb unto all men 
liberally, and upbraideth not j and it floall be 
given him\h). How will God beftow the 
gift ? By the infpiration of his Spirit, the 
Spirit of Chrifiy the Spirit of wifdom. What 
is the defcription which the Spirit of wif- 
dom has delivered of wifcjom : not of the 

{g) prov. ix. 10. XIV. 9. Job, xxvlii. 28. V£. v. 5. 

(/) Eph. V. 15. (g) 1 Cor i. 24. 50. [b) James, i. ^ 
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wifdom of this world, which is foolifhneli . 
with God 5 but of the wifdom which 
Cometh fron|^ above ? ite wifdom that ^s 
fffiim above tsjirji pure : then peaceable^ gen» 
tle^ and eafy to be entreated \ full of mercy 
and good fruits \ without partiality^ at^d 
without hypocrify (/). It is pure : it is holy 
and undefiied ; it leads the heart to devot? 
itfelftoGod; it infpires abhorrence everj , 
of tMI appearance of evil. It is peape-f 
able : it ftudies thofe things which make for 
peace^ and things whereby one may edify 
another. It is gentle: it is av^rfe either 
to give or to take offence ^ it deals no un- 
inerited cenfure ; it vents r\o harfh la^^ 
guage ; it abounds in humility, meeknefs, 
forbearance, and charity. It is cafy to be 
entreated : it lends a willing ear to lenient 
counfel: it cheerfully forgives a brother 

even until feventy times feven. It is fiiu 
'of mercy: it is a6lively and invariably 
tender, compaffionat^, and kind; breathing 
love for all men, and feelfing the welfare 
of all men. It is full of good fruits : it 
honours not God with the lips only: it 
lays not to the naked and hungry. Depart^ 
be ye warmed and filled 'y and yet gives them 
npt tbofe things which are needful *, but- it 

(i) JamcBf lii. J 7. 
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jjTovcs its faith by righteous obedience j 

; fhcwsitfelf by it? works in a good life and 

/ COhverfation. It is without*partialtty ; it 

3raws no needles or unwarrantable diftiritc^i 

tions between man and man; it renders 

^ ^<3[ual juftice to all, and diftributes kindnefs 

in proportion to the united claims^ of ne-^ 

ceffity and defert. It is without hypoctifyr 

it aJETumes no delufive exterior ; it is a fted^ 

fait obferv.er of truth j it will fubmit tof 

any lofs, any fcom, rather than efcape thenk 

By having recourfe to the crooked manage -. 

ment whidh is the policy and the pride of 

I the children of this world. Such are the 

\ diarafters by which the Holy Ghoft hai 

* diftinguiftied heavenly wifdom ; that wil^ 

^ dom which comes down from heaven j 

fhat wifdom which points to heaven';' 

Ijhat wifdom which makes wife unto fal* 

nation through faith in Chrift Jefus ; that 

viifdom for want of which the fool dieth 

even death eternal. Have you this wif^ 

dom ? If you have it not, you have no* 

thing. Had you all the abilities, all the 

learning, all the riches, all the grandeur^^ 

which mortality can attain, and had not 

this wifdom; you would have nothing, 

Wifdom^ faith our Lord, is jujtifiedvf bep- 

(bildren. Are yoij the children of wifdom ? 

Dq 
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JDo you prize her above all things ? Do you 
walk by her rules ? f)o you fhew forth her 
fruits ? Do you labour for her rewards ? , 
Do you maintain her caufe ? Do yow in^- ; 
vite others to her leflbns^ ? Give me under^ \ 
jianding^ exclaims David, and I Jhallkeep \ 
thy law ; yea^ I Jfjall obferve it with my 
whole heart. ' Under whatever pconts of 
view you coniider the fubjcft, the refulf » 
uniforrnrly this : that to fear God and to keep 
bis commandments is ^the whole wifdom as 
well as the whole duty of man. Let Ais^ 
labout then, my brethren, by fervent fup** 
plication, to draw down upon ourfelves liiac^ 
bleffing from above. Let us be^ech the 
only wife God to renew a right fpirit 
within us, that we tnay forfake the foolifh 
and lives that we may go in the ways of 
underftanding, and find it a weli-fpring of 
life. While we perceive that wifdom and 
true religion are the fame, let us pray that 
He may grant us underftanding to diicem 
thatamong thoufands of profelied Chriftiani 
there is a religion which, whatever fair ap- 
pearances it may aflume, is not wiid(mi, but 
folly : a religion of form, and decorum ; a 
Religion of felf-juftifying morality; areli**- 
gion of the head, not of the heart. Let us 
intreat him to teach us fo to number our 

days^ 
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days^ that we may applj our hearts unio ivif-' 
dom \ to enforce upon us not only the inex- 
preflible importance of working out our 
falvation through the grace of his Son 
Jefus, but the fhortnefs of the timerduring 
which we have to work. May He inftruft 
ms habitually to bear in mind how fpeedily 
the longeft life will have pa fled away : and 
ho# uncertain it is, not merely whether- 
we fhall be preferved unto length of days, 
but whether another year,*^ another month, 
or even another hour, may not have ended 
our cxiftence tipon earth. May He caufc 
us to be roufed to ferious and deep reflec* 
tion by the frequent examples which He 
difplays of the precarioufiiefs of life. May. 
Hop' caufe thofe who are in the vigour of 
health ever to remember that ftrength rears 
not even a momentary bulwark againft 
death : and thofe wllo are of a feeble 
frame, daily to confidcr how flight a bgp- 
jier is interpofed between them and diflb- 
iution. O that min were wife y that they 
underfiood this-, that they would eonjider their 
latter end! 
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SERMON XV, 



Folly illuftrated by the Charafter of SauL 



X Sam. xiii. 13. 

And. Samuel faid to Sauhy " Tl)ou haft done 
^^! f9^^i/^b r thou haft not kept the com-^ 
*^ tnandment of the Lord'* 



t^HEN thfc.children of Ifrael, diffatif- 
y, ,. fied with their fituation under the 
immediate fovefeignty of the Moft High, 
jperlifted in requiring to be governed, like 
the neighbouring natipns, by aking; Saul, a 
young man of the tribe of Benjamin, was the 
perfon whom God placed! lipori the throne* 
We perhaps, had we poffefled no ulterior 
information, might have been difpofed to 
expeft that, when the Searcher of hcartjf 
caft his eye over the twelve tribes in queO: 
of a man whom he might appoint to be 
ruler over his people; He would fekft 

one. 
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cftic confpicuous for piety, and pfcparfedf 
by ftedfaft faith to meet the trials with 
which his exaltation would be attended^ 
Yet why fhotrld we have expeOred fuch a 
choice ? Is it the eftabliflied order of Pro- 
vidence that piety fliould be recompenfed 
by elevation to dignity and power? Are 
the rulers of the earth, whether in Pagan 
or m Chriftian lands, whether God raifes 
them, to empire by the fettled courfe of 
fucceffion, or by the ^rms of warfare and 
revolutions, ufually eminent for religion 
beyc^d the raafs of their fubje6l& ? Was 
it to be prefumed that when He gdve to 
his people a king in His anger (^), in His 
aiger at their rebellions rejeftion of His 
own regal fway, the individual fingledout 
JhouI4 be one whofe excellence might lull 
them into forgetfulnefs of their crime; 
rather than one who through mifcondu6t 
flowing from wilful perverfenefs of eharac- 
tcr might be the inftrument of convincing 
them of their guilt, and of the worth 
of the pre-eminent dftin6lion and peculiar 
iiappinefs which they had renounced ? The 
thoughts of the Moll High are not as our 
thoughts. He knows by what governor, 

(4) Hofca>xuL II, 
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yi any paxticular ntdon and fit any partkii^ 
lar time, His own fecret and righteous |^iaw 
jH)&9» whether of mea-cyor of vengeano^ 
win be moil efiicacioufly proradtcd^ He 
knew what king was. moft fitting, for the 
Ifraelites: and that king he gave to them* . 
.. I puipofe to lay before you tlie leading 
tircunrftancw in.the condiibft of Saul t and 
^terwards to diaduc^, for your edification^ 
iomewaf the itifereflfccb which they fuggef):^: 

I, In .the ^arly behaviour of Saut, after 
tjae pctiod whm he is imroduced in. the 
Scriptures to our notice, there is muc^ to 
^repoflefe w in his f avour (iv) . WJien kt 
is addt^fied by Samuel as the per(^ on 
wiiom the defire of lirael ihould ipeedUy 
be firxed ', bis teply bears ftrong indicatiosiK 
of modefty. The lame modefly is after- 
WMrds: difplayed, when he hides himi^f 
amca^ the furniture of the timts from tbfi 
<l&)i€e and admiration of th^people* When, 
by the cafti^iig of the lots before God, his 
appointment to the throne has been aia?- 
4iounced^o theaiTembl^ tribes of Ifrael^ 
vhe-unoftentatioufly returns to his fathcrts 
hpu&, and di£lains not to occupy himfelf 
as heretoi^re in the {uperintendeoceof the 

(ir) t Sinn. hfULfti. . 
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flocks aiid herds. When the children ef 
Belialy wicked and rebellious men, con* 
temptuoufly diemand; How jhall this man 
fave us ? and defpife him and offer to him , 
no prefents, no teftimoiiies of the refpefl 
due to the chief of the nation, the delegate 
of Heaven : he fuftains tlie infult with pa- 
tience : he holds bis peace. When the reft 
of the people, warmed in their attachment 
to their new monarch by his viftory over 
the Ammonites, exclaim. Who is he that 
faidy Shall Saul reign over us? Bring the 
meny that we may put them to death : he ftrc^ 
nuoufly interpofes^to fave the offenders j and 
interpofes, apparently, from motives of re- 
verence and gratitude to God. There Jhall 
not a man be put to death this day: for to-'day 
the Lord hath wrought falvati on in Ifrael. 

The fruit, however, correfponds little 
with the blofTom. The impreflions pro- 
duced by early fymptoms in Saul of mode- 
ration and of refpeft for his fovereign Be- 
nefaftor are fpon to be effaced. The hour 
of ferious trial comes on. A vaft army of 
Philiflines invades the land. ' The inha-- 
.bitants conceal themfelves from the enettiy 
in caves, in thickets, and among thetocks. 
Saul with difficulty aflTembles a fcanty bocfy 
of troops almoft deftitute .of weapons of 

war.. 
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war. He has been direded not to marck 
towards the invaders until a folemn facri- 
fice' unto God (hall have been celebrated ia 
the camp by Samuel, who has previoufly 
fixed feven days as the period within which 
hefhallmrrive(^). For the purpofc, as .we 
may conclude, of exercifing and putting to 
.proof the faith of ^aul, the approach of 
Samuel is delayed. The feventh day is 
paft ; and Samuel appears not. The fol- 
diers of Saul, weary and difpirited, mdit 
away. What meafures fhall the king 
iadopt ? Shall he liften to the voice ci 
duty, which commands him to wait with 
patience for the arrival of Samuel to whom 
1%, belongs to offer the facrifice ; and in 
pious confidence to leave the event to God? 
Or (hall he liften to political expediency, 
which tells, him that he has tarried jroen 
*days^ according to the fet time that Samuel 
appointed {c) : that the abfence of the pro- 
,phet beyond the appointed time will be a 
fuffkient apology, though he fliould per- 
form the facrifice himfelf: and counfels 
him to perform it immediately, left the 
forces which yet remain ihould defeit 
Ilim? Saul, impatient and weak in faith, 

{i) See ch. Xt 7, d« (0 Ch. £n. 8. ^ 
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ihatcheslat the feetsiing advantage of the 
moment : and (kcinks riot from purchafing 
it at the price of difobedience. He calls^ 
for bumt-<^erings and peace-offerings. 
Scarcely has he made an end of offering 
die bumtiofFering, when Samuel- arrives* 
"Saul endeavours partly to extenuate, partly 
to vindicate his condu^ ; pleads the critical ^ 
emergency j and talks of having reluftantly 
forced himiielf to undertake the facrifice. 
The prophet at once cuts off all excufes by 
a declaration, to the truth of which the 
ttiderftanding and the confcience of the 
king hear witnefs : Thou haji done fooUJhly : 
fbou bafi mf kept the commandment of the 
Jaord thy Gody which he commanded thee. 
And he proceeds to inform the difobedient 
.monarch, that had he been faithful under 
this trial ^of patience and humility) his king- 
dom flioukl have been for ever eftablifhed 
ty the Moft High : but that now the Lord 
has fought out a man after his own heart, 
and ordained him to be captain over his 
people, becaufe thouy O Saul, ha^ not kept 
that whkb the Lord commanded thee. Thm 
^haji done foolijbly : thou ha]i not kept the com>^ 
mandment of the Lord thy God. 

In the next memorable circumftance in 
the conduct of Saul, the folly of fin is 

exemplified 
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txemplified by an inftance of extreme rafh-^ 
nefs and violence. God, by a miraculous 
mterpofition of his power overthrows be- 
fore Jonathan the hoft of the Philiftines^ 
Saul, breathing vengeance againft them, 
and apprehenfive that, if the Ifraelites fhall 
paufe to take the fmalleft refrefhment, an 
additional number may efcape, Jiraigbtly 
charges the people with an oathy Curfed be the 
man that eateth any food until evening y that 
I may be avenged on mine enemies. What 
are the confequences of fliis adjuration^ 
in the firft place the Ifraelites are difbreffed 
with extreme faintnefs through want of 
fuftenance :. and the flaughter of the Phi- 
liftines proves far lefs extenfive than it 
might have been, had their purfuers been 
allowed to refrelh themfelves, although in 
the moft hafty manner, with the honey^ 
which they found in great abundance in 
a wood through which they paffed. lii 
the next place, Saul brings a curfe upon 
the head of his own fon. Jonathan, not 
having been prefent when his father bomid 
all the people under a penal denunciation 
to abftain during the whole of the day from 
food; eats a fmall quantity df honey in the 
wood. The duty of habitual circumfpec- 
tion and the exceeding fnfulnefs of Jin^ are 
not feldom indicated in Holy Writ by the 
VOL. II* X temporal 
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temporal confequences annexed even to 
fins of inadvertence. So facred in it5 
obligation is an oath, or an equivalent 
adjuration, promulgated lawfully, however 
rafhly, by the fovereign authority 5 that the 
breach of it by Jonathan, thbugh arifing 
not from wilful difregard, but from unfuf- 
picious ignorance, entails upon the people 
marks of the divine difpleafure. The Su- 
preme Being, when Saul alks counfel of 
Him whether the purfuit of the Philiftines 
fhall be continued, returns not an anfwer. 
The king is inftantly aware that the ab- 
ftinence which he enjoined under a curfc 
on the whole army, has not been ob- 
ferved : and pronounces that the offender, 
even if that offender be his own fon Jona- 
than, has forfeited his life. After public 
fupplication to God, the lot is daft for the 
difcovery of the tranfgreffor. It falls on 
Jonathan. His father condemns him to 
death : God do fo^ and more alfo : for thou 
Jhalt furely die^ Jonathan. The people,, 
however, will not endure the execution of 
the fentence. Jonathan led them on to the 
victory which has juft been achieved. 
Shall Jonathan' die ^ they exclaim, who has 
wrought this great falvation in Ifrae\ ? As the 
Lord livethy there jhall not one hair of his 
head fall to the ground : for he hath wrought 

? with 
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with God this day. So they reftue hifti, 
that he dies not. Let it be obferved that 
the guilt of Saul, with refpeft to this 
franfaftion, is not confined to the blind 
fury which impelled him to pronounce 
the curfe on the people. If the crime of 
Jonathan was one which the king had au- 
thority to pardon; why was he fo obfti- 
nately barbarous as to condemn his fon? 
But if, in his apprehenfion, divine juftice 
indifpenfably required the life of the of- 
fender : why did not Saul at all perfonal 
hazards adopt fuitable meafures afterwards 
fof carrying the irrevocable fentence inta 
cfFeft? 

Though Saul by his difobedience rc^ 
fpefting the facrifice has incurred the for- 
feiture of the kingdom; yet God, ever 
merciful and long-fufFering, forbears to 
commiflion Samuel to anoint a fucceflbr to 
the throne: and is willing to grant to the 
unworthy prince an opportunity of rein- 
ftating himfelf in the divine favour. When 
the children of Ifrael were coming up from 
Egypt, the Amalekites, though defcended 
from Efau the brother of Jacobs laid wait 
to deftroy them in their march. In con- 
fequence of this unprovoked and unnatural 
hoftility, the Lord God, after difcomfiting 
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the Amalekites before his people, as \kt 
e^ent is recorded in the feventeenth chapter 
qF Exodus, iffues the following injunftion 
ta Mofes : Write this for a memorial in a 
booky and rehear fe it in the ears ofyojhua j 
I mill utterly put out the remembrance of 
Am^lek from under heaven^ The Lord hath 
fuDorny that the Lord will hofue war with 
Amalek from generation to generation. Iii 
the tvytnty-fourth chapter of Numbers, God 
repeats by the mouth of Balaam his de- 
termined purpofe : Amalek was the firji of 
the tuitions : but his latter end fhall be^ that 
he perijh forever. In the twenty-fifth 
chapter of th(J book of Deuteronomy, 
Ood delivers this exprefs command to 
ift^l \, Remember what Amalek did . unt^ 
thee by the way^ when ye were come forth 
qt^ (f Egypt : how he met thee by the wayy, 
Hn4 fmote the hindmofi of thee y even all that 
ij^ere feeble behind thee ^ when thou wafi faint 
and weary: and he feared not God. T^here^ 
fore it 'fhall be^ when the Lord thy God hath 
given thee reft from all thine enemies rounds 
about in the land which the Lord thy God 
giveth thee for an inheritance to pojfefs if*, 
that thou /halt blot out the remembrance of 
Amalek from unde^r heaven. Samuel, by, 
the direftion of the Moft^ High^ now com- 

14 mands 
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mands Saul to execute the long predifted 
vengeance^ Having folemnly reminded 
hitti of his uniyerfal obligation to hearken 
to the voice of the Ldird, who had exalted 
hira from obfcurity to the thwntej thi 
projAet in the name of Jehovah declares, 
that the original crime of Amalek was 
prefent in the divine remembrance; and 
orders him to go ahd (mite the Jinners tbb 
i4htaiekiies^ men, wofliett, and children: 
and utterly to deftroy every thing belong^ 
ing to them, whether ox or (heep, camel 
ar afs. Saul afferables Ins armies, and ex- 
terminates the Amalekites ; with the ex- 
ception, however, of their king Agag, 
whom^ for the purpofe of exhibiting hini 
in triumph through the land of Ifrael, or 
from fome other worldly motive, he prc-^ 
fumes to referve alive^ Nor was this 
tranfgreffion the extent ofhisdifbbedience. 
Saul and the people /pared the heft of the 
Jfheep and of the oxen and of the fatlings 
and of the lambs^ and all that was good ^ and 
would not utterly deftroy them: but ^ery 
thing that was vile and refufe^ that they de^ 
ftroyed utterly. The ungrateful monarch, 
ftubborn in rebellion againft the will of 
Jjjs heavenly Benefaftor, is now. decifively 

X 3 informed 
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informed that God has rejefted him {d). 
At firft, with daring falfehood he fteadily 
avers to Samuel, that he has obeyed the 
commandment of the Lord. Then he 
' charges the difobedience upon the people. 
Then he pretends that the fhcep and oxen 
have been faved for the purpofes of facrificcv 
Driven from evafion to evafion, he can no 
longer diffemble his guilt : but is con«^ 
ftrained to confefs that he has flown upon 
the fpoil, that he has feared the people 
inftead of God, that he has obeyec} their 
voice inftead of the voice of God. The 
extreme folicitude with which, after this 
confeflion, he importunes Samuel to turn 
with him and honour him before the el-, 
ders of the people, demonftrates that the 
refpefb of men is ftill the darling obje6t of 
his. heart. To the condu6t of Saul 
throughout the whole of this tranfaftion 
can a name more appropriate than foUy 
be afcribed ? Cam any fa6l be afcertained 
more clearly than the identity of folly 
^nd fin ? 

Saul ig now an outcaft from the divine 
favour. -He is permitted to retain the 
Jcingdom during his. life : but judgement 

(r) Seealfo i Sam. xxviii. 18. 
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in its moft terrible form delays not to 
overtake him. The Spirit ^ of the Lord 
departs from him. The fupport of divine . 
grace is in a great meafurc withdrawn; 
and in a proportion precifely correfponding 
he is judicially abandoned to his natural 
depravity. In proportion too as he has 
removed himfelf from the guidance of the 
Moft High, he falls under an oppofitc 
control. From time to time an evilfpirit 
from the Lordy an evil fpirit exercifing its 
malignity under the permiffion of Almighty 
God, troubles him. You wonder not, un- 
der thefe circumftances, to behold the re- 
mainder of his days darkened with calami- 
ties and crimes. You wonder not to fee 
him purfuing year after year the life of 
David ; aiming his javelin at the heart of 
his own fon Jonathan ^ maflacring the 
priefts of the Moft ' High with their wives 
an^ children ; prying into his own deflruc- 
tion by confulting a woman with a fa- 
miliar fpirit : and clofing a long period of 
private and public mifery by an attempt at 
felf-murder ; and finally by imploring and 
receiving death from the hand of an Ama- 
kkite, a furviving fugitive of that very na- 
tion, with refpeft to which he had difobeyed 
the probationary mandate of his God. 

X 4 How 
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How ftiall the life of Saul be fummarily 
defcribed ? I have finned : I have played 
the fool: I have erred exceedingly. Whofe 
are thefc words ? The words of Saul hinu- 
felf in his latter days. Do you require 
ftronger teftimony to the identity of foUy 
and fin ? 

11. From the foregoing hiftory feveral 
important obfervations may be 4prived. 

We learn, in the firft place, not to re- 
pofe blind and premature confidence on 
fome few promifing appearances as to 
piety. Let every fyiilptom favourable to 
the fuppofition that religion is the ruling 
principle in the charafter of another be 
cordially welcomed, and judicioufly en- 
couraged. But remember the difference 
between the firft tranfaftions in the public 
life of Saul, and the general tenor of his 
fubfequent proceedings : and learn to guard 
your willing hopes from degenerating into 
fanguine credulity. Conceive not that an 
amiable dej)ortment, accompanied even 
with ftrong inftances of modefty and for- 
bearance, inftances which may originate in 
natural feeling rather than in a defire of 
pleafing God, are demonftrations that the 
heart is religious. Conceive not that ex^ 

amples 
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amples of religious confideration on fomc 
particular occafions are proofs that religion 
is firmly and durably eftablifhed in the 
bolom* Gold is not known to be genuine, 

i until it has ftood the teft of fire. The 
crop is not eftimated by the blade, but by 
the harveft. Wait until religion has for 
fome time been tried by the temptations of 
life, before you pronounce on its reijlity* 
Wait until faith has manifefted itfelf in a 
fteady courfe qf good works, before you 
affirm yourfelf certain that it is fincere; 
Wait until the man has habitually fhewn 
himfelf difpofed to facrifice intereft and 
pleafure, evil tempers and evil prafticcs, 
for the fake of Chrift, before; you decidedly 
aver him to be a lervant of Chrift. Chc- 
rifti, in judging of others, the warmth and 
the tendernefs of Chriftian charity: but 
recolleft that Chi^ftian charity requires 
not that you caft ^way caution, and dif. 
regard the inftjcuftion of . experience. 
Above all things, beware of being deluded, 
by the contemplation of fcattered tokens 
in your own conduft of love to God, into 
a confident opinion refpe6ling yourfelf, as 

^though your Chriftian charafter vvere ma- 
tured. Your trials as yet may have been 
flight. Others far more formidable *may be 
pn their way, may be at hand. Let bim that 

thinket^^ 
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thinketb he Jiandeth^ take heed lejl he fall. 
Be humble } be watchful; fliun temptation ; 
relift temptation. In the midft of your 
nioft earn eft exertions look for fuccefs 
wholly through fupplication for the grace 
which is in Chrift Jefus. ' , 

Confider in the next place the guilt of 
impatiently endeavouring to attain a pre- 
fent good by departing from the way of 
Gods commandments. The Deity would 
not aceept a burnt-offering from Saul, when 
prefented in a manner contrary to his ap-. 
pointment Eveiy thing which is not con- 
formable to his revealed will is evil. Are 
you involved in difficulty or trouble ? Are 
you perfuaded not only that you could 
extricate yourfelf, but that you could ac- 
complifh fome purpofe good in itfelf and 
highly defirable, by departing only as it 
were a hair's breadth from the divine law ? 
Do it not. To do evtl that good may come 
is declared by St. Paul to be an utterly 
imchriftian doftrine.* Look back on the 
difobedient king of ifrael. Remember that 
your Lord is putting you to trial. He is 
proving your patience, your . fubmiffion, 
your faith. What if thou feemeft to thy- 
felf to difcern a ihorter way to deliverance 
than that which He has prefcribed ? Keep 
thy foot from it. It is .the path of folly : 

it 
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it is the path of fin : it leads to deftruftion* 
Abide thou in the track of righteoulnefs* 
This is the way. Walk thou in it. Turn, 
not afide to the right hand or to the left. 
Abide thou in the track of righteoufnefs : 
wait thou the time of the Moft . High : 
and in his own time and by the tracj^of 
righteoufnefs the Mofl: High fhall guide 
thee to peace and to falvation. 

Behold, Thirdly, the guilt of rafti refolu- 
tions and vows. • In concerns of import- 
ance that which is refolved haftily, is com* 
monly refolved foolifhly. But whengver^ . 
like Saul, a perfon forms a determination, 
or fetters himfelf by an engagement, under 
the precipitate impulfe of paffion : fcldom , 
fhall a confiderable time elapfe before he 
perceives reafon for deep and lafting re- 
gret, He (hall find himfelf pledged to a 
line of condu6l which will entail upon him 
many an hour of forrow. Or he fliall dis- 
cover that his.promife cannot be carried 
into effi?6t without fin : and either fhall add 
to his offence by performing it; or by con- 
fcientioufly declining to fulfil it, (hall excite 
clamour, fufpicion, hatred, and fcorn. Or 
he fhall be tormented by doubts whether 
Jiis refolution was juftifiable or unwarrant- 
gble : and perplexed by fcruples and un- 
certainty 



3 1 6 Folly illujirafed by 

certainty as to the mcafures to be purfued. 
Would you determine wifely ? Would you 
fee the path of duty diftinftly ? Would 
you maintain peace of mind and a tran* 
quil confcience ? Refolve with deliberation. 
Ponder all your plans, fix all your pur-» 
pofts, with a cautious regard to the com- 
mandments of God : and bind not yourfelf 
to any ftep of importance, until you have 
reverently and impartially examined, ac-» 
cording to the degree of attention required 
by the nature of the cafe, and with a mind 
humbly lifted up to God, whether you are 
riot plunging into temptation or entangling 
yourfelf in tranfgreflion. 

Fourthly, mark the heinoufnefs of fear* 
ing man rather than God. What fin is 
more general? What fin is more confpi^ 
cuoufly arrayed in the attributes of folly ? 
How frequently do men knowingly de- 
viate from the line of fincerity, or partici-* 
pate in fome deed of wickednefs, left they 
ihould give offence to a perfon from whom 
they havp expe^ations. How often do 
they yield to intemperance, to extrava- 
gance, to diflipation, to fafhionable follies 
or fafhionable crimes, left they fhould be 
ridiculed by their companions, or lofe in 
the opinion of the neighbourhood, fome 

por» 
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jpprtion of modifh repute ! Dull of hearing 
to the voice of their God, with how quick 
an ear do they catch the rumour of con- 
tempt ! Purblind to the injunflions of thdif 
Savour, with how fufpicious an eye do 
they look around for the glance of derifioni 
How often do they remain filent, when 
they ought to bear their teftimony againft 
unrighteoufhefs ! How often, when reli- 
gion is fneered at or mifreprefented, do 
they fhrink through falfe Ihame andcamal 
fear from fpeaking the truth in its vindi- 
cation ! Remember the guilt of Saul : trem- 
ble to imitate it. Who art thou that art 
afraid of a man that Jhall die^ and of the 
Son of man which Jhall be made as grafs : 
and forgettejl the Lord thy Maker? Let 
the Lord be your fear ; let Him be your 
dread. Fear Him, who can caft both body 
and foul into hell. Fear Him, who has 
declared that, unlefs you confefs Him upon 
earth. He will not confefs you at the day 
of judgement. Fear Him, who has fore- 
warned you that, unlefs you are ftedfaftly 
willing to renounce and comparatively to 
hate all things for His fake ; you cannot 
be His difciple, you cannot be waihed in 
His atoning blood. 

' ^ Laftlyt 
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Laftly: Let the example of Saul admo- 
hifli you to frequent meditation on the 
confequences of difobeying God. Thou 
flialt know, like that unhappy king, tha:t 
in every refpeft thou haft done fooliftily, 
whenever thpu haft not kept the command- 
ment of the Lord. Thy worldly proje6ls 
which thou hopeft to forward by tranC- 
grefling the rule of duty, ftiall by that very 
ftep be defeated. Or if for a time they 
appear to Have been promoted by thy fin ; 
ere long thou ftialt find that they have 
been promoted to thy forrpw and con- 
fufion. In difappointment and in fuccefs 
thou fhalt equally reap thy punifhment. 
But are thefe the heavieft efFefts of obfti- 
nacy in tranfgreffions ? Prepare thyfelf for 
feverer judgements. Prepare thyfelf for 
the mofl dreadful of the tokens of divine 
indignation. Prepare thyfelf for the de- 
parture of the Holy Spirit of God. Shall 
the heart determinately harden itfelf againft 
Jehovah ; and fhall he not abandon it to it- 
felf? When che Pharifees refufed to liften to 
the Son of God; he directed his inftru6lion 
to the publicans. When his countrymen at 
Nazareth perfifted in unbelief; he no longer 
wafted his miracles upon them. When the 
Jews at Antioch rejected the preaching of 

St^ 



the CbaraSter of SauL 3^9 

St. Paul J the Apoftle turned, under the 
guidance of the Holy Ghoft, to the Gen- 
tiles. Behold in thefe examples, the efta- 
blifhed . courfe of the divine counfels. 
Grace, perfeyeringly neglc6led and abufed, . 
is withdrawn. If God fhall withdraw his 
grace from thee ; thou fhalt become, like 
Saul, the fervant of another mafter. Aa 
evil fpirit, that evil fpirit who is the author 
of fin and mifery, fhall feize thee as his 
prey. Then who (hall break thy chains ? 
Enflaved to Satan, thou flialt perform his 
pleafure here : thou fhalt fulfil his work, 
adding iniquity to iniquity : and into his 
kingdom fhall death remove thee, there 
with him to be tormented for ever and 
ever. 

My Brethren ; knowing the terror of the 
LiOrdy njoe perfuade, men. Refleft and be 
perfuaded. Grieve not the Holy Spirit of 
God. Forget not the bleflings of redemp- 
tion. Glorious as was the earthly domi- 
nion to which Saul was exalted; how 
faintly does it fhadow out the kingdom 
which the Lord of glory has purchafed 
for you! Be faithful unto deaths that He 
ipay give you the crown of life. 
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SERMON XVL 

On religious Comfort* 



Isaiah xl, i . 

Comfort ye^ comfort ye^ My people, faitb 

your God. 

TT is thus that the prophet Ifaiah an- 
nounces the Gofpel to the people of 
IfiaeL To his evangelical eye, enlightened 
by the fpirit of Jehovah, futurity becomes 
prefent. Through the obfcurity of remote 
ages he beholds the fun of righteoufiiefs 
glowing with unclouded beams. What he 
beholds he reveals. He avers to the twelve 
tribes that the word of their God ftands 
faft for ever ; that at the appointed hour^ 
however diftant, God will eftablifh the co- 
venant made with their forefathers ; that 
He will fend the proiftifed Redeemer, ^vho 
fliall feed his flock as a fhepherd, preach 

good 
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good tidings unto the meek^ bind up the 
broken-hearted, proclaim liberty to the 
captives, and comfort all that mourn. But 
the Gofpel was not to be good tidings only^ 
to the poftcrity of Jacob. Its confolatiohs 
were to extend, as Ifaiah repeatedly de- 
clares, to the Gentiles, to the utmoft comers 
of the world. In unifon with the decla- 

» 

rations pf this eminent Meflenger of God ; 
with the primeval covenant to Abraham^ 
that in his feed all the nations of the earth 
(hould be blefled ; and with the correfpond- 
ing promifes of the Moft High renewed 
from generation to generation, by fucceed- 
ing prophets ; is the voice of the Angela 
who communicates the birth of Chrift to 
the (hepherds : Behold^ I bring you good tid^ 
ings of great joy^ 'which Jhall be to allpeo^ 

fie. Confidering therefore the words of 
the text as pertaining no lefs to ourfelves 
than to the inhabitants of Judea to whom 
they were addreffed j I would endeavour^ 
under the bleffing of God, to apply them 
i:o our immediate inftru£bion. 

Comfort ye^ comfort ye^ my people^ faith 
your God. 

We have here from the lips of eternal 
truth, the affurante of a very great blefSng 
to follow from the preaching of the Golpel 5 
Comfort : and a defcription pf the perfons 
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to whom the bleffing belongs ; My feopte^ 
1 j:iixipofe in the firft place to fticw what 
tfi6 comfort is, which the Gofpel of our 
Loi:d conveys to mankind : and afterwards 
to defcribe the perfons, who are authorifed 
to take that comfort to themfeives. 

I. Whenever we fpeak of comforting, 
another, the very expreflion implies that 
he is in tribulation and diftrefs. When the 
Gofpel of Chrift is ftated as bringing com- 
fort to men 5 the ftatement itfelf proves 
that, without the gofpel of Chrift, the 
condition of men muft be wretched* If 
the Gofpel is to miniftcr effeftual comfort 
under that wretchednefs, it muft meet all 
Gur wants : it muft lay open a method of 
complete deliverance from the evils of 
€very kind under which we labour* Ex- 
amine then what is the fituation of men^ 
of every one of us, by nature : and fearch 
whether Jefus Chrift has not provided for 
us in his unbounded mercy the means of 
being refcued from all the miferies, to which 
by nature we are fubjeft. 

What is the fituation in which each of 
you finds himfelf, in confequence of that 
corrupt nature which you have brought 
into the world ? You difcover that from 
the earlieft jpcriod which you can recoUeft 

14 you 
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ybtt haVe been prone to (irU Sin fhewed 

■ ' * •' ■■'•t.i..'. 

fymptoms of its power over yoa inJjj^oui: 
infancy. As childhood advanced, fin m^ 
nifefted itfelf in. additional ftiapes. Youtl^ 
came attended with new offences. Man* 
Jiood added to* the number. You perceive 
the imagination of your heart ftill to be 
€vil continually. In word, or in thought, 
or in temper; or in conduft, you difcern 
that you are a perpetual tranfgreflbr': dif- 
regarding God, unwilling to obey Hira^ 
weary of ferving Him, diftruftful of his 
Providence, difcontented with his appoint- 
ments I injurious to your neighbour ; projie 
to be unkind, unforgiving, felfifli, en- 
vious, proud, ambitious. Nor can you 
prefume to whifper to yourfelf that, when 
you trefpafs againft heaven and before man, 
you do not know that yqu are offending : 
or that you are conftrained to offend in 
oppofition to your judgement and choice^ 
Whatever plea' may bQ alledged infpecial 
inftances of ignorance or of furprife 5 you 
in general fin againft your knowledge and 
conviftion. la dmoft every cafe of fin, 
your confcience either reproaches you at 
the time ; of would have reproached you, 
if you had riot wilfully fhut your ears, and 
denied yourfelf leifure to liften to its warn- 
ings. And when you tranfgrefs through 
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ignorance ; are you not ignorant, becaufe 
you would not labour to obtain inftru6tion ? 
Thus you find yourfelf a (inner ; a griev- 
ous finner ; a finner times without num- 
ber; a finner without excufe« Guilt, if 
you deal fairly with your own bofbm, 
ftares you in the face. Confcience ex- 
claims that you deferve punifhment : that 
a holy God abhors fin : that a jufi: God 
will avenge his broken law, and puniih 
finners as they deferve. You have finned : 
the penalty of fin will be exafted. That 
penalty you are unable to difcharge. In 
the debtor who owed ten thoufand talents, 
and poffeffed not any thing which could 
contribute towards payment, you recognife 
yourfelf. What amends can you offer to 
Odd even for the fmallefl inflance ©f fin ? 
Can you undo the paft ? Even if hence^ 
forth you could wholly abftain from tranf- 
greffion; would that abftinence be more 
than your duty ? It could not annihilate 
an atom of antecedent guilt i nor turn afidc 
a fingle flroke of the fcourge brandifhed 
over you. Is it not thus under human 
laws ? If a man perpetrates a murder ; does 
his forbearance from additional murders 
rcftore the dead man to life; or releafe 
' him from the fcntcnce of the law in-* 
curred by that which he has committed ! 

13 But 
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But you diftinftly perceive that, even if 
you could have the option of buying par- 
don for the paft by future abftinence from 
fin ; you muft defpair of the purchafc on 
thofe terms* You are convinced that, if at 
this moment pardon for all the fins of which 
you have been guilty were gratuitoufly he- 
flowed 5 you muft expeft, according to 
mournful experience, to fubjedt yourfelf 
afrefh by new offences every year, every 
day, to the indignation and vengeance of 
God J and be filled with foreboding terrors 
of punifhment in the world to xome* 
Then, with refpe6t to the prefent life ; how 
deftitute of comfort, without the Gofpcl, 
is the condition of men ! Man is born to 
trouble. Difeafe, weaknefs and pain, po- 
verty, danger and difappointment, the lofs 
of thofe whom we love, diftrefs by land 
and by fea, at home and abroad 5 thefe are 
among the natural evils entailed upon man- 
kind. Of the greater part of thefe evils 
you all muft have experience. Of this bit- 
ter cup you all muft drink. How griev- 
ous muft be the burden of thefe affiiStions, 
if there be no profpcft beyond the grave 
capable of affording prefent alleviation!* 
How wretched muft be the fituation of 
man by nature j prefent forrow, delpond- 
^cy as to future happinefs, dread of fii- 
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tidre .punifhment ! In the. midft of thefe 
raiferics the Gofpel addfcffes yoU, What 
is its voice ? The voice of comfort. What 
16 Its intelligence? Glad tidings of great 
joy to all people : to W/ people .3 for to all 
it offers comfort; on all it beftows the 
power of profiting by the good tidings 
whiph it conveys. It fets before all people 
a Saviour who died for the fins of the 
whole , world : who imites every man to 
come unto him for comfort: who pro-. 
mifes to receive all that come unto him ; 
who beftows upon all moral ability to come 
unto him that they may have life, " Come 
*^ unto me," faith your Redeemer, " and 
V. ail your maladies fliall be remedied, all 
your neceflities ftiall be fupplied. What 
though you have committed numberlefe 
^' fins ? I ofier to you unlimited pardom 
** What though the law of God which you 
^* have violated, the law to which you can 
" render no fati5fa6Hon,"denounces its.curfe 
^' upon your head ? Fear not. I have 
^^ turned the ciirfe afide from you : I have 
f^ borne it myfelf in your behalf. I have 
*• fulfilled the law : I have made an atone- 
" ment. What though you are iinmerfed 
*^ in weaknefs and corruption ; unable to 
^^ think any thing good of yourfelf ; un- 
*^ able to wiU or to do i unable to difcover 
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*^ the method of pleafing God > unable to 
continue in the path of righteou&iefs 
were you placed in it ? In your w^ak-i-! 
nefs my ftrength fhall te made- manifeft* 
and be perfefted. Your corruption I will 
^ cicanfe, in the fountain which I have 
opened for uncleannefsr and fin- By 
the Holy Ghoft the Comforter, whof^ 
^' influence is a.t my difpofal, I will en^r 
*^ lighten your underftanding and renew 
" your heart. From Me yoq fhall learn[ 
^ the will of my Father : from Me 7014 
^'' fliall have grace whereby you may fervc 
Him acceptably. Wh^t though you are 
furrounded. by prefent evils ? I am he?i;i 
^* over all things. All power is m'^ne ii> 
^'heaven and in earth. My peace I give 
** unto you. All things fhall work to* 
5^ gether for good to you in th? end* 1 
lead you to a world where. there fliall be 
neither pain nor forrow nor death. 
Your friends who fleep in Me fhall God 
bring with Me. Your light afflictions, 
" which are but for a moment, fhall work 
for you, a far more exceeding and eternal 
weight of glory." 
Are not thefe glorious offers ? Are not 
thefe promifes of comfort? Is not the 
glory difplayed f to every man ? Is not the 
comfort placed freely within the reach of 
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every man? Well may the Gofpel be 
pronounced good tidings of great joy to all 
feople. 

II. But will all men attain to the glory ? 
Is the cpmfort fealed to every man ? The 
Scriptures conftrain us to anfwer, " No.** 
They who at the great day fliall receive 
the fentence. Depart from me^ ye curfed^ 
into everlajiingjirey for ever fall fliort of the 
glory ; have had no effedhial intereft in the 
comfort. To whom then are the glorious 
confolations of the Gofpel to be applied ? 
The LordGodhimfelf anfwers thequeftion: 
** Comfort ye, comfort ye, My people^^ 
My people are the perfons, My people arc 
the only perfons, who (hall be admitted into 
My kingdom of glory. My people are the 
perfons, My people are tlie only perfons^ 
to whom during their continuance upon 
•arth the comforts of the Gofpel belong. 

Who then are the people of God ? That 
is the momentous queftion. 

To render you at prefent one of the 
people of God is it fufficient to have been 
baptized into the Chriftian church ? T^hc 
baptifm which faves us is not the putting away 
the flth of the fiejh {d\. Is it fufficient 
ipeculatively to believe the truth of Chrif. 

(a) 1 Pel. lii. ai* 

I 

tianity J 



On religious Comfort. 329 

tianity ? The devils Relieve and tremMe {b). 
Is it fufficient clearly to underftand all the 
doftrines of the Gofpel ? You may under^ 
Jland all myjleries and all knowledge ^ and be 
nothing {c) . Is it fufficient to avow yourfelf 
a Chriftian, and to attend Chriftian wor- 
fhip ? You may have a form ofgodlinefs and 
deny the power thereof {d). Is it fufficient to 
feel pleafure in difcourfe concerning reli- 
gion, and to be eager in frequenting a muU 
titude of religious ordinances ? You may 
receive the word with gladnefsy and heap to 
yourfelf teachers, having itching ears (^), 
and perilh. If no one of thefe particulars 
is by itfelf fufficient to prove you to belong 
to the people of God : are all of them toge- 
ther fufficient ? Turn to the. Scriptures. 
Propofe your queftion. Who are the peo- 
ple of God ? Our Lord replies ^ They who 
believe in me^ and come unto me for life^ 
And how are they made manifeft ? Receive 
an anfwer from the Holy Ghoft by the 
mouth of St, John. Beloved! ie that doeth 
good is of God {f). He, and he only, is one 
of the people of God, who in heart and life 
is truly a Chriftian, He, and he only, is 
at prcfent entitled to the comforts of the 
Gofpel J he and he only fhall receive eternal 

{h) James ii. xj. (c) i Cor. xiiL 2. (J) 2 Tim. 111. 5* 
^e) Mark iv, i6* 2 Tim, iv. 3. (/) j John, 10, 1 1. 
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. ' confolation in heaven j who has tliat* gc- 
»uine faith in Chrift which worketh by 

.#fove; who demonftrates that he belongs 
Ito God by faithful obedience to his com- 
mandments. 

Beloved I he that doeth good is of God : 
but he that doeth evily hath not feen Gody 
underftands not God, belongs not to Him, 
Is this the only paffage in which St. John 
declares that faithful obedience is the teft 
by which you are to judge, whether you 
are of the people of God ? Let the Apoftlc 
reply for himfelf. Little children, let no 
man deceive you. He that doeth righteouf^ 
nefs is righteous : he that committethjin is 
of the devil. In this the ckildrefi of God 
are manifejied, and the children efthc devil : 
whofoever doeth not righteoufnefs is not of 
God. Every one that doeth righteoufnefs' is 
born of God. Every one that loveth God 
and his neighbour is hoim of God. And this 
is the love of God, that u-e keep his command-- 
ments. He that keepeth his commaiidmentSy 
the commandments of Chrift, dwelleth in 
Him. If any man love the worlds the lufl of 
the flejh^ arid the luji of the eyes, and the pride 

■/'• ^f ^f^y ^'^^' ^^^^ of the Father is not iji him. 

'v* If IS) e fay that we have fellowjloip with ////», 

;^ and walk in darknefs -, we lie [g). But 

*'%:x'-- (or) 1 John iiit 7, 8, id). 11. 20, iv, 7. v. 3. iii. 24* 

perhaps 
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perhaps you deem St. John Angular in this 
doctrine. What then faith our Saviour?.. / ■'' 
If a man love me^ be will keep my words :' ^_ 
be that lovetb me not keepetb not my fayings*- ^^H 
He tbat keepetb my commattdmetii^j be U ti ^^^ 
that loveth me. Te are myfriends^ ifye^ 
wbatfoever I command you. Herein is my 
Father glorijiedy tbat ye bear much fruit : 
Jo fiall ye be mydifeiples [h). Is not the 
beloved difciple in complete accordance 
with his Maikr? But after the afcenfion 
of our Lord do the other Apoitles agree 
with St. John in preaching this doflnne ? 
Hear, in the firft place, St. James, Be ye 
doers of the word, and not bearers only, de- 
ceiving your own felves. What doth it pro~ 
ft, though a man fay be bath faith, and have 
not works ? Can faith fave btm ? Kno^iv, 
O 'uain man, that faith without works is 
dead (/). Againft whom does St. Jude 
direfl the condemning force of his Epiftlc? 
Againft men polluted by continuance in 
fin i concerning whom he pronounces 
that, becaufe they walk after their own un- 
godly lujis, they have not the Spirit {k). 
JHow fpeaketh St. Peter? His Epiftles are 
replete with exhortations to holinefs as in- 
difpenlable to falvationj and warnings 

(i) Jfohn xlv. II. 33, J4. XT. 14. 8. (i) Jamei, 

L a. ii. 14. zo. {i) Judc, i8, i^. 

againft 
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againft fin as the forerunner of deftruftiont 
He defcribes Chriftians as appointed through 
fanSiiJication of the Spirit unto obedience. 
He commands them to be obedient children^ 
not fajhioning themfelves according to the 
farmer lujis in their ignorance^ but to be holy 
in all manner ef converfation : to abjiain from 
jlejhly luJls which war againfi the foul : to 
efcbew evil and do goody if they love life ; to 
add to their faith virtue and knowledge and 
temperance and patience and godlinefs and 
brotherly kindnefs and charity ^ if they would 
have an entrance minijiered unto them into 
the everlajiing kingdom of our Lord and 
Saviour Jefus Chrijl (/)• The only re- 
maining writer of Epiftles, whether addref- 
fed to individuals, to particular churches, 
or to Chriftians at large, is St. Paul. Is he 
of the fame fentiments with his brethren ? 

Time allows me to produce but few of his 
expreflions : but they fhall be fuch as arc 
decifive. They that are Chriji's^ have cru-- 
cified the flejh with the affeSltons and lujis. 
If any man have not the Spirit of Chrijl^ he 
is none of His. As many as are led by the 
Spirit of Gody they are the fons of God {m). 
How is a perfon to know whether he is 
led by the Spirit of God ? By examining 

{/) 1 Pet. I. 2. i4i 15* il. II* lii. lOy II. 2 Pet» 
i. jf,6. II* ijn) GaL v. 24. Rom. vui.9. 14^ 

whether 
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vrhether the fruits of the Spirit arc brought 
forth in him. What are the fruits of the 
Spirit ? St Paul replies ; The fruit of the 
Spirit is all goodnefs and righteoufnefs and 
truth 5 love^ joy^ peace ^ ^ong-fufferingj gentle-- 
nefsy faith ^ meeknefs^ temperance^ every good 
word and work {h). 

All thefe teftimonies, my brethren, whe- 
ther of our Lord Jefus Chrift or of his 
Apoftles, breathe the fame language, pro- 
claim the fame truth. They proclaim that 
God acknowledges not any man as one of 
His people, who does not habitually and 
unrefcrvedly labour through faith univer- 
fally to keep His commandments. Evan- 
gelical obedience is to be the foundation 
of evangelical comfort. It is by obedience, 
not feparated from faith, but wrought 
through faith and in evidence of faith: 
not regarding itfelf as poffcffed of any na- 
tive- holinefs, but afcribing every thing in 
itfelf which is pure to the Spirit of grace ; 
not laying claim to recompenfe as of debt, 
as in any degree purchafed by inherent me- 
rit of works, but looking for reward entirely 
as of grace, as in every particular from firft 
to laft purchafed by the jitflifying atone- 

(o) Ephef, ▼. ^. Gal. y. ii, 2$. a ThelT. ii. 169 17. 

ment 
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ment of Chrift : it is by this obedience and 
by this only that you can prove yourfelves 
to be the people of God, that you can be- 
come entitled as fuch to the confolations 
of the Gofpel. 

' Let us proceed briefly to apply the ob- 
fervations which have been made. 

Truth, by eflablifliing itfelf, overthrov/s 
** ^rfof, and diflipates delufion. If a true 
-ftandard of judgement be recognifed ; the 
authority of every falfe flandard is dc- 
ftroyed. If Chriftian obedience be the 
criterion by which you are commanded to 
judge of your title to comfort ; can any 
other criterion be necefTary ? Can any 
other be fafe ? Can any other be fcrip- 
tural ? You perhaps have been accuflomed 
to believe that God has been pleafed by a 
.fovereign decree- unconditionally to fele£t 
rfrom the mafs of mankind certain favoured 
individuals; whom, while he leaves the reft 
of the pofterity of Adam to merited punifh- 
ment, he exclufively crowns with the pri- 
vileges of mercy. " Thefe," you have 
faid to youfelf, " are the ele6t of God : 
" thefe are the heirs of falvation and its 
" attendant bleffings. To this chofen num- 
" ber I belong. To me, as belonging to 
* them, the comforts of the Gofpel, pre- 

" fent 
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** fent and future, are enfured." Unbiafled 
refeai;che8 into Scripture, and a clofer corsi^ 
parifon of things fpiritual with fpiritualj 
might polfibly convince you tha^ your 
fundamental doftrine is not the dd^^jirine 
of your Lord. But what if it- were ? 
Why fpeak you of comfort belonging to 
you as one of the eleftj when your Lord 
pronounces it to belong only to the obe- 
dient ? If you are not faithful in obedience; 
will you prefume, under pretence of being 
one of the eleft, to take comfort in con- 
tradidtion to the declaration of Jefus 
Chrift ? If yoi! are faithful in obedience ^• 
is any thing farilis.** re^uilite to authorife 
you tt) apply to your-l^'^c the comforts, 
which Jefus Chrift aiTures to the obedient ? 
Or have you, * on your own principles, 
any right to confider yourfelf as one of 
the eleft of God longer than while you 
continue faithful in obedience ? 

But your miftake may be of a different 
kind, " I have experienced," you affirm, 
" an internal impulfc, an impreffion from 
" above, an indcfcribable feniation of peace 
•' and joy wrought in my heart by the 
" Holy Ghoft, as a feal and pledge of the 
*^ aftual forgivcncfs of my fins. When a 

t 

** reconciled God has thus ipoken peace 

« ta 
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^ to my foul ; do I not well to take to 
«« myfelf the comforts of the Cofpel Y^ 
Undoubtedly ; if God has atithorifed youf 
to regard him as "having thus fj^ken peate 
toyoilr foul. But where is' your warrant 
to place your confidence on an inward im- 
pulfe ; to regard an indeterminate feeling 
as an impreffion from the Holy Ghoft^ 
as a token and feal of forgivenefs ? I read 
in the Word of God; When the wicked 
man turnetb away from his wickednefs which 
he hath committedy and doeth that which is 
lawful and rights he Jhall fave his foul alive. 
In the fame infallible word I read that /»- 
dignation and wrathy tribulation and an-^ 
guijh^ fhall be upon every foul of man that 
doeth evil. I read that he who evinces 
his repentance and his faith by obedience, 
is forgiven; that he who is difobedient 
ftands at prefent condemned. But where 
am I referred to impreflions and impulfes ? 
Recolleft the credulity of the human mind 
on all fubjefts with which fervid paflions 
are intermingled : the recorded and diverfi- 
fied extravagances of the imagination ; the 
inconftant fluftuations of internal feelings, 
according to the viciffitudes of ftronger 
or weaker fpirits, of health and ficknefs^ 
of profperity and adverfity j the facility 

witji 
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with which men of lively conceptions and' 
(lender judgement work themfelves into a 
perfuafion, that they experience a previ- 
oufly indetermiiifte impulfe, which they 
are taught to expeft and are eager to re- 
ceive ; and the difficulty with which men 
of contrary qualities would venture to credit 

a fimilar fenfation. Meditate on thefe un-^ 
queftionable truths j and you may fee rcafon 
warmly to thank your God, that he has not 
dire6ted you to judge of your ftate by a 
vague and variable and tranfient criterion, 
a criterion fitted to produce prefumption 
or defpair; but refers you to plain and 
fubftantial fafts, to the habitual frame of 
your heart manifefting itfelf in prafticc, 
to a ftandard which fcarcely leaves the 
poffibility of delufion to him who applies 
it with devout and inveftigating obferva- 
tion. And what Aough you perfift in your 
doftrine? Will you exalt an impulfe, of 
which you cannot certainly know that it 
proceeds from the Holy Ghoft, above the 
Scriptures, which you acknowledge to pro- 
ceed from Him ? If you are habitually 
obedient to Chrift through faith j do you 
deem the fcriptural promife of forgive* 
nefs to all who. thus obey Him an infuffi- 
cient fecurity, an inadequate ground of 
VOL. ji. z com- 
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comfort? If you are habitually difobe-^ 
dient ; will you believe on the credit of an 
impulfe that you are forgiven, in oppofition 
to the Scriptures which jih)nounce you to 
be in a ftate of condemnation ? 

In th(e two examples already brought 
forward, you have heard the truths incul- 
cated by the text a^^lied to the correftion 
of errors in judging of our ftate, which 
arife from inaccurate views of Chriftian 
doftrine. Let me now apply thofe traths to 
an error connedied with mifapprehenfion 

of the duty of a preacher. 

Many perfons cherifli very imperfeft 

and partial views of the proper nature of 
preachings They relifh no difcourfes, ex- 
cept fuch as they term comfortable. They 
delight to he^r of the freenefs of the Gof- 
pel : of the fulnefs of the Gofpel : of the 
privileges of the Gofpd : of the comforts 
of the Gofpel : of any thing rather than 
the duties of the Gofpel. In their tearts^ 
if not with their lips, they are prepared to 
fay to their mmifter, as the Jews faid to 
Ifaiah ; Prophecy not unto us right things : 
fpeak unto us fmooth things [o). They re- 
member not the admonition which St.. Paul 

(•) liaiah, xxx. lo. 

^delivered 
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delivered to Timothy, that it might be the 
rule of his preaching : jill Scripture is prtH 
jit able for doSirineyfor reproof y for correBion^ 
for inJiruStion in ngbteoufnefs : that the man 
cf God may be perfeSly thoroughly furnijhed 
unto all good works {p). If you love not 
to hear the ftrift and holy morality of the 
New Teftament preffed and enforc^ upon 
you by Chriftian principles : is it not a piroof 
that you do not relifh the ftriftnefs and 
holinefs of that morality? Is it not a 
proof of a fecret confcioufnefs that your 
morality is not of that ftrift and holy na- 
ture ? If it is with relu6tance that you lend 
your ear, whenever the terrors referved 
for the wicked are proclaimed : is it not 
a proof either that you prefumptuoufly 
imagine yourfelf unconcertied in^tiiofe de- 
nunciations of di^e vengeance ; or that 
you wifli to Another and lay afleep your 
inwai'd mifgivings of guilt? Injudicious and 
dangerous is that fpiritual phyfician, who 
adminifters little except opiates and cor- 
dials. Ignorant and deluded is that private 
Chriftian, who condemns and rejefts every 
other mode of treatment. Let your wounds ^ 
be fearchcd to the bottom, if you are fo- 

(/) 2 Tim. lii. 16, 17. , 
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licitous that they fhould be healed. Wdf-' 
come every degree of difcipline neqeflary 
to your cverlafting health. Apply not to 
yourfelf the comforts of the Gofpel farther 
than the predominant frame of your tem-* 
pers, difpofitions, and defires, and the ha^ 
bitual courfe of your life and converiation, 
afford evidence on which yoii may be 
fcripturally authorifed to hope that, at 
prefent, you belong to the people of God* 
If you are, not living untaChrift througBf 
faith ; if your converfation is not fuch as 
becometh the Gofpel of Chrift; if yovt 
walk not worthy of the vocation where- 
with you are called ; if you are not proved 
to be one of thQ peculiar people of Chrift by 
being purified from the dominion of cor- 
rupt tempers, principles, and praftices, 
and by having become zealous of good 
works : to prefume on the comforts of the 
Gofpel is unwarranted and dellruftive. 
« But if, after deep and devout felf-exami- 
nation, you have folid reafoh to hope that 
faith in the Son of God has led you to de- 
light in his commandments ; if it be ypur 
preyailing defire that the renewing grace 
of the Holy Spirit Ihould fanftify your 
heart unto obedience; if it be your habitual 
ft udy and endeavour to bring every thought, 

every 
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e^tij temper, every aftion, into Objec- 
tion to the laws and conformity with the 
example of your Lord ; to love God above 
all things, and man, in the next place, 
^for the fake of God ; and to mahifeft the 
ftedfaftnefs and fervency of your love to 
.God and man by uniform and unequivocal 
deeds, by liying to the glory of your hea^ 
yeiiJy K-Uig and the good of your fellow- 
creatjares : then may you humbly confide 
that you are at prefent one of the people of 
God; then may you regard yourfelf as enti- 
tled by the mercy of Chrift to apply to your 
own comfort the promifes of the Oofpel.. 
Remember, however, the ground on which 
you ftand. Remember that, if your obe- 
dience begins to flag ; if a worldly fpirit 
gains ftrength in your boforji > exaftly ii^ 
the fame proportion your title to comfort 
is undermined. TAp righteoufnefs of the 
righteous Jhall not delivtr him in the day of 
his tranfgrejjion. When the righteous turn* 
€th from his right eoufnefs and comtnittefb 
iniquity ; he foall even die thereby. Re- 
member that when St. Paul befeeches 
God to comfort the hearts of the ThefTa- 
lonians, that petition is conneftcd with a 
fecond prayer indifpepf^ble to thje i^iccefs of 
the foimcr } that he wpuld eftabjiih them 

s?3 in 
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in every good word and work. Blejfed 
are tbey^ faith our Saviour, by the mouth 
of Stjohn, almoft as it were clofing the 
itolume of Scripture with the momentous 
warning ; blejfed are they that do bis com^ 
mandmentSy that they may have a right to the 
tree of life (y). Brethren ! remain through 
faith in our Lord Jefus Chrift ftedfaft in 
evangelical obedience. So fhall the God of 
hope fill you with all joy and peace in believ-- 
ingy that ye may abound in hop^ through the 
power of the Holy Ghofi (r ). 



{q) Rev. xxix. 14* 



{/) Ram. XT. 13. 
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SERMON XVII. 

On religious Dei^ndencc. 



rSALM xxxviix. 6. 

I am troubled ; / am bowed dawn greatly j I 
go mourning all the day long. 

T See men as trees walking 5 faid the blind 
•^ perfon, when at the word of Chrift he 
firft opened his eyes. The eyes of the 
mind, no lefs than thofe of the body, arc 
unable to fuftain, without being dazzled 
and bewildered, a fudden tranfition from 
darknefs to light. The objefts which float 
before them, new, dimly viewed, imper* 
feflly comprehended, ^ are divefled of their 
proper fhapes, their native colours, their 
genuine dimenfions, their wonted accom- 
paniments, their obvious ufe and applica* 
tion > and not unfrcquently prefent them- 
felves as gigantic phantoms, arrayed in 
imaginary terrors. It is only by collefting 

z 4 the 
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the powers which the Moft High has vouch- 
fafed, by exercifing them with difcretion, 
by gradually rendering them familiar with 
unaccuftomed fceneis, by f eforting to fuit- 
able means for ftrengthening thdr debility 
and reftifying their errors, that the recently 
awakened organ learns to judge, to difcri- 
minate, to underftand ; to form a juft efti- 
mate of the various fubjefts which it con- 
templates; to, apply them to the tods 
tvhich they are feverally calculated to an- 
fwer; to invite affiftance and to derive 
confolation from every quarter whence by 
the appointment of Heaven the bleffings 
may be obtained ; to diftinguifh between 
real and fancied dangers ; and while it 
feduloufly guards againft perils a6lually fu- 
pervening, to difmifs groundlefs alarm. 

When perfons who have lived not unto 
Chriji who died for them^ but unto them-- 
fehes ; whether immerfed in the groffnefs 
of open vice, abforbed in the cares of the 
world, funk in lluggifh indifference, or 
Yefting on punftilioufnefs of moral de- 
corum; when fuch perfons by the effec- 
tual application of the word of God, by 
ficknefs, by adverfity, by the lofs of a dear 
friend or relative, or by fome equally fea- 
fonable operation of the vifiting hand of 

Omni- 
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Omnipotence, are roufed from their fpi- 
ritual lethargy : when they perceive that 
their life has been a fhadow, a dream, a 
childifli play, a tiffue of duties neglected 
and wilful tranfgreffions : when they furvey 
the holinefs and the juftice of God 
whom they have defpifed, ,and fee them- 
felves fufpended by the thread of mor- 
tality over the abyfs of eternal condemna- 
tion : it is not unufual for their terror and 
dejeftion to fettle into the bitternefs of 
defpondence. The curfes of the broken 
law, the thunders of inevitable vengeance, 
found inceflantly in their ears. Before 
their eyes the books, are opened x and the 
long catalogue of their fins written^ in the 
book overwhelms them with agonizing 
difmay. Groaning under the anguifli ex- 
perienced by the afilidled Pfalmift, but 
deftitute of the gleam of comfort which, in 
the humble confcioufnefs of penitence, he 
ventured to cherifh j they are troubled^ 
they are bowed down greatly^ they go mourn^ 
ing all the day long. The arrows of the 
Lordjiickfajl in them ; and His handprejf^ 
eth them fore. There is nofoundnefs in their 
flejh becaufe of His anger ; neither is there 
any rejl in their bones becaufe of their fn. 
For their iniquities are gone over their headi 

as 
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M an heavy burden they are too heavy f^ 
them. T'hey are feeble and fore broken 5 they 
roar by reafon of the difquietnefs of their 
fueart. Adopting with iad conviftion this 
defcription of their own miferies, they 
prefume not with David to fubjoin ; In thee^ 
O Lordyjo I hope : thou wilt hear^ O Lordy 
my God. " Ours," they exclaim^ " arc the 
•' threatenings of Scripture : its promifes 
•* belong not to us/' 

I propofe, in the firft place, to defcribfe 
the general circumftances attending reli- 
gious defpondence : fecondly, to point out 
the ground of cure ; thirdly, to Ipccify and 
.examine the principal arguments which 
the deje6led individual frequently alleges 
1SSS proofs, that he is not warranted to ap- 
ply to ^himfelf the promifes of the Scrip- 
tures : and laftly to addrefs fome praftical 
.directions to perfbns who experience a 
pronenefs to religious defpondence. 

I. When religious defpondence takes 
poffeffion of the mind, a new and delufive 
medium interpofes itfelf between the fuf- 
ferer and all the objefts which he con- 
templates. To his eyes every incident 
affumes an alarming chara6ler. In the 
common events pf life he perceives the 

hand 
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hand of God ftretched forth againft hinu. 
The ordinary courfe of Providence is 
transformed into a fucceflion of fpecial 
judgements. " All thefe thiq^s/' cries the 
terrified mourner, " arc agsdnft me : mani« 
** feftations of divine difplcafure 5 inflic- 
•^ tions of penal vengeance j warnings of 
^y irrevocable exdufion from God !" Paft 
offences prefent themfelves in the garb of 
lingular enormity. And fometimcs one of 
the leaft confiderable deviations from duty, 
a deviation perhaps originating in ?rror 
and inadvertence, preffes forward on the 
imagination as one of the greatei3; of 
crimes ; and forms the groundwork of diC* 
torted reafonings, and of intolerable dread. 
The body participates with the mind. The 
reftlefs fword wears away the fcabbard. 
Nervous agitation undermines health. 
Health undermined aggravates nervous 
agitation. Exertion becomes feeble and 
reluftant; gradually intermits, progref- 
fively declines. Relative, focial, and do- 
meftic duties are negledled. Aftivity and 
alacrity, fources heretofore of pleafure no 
Icfs than inftruments of ufcf ulnefs, are ab- 
forbed in liftlefs melancholy. Diflatisfac- 
tion fpeedily becomes vifible in the counte- 
nances of thofe members of the family who 
are not religious. From a clouded and 

13 unfocial 
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unfocial home they fly in quefl: of cheerf lilnefs 
abroad : and day by day are ftrengthened in 
the perfuafion that gloom is the infeparablc 
concomitant of piety . , T he fufFerer mean- 
while is agitated by increafing anxiety and 
forrow. — " I fee the decay of afFeftion in 
*' thofe to whom I was moft dear.. I am a 
** burthen to all ; an obftacle to religion ; 
forfaken of God ; continually more and 
more odious in his fight. Well may I 
be troubled : well may I be bowed down 
greatly : well may I go mourning all the 
da? long !" The lo^ of afflidtion is 
not feldom aggravated by the meafures 
which are adopted for the purpofe of re- 
moving it. Unfeeling cenfures confpire 
with injudicious friends. At one time de- 
jeftion is encountered with harfhnefs; at 
another with negle6l ; at another with 
perenxptory oppofitionj at another with 
blind and debilitating tenderaefs. But the 
fovereign remedy prefcribed by the worldly- 
minded is diffipatioa. The afBifted party 
is prohibited from meditating on the fub-? 
je6l of religion; an injundtion alike abfyrd 
in itfelf and impoffible to be obeyed ; and 
is hurried from place to place, from com- 
pany to company, from amufement to 
amufement, that neither opportunity nor 
leifure may be afforded for reflexion. By 

this 
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tJiis procefs the portion of mental ahguifti 
which may be attributed to bodily indifpo-^ 
fition is occafionally relieved. But, amid 
changing fcenes and changing occupatiotis, 
the root of the malady remains Untouched 
in the heart. The foul difcems the futility 
of the means employed for its comfort: 
and by the difcovery is confirmed in its 
diftrefs. If the tempeft fubfides, it is only 
to recur with augmented violence : or to 
fettle into the fatal calm of felf-righteouf- 
nefs and unconcern. Such is the nature, 
and fuch is the fuccefs, of the meafures to 
which the relatives and conneftiofls of the 
fufFerer commonly refort. The modes of 
rdief purfued by the defponding party often 
prove equally inefficacious, or equally in- 
jurious. Attempts are made to quiet the 
confcienceby voluntary *aufterities, by di- 
vcrfified experiments of mortification and 
penance. Or counfel is eagerly fought on 
every fide from dogmatical and difcordant 
advifers. Or a multitude of religious books 
is indifcriminately accumulated and de* 
voured : error, erudition, criticifm, contro- 
verfy, unite in augmenting perplexity and 
- anguifh : and the mind wanders from volume 
to volume, without guide or clue, bewildered; 
unfettled, confounded, anddiiinayed. Hence 
has followed dclufion, hence enthufiafin^ 

• 6 hence 
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hence has melancholy been impelled to the 
confines of frenzy. The Scriptures them- 
felves, partial^ examined and applied, arc 
heard to utter no voice but that of terror/ 
The judgements in ftore for the impenitent 
foiTO the theme of inceflant meditation. 
When the eye cafually meets a promife or 
an encouragement, it hurries away as from 
forbidden ground. Had Eve fled from the 
interd idled tree with the trembling perfe- 
verance with which the viftims of defpon- 
dence fly from the confolations of Holy- 
Writ ; neither her forrows nor theirs, nor 
thofe of the human race, had been known. 

II, What then, amid thefe jarring re* 
fources unavailingly employed for the at- 
tainment of relief, are the genuine grounds 
of cure ? 

By devout, comprehcnfive and impartial 
felf-examination let the fufferef labour to 
fatisfy himfelf, whether he feels a deep and 
abiding conviftion of his guilt, and help- 
leflhefs 5 and whether he cherifhes a rooted 
andearneft defire to be delivered through the 
Lord JefusCh rift, not only from the punifh- 
ment, but from the dominion of lin. If he 
feels not this convidlion, and cherifhes not 
this defire y it cannot with trirth be affirmed 
that he repents. If he difcerns himfelf to 

be 
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bp helplefs, , and labours ynder the coii-« 
viflion of guilt and the dread of punifh- 
ment 5 yet is no farther folicitous to be de^ 
Hvered from the dominion of fin than in 
proportion as he perceives that penal confe- 
quences are the attendants of tranfgreffion : 
fin is not hated for its own fake, is not 
abhorred as odioias to God : there is no love 
of holinefs in the heart, no fcriptural re-- 
pentance. If he entertains a feeble and un-^ 
meaning defife to be preferved from the 
power of fin for the future 5 yet admits not 
a deep impreflion of his aftual guilt and 
helpleflhefs ; feels no acute compun6lions, 
no ferious uneafinefs, in the recollcftion of 
the years during which he has lived witbouf 
God in the worlds no lively fenfe of his own 
utter weaknefs and corruption : he is in his 
own eftimation whole y and has not perceived 
his need of a phyfician 5 he is in his own 
eyes righteous y and is fo far from having re- 
garded the call of Chrift to repentance^ 
that even while he believes himfelf to be 
irrevocably condemned, he is perhaps loud 
jn charging God with injuftice for fen- 
tencing him to condemnation* Unlefs both 
the conviftioh and the defire ar? riveted in 
his bofom ; he repenteth not. The Scrip- 
ture, which denounces vengeance againft all 
who are impenitent, gives Wflrt not a title 
; .0 ' . to 
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to take comfort. Its promifes prefuppofe 
true repentance. As yet therefore they 
belong not to him. Is he anxious for 
confolation ? Let him hear the voice of 
the Apoftle: Repent^ andl>e converted^ that 
thy fins may be blotted out. Then may he , 
fubmiflively hope with filial faith, that even 
in the exifting fcene of trial the time§ of 
refrejhing Jhall come from the prefence of the 
Lord. 

But if by the refult of his enquiry ho 
is authorifed humbly to confide that the 
coriviftion and the defire, not irrationally 
andunfcripturallyfeparated, but co-exifting 
in fober and cordial union, founded on 
fcriptural grounds, and leading him to 
Chrifk as the only fource of deliverance and 
ftrength, decidedly charafterife the habi- 
tual frame of his fotil : he is, in other words, 
authorifed to confide that God has bcftowed 
upon him the gift of repentance j and is 
warranted in applying to himfelf the fcrip- 
tural promifes made to the penitent. He 
falls under our Saviour's defcription of thofe 
that mourn ; and may therefore truft in the 
hope of being comforted. He labours and is 
beofiyy laden : and may therefore be affured 
that Chrift is ready to give him refi. His 
heart is broken and contrite : he may there- 
fore reh' that it is a heart which Thou^ O 

God^ 
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^ad;wilt nat de^ift. His is the gt^dly forttrtv 
that worketh repentance in the humafi 
heart, and has already wrought repentance 
in his : theitfore may he be affured that, if 
he continues the fervant of Jcfus, it will tef- 
maoit&iVtfalvation^ 

IIL Unequivocally and repeatedly and 
prominently as thefe truths ftand forth in 
tbewordofGod; many an individual under 
the overwhelming influence of dcje6lion is 
deterred, and deterred in different cafes by 
different views, from pitofiting by their con- 
£[)ling import. 

Sometimes the defponder argues thus : 
^ Ood is a God of mercy : but mercy has 
*^ its limits. Inferior offenders, may be ' 
5^ bleffed with forgivenefs ^ but how can I 
prefume to nourifh hope ? So many arc 
the years during wHch I have lived not 
unto Chrifl: but imto myfelf j to fenfu-^ 
ality, or to pride, or to vanity, of to 
V covetoufnefs, or to difEpation, or to fomt^ 
other flagrant fin : warm as to worldly 
objects, dead to reli^on ; maintaining a 
form, it may be, of godlinefs, bi|t deny- 
ing the power thereof : fo ample have 
" been the offers, fo abundant the opportu- 
•* nities, of religious infbruftion and edifi- 
f ' cation which I have flighted and abufed ; 
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** fo loud the warnings of Providence to 
which I have refufed to liften ; fo fignal 
and fpecial the mercies which my hard- 
" ened heart has withftood : fo long have 
I finned, and with fuch aggravations, 
that even by a moft merciful God I am 
juftly abandoned to defpair." Abandoned 
to defpair ! Does not the voice of God 
proclaim in the Scriptures that upon true 
repentance alljimjhall be forgiven unto the 
fons of men \ that the blood ofChrtfi cleanf- 
etbfrom all Jin 5 that though your Jim be as 
fcarlet^ they Jhall become white as fnow ? 
Have you not heard, do you not believe, 
the univerfal invitation, the unlimited pro- 
mife, of your . Saviour : Come unto me^ all 
who labour and are hean)y laden ; and I will 
give you rejl — Him that comet h unto me^ 
whoever he may be, whatever he may 
have been, / will in no wife caji out ? Is 
riot the parable of the prodigal fon a prac- 
tical illuftration and eftablifhment of thefe 
truths ? 

But alas I'' another fufFerer replies, 
the very firft words which you cited as 
proclaimed by the voice of God are con- 
nefled by the fame voice with others 
which feal my deftruftion. All Jins jhall 
be forgiven unto the fons of men ^ and blaf 
" phemies wherewithfoever^ they Jhall blaf 

" pheme. 
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^ pheme. But is there not an exception fub- 
** joined ? He that Jhall blafpheme a^ainji 
^^ the Holy Ghojl hath never forgivenefs. 
** Behold the fin, the unpardonable fin, 
" with the commiffion of which my terri- 
^ fied confcience charges me. I know that 
•* on the nature of this fin confiderable ob- 
fcurity refts. I know that by fome in- 
terpreters the guilt is reftrained to the 
^ crime of thofe felf-convi6led oppofers, 
^ who afcribed to the power of Satan the 
" miracles of the Son of God. I know that 
by others it is fcarcely extended be- 
yond th^ obdurate malignity, which de- 
fied the extraordiriary wonders wrought 
^-- through the effufibn of the Holy Ghoft in 
^ the days of the Apofl:les. But do not you 
*^' adniit that the fin may be perpetrated in 
*^ modern times ? And if it has been per- 
petrated by me 5 is not my defpondence 
judicial, incurable, the prelude of damna- 
tion ?" That the fin may be perpetrated 
in modem times fliall not be denied. That 
It has not been perpetrated by you is an 
indifputable truth. Together with deep 
and abiding conviftion of guilt and helplefs- 
nefs, do not you ^fo cherifh a rooted and 
6amcfl: defire to be delivered, through the 
Lord Jefus Chrifti fromthedominionnolefs 
tihian from the; |rani(Mment of fin ? Then: 

AA 2 have 
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have you the charaftcriftic marks af a true 
jenitent! Away with the crime, be it 
whatever it may, which your appalled ima- 
ginatiofi has transformed into blafphemy 
againft the Holy Ghoft. You poffefk the 
jrace of repentance. From the Spirit oi 
grace only can you have received it. The 
Holy Ghoft then regards you with favour. 
You cannot have blafphemed againft Him. 
Your ddpondence is groundlefs, is unfcrip- 
tural. Approach^ and take of the waters 
of comfort. 

•^ Had my offences,*^ cries another 
mourner, " terminated in my felf; Ifhould 
*' have dared, however grievous had been 
" my guilt, to have cheriihed a hope of 
mercy. But f have been the infljumpnk 
of Satan for the deftru6ion of my bre- 
" thren ! I have allured them into the 
" way of perdition^ It is through my 
** guilt that Chrift has diedfor them in yain^. 
•* Their blood cries agjaihft me for ven- 
" gcance. It is I who jfealed thek doom s 
•^ and in fealing it I have fealed my owfi.**^ 
Child of afHi^ion ! take comfort. How 
know you that the doom of your ccmfi*^ 
panions in tran%reflion was fealed I If 
fealed, know you not that it was their own^ 
guUt, not yours, which fealed it? But let it be 
airam:ed that you ^were itimnly infliumental 
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in tindr guilt. Look then in the firfl: place 
to Scriptural examples of forgivcnefe ex- 
tended to odier inftruments of iniquity. 
Look to Aaron pardoned and accepted and 
Feinftated in the office of High Prieft, after 
he had erected the golden calf, and had 
thus brought fo gr€st a Jm upon the peopli {d)m 
Look to Manaffeh, who reared t^ altars 
for Baatim^ and wwjhipped all the hoft t^ 
heaven and ferved tbem^ and built altars for 
them in the bca^e i>f the Lord and in the tw§ 
Courts f>f /Sj&f hmfe of the Lord^ and fet m 
carved image ^ the idol which he had made^ 
in the hcufe of Gcd^ and caufed his children 
to pafs through the fire^ and ufed enchant-- 
ments^ and dealt with a familiar fpirit and 
with wizards 'y and made fudah and the 
inhabitants of Jerufalem to err^ and f educed 
them to do more evil than did the heathen^ 
whom the Lord had dejiroyed before the cbil^ 
dren of Ifrael : look to this inftrument of 
evil, when he was in offliBion and befought 
the Lord his God^ and humbled bimfelf greatly 
before the God of his Father Sy and prayed unto 
him :' and God was entreated of him and 
heard his fupplicationy and brought him again 
into his kingdom (b). Look to Paul, not 

(#) Exod. mil. %u xl. 12— 14. 

(i) 2 Chron. xxxiil. 3— 13« 2 Kisgf, xu* 9* 
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merely the perfecutor of Chriftians but the 
inftnimcnt of their apoftacy hy compelling 
them to blafpbeme (r) ; yet exalted after- 
wards to be the Apoftle of the Gentiles* 
If the gate of pardon was opftn to fuch in- 
ftrumcnts of fin ; againft whom is it clofed ? 
In the next place confider that, according* 
to your argument, fcarcely any finncr could 
obtain forgivenefs. How raie are the fins 
whofe effefts terminate in the individual 
tran%reflbr! Where is the habitual finner, 
who, by perfuafion or by example, has not 
been highly dangerous to the falvatioa 
of others ! Obferve, finally, that your ar-^ 
gument is in diametrical oppofition to the 
unlimited promifes of Chrift^ To all who 
labour y to all who are J^^^^^ laden ^ to all 
whofe heart is broken and contrite ^ to all who 
grieve vAxhgodly forrow , to all who come unto 
Him for paixion 5 to all fuch without ex* 
ception or referve the Son of. God ofier& 
bimfelf as a Saviour. 

Sometimes dejeftion ftrives to eftablilh 
itfelf on another foundation. " Though 
" with deliberate fincerity I can affirm,'* 
cries the mourner, " that my convictions 
** of fin, and my defires to be delivered both 
" from its punifhment and its power, ac- 
** cord with your demand : though, not-» 

{c) A£isj sxvi. II. 
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withftanding the reluftance and deadnefs 
of heart which I deplore, I am habitually 
diligent in prayer, in meditation, in the 
ftudy of the Scriptures : and though my 
" confcience bears humble yet undoubting 
" teftimony, that, during a period of very 
" confiderable length, I have perfevered iii 
" thefe Views, iii thefe difpofitions, in thefe 
" exertions : yet I do not find comfort. I 



" me. Happy, too happy, if at laft I might 
** obtain forgivenefs ; I am not to look, I 
" ought not to look for peace." Now thus to 
rcafon is, in effeft, to difcredit the reiterated 
and univerfal promifes which have recently 
been brought forward from the oracles of 
God. But // is impoffibk for God to lie. Witln 
Rim is no variablenefs nor jhadow of turn--, 
ing. Jefus Cbriji is the fame yejier day ^ and^ 
to-day y and for ever. Farther : though the 
promifes of God will afluredly be fulfilled 
to perfcvering penitents ; it muft be re- 
membered that, in the ordinary exercife of 
His fovereignty, He pledges himjfelf not aa. 
to the period of their accomplifhmehti 
To thofe who come unto Him He pro- 
mifes reji and comfort and peace and joy in 
the Holy Gbojl. But to his own wifdom 
he referves the decifion as to the mode and 
the time of conferring and enlarging his 

A A 4 gifts. 
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I^fts. In his general dealings with mankind 
it pleafcs him to work gradually, by the 
uie of means which he has appointed* 
The hufbandman expefts not that Heaven 
will beftow the harveft immediately after 
llie lowing of the feed. Days and weeks 
he is to wait in patience before even the 
blade (hall appear. But if he fuftains his 
fences, weeds his crop, and in all refpefts 
difcharges with vigilance the duties of ^his 
t)Ccupationl he fliall behold the ftems 
{)u(hing their growth higher and higher, 
until they are advanced to maturity. In 
the fame gradual and progreflive mode of 
Communication are the bleflings of grace 
and comfort generally vouchsafed ; vouch- 
fefod not under the guife of inftantaneous 
illapies^ imaginary impulfes, enthufiaflic 
fervours, but jn fobrietv and ferenity, mea- 
fure after meafure, in proportion to patient 
{Mrfeverance in a devout ufe of all the 
appointed means of grace, and in a (edu^ 
lous and faithful improvement under grace 
already beftowed. If God fufpcnds the 
gift of comfort } if he imparts it llowly 
and Iparingly : is it not becaufe He fees that 
filch a method of proceeding is requifite 
for the trial of your faith, and will eventu- 
^ly work, if you continue ftedfaft in humble 
reliance ?ind obedient love, for your good ? 
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Who is be thatfeareth the Lord^ that oheyeth 
the voice of his fenmnt the Meiliah, that 
vfalketb in darknefs^ and hath no light f Lot . 
him truji in the name of the Lord^ and^iy 
upon his God. Be not weary in ^well-doing t 
for in duefeafon you Jhall re^p^ if you faint 
not {c). Even were the Lord of all, in the 
iingular rayftcrioufncfs of His counfels^ ap- 
parently to hide his face from you until 
death ; ftill fhould you be found one of 
thofe who, having |et in clouds, fhall rift 
in glory. 

. Sometimes the defpondencc fortified by 
-the fufpenfion of religious comfort is 
darkened by the gloom of erroneous doc» 
trine. The wretched individual begins td 
apprehend that he is predeflinated to wrath 
and anguifh everlafting ; that, if not <x«- 
prefsly created for the purpofe of being 
rendered miferable, at leaft he is " pafTed 
«^ ov^r" in the difpenfation of redeeming 
mercy; that he is virtually reprobated, 
being defignedly excluded by the fovereiga 
will of God from the number of thofe, 
whom the Almighty is fuppofed fpecially 
to have elefted to be the fole partakers of 
his converting grace. To alleviate alarms 
excited by mifconceptions of the revq^lcd 
CQunfel of the Moft High may be an ob» 

(#) Ifaiah. L ux Gal. ti. ^^ 
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je6l fometimes attainable by that ingenuity 
of inconfiftent explanation, which, even 
while under the prefliire of difficulties it is 
conftrained to prune the exterior branches 
of an uftfubftantial fyftem, labours to guard 
the trunk from attack. To fubdue them, 
the axe muft be laid to the root : the falfe 
do6lrine muft be manifefted to be falfe. To 
the fervait piety and the praftical holinefi 
of numbers of our Chriftian brethren, who 
conceive themfelves to read in the word of 
God the tenets in queftion, my teftimony,, 
however unimportant, I rejoice to bear. 
But compelled as I have repeatedly been 
to know the terrors which thofe tenets have 
produced, it feems an aft of duty in ad- 
dreffing perfons expofed to fimilar terrors 
not to withhold my deliberate conviftion^ 
that the tenets aredeftitute of fcriptural fup- 
portiand that the detached paffages of Holy 
Writ whence they are deduced fairly ad- 
mit, when confidered in themfelves, and 
clearly demand, when taken in conjunftion 
with the reft of Scripture, a very different 
interpretation. For the prefent purpofe it 
may be fufficient to refer the defponding 
fufferer to fome plain paffages of the divine 
word, which teach that falvation, in every 
refpeft unattainable but through our Lord 
Jefus Chrift, is through Him open to every 

9 man; 
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man : and that on every man of rational 
faculties the free mercy of God beftows for 
the fake of the great Redeerper a portion of 
antecedent grace fo far influencing the will, 
the u^iderftanding, and the heart, as, with- 
out intrenching on moral agency, to enable 
him, if diligent in the application of grace 
received, to obtain through* the blood of the 
crofs an inheritance among the faints. Have 
I any pleafure that the wicked Jhould die^ 
faith the I^ord God ? As I live^ faith the 
Lord Gody I have no pleafure in the death of 
the wicked 3 but that the wicked turn from 
his way^ and live. Turn ye^ turn ye j w^ 
will ye die \d) ? Can we frame to the 
imagination any fenfe, in which thefe words 
could be uttered without delufion ; if there 
were any perfon not aftually enabled by 
divine grace, in wijl no lefs than in every 
other requifite faculty, to turn unto God ? 
The Lord is not willing that any Jhould pe- 
rijh 3 but that all fhould come to repentance {e^. 
God our Saviour will have all men to be 
faved {f);. y^fi^^ to/led death for every 
man (^) ; gave himfelf a ranfomforall {h) j 
is the propitiation for the fins of the whoh 
world (/) . Could any one of thefe declara- 

{d) Ezek. xvui. 23. xxxiii. 2. (f) 2 Pet. lii. 9. 

(/) I Tim. ii. 3, 4. {g) Heb. 11. 9. (/j) i Tim, ii. 6, 
(f) I John^ \u 12. 
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tions have been made, if there had been 
a Jiggle individual a£liialiy or virtually 
•* paffed over," in the plan of redemption ; 
unconditionally excluded from the poffibi- 
lity of obtaining falvation through Jcfus 
Chrift ; unbleffbd with that preventing in* 
fluence cm his will, without which he muil 
ranain incapable of profiting by the Re* 
decmer's death ; tantalized by offers oi 
mercy, with which he is left morally in- 
competent to clofe ? Would our Lord have 
commanded his difciples to preach the Gofpet 
to every creature {k) 3 if there had been a 
(ingle perfon to whom it muft neccffarily 
have been preached in vain ? And miift 
it not neceffarily have been preached in 
vain to the man, had fuch there been 
whom God had not freed by the ante^ 
cedent operation of His grace upon the 
will from all impoflibility of believing ? Is 
it poffible that redemption can be general, 
if eleftion renders it neceffarily partial ? Is 
it true that all men may be faved, if God 
beftows only on certain feleft individuals 
the preventing grace without which no man 
can be faved ? Is it not trifling to affirm 
that all may be faved, " if they will ;" 
while Without the preventing grace of God, 

(i) Mark| xvi. 16. 
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faid to be beftowed only on the ele£l, no 
man can ** will ?" Are thefe conclufions 
to be evaded by a verbal diftindlion ; by 
replying that it is not a ^^ natural'* but a 
** morai'* impoffibility which precludes 
thofe who are not of the number of the 
cleft from falvation ? As though an impof- 
fibility would be the kfs an impoffibility if 
it fhould arife from a moral caufe ! As 
though the mofl eflential part of a man's 
nature were not the moral conftitutioa 
which he brings into the world ! I forbear 
to accumulate fcriptural pafTages fimilar in 
import to thofe which have been produced* 
The views which God has difclofed of his 
own attributes, and the univcrfal tenor of 
his word, are altogether at variance with 
the opinions which it has here been requi- 
fite to withftand. Fear not, ye mourners. 
Every man may become one of God's eleft* 
Go forth and profper. The way of falva- 
tion, unbarred to the whole world, lies 
before you. Enter it, purfue it, in the 
ftrength of your God. 

IV, Toperfons who truly repent through 
Chrift, yet are at the fame time opprefled 
by a pronenefs to defpondence, the follow- 
ing practical fuggeftions may not be al- 
together ufelefs* 

Direa 
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Dire6l your thoughts habitually and Im-* 
partially to all the attributes and " the 
" whole counfel of God/' Remember His 
mercy no lefs than his juftice : his redeem- 
ing love no lefs than his holy abhorrence 
of fin* Fix your attention no lefs fted- 
faftly on the promifes than on the threaten- 
ings of Scripture : on the encouragements 
held forth to the penitent, no lefs earneftly 
than on the curfes denounced againft the 
carelefs and the prefumptuous. Be not 
eafily moved with apprehenfion that you 
pay more than proportionate regard to the 
confolations of the Gofpel. The inherent 
bias of dejedlion will draw you with fufR- 
cient force towards the confines of im- 
warranted'alarm. Beware left it urge you 
acrofs the boundary. 

In refle6l:ing on your paft'fins, let them 
be regarded as -grounds of habitual felf- 
abafement, of profpeftive watchfulnefs, of 
zealous diligence, of unwearied exertion, 
of grateful and fervent love towards God 
your Redeemer for the ftupendous falva- 
tion fet before you. But view them not 
as obftacles to the forgivenefs and accept- 
ance of a true and perfevering penitent; 
nor as affording the flighteft foundation 
for dread that the Holy Spirit, who has 
enabled you to bring forth the fruits of 

repentance. 
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repentance, will withhold from you the 
grace and ftrength which you fliall here- 
after feek as needful under impending trials 
of your feith. 

. If feafons of dejeftion fhould recur 3 if, 
at the very time when your underftanding 
is fatisfied of the truth and the a6):ual re- 
levancy of the fcriptural arguments which 
forbid you to defpond^ even in the face of 
conviction defpondencc fhould oppreff 
your foul : wonder not, nor be difmayed; 
as though an unprecedented or extraordi-^ 
nary event had befallen you. The ftate 
of mind is not uncommon. Survey it in its 
true colours. In the midfV of defpondeiKc, 
remember that you are defponding againft 
your judgement and your confdence, againil 
reafon and the word of God. David, in the_ 
day of trouble^ when his foul refufed to be 
comforted^ exclaimed 5 Will the Lord caji off 
for ever ? And will he be favourable no more t 
Is his mercy clean gone for ever ? Doth his 
promife fail for evermore ? Hath God forgot- 
ten to be gracious ? Hath he in 4inger Jhut up 
his tender mercies t But what was the an- 
fwer which he returned to himfelf ? J/^/Wj 
T!his is my infirmity (/)• Confider whether 
defpondence againft judgement and con- 
fcience, againft reafon and the word of 

(/) Pfaloi Ixxviu 7^—10, 

God, 
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God, is not in part to be imputed to bodily 
indifpolition, to the tremors of nervous in-* 
quietude. Confider whether in part it may 
not be deemed, whether it muft not in part 
be deemed, a fubtle and fpecial temptation. 
The adverfary of man adapts his ftratagcm* 
tothe individual whom heafiails. The&n«^ 
guine he tempts to rafhnefs, the lukewarm 
to inaftivity, the confident to prefumption, 
the timid to defpair. To what more pro* 
mifing method could he relbrt for the pur- 
pofe of deterring you from pcrfeverance in 
labouring for falvation, than the fcheme of 
inducing you to believe that by you mercy 
is unattainable ? From a method fo pro- 
miiing is it probable that he fhould refrain > 
Meet the danger with adequate circum- 
fpection. Encounter the foe with appro* 
priate arms. Let health receive due at- 
tention, ^^fift ti^ deoily and be nvill Jlee 
fr9m you. Take the Jhield of faith ^ where^ 
with you fball he able to quench all the fiery 
darts of the Wicked One. Fly for fuccour 
to the throne of grace. Fraying always 
with all prayer and fuppli cation in the fpirity 
mid watching thereunto with all pcrfeverance y 
plead with Him whofe foul was forrowful 
even unt& deaths with Him who knows 
what is the agony with which the vi£iifti 
of fin exclaims, " My God I my God I why 

1* >^ 
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*' haji thouforfaken me /" ijoho is touched with 
the feeling of our infirmities^ having been in 
all points tempted like as we are ; wh$ in 
that he himfelf hath fufferedy being tempt ed^ 
is able to fuccour them that are tempt ed.^ 
He will fulfil his word. He will minifter 
ftrength for the confli6t. He will not fuffer 
you to be tempted above what you are able to 
bear : but with the temptation will alfo make 
a way to efcape^ that, you may be ^able to bsar^ 
if. Why is thy foul caft down : why i^ 
it fo difquieted within the? Hope thott 
HI God : for thoii (halt yet praife Him for 
the help of His countenance. . 
. Study to maintain a fpirit of felf-pofleffion 
and. compofure. Beware of haraffing youi: 
mind by ill-timed or inordinate exertions in 
prayer, in reading, in meditation, or iQ any 
other devotional or intellectual employment. 
Let your religious exercifes be fhort and 
frequent rather than of long duration : and 
be particularly on your guard againft excefs 
in them when the fpirits are agitated and 
the faculties wearied. Cautioufly fhun^ 
whether in bpoks or in advifers, whatever 
Is metaphyseal or declamatory : and cleave 
to that inftrudlion, which fpeaks in fimpli- 
city the words of truth andfobernefs. W^it 
thedmte of the Lord. And if as yet there be 
no fymptoms which indicate that the bur- 
vot. IK B B then 
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then of defpondcnce is about to be light- 
ened; be not impatient under its continu- 
ance, nor defpair of its removal. 

Finally ; be aftive. Be fedulous to cm- 
ploy an ample portion of your time, fo far 
as may be entirely compatible with a jufl 
regard to health, in the modes of pra6tical 
ufefulnefs, which belong to your ftation : 
iand in the vigilant difcharge of the offices 
of domeftic life. Thefc are occupations 
Ivhiqh the defponding fometimes negledt 
Ihrough liftlefettefs and forrow, fotnetiroes 
avoid under an impreffion that fuch con- 
cerns ought not to engage their thoughts^ 
But a 2ealous purfuit of pra6lical ufefulnefs, 
a vigilant performance of relative duties, 
while they obvioufly tend to the relief of 
your mental malady, rank very high among 
the good works by which you are to evince 
the fimcerity of your faith, and to adorn tbi 
ioSlrine of God your Saviour. The manage^ 
toent of worldly concerns, when conducted 
in a worldly fpiiit, is fin. But when kept 
wholly fub^rdinate to the great purpofes 
of exiAence, the glory of God and the 
falvation of the foul ; when carried on from 
Chriftian motives, with Chriftian tempers^ 
and for Chriftian ends ; it is a brattch of 
fervice to God^ it is one of the fruits of 
religion. 
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SERMON XVIIL 



On the Chriftian Chara6lcfs of Youth* 



MMP 



2 Cor. vi. 17, 18. vii. i» 

Ceme out from among them, and be ye fepa^ 

ratey faith the Lor d^ and touch not th6 

unclean thing : and I. will recei*ue you^ and 

will be a father unto you^ and ye fiall be my 

fons and daughters^ faith the Lord AU 

mighty. Having therefore thefe promifes^ 

Nearly beloved ^ let us cleanfe ourfehes 

' from all of filthinefs flefl) and fpirif^ per-- 

feeing holinefs in the fear ofGodf. 

TyiTHEN a perfon convcrfant with the 
^ ^ vegetable produftions of the earthy 
obferves in the foreft a plant, whofe pro- 
perties he is defirous of improving; he 
removes it from its native wild into his 
garden. There, rooted in luxuriant foil, 
iheltered from inclement blafts, fecured 

i» B 2 againft 
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againfl: immoderate humidity, duly watered 
in feafons of drought, defended from the 
encroachment of worthlefs herbs whicb 
even in that cultivated fpot are continually* 
fpringing on/^very/ide; it tef^fies by a 
confpicuous transformation the foftering 
^ care of its proteftor. Its growth enlarges j 
its juices are meliorated 3. its tiatS; are 
heightened; its fragf-ance is exalted; its' 
fruits are multiplied. It is no longer a 
barren weed : but the delight of him wha^ 
has appropriated it to* hinifelf.. 

In correfpondence with the general out- 
lines of this fimilitiidc, the God of mere/ 
purifies unto. Himlelf a peculiar people. 
By the miniftration- of the Gofpel He fepa- 
rates them from the wicked ; by his grace 
transforms their nature; fuftains them with 
his arm ; nourifhes them by his facred 
word; cheers them with the light of his coun- 
tenance ; and enables them to bring forth * 
fruit unto perfeftion. 

Between the objefts of favour, however, 
m the two cafes, there exifts a very impoi^ 
tant difference. The plant is unconfcious, 
: fcnfclefs, paffivc. It knows not its bene- 
faftor nor his purpofes. Choice has no 
concern in its improvement. Not fo the 
human being addrefTed by the Gofpel. 
jHim God has created a moral agentM Fix>ni 

him, 



I 
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iiim God requires aftive concurrence ; co- 
operation of the v^iil manifefted by exer- 
tions of obedience. He does not hurry 
the man by arbitrary force from amidft 
the thorns and thirties of iniquity. Come 
cut from among them^ he cries, and befepa-- 
rate. Beftowing on the helplefs individual 
adequate powers by the influence of his 
Spirit : He commands him to ,exert them 
^nd come forth. 

lb j?emove an aged plant from the fo- 
€t% and to caufe it to fiourifh in the gar 
.den, might be a tafk level to the {kill of 
the cultivator. But he gives the preference 
to a younger flem, whofe fibres are lefs 
firmly riveted in the foil, and lefs clofely 
interwoven with the roots of the conti- 
guous thicket. To pluck up the veteran 
finner, however deeply he may have (hot 
his roots downwards towards <hell ; and to 
enable him to flo.urifli 'like a green olive- 
tree in tl^e courts of the houfe of his God ; 
is an, undertaking devoid of difficulty to 
tljie Omnipotent. But with fingular com- 
placency he looks on tbofe, who have re- 
ceived Him as the guide of their youth. 
Out of the mouth even of babes and fucklings 
He perfeSieth praife. Advancing childhood 
^•eceiv^s n^w marks of his love. Come^ye 
children^ he cries by hjis Holy Spirit, hearken 

3 B 3 unto 
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unto me : I will teach you -the fear of the 
Lord. Buffer little children^ exclaimed his 
teloved Son, to come unto mCy and forbid 
them not : for offucb is the kingdom of God. 
^ In the Old Teftament is heard the gracious 
admonition ; Remember thy Creator in the 
days of thy youth. And in the paffage from 
the New which I have propofed for our 
confideration, a paffage ftriftly conneftcd 
by the context with the fubjeft of marriage, 
it is to young perfons that the ptomife, 
though pertaining to all Chriftians, is pri- 
marily ' addreffed : / nvill receive you, and 
will be a Father unto you : and yejhall be 
my fons and daughters, faith the Lord Al-^ 

mighty. 

How is an intereft in this promife to be 

obtained ? By coming forth and being fepa^ 
rate, through a living faith in Chrift, from 
the pollutions of the world : by cleanjing 
ourfehes from all filthinefs ofjlejh andfpirit^ 
and perfeBing hoiinefs in the fear of God. 

In order to apply thefe univerfal inftruc- 
tions to the efpecial benefit of the young } 
I defign in the prefent and in the fucceed- 
ing difcourfe to point out the diftinft bear- 
ings of fome of the principal Chriftian vir- 
tues on the charafters and duties of youth 
in general, and, as oppoitunities arifc, of 
each fex in particular, 

I. The 
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I. The architect, whether purpofing to 
cre6t a cottage, or a palace, or a temple, 
provides for the fafety of the future fu- 
perftrufture by devoting his firft care to 
the folidity of the foundation. In youth, 
as in every other period of life, the foun- 
dation of every Chriftian excellence is 
piety: a fervent love of God habitually 
fubmitting itfelf to the guidance of his law. 
Wherewith Jhall a young man cleanfe his 
way f By taking heed according to thy word. 
Jojiah did that which was right in thejight 
of the Lord ; and declined neither to the right 
hand nor to the left. Why ? For while he 
was yet young he began tofeek after the God 
of David his father (a). Why had the 
young men whom St. John addrefled been 
enabled to overcome the Wicked One ? Becaufc, 
adds the Apoftle, the word of God abideth in 
you. Youth is the fealbn of ardent affec- 
tions. Shall the heart be warm in its at- 
tachment to earthly relatives and aflbciates ; 
and cold towards your heavenly Father, 
your kindeft friend \ cold tq Jefus Chrift 
who died for you, and is not ajhamed to 
call you brethren ? Youth is the feafon when 
the perception of delight is the moft lively. 
Shall you be penetrated with a feeling of 

(«} Pf. ciix. 9* 2 Chron. xzjciv. 2, 5. 

B B 4 obligation. 



37^ On the Cbrijiian 

obligation, with tender emotions of gfati-* 
tude, towards an earthly benefa6tor ^ and 
unthankful to Him who givethyou all things 
richly to enjoy ^ Youth is the feafon of 
ftrength and alacrity. Shall the fluggifh 
fpirit, the ina£live feeblenefs, of age befeen 
zealous in labours of the glory of God; 
and (hall you be torpid as to his fervice ? 
Youth is the feafon for inexperience* Shall 
you be earneft in the purfuit of human 
knowledge, obedient to human counfel; 
and negligent of the light which Jehovah 
has revealed, that it may |)e a lantern to your 
pathy of that univerfal wifdom which is 
given by infpir^tiQn from Him^ and is able 
to make you wife unto falvation through faith 
which is in Chriji Jefus ? Youth, viewed 
with a reference to the protra6led term of 
moital life, poffeffes the fruits of hut a 
ftiort period for growth in grace. If the 
faint of an hundred years looks back from 
his death-bed with regret and felf-abafement 
on hi? progrefs in the qualifications, by 
which he is to be rendered meet to be a 
partaker of the inheritance of the faints in 
light : do you, whofe progrefs on the moft 
favourable fuppofition mull as yet be 
comparatively fmall, ypu whofe career may 
to-moi'row terminate in the grave, linger 
and loiter and trifle on your way . 

II. Under 
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II. Under the preceding head was in* 
eluded reverent acquiefcence in the doc- 
trines and the commandments of the word 
of God. Hence the mind naturally pro- 
ceeds to the fubjeft of docility under hu* 
man inftru6tion. 

To parents, as inftruftors, the place of 
pre-eminence is afligned. Hear the iitfiruc-^ 
tion . of thy father ; and forfake not the law 
of thy mother. For they jhall be an orna^ 
ment of grace unto thy heady and chains about 
thy neck (^). In the parent are rmited in 
a degijee not to be paralleled in the cafe 
of any other earthly fuperior, authority 
and affe^lion : authority eftablilhcd on pe- 
culiar foundations J and afFeftion impelled 
by peculiar motives to temper the exercife 
of command, and fo to guide the reins as 
to render control produ6tive of the higheft 
attainable benefit to the individual under 
fubjedlion. In the parent alfo is found, ac- 
cording to the general order of nature, that 
fuperiority in pradtical wifdom which qua- 
lifies the pofleflqr for the guidance ofyouth. 
And what is the general declaration of 
fcripture? With the ancient is wifdom % 
and in length of days is underfianding (c). 
Men live not for themfelves alone. The 

• 

aged in the viciflitudes of their pilgrimage 

[h) Prov. i. 8,9. (0 Job,xu. 12. 

have 
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have coUefted experience for the young. 
Such is the inftitution of Providence. 
Let youth refpeft the wifdom and the mer- 
<:y of the appointment, // is good for a man 
that he bear the yoke in his youth [i) : and not 
only the parental yoke, but that alfo which 
for the benefit of the pupil is neceflarily 
impofed by the different inftru6tors under 
whom he is placed. Tb thofe who have the 
rule over you ^ whether it be to watch for your 
fouls as they that muji give account y or to 
impart their acquifitions in literature, in 
icicnce, in profeffional Ikill, in tjhe arts 
and the tranfa£tions of life; render, to 
«ach according to his ftation and office, the 
deference and the affeftion which are due. 
To God alone be infalUbility afcribed. But 
remember that the ground-work of im- 
provement is a teachable fpirit. Diftrvift 
yourfelf. Welcome with refpeftful atten- 
tion the advice of your feniors; fponta- 
neoufly feek counfel from their better 
Judgement. Your conten^poraries in age, 
however amiable their difpofitions, how- 
ever promifing their talents, are expofed 
by youth to thofe very delufions by which 
your own opinions are likely t6 be mifled, 
by which the eyes of your elders may no 

{/) Lament, iii. 27. 

longer 
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longer be dazzled. On what account did 
the ten tribes revolt from Rehoboam ? Be- 
cailfe he forfook the counfel of the old men 
that had food before Solomon his father : 
and anfwered after the advice of the young, 
men that were brought up with him {e). 
When your monitors kindle not with the 
admiration with which you gaze on the 
object before you ; when they rate it at a 
value far inferior to that with which your 
fervid fancy has arrayed it: fay not to 
yourfelf ; " Their feelings are chilled and 
" deadened by time. Their underftand- 
" ing is darkened by the mifts of years. 

They are no longer competent to appre- 
^ date the pleafures within my reach, 

the gratifications belonging to the pAmc 
*' of life/' If, in the fulnefs of felf-fuf- 
ficient confidence, you refufe them credit 
for fuperiority in wifdom : recolleft at leaft 
the obvious advantages under which they 
exercife their judgement. They have trod- 
den the length of the paths, on which you 
are but about to enter. They have proved 
by experiment the acquifitions, concerning 
which you decide only from /peculation. 

III. Clofely allied with the Chriftian ob- 
ligation of docility under the inftrudlion of 

friends 
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friends who are advanced in life, is the duty 
of habitual reverence for age. Thou Jhalt 
pife up before the hoary head^ and honour 
the face of the old man : I am the Lord. Te 
younger^ fubmit yourf elves unto the elder {f)» 
' When Timothy was commiflioned by St* 
Paul to corredt with epifcopal control the 
diforders fubfifting in the church at E phefu s ; 
mark the tendernefs which he was com- 
manded to exercife in checking the faulty 
proceedings of a fuperior in age : Rebuke 
not an elder : but intreat him as a father ; 
and the elder women as mothers. Againji 
4m elder receive not an accufation but before 
two or three witnejfes {£)^ If fuch was to 
be the conduct of Timothy, when inyefted 
with judicial ajathority over the aged : what 
ought to be your conduft r How repug- 
nant to the injundtipns of the Holy Ghoft, 
hp\y aborninable in the fight of God, is 
contemptuous negleft in behaviour to the 
old 1 Wh^t deteftabk ejaormity refts on the 
headof thofe, who convert the infirmities 
of age into a fubje£l of derifion ! If to- 
wards any aged individual negle£l or de- 
rifion be thus heinous : what is the fin of 
thofe who defpife or deride a parent ? "The 
eye that mocketh at his father^ and dcfpifeth 

{/) Lev. xix. 32. I Pet. V. 5. {g) I Tim. it 

J, 2, 15. 
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U obey bi$ mother j the ravens of the valley 
Jhall pick it outy and the young eagles Jhall 
eat it^ What is thejirji commandment with 
fromifi (h)? Honour thy father and thy 
mother. Obferve the impartial equality 
with which the command extends its pro-i 
teclion and confirms its privileges ta each 
of your parents. Within the fcope of this 
command, all periods, fituations, andcir-* 
cumftances are comprifed. But the Spirit 
of God does not fend you forth to the dit* 
charge of filial duties without an injujlc* 
tion immediately refeiring to the cafe of 
aged parents. Hearken unto thy* father that 
begat ^ theey and dejpife not thy mother wheti 
Jhe is old (/). Conformable to tliis injunc- 
tion is the admonition of thefon of Sirach 
-— Grieve not tl^ father as long as he liveth^ 
And if his underfranding fail^ have patience, 
with him : and defpife him noty when thou 
art in thy full jlrength {k). Suftain^ the 
trembling, fteps, fupply the waning facul- 
ties, of the protestors who upheld thee 
while tottering iu infancy, and pondered 
by day and by night for thy good, when 
thou kneweft not thy right hand ixom thy 
kft. If thy career be prolonged ; thou 
alfo (halt be old. Thou fhalt lean on the 

(A) Prov XXX. 17. Eph. vi. *- {*) Prov. xxiii. 2a. 
(i) Eccl'us. iii. 12* 13. 

aria 
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ami of duty: thou (halt call on afFe6tion 
to finooth thy paths. 

IV. The obligations to be confidered in 
the next place may be ranged under the 
comprchenfive head of felf-govemment. . 

73&^ love of Chriji conjirainetb us to Hve 
not unto ourfehesy but unto Him who died for 
as. Behold the foundation of felf-govem- 
mcnt ! The fupports, under -divine grace, 
of felf-govemment, are, firffi, foberminded* 
ncfsj fecondly, the habit of forbearance. 

Sobermindednefs or fobriety, implies the 
difpaffionate contemplation of objefts, 4i- 
vefting them of falfe brilliancy and uiiduc 
importance. To the young, in common 
with their feniors, the general exhortations 
to fobriety, with which the Word of God 
abounds, are directed. But on the youth 
of each fex, as particularly obnoxious to 
delufion through warmth of paffion, vivid- 
nefs of imagination, haftinefs in forming 
conclufions, the fpecioufnefs of new attrac- 
tions, and pronenefs to enthufiaftic admira- 
tion of fome particular virtue, as generofity, 
affeftion, or compaffion, to the comparative 
lieglefl of other Chriftian graces, the duty 
of fobermindednefs, .enjoined on every age^ 
is diftinftly and emphatically impreffed by 

St. Paul, Teach young women to he fiber. 

7 Toung 
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Toung men likewife^ exhort ta be fober^ 
minded (/). Sobermindednefs leads to fdf* 
government by reftify ing the judgement, 
and exercifing through the tncdiufti of thb 
redified judgement, a chaftifing influence 
over the afFedtions. If the youthful Chrif* 
tian is commanded not to lovt the worlds 
nor the things that are in the w/orld; how 
much more reafonable in his apprehenfibn 
is the mandate, how much lefs eager will 
be his attachment to the luji oftheflejh and 
the luji of the eyes and the pride of life^ when 
his underftanding is opened and his heart 
fobered by the reflection that the world 
fajfeth away and the lujis thereof^ but he who 
doetb the will of God ahideth for ever {m) i 

How much more cheerfully will he turn 
from the things which arefeen^ to purfue the 
things whicb are not feen 5 when his foul isi 
penetrated with the conviftion not only 
that the things which are feen are temporal^ 
dnd the things which are not feen eternal i 
but that every defirable objeft of this world 
is of the earthy earthy y and that, as the 
heavens are higher than the earth, fo 
highly exalted in their nature above all 
Worldly objefts are thofe future glories, 
which eye hath not feen ^ nor ear heard^ neither 

(/) Tit. ii. 4. 6. (w) John, li. 1$. 17. 

hath 
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bath it entered into the heart of man t$ 
ionceive (»). 

Habit is in its influence conftant and 
tmiverfal. The tranfaftions of every day 
are exemplifications of its power. No cirw 
cumftances are fo trifling, none fo mo- 
mentous, as to be below or above its jurif- 
diftion. No ftep within the ability of man 
is fo eafy, or fo difficult, as not to be 
cflentially retarded or advanced by the op- 
pofition or the co-operation of cuftomary 
pra6tice. Of all human attainments, felf^ 
government is the mofl: arduous. Better 
is he that ruleth hisfpirity than he that taketk 
A city. Yet arduous as it may be, to falva-; 
tion it is indifpeni%ble. Is it then a mattier. 
of indifference whether the aid of habit 
be cultivated, or defpifed : whether habit 
be fecured as a faithful ally, or converted 
into an obftinate foe ? Is not habit equally 
potent to flrengthen you in forbearance as^ 
in aftion ? Behold the advantage which 
the children of this world derive from th^ 
aflifl:ance of habit in bridling their pafiions, 
in reftrainirig their tongues, in reducing 
their very geftures and looks under fub- 
ordination. . Will not you feek the fame 
aid for nobler ends ? Is it not your wif- 
dom, is it not your duty, to make a cove^ 

(n) 2 Cor. ivc l8t ii. 9; 

nant 
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Htint with your eyeSy and vsrith the thoughts 
of your heart; univerfally to keep undet 
your body and bring it ihto fubjeStiony nay 
even to refrain oh many occafions from 
innocent indulgences for the very purpofe 
of forming and upholding that habit of 
forbearance, whofe power, when confirmed^ 
is in the hands of divine grace of fuch 
Jiignal efficacy iiv^upporting you againft 
temptation? 

The importance iand the right applica- 
tion of a fteady principle of felf-govem- 
ment may be illuftrated by an examination 
of its bearings on various Chriftian duties* 

A fanguine temperament ; buoyant fpirits; 
Want of familiarity with viciffitudes, obfta- 
cles, and difappointments ; donfpire to hurry, 
the young into levity, impatience, haftinefs, 
petulance, and impetuofity. Gravity is 
deemed ftupidity ; caution, fearfulnefs. 
Delay becomes grievous ; oppofition intole- 
rable. Behold a fcene for the exercife 
of felf-govei'nment. By gentlenefs towards 
others, by firmnels of command over your- 
felf, by ferettity, by kindnefs of temper, by 
patient acquiefcence, prove your conformity 
to the meeknefs and gentlenefs ofCbriJi^ and 
prepare yourfelf to remain, under the 
guidance of His Spirit, unruffled amid the 
trials of life. If the veffel is incapable of 

VOL, II. c c regulating 
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regulating its courfe under the fhifting 
^ales and fluftuating tides, which await its 
early departure from the harbour: how (hall 
it ftem the waves and blafts of the middle 
ocean ? 

Temperance difplays a fpacious field for 
felf-government. Who hath woe ? Who 
hath farrow ? Who hath contentions ? Wha 
hath babbling ? Who hath wounds without 
caufc P Who bath rednefs of eyes ? They that 
tarry long at the wine. The moft con- 
firmed abominations of excefs arife from 
imall beginnings. Are you temperate? 
There was a time when the habitual 
drunkard was as temperate. Would you 
ftand faft in temperance? Would you 
be preferved from the additional enormi- 
ties, the fucceflive ftages of profligacy, to 
which intemperance inftigates and hurries, 
its vi6lim ? Abftain from the confines, from 
the very appearance of eviL Place the 
reftraint on the defire. Look not thou upon 
the wine when it is red ; when it giveth its 
colour in the cup. At the laji it bitetb like 
a ferpenty and flingeth Hke an adder {0)^ 
Keep the natural appetite for food under 
uniform difcipline. Every appetite, how-' 
ever natural, however ufeful or requifit?, 

(o) Prov. %x\iu 29— 3a. 

encroaches 
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eftdroaches and enfriares. Take heed td 
yourfelves^ lefi at any time your hearts hi 
t^erchatged with furfeiting (p). To glut- 
tonoiis men their belly is their God. Ab- 
hor faftidiotifnefs of tafte, and a folidtoui 
preference of one kind of viands to ano-> 
ther* Meats for the belly ^ cries St. Paul : 
but I will not be brought under the power 
of any {q). Take no thought y fays your 
Lord, what ye Jhall eaty and what ye Jhalt 
drink: for after thefe things do the Gentile^ 
feek (r). That critical acutenefs of palate, 
that fcientific infight into the compofition 
and qualities of meats and drinks^ in which 
modern favourers of Gentile principles 
make their boaft, is difgraceful to a Chrif- 
tian at any period of life, and Angularly 
difgraceful to the young* 

Moderation is temperance extended from 
the gratifications of the palate to every 
other worldly indulgence, accommodation, 
and purfuit* Let your moderation be knowri 
untd all men : the Lord is at hand {s). In 
this emphatical precept, which as relating 
to a leading branch of felf-^govemment, 
advances claims particularly forcible to the 
obedient attention of youth, the firft object 

^) Ldfce zxi. J4.« {(f) i Cot. ti. 12, 13. 

j^ Mattht n. s It it. (t) ]philipp« iv. j. 
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to which the mind is called, is the duty en- 
joined ; moderation. Confider its nature* 
Guard againft prevailing miftakes on the 
fubje6l. Not to be immoderate \9 not 
moderation. To abftain from intemper- 
rance is not to be temperate. Not to be 
intemperate is a negative abftinence from 
fin. To be temperate is the pofitive prac- 
tice of virtue. Between that abftinence 
and this praflice, haw broad is the fepara- 
tionl Apply the example* How often 
do men take credit to themfelves foy mo- 
deration, when they ought to take fliame 
for the want of it : credit for not proceed- 
ing fo far as others, inftead of (hame for 
proceeding farther than the genuine fpirit 
of Chriftianity allows. The fource of the 
delufion is obvious. They comparethem-^ 
felves with others j not with the word of 
God. Be it your care to judge by the 
true ftandard. If the habits of perfons ia 
your ftation, however moderate the indi- 
viduals, may be deemed by the world, would 
prove immoderate when brouglit to the 
teft of Scripture ; how fhall you ftandguilt- 
lefs, if, with the bible in your hands, you 
follow them? The meafure of the duty in 
every inftance being thus afcertained ; at- 
tend to the manner in which the duty is to 
be difcharged. Let your moderation be known 

tint^ 
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unto all men. Mark the energetic import' 
of the terms. It is by no means fufficient 
that your own confcience, after a folemn 
and fcrutinifing appeal to the word of 
God, pronounces you moderate. Your 
moderation muft be known 5 unoftenta- 
tioufly, but decidedly, known. There muft 
be no opening left for equitable doubt. 
Your conduft muft be unequivocally fuch, 
both in its general tenor and in each par- 
ticular inftance, as to exclude all fubftan- 
tial ground. for uncertainty as to your mo- 
deration. And to whom is your modera- 
tion to be thus known ? To your friends 
and neighbours ? Unto all men. Its cha- 
rafters muft be fo confpicuoufly impreffed 
upon every part of your proceedings, that 
even a ftrangex could not reafonably fufpeft 
its reality ; that all who poffeli if . it be 
but a flight knowledge of your condition 
and circumftances, fliall be conftrained by 
irrefiftible evidence to fay within their 
hearts; " This man lives under the Chrif^ 
" tian influence of moderation." " But will 
" not our moderation," you reply, " bemif* 
*^ judged by the worldly-minded as narrow- 
^^ nefs of fpirit, as parfimony, or even as 
^' pride V Very probably. The mifconcep- 
tion however is the concern of thofe who 
misjudge. Yqu have done your p^rt. To 

c c 3 . da 
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do lefs than your part, becaufe others may * 
misjudge your condudl, would be to re- 
gard man more than God, " But will not 
^' Chriftian moderation make us fingular ? ■' 
On many occafions affuredly . Let not your - 
heart be troubled. Be fingular: not for the 
^ke of Angularity, but of moderation. 
Never be (fingular for the fake of bdng 
lingular : never fhrink from being fingular 
for the fake of being virtuous. If you arc 
fingular becaufe you remain in the path of 
duty while others have deviated from it y 
it is they who have left you, not you who 
have left them, If you are fingular becaufo 
you have chofen the path of falvation,. while 
your contemporaries have even from child- 
hood preferred the way of deftrvjftion : what 
folly to be aftiamed of your fingularity ! 
what jnad^efs to relinquiftiyour ingftimable 
advantage, that you may be their compa- 
nion ^n condmination. Let not your heart 
be trojibled. Carry on yoiir view to thq 
motive, by which the duty of moderation, 
pf depided and avowed and confpicuous 
moderation, is enforced. I'he Lord is at 
pand. Behold here the grand encourage- 
ment to fober-mindednefs and forbear- 
ance ! Behold here the grand fupport un- 
fier fingularity and conteppt ! The fafliion 
pf tjiis wo?ld pafTeth away. Syperiority 
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will (hoitly be levelled, gratifieatioa ex- 
tinguifhed, poffeffion terminated, by death. 
After death cometh the judgement. As to 
future bleffednefs or mifery, judgement.but 
promulgates the fentence irrevocably fealed 
by death. The Lord is at hand to deter- 
mine your everlaftiiig doom: to receive his 
faithful foldier into glory, or to confign' 
his irreclaimable enemy to perdition. The 
end of all things is at hand: be ye therefore 
fober^ and watch unto prayer. 

There are two fubjefts, commonly fe- 
ducing to youth, to which the preceding^ 
reflexions on moderation may briefly be 
applied 5 drefs, and amufements. 

The minds of young men are engaged 
by the concerns of life, in employment 
more ferious and lefs frequently intermitted; 
than the occupations which belong to their 
contemporaries of the weaker fex. And 
while women are lefs expofed than men to 
the aflaults of the ruder paflions ^ the ad-' 
vantage is counterbalanced by a greater 
liability to temptations connefted with pet- 
fonal appearance. Hence perhaps it is that 
the wifdom of God addrefles the female 
fex with fepar^te and emphatical admoni- 
tions. / will that women adorn t he mf elves 
in modejl apparel with fiamefacednefs and 
fobriety^ not with br older ed hair or goldj or 

c c 4 pearls^ 
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pearls^ or cojily array : not with the outward 
adorning of plaiting the bair^ of wearing of 
gold^ or of putting on of apparel [t). If thq 
temperate ufe on fome pccafions of the 
modes of ornament here fpecified be r&p 
cognifed as confiftent with the fpirit of 
the injunftion; no fuch confiftency can 
be allowed tp a needlefs indulgence, or 
a vain delight, in any kind of fhewy 
qr expenfive decoration. And foppery or 
coftly array in young men is even more 
criming than fimiiar difregard of fcriptiiral 
precepts in young women. From both, 
fe^fes, unobtrufive fimplicity in drefs, and 
refolute oppofition to extravagance, and to 
every fafhion, however prevalent, which 
borders pn indelicacy, aye indifputably rct 
quired/ To both fexes has Jcfus Chrift 
iffued the mandate 5 Take no thought wba( 
yejhall put on. To bpth fexes has he de-r 
dared that to be folicitous concerning drefs 
was one pf the chaf afteriftics of the fmful 
Gentiles. Ren^ember that it is the prin- 
ciple, not the nation, which conftitutes the 
heathen. Remember too that, if fm in- 
duced the neceffity of clothing; to be vain 
of our habiliments is indeed to glory in ouf 
fhame.' 

(/) 1 Tim H. 9. I Pet. iu.j. 
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Amufements, linful in their own nature, 
or bringing with them temptations dan- 
gerous to young perfons in general or to 
yourfelf in particular, many virtues com- 
mand you to renounce. Moderation ad- 
vances a ftep farther in the path of forbear- 
ance 5 and requires you to exercife reftraint 
^s to indulgence in amufements neither 
blameable in tbemfelves, nor, within cer- 
tain limits, detrimental to you. She pro- 
nounces that amufement, transformed into 
bufmefs, becomes fin* She warns you that 
with moft amufements the fedu6tions pf 
vanity are blended; that with all, the 
ihares of indolence are interwoven: She 
l^ids you contemplate the irkfome vacuity, 
ijito \Yhich they, to whom a particular re- 
creation has been rendered habitual, are 
plunged when it is cafually precluded. 
She tells you that in whatever proportion 
. the time beftowed on any amufement is 
too great 5 exa6lly in the fame proportion 
too little is affigned to fome occupation of 
duty. She tells you that unlefs by uni- 
fprm felf-command, and occafional felf- 
denial, you retain the complete maftery 
pver yourfelf as to innocent and fafe in- 
dulgences ; it is impoffible that you ftiould 
withftand with eafe, it is improbable that 
you Ihould a6lually v^ithftand the allure- 

7 njents 
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ments of reprehenfible gratifications. It is 
the unhappincfs of many perfons, efpecially 
of the female fex, to experience fuch ar^ 
education, to be accuftomed at home na 
lefs than abroad to fuch difcourfe and fuch* 
examples, as to be led to regard amufe- 
ments as an unruffled fea of pleafures, 
where, roving from one happy ifland to 
another, they are to be repaid for the 
thraldom of fchools and inftruftion. O 
wretched ignorance of human duties ! O 
miferable efliniatc of the objefts of human 
cxiftence ! If at any time you feel a fenfa- 
tion of painful difappointment, when pre- 
vented from partaking in fome expedled 
amufement ; be affured that your heart 
rates amufement at too high a value; A 
child may be excufable if difconcerted 
when the butterfly, which it was on the 
point of feizing, eludes its grafp. Let the 
welWnftrufted Chriflian be fober : let him 
eftimate trifles as trifles, and confider things 
indifferent with indifference. 

There remains yet one fubjeft, with re- 
fpe6l to which felf-government muft be 
exemplified; purity. 

Purity commands you to fiee youthful 
lujis («), under whatever form, and in 
whatever degree, they may prefent them- 

{u) 2 Tim. ii. 22. 
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felves ; and to renounce all incitements to 
fin, all fociety, all fcencs, all books, all dif« 
eourfe, which tend to inflame the paflions 
or to pollute the imagination. No unclean 
perfon — * ponder well the fcriptural comprc^ 
henfivenefs of the term — No unclean perfon 
Jball inherit the kingdom of God {x). 

Purity claims alfo the regulation of the 
demeanour and conduct of young perfons 
towards thofe of the. other fex. 

It was even on Timothy, the eminently 
virtuous Timothy, that St. Paul prefled the 
admonition, to treat the younger women as 
fjiers^ with all purity. The phrafe implies 
not only a confcientious abhorrence of every 
aftion, of every word, which is an offence 
againft the feelings of modefty ; but a fcru- 
pulous abftinence from indifcreet familia- 
rity, a guarded forbearance from unbecom- 
ing levity, a caijtious avoidance of every 
proceeding likely to impair the habit of deli- 
cate propriety. If fuch are the obligations 
incumbent on young men 5 what circum- 
(pe6l referve, what fanftity of manners^ 
does God require from women ! Let each 
fex be aware that, by ftudied afliduities and 
particular attentions, to entrap through mo- 
tives of vanity or felfijfhnefs the affections 
pf another, is among the moft cruel fpecies 

(«) QaL V. 7, I Cor. vi. 9> &c« 
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of robbery and fraud. Let them fo regu- 
late their deportment as tacitly to prevent 
or* to remove mifconceptions on the part 
of thofe, who may groundlefely deem 
themfelves objefts of efpecial regard. With 
equal care, with an equally firm convidlion 
of duty, let them watch over their bofbms, 
that their own afFeftions be not haftily 
feized. If in the commoneft tranfaftions 
of life the glory of God is to be the ruling 
principle of a Chriftian 5 is that principle 
to be difnjiffed, is it to be poftponed, in the 
moft important engagement, marriage ? 
Shall the bleffrng of the Lord of all accom^ 
pany a contraft, in which his honour is 
ilighted, his approbation held of fecondary 
importance ? Do you feek the glory of 
God ? Do you hope for his bleflirlg 5 
Cherifti not a thought of being united tq 
another in marriage, until you have folid 
grounds for deliberate belief that the indi- 
vidual in queftion is a true fervant of Chrift ; 
a fervant of Chrift not in the loofe accept? 
ation of the terms prevalent in a carelefs 
worlii, but in that comprehenfivje and 
fcriptural import which at the laft day 
they (hall be found to have involved. If 
perfonal atra6lions, or amiable manners, or 
lucrative or fplendid conne6lions, prepon-^ 
derate in your heart ; yo« are the flave of 
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engaging features, or of alluring demeanour, 
or of intereft, or of ambition ; not the fer- 
vant of Jehovah. . Hear the voice of God 
prohibiting his chofen people from mar- 
riages with idolators. Hear St. Paul com- 
manding Chriftians to marry only in the 
Lord{y). Hear him, in the very paflage 
which is the foundation of the prefent 
difcourfe, commanding them not to be yoked 
unequally with unbelievers. What felloivJJnpj 
he exclaims, hath righteoufnefs with un^* 
righteoufnefs? What communion hath light 
with darknefs ? What concord hath Chriji 
with Belial? What part hath he that be^ 
lieveth with an infidel ? Let it not be fup- 
pofed that the energy of thefe words re- 
fpefts merely the cafe of a Chriftian about 
to marry a heathen or a fceptic* It re- 
i^e6ls the cafe of a Chriftian meditating 
marriage with any perfon whom God re* 
gards as not a Chriftian^ : a perfon who, like 
the covetous man^ or the glutton, being en- 
^ ilaved to fome habit of unrighteoufnefs, is 
ftamped by the Scriptures an idolator ; a 
perfon who lives not unto Chrift, and there- 
fore has no efficient faith in Chrift; a per- 
fon whofcj heart, idolifing the world, is 
cold and formal as to genuine religion. 
Refleft on the danger which would necef- 

(jr) t Cor. vH. 39, 

farily 
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i^rily enfue to your own principles no lefs 
than to your happinefs, from an union wirii 
a partner not truly religious : and you will 
confefs that on this as on every occafion 
intereft moves hand in hand with duty* 
Guard then your afFeftions againft fudden 
and premature impreflions. Look pro- 
marily to the religious chara6ler of the in- 
dividual, towards whom you feel a dawn- 
ing of regard. Weigh circumftances with 
preciiion : weigh them under a lively fenfe 
of your predifpofition to fee all things with 
a favourable eye. If attachment infinuat- 
ing itfelf into the bofom has been permit- 
ted to make progrefs, ere you difcover that 
its obje6l is in the primary qualification de- 
feftive : how diftreffing is the alternative^ 
of relinquifhing your profpefts at the ex- 
pence of a bitter facrifice, or of perfifting 
at the rifle of your prefent and eternal wel- 
fare ! But if you fhrink from the facrifice, 
you do not love God above alL In making 
it, whatever you fuffer, you fuffer as a 
Chnfiian ; you fuffer for righteoufnefs fake* 
In fuch fufferings bleffed are you. A61 thus 
in all things, and you fhall be blefled 
through your Redeemer for even 
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Come out from among them^ and be ye fepa^ 
rate ^ faith the Lord^ and touch not the un^ 
clean thing : and I will receive you, and 
will be a father unto you , and ye foalt be 
my fons and daughters^ faith the Lord Al- 
mighty. Having therefore thefe promifes^ 
dearly beloved ', let us cleanfe ourf elves 
from all filthinefs ofJieJJj andfpi^^it, per* 
feSling holinefsin the fear of God. 

THE Chriftian graces of piety, docility, 
and reverence for age, together with 
the leading obligations into which felf- 
government is ramified, were inveftigated 
in the preceding difcourfe with efpecial 
regard to their influence on the condu6t of 
youth. May the guidance of the Holy 
Spirit direft, and His bleffing prbfper, bur 
. . II inquiries 
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inquiries into feveral branches of duty, 
which remain to be examined with a fimi'- 
lar reference. 

, V. With felf-govei^rtient difcrttion lal 
intimately connefted. Each borrows aid 
from the other, and lends reciprocal affif!:- 
ance. If, in proportion as difcretion in- 
fluences the charafter, the path is fmoothed 
for the exercife of felf- command 5 in pro-^ 
portion likewife as fober-mindednefs and 
forbearance produce experimental effeft^ 
on the conduct, the difcriminating powers 
of difcretion are ftrengthened, and the ex- 
ertion of them is rendered prompt, eafy^ 
and determinate. I'ogive to the young man 
difcretion^ was an objeft which occupied the 
heart of the wifefl* of men. Myjon^ keep 
found wifdom and difcretion*. Difcretion fhalt 
preferve thee, andjkall be Ufe unto thy fouL 
Let the aged teach young women to be dif^ 
creet. I will that the younger women give 
none occafon to 4he adverfary to fpeak re^ 
proachfully [a). Such are the precepts of 
the Moft High. What confummate, what 
truly fcriptural, difcretion, was manifefted 
by the incarnate Son of God, when he re- 
pelled the tempter in the wildernefs ; and 

(«) ProT. i. 4. il II. iii. a<» 23. Tit. ii. 5. 1 Tim. 
¥• 14* 
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when he turned afide the enfnaring quet- 
tions of his enemies ! Be yours the wif# 
dom of the ferpent with the harmleffnefs 
of the dove. Difcretion neither recom-^ 
mends immoderate fufpicion 5 nor en^ 
trenches on candid fimpUcity and ingenuous' 
openncfs ; nor authorifes the fmalleft devia- 
tion from the path of fincerity. But, as in-- 
eluding vigilant and cautious deliberation^ 
itimpofes a curb on the natural precipitance 
of the young : requires them to examin?^ 
ere they choofe 5 to underftand before they 
decide j to diftinguifh between qualities ia : 
fome points fimilar ; to prefer a fubftance 
to a {hadow, an enduring to a tranfient en^ 
joyment, a great good though remote to a 
trifling acquifition at hand. It regulates 
words no lefs than a6lions; inculcates 
leafonable filencej enjoins compofure of 
deportment 3 upholds ferenity of rnind^ 
How many unguarded fpeeches, how many 
rafti compliances, how many unwife en- 
gagements, how many difputes, mifcon- 
ceptions, offences, and animofities, fubjc6ls 
all of fubfequait and unavailing anxiety, 
would difcretion have precluded! How 
many wafted opportunities of prudent 
remark, of falutary advice, of aftive ufeful- 
nefs,. would difcretion have feized!. Dis- 
cretion exa£ls a rational appropriation of 
VOL. lu p D tiitie. 
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•tiihe, and a judicious feleftion of employ-^ 
ments. It profcribes noxious and trifling 
books; and, among the diverfity of im- 
proving ftudies, dire6ls your eye to thofe 
which, according to your ftation, promife 
the larjgeft portion of defirable fruit. It 
forbids eagernefs and curiofity to exhauft 
the powers of youth in berandlefs excur- 
fions throughout the regions of learning jr 
and inftrufts you to limit your purfuit to 
obje6ls not furpaffing your grafp by their 
number or by their magnitude. Again and 
again it founds in your ear the danger of 
evil communication : warns you thajt amiable 
feelings give no aflurance of religion : that 
alluring manners may veil. a profligate 
lieart : that wit comperifates riot for vice, nor 
gay eheerfulnefs for indifference to piety. 
It reminds you that all the delight of the 
Pfalmifl: was in fuch as excelled in virtue i 
that he was a companion to them that feared 
God I that men will form their judgement 
concerning you from the chara6ler of thofe 
with whom you affbciate : and that, ac- 
cording to the natural propenfity of your 
heart to evil and the powerful contagion 
of corrupt example, an unfavourable judge- 
ment, if at prefent premature, will pro- 
bably be verifiedr 

- VL In 
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Viv In the general deportment and con- • 
tlu£t of fociety the young receive a peculiar 
meafure of benevolent attention. Their 
minds too have not as yet forgotten early 
ieflbns and habits of compliance x nor loft 
the w^^rmth of afFeftion or of fanguine cre- 
dulity amidft protrafted experience of hypo- 
crify and felfifhnefs. Hence the Chriftian 
duty of benevolence urges its demands on 
youth v^ith greater pofitive advantages, and 
in the face of fewer obftacles, than exift in 
maturer life* If the worlds tolerant as it 
may be where age has chilled the feelings 
of fympathy, and caution has chained the 
hand of liberality, regards youthful malig*- 
nity and youthful unkindnefs, and even 
youthful apathy withdeteftation : with what 
eyes fhall God, who pronounces the want 
of benevolence utterly imchriftian in any 
period, behold it in the young ? Though 
the relief of the diftreffed by pecuniary af- 
fiftance, or by thofe comforts which money 
can purchafe, is fo far from conftituting the 
fubftance of benevolence, that you may be^ 
jlow ^11 your goods to feed the poor and be to- 
tally devoid of Chriftian charity-, it is yet one 
of the fruits which true benevolence cannot 
but render. If any man hath this world's 
gpod^ and feeth his brother have needy and 
Jhutteth up his bowels of compaj^on from him ; 

D D 2 ^ow 
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how dwelleth the love of God in him {h) t 
If we are all members one of another, fel- 
low-members of that body of which Chrifi 
is the head: if to feed the hungry, to give 
drink to the thirfty, to take in the ftranger, 
to clothe the naked, to vifit the fick and 
the prifoner, is to minifter to the neceflities 
of Chrift {c) : hov^* dwelleth the love of our 
Redeemer in us, if we minifter not to thofc 
whom He is not ajhamedio call his brethren^ 
whofe treatment he confiders as expe- 
rienced by himfelf ? To ceconomy as a 
branch of felf-government a flight allufioh 
has recently been made. Let ceconomy 
now be regarded in a point of view ftill 
more attraftive : let it be regarded as the 
fountain appropriated to feed the ftream of 
beneficence. If we are direfted to look 
every man to the things of others : if the poor 
.man is commanded to work with his hands, 
that he may have to give to him that need-^ 
eth : Shall not youth in eafy circumftance^ 
fave that it may beftow ? Shall youth content 
itfelf with the renunciation of expenfive va- 
nities ? Shall it not delight to impofe filence 
on many guiltlefs defircs > to facrifice man}/^ 
lawful indulgences j to reftrifl: within nar- 
rower lunits the portion of time emjJoyed in 

(J) I John, Hi. 17. (c) Mfitth. j^y. jj* Sec. 
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harmlefs but unprofitd;ble and unneceflary 
occupations; that by difpenfing bounty with 
a larger hand, by diffufing comfort over a 
wider circle of mifery, it may gratify itfelf 
not merely in the ampler exercife of com- 
paffion, but in more abundant manifefta- 
tions of love to its God and its Redeemer ? 
-Chrift, the Chriftian^s model, pleafed not 
himfelf^ lived not to his own.eafe arid grati- 
fication. L^ youth obey his precepts, and 
copy his example. 

By the operation of benevolence on the 
heart let the young be guarded againft that 
pronenefs to entertatin hafty jealoufies, and 
to form uncharitable opinions, to which, 
amidft the unexpefted difcoveries of evil 
in their afibciates, they will be tempted. 
In contemplating thofe whom on thewholc 
you difapprove, let the eye be no lefs open 
to merits than to failings. Let the failings 
of another teach you to meditate on your 
own offences. Univerfally difcreet, fami- 
liar exclufively with the good ; be candid, 
and courteous, and benevolent to all. 

VII. Of youth one of the principal orna- 
ments is diffidence. With fome of the 
duties already inveftigated, particularly voXYi 
docility and reverence of age, diffidence is 
intinaately joined. ^ So extenfive however 

D D 3 are 
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are its bearings on the charafter, fogenerat 
is its importance as a fafeguard to youthful 
virtue, that its claims to feparate confidera- 
tion are not be withftood. To be little 
in your own eyes; to diftruft your own 
powers ; to deem humbly of your own at-»- 
tainmentsj to feek for wifdom froni the 
experienced ; to honour all men j in lowli-. 
nefs of mind to efteem others better than 
yourfelf J to flee the haunts of tempta- 
tion; to reprefs the Tallies of vanity; to 
nip afFeftation in the bud; to relift the 
fuggeftions of pride ; to turn a deaf ear to 
the perfuafions of ambition 5 to recoil from 
the voice of flattery; to receive bleflings 
with lively confcioufnefs of demerit ; to 
refign them with thankfulnefs that they 
have been enjoyed fo long : thefe are 
among the lefTons of dijflSdence. Plainnefs 
and modefty of apparel are indifpen fable 
tokens of diffidence. So pronounces St, 
Paul, when, in contradiftin6lion to decora- 
tions confiding m gold and pearls andcojlly 
array y he direfts that women fhould adorn 
themfelves with Jhamefacednefs {d). Diffi- 
dence is like wife infeparable from meejcnefs. 
Their union is repeatedly prefuppofed in 
t:he injunctions of Holy Writ. Thus 

(d) I Tim, ii, 9. 

when 
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when the female fex is warned by St. Peter. 
* againft a fondnefs for exterior embellifti- 
ments ; the Apoftle, according to the di- 
vine wifdom ftamped on every page of the 
Scriptures, fubjoins : Let their adorning be 
the ornament of a meek and quiet fpirit ; an 
ornament whicby however undervalued, 
neglefted, or defpifed by the world, is in 
the fight of God of great price {e\. If low- 
linefs and humility, if convi6lion of inhe- 
rent weaknefe, if gratitude for undeferved 
mercies are requifite in every Chriftian: 
from every age and fex diffidence is re- 
quired. If the obligation is to be ftrength- 
cned by confcioufiiefs of inexperience : it 
binds additional ties around youth. If 
delicacy of frame and of mind, naturally 
predifpofing to diffidence, are efpecial in- 
dications of the divine will : then is thq 
want of diffidence peculiarly ofFenfive in 
young women. The declared obje6l of 
the Scriptures with relpeft to the female 
fex is to form a retiring charafter. To be 
keepers at borne ; to guide the houfe ; to be 
obedient to their hu/bands 5 to bring up their 
children ; to unite y^^r, modeft and relpeft- 
fill deference, with chajie converfation \ not to 
htidlerSy nor tattlers^ norbujy-'bodiesynovwan'- 

(^) I Pet. iii. 4, 

P P 4 derers 
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derersfrom heufe to boufe j thefc are amongf 
the facred precepts defigned to imprefs and 
to fuftain it. Againft that charafter the 
prevailing fyftem of modern education and 
modern proceedings declare? war. If the 
precept to be adorned with famefacednefs^ 
yrhen prefented to parents aad inltruftors, 
be recei\^ed with paffive acqniefcence in- 
tending no. practical regard j it experiences 
favourable treatment. More frequently it 
is encountered with a fmile of felf-com-w 
placent fagacity, with open indifference, or 
with undifguifed contempt; as an anti- 
quated injundtion abrogated by eflablifhed 
cuftom, a maxim annulled as inconiiftent 
with the fuperior tafte and breeding of a po* 
lifhed age. And the pupil who is unfortunate 
toough to betray fymptoms of a tend^cy 
to exemplify it, hears her conformity to a 
fcriptural model, hej obfervance of a fcrip* 
tnral duty, pronounced vulgarity and ig^ 
Iterance of the \yorld ; and is taught that 
the adorning which God has beftowed an4 
enjoined is in the eyes of enlightened fa^ 
Aion a blemilh and a difgrace. The leading 
concern of the greater number of thofe 
perlbns, who as relatives or guardians havq 
the fuperintendence of young women, 
feems to be, firft, to train up the pupil in 
.^complifhments fojr thepurpofe pf difplays 
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and, afterwards, to pufh her forward into 
fituations contrived for difplaying thenu 
To aft thus is ftyled " doing juftice" to her! 
If, from thefe leflbns, and this difciplinc 
(he fhould efcape with the feelings of diffiU 
dence unfubdued ; (he is configned to the 
influence of that general and unabaflied 
familiarity, which conftitutes, in the apprc* 
henfion of multitudes, the cafe and perfect 
tion of modern manners. Remember ye 
young, the inftruftions of your God. Let 
not cuftom with her countlefs wor-s - 
Clippers feduce you to deem effrontery 
politenefs; or to regard a Chriftian grace, 
as dependent on the fanftion of an idoL 
Come out from among tbem^ and be ye fe^ 
farate. 

But while diffidence is affiduoufly chc^ 
rifhed as no lefs in itfclf a virtue than a3 
the ornament and guard of every other 
virtue i let not its nature be fomifconceived;. 
its influence fo unwifely extended, as ta 
rob the mind of felf-pofleflion. Amidfl: in- 
genuous humility and retiring meekncfs, 
let difcernment to perceive the track of 
duty, promptitude to enter it, perfeverance, 
to abide in it, be unimpaired. Let not 
Chriftian modefty degenerate into falfe 
fhame. Be not ajhamedy when it concernetb 
thy foul n For there is ajhame that bringetb 
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fin : and there is ajbame which is glory and 
' grace. Accept no perfon againji thy foully 
and let not the reverence of any man caufc 
thee to fall. Be not thou ajhamed of the law 
^fthe Moft High. Be not thou ajhamed of 
the tejiimony of our Lord{f). Ridicule is 
the weapon which the diffidence of youth 
is leaft able to parry. Take then to thy- 
fclf the Jhield of faith. > That fliield no 
dart of the wicked one can penetrate. 
Whenfinmrs entice thee^ confent thou not. 
Follow not a multitude to do evil. Remember 
Him, who for thy fake hid not his face from 
Jbame andfpitting^ endured the crpfs^ defpifed 
tbejhame[g): Remember his aweful de^ 
nunciation : Whofoever Jhall be ajhamed of 
me and my words^ of him Jhall the Son of 
man be ajhamedywhen be comet h in his own 
glory and the glory of the Father (h). Re- 
member the Apoftles of your Lord, who 
rejoiced that they were counted worthy- to 
fiiffer Jhame for hif name (/). As Chriji has 
fuffered for us; arm yourfelf likewife with 
the fame mind. If ^^y manfuffer as a Cbrif^ 
tian^ let him not be ajloamed; but let him 
glorify God on this behalf Blejfed art thou 
when men Jhall revile tbee^ and J ay all man^ 

(/) Eccl'us, IV. 20 — 21. xlii. I, 2. 2 Tim. i. 8. 
(^) If. 1. 6. Heb. xii. 2. [h) Mark, viii. 38J - 

l..ukej ix. 26. (i) Ai!lS| v. 41. 

ner 
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ner of evil concerning thee Jdlfely for the 
fake of Chriji, Rejoice and be exceeding 
glad{k). Maintain not an unhallowed 
filence, when evil is {tt before thee. With 
meeknefs, yet openly and firmly, bear thy 
teftimony to the commandments of thy 
Redeemer. Confefs Him before menj* 
thaty when He fhall appear ^ thou mayeji have 
confidence^ and not b& ajhamed before Him 
at His coming (/). 

VIII. A duty whofe claims on youth arc 
particularly ftrong, whofe fphere embraces 
every duty already inculcated, finally pre-' 
fents itfelf. This duty is Exertion. 

He that gather eth in fummer^ is a wife 
fon {m). If to require much from thofe 
to whom much has been committed be a 
rule of equity fo obvious, as to have efta- 
blifhed by the common confent of man- 
kind its authority over worldly tranfaftions; 
do you forget that God has promulgated 
this identical rule as the criterion of your 
final doom ? The line of exertion traced 
out by the hand of duty for the youth of 
either fex will be varied by the elevations 
find depreflions, and by every other variety 

(^) I Pet. iv. I. 16. Matth. v. 11, (/) i ]6hxkp 

ijL 28, (i?i) Prov. X. 5. 

of 
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of local circumftances, which diverfitics of 
rank and fituation introduce into that part 
of the map of life through which in dif- 
ferent inftances it is conduced. And in 
all cafes the exertion of young women will 
predominate iji the unobtrufive offices of 
domeftic life ; that of the robufter fex in 
the laborious cares of bufinefs. Rejoice 
then, ye young, in your, ftrength. Rejoice, 
not that you have ftrength for toilfomc 
diffipation and linful indulgence : but 
ftrength to dedicate to God; ftrength to 
£iftain the declining years and requite the 
tarly folicitude of a parent ; ftrength to 
uphold a brother or a fifter tottering in the 
rugged paths of tribulation y ftrength to 
jfuccour a circle of relatives and friends in 
^proportion to their refpeflive claims and 
neceffities ; ftiength to prove by aftive and 
diyerfified ufefulnefs that you love your 
jicighbour as yourfelf ; ftrength to fuperin*^ 
tend and guide in the fear of God a houfe- 
hold or progeny of your own ; ftrength to 
labour in the difcharge of the duties at- 
tached to the ftation in which He who dif. 
pofes the lot of all men has ordained that 
you fhould labour for Him. Rejoice, ye 
young : rejoice and glorify your Redeemer, 
' Be not partaken of other men's Jins : keep 

yourfehes 
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ymrfelves pure. Bear fruit abundantly unto 
Chrift. Lay up treafures for life everlaft- 
ing. Employ your unbroken vigour, your 
unclouded minds, as injiruments ofrighteouf- 
nefsnto holinefs*, inftruments for promoting 
the temporal and eternal welfare of your- 
felves, and of all with whom you are con^- 
nected. Look to Him who went about 
doing good ? to Him whofe meat and drink 
it was to do the will of His Father. Be 
diligent in well-doing. Be not enfhared into 
a purfuit of trifles. Work, thou who art 
entering on the days of thy prime, work 
for God and for man. Work for confcience 
fake ; work till the night cometh when no 
man can work. Then, when thy limbs 
tremble with age, and languor creeps over 
thy frame; then fhall thine heart be 
cheered with the remembrance of paft 
exertion : then (halt thou blefs the grace 
of God, which difpofed and enabled thee 
to bear with faithful perfeverance the bur-» 
then and heat of the day. 

In the fubjefts which have occupied the 
prefent and the preceding difcourfe, you 
have contemplated, my youthful friends, 
the principal marks of that fcriptural cha- 
rafter, for the attainment of which your 
God commands you to eome forth and be 
feparate from the world, ^oucb not the un-r 
13 . ^ clean 
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clean thing. A fdlemn and moft corhpfd* 
lienlive injunftion! You are furrounde^. 
by contagion. Contamination lurks on. 
every fide* The obje6ts which cuftom and 
example obtrude on your regard are too 
often like unto whited fepulchreSy which in*- 
deed appear beautiful outwardly^ but within 
are full of dead men s bones and all unclean^ 
nefs. The paths which you are invited to 
tread lead among graves which appear nofj 
and the men that walk over them are not 
aware of them. Linger not in the pfecinfts 
of deftruftion* Sport not amidft the breath 
of infe6lion. Pity the wretched vi6tims of 
corruption : but come out from among them 
andbeyefeparate. Such is the mandate! 
Does the Father of mercies iffuea command 
unaccompanied with encouragement to 
obedience ? Never. What, in the prefent 
inftance, is the encouragement ? / will re^ 
ceive you^ and will be a Father unto yoUy and 
ye fhall be my fons and daughters^ faith the 
Lord Almighty. " What though folly fliuts 
" her doors againft your return ? My por- 
" tals open at your approach. What though 
" pride difclaims your friendfhip ? I will 
" love you as a Father. What though the 
*^ world difowiis you as her children ? Ye ftiall 
" be my fons and daughters," faith Jehovah. 
Within the fcopc of this promife what blef- 

fing 



CharaSters of Toiah. 4^5 

fing is not comprifed ? To be refciied from 
the dominion of darknefs and tranflated 
into the kingdom of light ; to be trans- 
formed from enemies into fervants of the 
JVIoft High^ to be made objefts of love to 
Infinite Goodnefs ; to be fheltered under 
the wings of Omnipotence ; to be guided 
by the fuperintendcnce of Eternal Wifdom j 
to be wafhed in the blood, fanftified by the 
grace, accounted as the brethren and lifters 
of God's Incarnate Son ; to receive into our 
hearts the fpirit of adaption ^whereby we cry^ 
Abba^ Father ! to have the Spirit itf elf bear 
ivitnefs with our fpirit that we are the chil^ 
dren ofGod^y to be heirs of God and joint 
heirs with Chrijl ^ to rejoice under every 
earthly trial with joy unfpeakable and full of 
glory ^ in the conviftion of the love of our 
heavenly Father, and in the hope of an in- 
corruptible inheritance of blifs : thefe arc 
among the privileges of the fons and daugh- 
ters of the Almighty. Having therefore 
thefe promifes^ dearly beloved ^ let us cleanfe 
ourfelves from allfilthinefs offlejh xind fpirit ^ 
perfeBing holinefs in the fear of God. Mark 
therarneftn^fs of afFeftionate entreaty with 
which the Apoftle animates you to labour 
for the high prize of your calling. Ifpeak^ 
he cries, almoft immediately before he de- 
livers the words of the text. If peak as unto 

15 my 
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my children. Bear with me if I feel a pof* 
*ion of his earnefVnefs. Ifpeak as unto fny 
<bildren. Shall thefe ftupendous mercies 
he propofcd to you in vain ? When thei 
iord of the univerfe, the God whofe fa^ 
vour conftitutes the bkffednefs of angels 
and archangels, dftretches forth to you> un- 
worthy and finful as he knows you to be, 
the arms of paternal love: do you recoils^ 
tfo you hefitate, do you loiter? When Jefiis 
tlie Redeemer of mankind points to the 
crofs on which he died for your offences, 
and thence dire6i:s your eyes to the man- 
fions in His Father's houfe : will you prove 
yourfelves dead to gratitude, blind to glory? 
When the Spirit of fanftification is foli- 
citous to fhed abroad the love of God in 
your hearts ; will you refufe the grace of 
adoption, will you feal yourfetves the chil- 
dren of the devil ? Far be fuch infatuation ! 
Be you, like youthful Timothy,. an example 
to believers. Haften to range yourfelves 
under the flandard of heaven. Survey the 
promifed recompenfe, the vi6lor's crown • 
But prepare your hearts for the warfare. 
Prepare to contend 2i^2i\Vi^ principalities xind 
powers of darknefs, againft the rulers of the 
darknefs of this worlds againft the prince of 
this worlds the God of this world. Prepare to 
$ght againft evil defues, and corrupt ex- 
ample^ 
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ample,' to cleanfe yourfelves from all filthinefs 
of flefh and fpirit . The* body of corruption 
ttiuft be kept under abfolute control. The 
deeds of the flefh muft be mortified 5 its 
afFeftions and lufts muft be crucified. The 
baptifinal vow muft be fulfilled. The vain 
imaginations of the heart muft be re- 
prefled; the malignant paffions quelled 5 the 
alpiring fcheme^, the prefumptuous con- 
fidence, the empty wifdom of unhumbled 
Aatiiffe renounced. Every thought muft 
be brought into fubje6tion, reduced under 
captivity to Chrift Jefus, There muft be 
no referve ; no bartering and trafficking for 
heaven ; no pretext of compenfation for 
one finful habit by many a£ts of obedience. 
The furrender of the foul to God muft be 
total. The fpirit of holinefs muft be obeyed 
in all things, and the whole man, body, 
foul, and fpirit, muft be thankfully furren- 
dered to his guidance. Not {omt filthinefs 
but all filthinefs muft be abjured : not all 
filthinefs of Xhtflep only, but all filthinefs 
alfo of the fpirit. The purpofe of cleanfing^ 
the pra6tical aim of cleanfing, muft be uni- 
verfal. Nothing which pollutes in the 
eyes of God muft be tolerated. Not only 
muft all filthinefs be cleanfed away, but 
holinefs muft be perfected. A negative cha- 
rafter is unknown to the Scriptures, If 
^ VOL. II, EE you 
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you are anxious to be purified from iniquitj;^ 
you are anxious likewifc for pofitivc acqui*- 
fitions, for coBtinual progrefs in hoHne&» 
For thofe acquiiitions m that progre^, you 
are inceflantly to labour. The pattern of 
your Saviour is to dwell upon yoiar mind* 
To transfer into your own difpofitkms an 
tn^reafing porticm of hk Spirit > to fona 
your own condu£l into»a nearer and nearer^ 
however diftant, refemblance of hi^ exceU 
lencc ; to grow in grace, to add virtue to 
virtue, to prefs forward towards the mark» 
to furmount the remaining obftacles of fin,, 
to break the bands which retard your exer- 
tions ; to be holy as Chrift is holy^ perfc6k 
as he is perfedl ^ to redouble your fpeed 
when you difcover yourfelf to have linger- 
ed, your diligence whea you perceive that 
y9u have been carelefs i behold the tenor of 
your life, if you are bent on perfisfting 
holinefs. But who is Jkffictent for thefi 
things ? No man. How then is holinefsr 
to be pcrfefled ? In the fear of God. Fear 
God: and the difficulties of a Chriftiait 
courfe are no longer the fubjeft of de- 
fponding apprehenfion* The fear of God 
infures the prefence of His all-fiifiicient 
grace The fear of God infpires lowlinefs i 
but in working lowEnefe it creates confi- 
dence in Him who has promifed to uphol4 
' ' 5 the 
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the humble. It fummons to unremitting 
fupplication : but teaches that He whom 
you fupplicate is mighty to fave. Go ^ oh 
then in thejirength of the Lord: make tneti'^ 
tion of his righteoufnefs only. 

Pifture to yourfelves one of the children 
of this world grown old in fin and uncon-t 
cem 5 and throwing his eye backward over 
the gloom of wafted years. Behold the hand 
of heaven writing bitter things againfi himy 
and caufing him topojfefs the iniquities of his 
youth! Can he recall the day that is 
paft ? Can he ftretch forth the remnant 
of age to the meafure of his paft period 
of probation? Will regret transform the 
fruits which he has borne unto fin into ac- 
cumulated treafures of holinefs ? Suppofe 
his heart broken and contrite. At what 
price would he not rejoice to purchafe the 
chance of thofe years, which Providence 
may yet have in ftore for you ! With what 
eagernefs of holy exertion, with what 
determinations of righteous perfeverance, 
would he enter upon his new career I With 
*what folieitude would he watch over his 
heart ; with what humility would he reft 
on the grace of his Saviour ; with what 
zeal would he labour for a lot in the inhe- 
ritance of the faints ! To him this defcrip- 
tion is a fliadow. To you it may be a 

£ £ 2 diibla^ 
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difplay of realitijss. Do what the aged pe- 
nitent would have done. Lofe not a mo- 
ment. The Ipan yet remaining to the 
aged penitent, fcanty as are tiie limits with- 
in which the courfe of nature confines it^ 
may be longer than that which you are 
to occupy. If you procraftinate your de- 
cifion; he may be glorify ing God in aChrif- 
tian old age, when yeu have clofed in death 
an unchriftian youth. Hear the invitations 
t)f the Lord your Saviour ! I>evote your- 
felves to that Mafter, of whofe fervice you 
never fhall repent. Choofe that good fart 
nvhicb Jhall never be taken away from you. 
Do I not anticipate the afpirations of your 
fouls?— "O God! we defpife not thy pro- 
" mifess wedifregard not thy mercies. In- 
" cline us, e^iablc us, to come forth andbefe^ 
parate. Preferveus from the unclean thing t 
receive us to Thyfelf. Send down the 
Spirit of thy grace to dwell with us, to 
guide our hearts in thy teftimonies, to 
cftablifh our feet iji thy paths. So fhall 
we be thy fbns and daughters, O Lord 
Almighty ! We ihall reign with thee, 
Jefiis our Redeemer ! We fhall rejoice 
for ever before thy throne, Our Father 
^ w]>ichart in heaven T* 
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SERMON XX. 



On the Method of Salvation. 



Afts xvi. 30, 

What muji I do to be fanned. 

• > ' '^^ ■ ■ 

CUPPOSE a mariner (hipwrecked on a 

!^ defert ifland to behold in the horizon 
the blue fummits of a chain of mountains, 
which he knows to rife in a cultivated re- 
gion flouriftiing with aiH the comforts of 
Jife. To arrive at that happy land becomes 
the objeft of his unceafipg defire. But 
how is the objeft to b? attained ? Shall a 
(lender raft, fuch alone a? in his deftitut^ 
condition he can fabricate, float him thither 
amid currents and winds and waves ? Some- 
times in a moment of confidence, he per ^ 
fuades himfelf that his deliverance is within 
the compafs of his own ability. Soon he 
recognifes the fceblenefs of his powers, 

K E 3 the 
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the certain inefficacy of his exertions 3 and 
is ready to call on the rocks and woods of 
his abode to fhield him from, the lingering 
deftru6tion which awaits him. Then he 
rears his fignals along the fliore, anxious 
if they may but win the notice of fome 
bark from a civilifed nation, or even of the 
vagrant canoe of a favage ; iand thus procure 
for him a pafiage to the haven where be 
would b£j or, at leaft, affiftance on his way, 
and inflxudVions how to accomplifli the re- 
mainder of his courfe. Behold the pic- 
ture of a finncr felf^-cohvi^ed of guilt, con- 
fcious of impending judgment, aware of 
the poffibility of deliverance, ignorant ^ 
the method by which deliverance is to be 
attained, and eagerly looking around for 
information and fuccour ! 

What muft I do to be faved? Such was 
the queftion which the jailor at Philippi 
prc^oled to Paul and Silas. Self^con- 
demned as a tranfgreffor ; eameft, like the 
Shipwrecked mariner, for efcapcf and m 
one refpeft Angularly favoured, infomuch 
as by the terrors of the fupernatural earth* 
quakip he was convinced that the way of 
falvation was to be learned froni tjie very 
perfons whom he had recently thruft into 
the innermoft dungeon J he fervently im^ 

plored. 



On the Method tf Sakmtiim. 423 

plored, in the few and moft eomprehen- 
five words which the extremity of folici- 
tude infpired, the guidance of thefc raef- 
fengers of Chrift. We, no lels than the 
jailor, are folly fatisfied that from the word 
of God, however it be conveyed ^ frcmi the 
meffcngers of Chrift, whether they fpeak 
to us in perfon or in their writings ; the 
way of falvation is to be fought. Prot- 
pofing therefore the jailor's queftion, each 
of us for himfelf, let us firft confider the 
anfwers which many who bear the name 
of Chriftians retuhx to it. And fecondly, 
let tis fearch for the anfwer returned to it in 
the Scriptures^ 

L What muji Idotobe faved? **Bede- 
*^cent,'' it is by fome replied, ^*in your 
'•* life and converfation* Obferve with re* 
** gularity the eftablifhed rights of public 
^* worftiip. Be upright in your dealings. 
" Maintain a refpeftable charafter. In- 
•* dulge not in any flagrant vice. A61 
" thus, and you will have no caufe for 
** apprehenfion. God is a God of mercy. 
" He does not expedt unreafonable fervice. 
He is not a rigorous mafier, an linjuft 
judge. He knows bur ftrength, of ra- 
^ ther our weakiiefs : and he demands not 
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* 

"from us more than we are able to per-* 
form. He is acquainted with the incli- 
nations of our nature : and thqoigh he 
ofes ftrong language in the Scriptures 
for the purpofe of reftraining us within 
equitable bounds, he will not call us to 
" a ftri6l account for the moderate indul- 
" gence of our defires." The meaning of 
counfel is often illuftrated by looking, tp 
the conduft of the counfeUpr. Survey the 
general cpndu6t of the men who, offer thb 
counfel. What is the ordinary courfe of 
their liveis? Altogether worldly. You fee 
^each man, under the fallacious garb of de- 
corum, living to his favourite paffions aEid 
propenfities. One is habitually fenfual; 
another, prbud; another, covetous 5 ano- 
ther, unchafte. The worfliip paid to Go<i 
is a cold and formal and reludtant fervice. 
The heart is devoted to its own idol. , Yon 

* ■ 

fearcely fpel it neceffary tp refer to tl^e 
Scriptures in order to learn whether tthofe 
advifers have returned' a fatisfaftory an* 
fwer to your queftion. .Your underftand- 
ing fuffices. You reply to yourfelf : ^' Jf 
" praftically and habitually I live to the 
*^ world ', how can I hope for a reward 
"from God? If, while I profefs to be 
^ his fervant, I am in my heart and coq- 
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•^dij6t feeking my own pleafure only; 
^^ I am a hypocritq/ Can hygpcrify lead to 
^^ falvation ? I muft afk other counfel." 

What muft I do to be faved ? ^' Yoi; 
^* judge rightly," reply your new inftruc-? 
tors, " that your former advifcrshave fur? 
*^ nifhed a very imperfeft anfwer to your 
*^ enquiries. They have forgotten that a 
^' chara6i:er, to b^ pleafing to man or to 
y God, muft be amiable. Sweetnefs of 
manners, eafy affability, courteoijfnefs 
and good humour, are jndifpenfable, 
3e candid. Judge no pne. Shun roo^ 
** rofenefs. Partake freely of the gifts of 
?* heaven. Gaiety is the proper attribute 
5^ of innocence. Study to pleafe all, and 
f^lto make all pleafed with themfelves, 
^^ To cheerfulnefs add liberality according 
^* to ypur convenience. So fhalj you ren- 
'^ der all around you happy in this world : 
." and may juftly conclude that God will 
|V render you happy with them in the next.'* 
Still you perceive, notwithftanding thefc 
impofing terms, that the fuggefted addi<* 
tions may have contributed to the former 
chara6ler nothing but a fpecious varnifh. 
Thofe additions maybe nothing better than, 
more refined accomplifliments. How many 
felfiih^ how many deceitful, how many 

aban-! 
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abandoned men have correQ>onded with 
tiiis defcription ! Can thofe qualities which 
nay be attained, thofe proceedings which 
iiiay be adopted, by the rwicked, enfiire 
falvation ? But allow the qualitieis to be in 
Imcerity pdHefled. Concede to them their 
due excellence. How far are they from 
completing the fcriptural piftureof aChrif- 
Wan ! How far docs this decent and ami- 
able man fall fhort of the example dis- 
played by the Apoftles, and the early fol- 
lowers of Chrift ? What proof is here to be 
found of fanftity, of heavenly-mindednefs, 
of fuperiority to the world, of mortifica- 
tion of the corruptions of the heart; of 
thofe difpofitions towards God, the Father, 
the Son, and the Holy Ghoft, which the 
^riptures inceflantly inculcate and de- 
mand ? More is yet requifite. The ques- 
tion is ffill unanfwered. What muft I do 
to be faved ? 

"if you would be faved," replies ano* 
ther fet of advifers, " be a ufifui chara6ter. 
** Benevolence is the firft of Chriftian vir- 
tues. He that loveth his neighbour hath 
fulfilled the law. Be aftive for the good 
of others* Beftir yourfelf zealoufly in 
**the public offices belonging to youif 
^ ft^ttion. Affift your iriends witli your 

" advice. 
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** advice, with your intereft, with your 
purfe. Forward local concerns. Patro- 
nife general improvements. Encourage 
public inftitutions.' Abound in private 
"charity. So fhall your name be ho- 
** noured among men. So fhall you not 
** fail to receive falvation, the due reward 
" of your virtues.'' That you muft la- 
bour to be ufeful, if you would obtain fal- 
vation, is unqueftionable. It is equally 
true that he, who Weth his neighbotif, 
hath fulfilled the law, fo far as his conduit 
towards his neighbour is concerned. Btit 
is religion fummed up in ufefiilnefs to your 
neighbour ? Does not religion look to mb-^ 
tives ? If it be not frota a religious motive 
that we are ufeful to our neighbour; is 
our ufefulnefs any mark of religion ? Has 
it any principle in common with religion ? 
-If a wicked man from a wicked motive 
pei'fturms an a6l of greai? ufefulnefs to his 
ndghbour 5 is he therefore religious ? if ^ 
<:arelefs man from a motive neither virtuous 
nor criminal confers a fignal benefit on 
another: is he therefore religious ? Mere 
ufefulnefs, it is evident, proves nothing, 
.and avails nothing. Then as to the fulfil- 
ment qf the law. Is it only towards man 
.|hat we hav^ a hyr to pbferve ? Is there 

^0% 
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jiot a God? Are wc not bound by a'latr 
' to him ? Are there not peculiar duties cqii- 
tinxi^y owing to him ? Is not every aft of 
duty to man founded on duty to God ? 
Is not evety a6t of duty to man acceptable 
before God only when it is performed from 
Jove to God ? Are we not commanded^ 
whatever we do^ to do all to ' the glory of 
Cody that^ God may in all things be glorified 
through Jefus Chrifi ? It is undeniable tlien 
that ufefulnefs to man is not the bafis by 
which a title to falvation i;an be fuftained. 
.What muft I do to be faved ? 

/*You forget," exclaims another clafi, 
/* you forget the fliare which the atondricnt 
*• of Chrift vindicates to itfelf in the' work 
*^ of human falvatioi^. We will difclcffe 
•* to you the grounds on which wc arc 
** confidept that we ourfelv^s fhall beiavcd. 
We have always fh^wn ourfelvies punc- 
tual in frequenting religious ordinances. 
We have led extremely moral lives*..; Wc 
•* have not overlooked amiablencfs of de»- 
portment. We have been highly ufefol 
in our generation. On each of thefe 
" foundations, were we inclined to boaft, 
" we might eftablifh powerful pretenfions. 
" But we remember the frailty of our cofn- 
f^ xnon nature j and dp not wifti to diffem- 
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blc our own imperfeftiofts. We thank 
Gdd that we are not as many other men 
are : but before him we do not profefii 
to be righteous. We acknowledge that 
vw are to be faved through Jefus Chrift^ 
Much as we have done, fomething con- 
liderable, we doubt not, has been left 
** undone. That deficiency Chiift will fup- 
^' ply. Our own merits, balanced againft 
** our offences, are infufiicient to turn the 
" fcale. Chrift will add from his,. what he 
*.* fees needful to make it preponderate*'* 
Is this then the Gofpel plan of falvation 
through a Redeemer ; of falvation by free 
grace : of falvation not of works, left: any 
man fhould boaft: ? If Abraham, the father 
of the faithful, the fiiend of the MoJi 
High, had nothing whereof to glory before 
God : do you prefume to come as claim- 
ants of falvation in part, in great part, as 
of debt > as in part, in great part, due to 
you on ^ the ground of purchafe by the 
merit of your works ? Was it to fupply 
an addition requifite to turn the fcale in 
your favour that Jefus Chrift became man^ 
laboured, and died ? Is this an obje£l cor*^ 
refponding with the emotions of the Sacred 
writers when their tongues labour for ut- 
terance. 
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terance, and feem incapable of producing 
expreffions adequate to fhadow out the 
tranfcendcnt mercies of redemption? What 
i^ the glpiy which you accord to the Son 
qi God ? The glory of your falvation? No. 
That glory you affume primarily to your- 
felf. The charafters prcvioufly defcribed 
named not the name of Chrift. They 
&emed not tg take him into the account. 
One looked for falvation through decent 
piorality: another added amiablenefs as 
a requifite;^ another fubjoined ufefulnefs. 
You feek falv^ion on the ground of felf- 
righteoufnefs* You name Chrift : but it 
is only to difhonour . him. You take him 
into the account : but it is only to exclude 
him from the chief concern in the office 
of faving you. Each of your predeceiTors 
\vas his own idol. You alfb worfhip your- 
lelf. Miferable councilors, miferabte com^ 
forters are ye all {a) ! My fins ftare me m 
the face. I feel my own helpleffnefs. 
What muft I do to be laved ? 

11. You have heard fbme examples of the 
manner in which the ignorant and the proud 
ifeply to this momentous queftion. Now? 
receive an anfwer from an Apoftle : Believe 

(a)Job,XTi,2. 
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/« the Lord Jejus Chrift 5 and thou Jhalt be 
faoed^ 

Believe in the Lord Jefus Chrift ! What 
is the meaning of this command, to tk« 
obfervance of which the promife of falva- 
tion is annexed? Is the meaning this? 
•• I muft acknowledge the Bible to be the 
" word of God. More particularly I muft 
give full credence to the narrative which 
the Scriptures deliver of the aftions and 
the fuiFerings of Jefus Chrift- I muft 
" believe all the articles of the Chriftiaa 

• 

" faith. I muft keep my mind fully fatis- 

fied, in defiance of cavils and difficulties^ 

that the Chriftian religion is true. I muft 

alfo be perfuaded that the fpecific doc- 

" trines of the Gofpel are aftual verities.'* 

This faith is the faith of the underftanding : 

and as the firft ftep, is abfolutely neceflary* 

But if your faith is to conduft you to falva- 

tion, it muft be perfefted in another quar- 

ten How fpake the Evangelift Philip ?" If 

** thou believeft with all thine hearty thou 

^* mayeft be baptifed.'* How fpeaks St^ 

Paul ? " With the heart man believeth unto 

!' righteoufiief? (3.)'* 

You perceive then that feith, if it ter- 
minates in the underftanding, is nothing* 
(n its way to the heart it muft convince the 

. Judges- 
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judgement : bccaufe our Maker deals ^it!l- 
us as rational creatures, and requires a rea-» 
fcmable fervice, B ut the heart is its objeft* 
There it muft arrive. There it riiuft dwell. 
There it muft reign. Believe with th6 
heart in the Lord Jefiis Chrift, and thoU 
ihalt be faved- ^ 

What then does Chriftia» faith, z^ g<b^ 
vcming the heart, include ? It implies a 
deep fcnfe of our own inherent corruption* 
For how fhall we be duly folicitous for A 
cure, unlefs we are impreffed with the 
danger of the difeafe ? It implies a ftrong 
conviftipn of the heiiloufnefs of fin, and an 
awcful cqnfcioufnefs of the punifhment, to 
which we have juftly become obnoxious by 
wilful arid moft ungrateful difobedience* 
For how fhall we be fuflficiently earneft to 
be relieved from the penalty which we 
have incurred, unlefs we are fenfible of its 
amount ? It implies a decided convidlion of 
our own inability to difcharge any part of 
our debt to divine juftice. For otherwife 
how Ihall we be deeply anxious to feek for* 
. a mediator and a furety ? It implies a fer-* 
vent defire to be refcued from the future 
dominion of fin. For to what purpofe 
fhould we be delivered from the fentencQ 
pronounced againft us, if we are fpeedily 
to bring doVvn upon ourfelves the fame fen- 

12 tencc 
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tcnce again? It implies an experimental 
knowledge that, if we are abandoned 
to our natural ftrength, we ftiall unquef- 
tionably be the prey of fin, as hereto- 
fore. For if we imagined ourfelves to 
be equal to our own defence; why fhould 
we look around for fuccour? It implies 
undoubting belief that in Chrift Jefus is 
perfeft falvation ; perfe6l wifdom and right- 
eoufnefs and fan6tification and redemp- 
tion. For otherwife where would be the 
adequate encouragement to confide our 
falvation to him ? It implies a cordial af^ 
furance that he alone is the way^ the truths 
and the life 3 that no man cometh unto the 
Father but by him [c). For. otherwife how 
fhall we be guarded againfl the blafphe- 
mous delufion of framing to ourfelves co- 
ordinate or fupplementary mediators ? 

How then will this faith manifeft itfelf B 
By its fruits : by its efficacy in impelling 
and conflraining us to a6l in every refpe6t 
conformably to its nature. If we believe 
ourfelves to be radically corrupt 5 we fhall 
renounce with difgufl, the idea of pro- 
feffing any righteoufnefs of our own. If 
we believe ourfelves obnoxious to punifli- 
ment ; we fhall devoutly apply for an in- 

(tf) Jphn, xiv. 6. 
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tereft in the appointed ranfom. If we be- 
lieve ourfelves utterly unable to difcharge 
any portion of the demands, which the 
avenging juftice of God urges againft us ; 
we fliall confefs that our deliverance, if we 
are delivered, will be an aft of free and 
unmerited grace. If we are fervently de- 
iirous of future holinefs ; we fliall feek 
with proportionate folicitude the renewing 
influence of the Spirit of fandlification. If 
we are convinced that, left to ourfelves, we 
cannot but fall -, we fliall place our whole 
reliance on the continued guidance and 
fupport of the Holy Ghofl:. If we arc 
convinced that Jefus Chrift is an all-fuf- 
ficient Saviour ; to him we fliall have re- 
courfe for falvation. If we are fatisfied 
that there is falvation in no other ^ that there 
is no other name under heaven given among 
men whereby we may befaved : to him alone 
we flnall commit our fouls. To him wc 
fliall fly, as the lamb of God who taketh 
away the fins of the whole world : as 
having made atonement even for us by his 
blood : as our prefent advocate with the 
Father : as ever living to make interceflion 
for us : as having the fuccours of the Holy 
Spirit at his difpofal : as inveflied with all 
power in earth and heaven : as loving us 
with unparalleled afFeftion; as watching 

/ over 
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over us with unwearied care 5 as our Ex- 
ample, Our inftrudtor, our law-giver: as 
having afcended into the manfions of his 
Father to prepare a place for his fervants : 
as again to return in glory, that he may 
raifc all the generations of man from the 
grave ; judge the affembled world in righte- 
oufnefs; receive his faithful followers to 
himfelf ; and feal up the wicked with the 
devil and his angels in the abodes of un- 
utterable and everlafting deftruftion. 

Thefe are the fruits of faith, when fitft 
it brings the (inner to the foot of the crofs. 
What are its fruits, when rifing from the 
foot of the crofs, the penitent (inner pro- 
ceeds to approve hitnCyif the fcrvant of that 
Lord who loved him and gave Himfelf 
for him? Its fruits are unto holinefs. 
Looking unto JefuSy the author andjinijher of • 
hisfaith^ the penitent (inner, aftuated by a 
new principle, living to new obje6ls, devoted 
to a new matter, labours in the ftrength of 
his Redeemer's grace to become dead unto 
(in and alive only unto righteoufnefs. He 
is eager to manifeft his gratitude and af- 
feftion to his Saviour. To the laws of 
Chrift he cheerfully and unrefervedly fub- 
mits. In the fteps of Chrift he endeavours 
to tread* The glory of Chrift he is watchful .^^j 
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and zealous to promote. In God, the 
Father of his crucified Lord, he beholds a 
Father reconciled even to him. In his 
brethren of the houfehold of faith he be- 
holds men united to himfelf, not merely by 
the common ties of nature, but by the ad* 
ditional and facred bands of redeeming love. 
Even in the wicked Jhe beholds thofe whom 
the Son of God died to fave : whom God 
jftill fpares that they may accept falvation 
through His Son. Hence active love to 
God and man chara6terife the fervant of 
Chrift. Fearful of falling fhort of the glo- 
rious falvation fet before him; aware of 
the tremendous power of his fpiritual ene- 
my, y-et not caft down, becaufe he refts on 
the arm of an Almighty Redeemer : he. 
ftudies to adorn the dpdlrine of God his 
Saviour in all things^ to be a pattern of 
every good work. Waiting for the coming 
of his Lord, looking forward to things un- 
fcen, he difplays npt only the a6tive virtues 
of the Chriftian charafler, but thofe alfo 

which are paflive: refignation to the ap- 
pointments of God, patient endurance of 

afiliftions, unwearied forgivenefs of in- 
juries, willingnefs to bear contempt and 
reproach for righteoufnefs' fake. In no 
degree relying for acceptance onhis works j 

but 
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but confcious that, unlcfs his faith is evi- 
denced by habitual works of holinefs, he 
never fhall fee the Lord ^ he unremittingly 
labours to n^aintaiti a confcience void of 
offence towards God and towards man. 
Thus faith worketh by love> and by wprks 
rproves itfelf to be perfeft. 

To us individuallyj my bretiiren, the 
great queftion is, whether we are feeking 
falvation in the way which the Scriptures 
teach: whether we are feeking.it through 
Him whom God has ordained to be the 
Redeemer. Are we placing confidence in 
a moral abftincnce from certain vices, a 
moral regard to certain virtues ; having 
the form of godlinefsy but denying the power 
iherecf\ decent in the externals of religion, 
but rejecting the univerfality of it? do- 
minion, averfe to its humbling and fpi- 
ritual nature ? Or do we repofe omx 
truft on an amiable c^hara6ler; the refilt 
of poliflied manners, eafy good-humour, 
engaging affability, and ready compaflion ? 
Or are we depending on the fancied me- 
rits of ufefulncfs ; while, in the midfl of 
dur ufefulncfs,' God has not been in all our 
thoughts ? , Or are we pharifaically pre- 
fuming on a fuppofed righteoufnefs of 
our own; bringing in the Giver of all 
' ; 8 things 



43 8 On the Method of Salvation. 

things as our debtor, or deeming ourfelvcs 
to have paid a part of the price of our falva- 
tion in the compenfatory coin of our own 
works? Or are we relying exclufively'on 
Chrift Jefus ? Do we feel ourfelves to be 
dead, and conftrained to come unto Him 
that we may have life ? Through him do we 
feek pardon and reconciliation and grace ? 
Have we taken his yoke upon us ? Are we 
willing to bear his burthen ? Do we love 
him and obey him as the Captain of our 
falvation? While, equally difclaimmg an 
unproduftive faith, and works proceeding 
from any other root than faith, we main- 
tain the infeparable union, and the indif- 
penfable neceffity of faith and , works j do 
we accurately aflign to each of thefe requi- 
fities to falvation its proper andpeculiar and 
exclufive office ? Do we ftedfaftly bear in 
mind that faith is the inftrument whereby 
we obtain an intereft in that treafure, which 
completely and folely purchafes our falva- 
tion, the atoning merit of Jefus Chrift : 
and that good works, acceptable to God 
not through defert of their own, for our 
beft works are imperfeft and finful, but 
folely through the blood of our Redeemer, 
are requifite, as fruits of faith ; are requifite 
to prove the exiftence of that true faith of 

5 the 
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the heart, which, wherever it exifts, cannot 
but produce them? Do we acknowledge 
that faith is wrought in the foul by the grace 
of God I a flame primarily kindled in the 
breafl: by Him, and by Him ftill to be fuf- 
tained : a flream to be preferved in purity 
and aftivity only by perpetual fupplies from 
that fountain whence it originally flowed ? 
If we now difcern, my brethren, the 
momentous import of the queftion ftated 
in the text ; if we perceive that from the 
Word of God, from the Word of God ex- 
clufively, the anfwer is to be derived : let 
us paufe and refleft on the Angular gra- 
titude with which, in confequence of the 
extraordinary mercies vouchfafed to us, 
our bofoms ought to glow. Cafl: your eyes 
over the map of the Chriftian world : ex- 
tend your furvey through every region 
where the name of Chrift has been named : 
and point otit^ beyond the precinfts of our 
native ifle, the fpot where we fliould have 
enjoyed equal advantages as to the attaint 
ment of the knowledge of faivation. What 
if we had feen the light in Judea, the 
cradle of Chriflianity : or in Antioch, or 
in Colofle, or in Ephefus, or in Corinth, 
fcenes where the vineyard of our Lord 
was planted and watered by Apoftles ? 

Trampling 
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Trampling on the ruins of the temples of 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghoft ; 
we had bowed before the crefcent of Ma- 
homet, and rcfted our everlafting hopes on 
the impoftures of the Koran. What if we 
had been born in any of the numerous 
kingdoms overfhadowed by the fupremacy 
of Rome; or within the bounds of that 
enormous empire, where the corruptions 
of the Greek church maintain their fway ? 
Riveted in the chains of pricftcraft and 
fuperftition; bending in idolatrous rever- 
ence before images or pi6lures ; and con- 
ligning our falvation to the care of ima- 
ginary interceflbrs ; we had forfaken the 
one Mediator betwen God and man. I for- 
bear minutenefs of comparifon with the 
ftate of our Proteftant brethren abroad. 
Whatever be the points of fuperiority in 
our lot, may the God of mercy impart 
them to the whole world ! Let us in the 
mean time rejoice with thankful humility 
in the lot which from His unmerited grace 
we have received. Let us praife Him 
-who has caufed us to inherit the bleflings 
of a land of liberty, civil and religious ; of 
a church in do6lrine evangelical, in difci- 
pline apoftolical. Let us remember that 
from him to whom much is given^ much fhall 

be 
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ht YequireL When we contemplate the 
light with which we have been favoured x 
nationally and individually, what are we ? 
What puniftiment do we not dcfervc^ 
While the judgements of God are abroad 
in the world 5 may the inhabitants of this 
our country learn righteoufnefs ! While 
the horizon is faddened with the encircling 
tempeft, while the thunders of vengeance are 
roaring in every furrounding land ; may 
there be wrought in us through faith in the 
Lord Jefus the broken and contrite heart 
which God will not defpife ! To Him who 
giveth to all men liberally and upbraideth 
not, let us plead for the gift of faith, the 
foundation of all other gifts from heaven, 
in conftant prayer. Let us ftrengthen 
our faith by the fludy of his word; by reli- 
gious meditation ; by contemplating the fer- 
vent piety, the perfevering holinefs, the un- 
fliaken fortitude, the labours of love, the 
joyful endurance, the triumphant death, of 
eminent believers in Chrift Jefus in antient 
or in later days. Let us encourage our- 
felves in our earthly pilgrimage by habi- 
tually looking forward with the eye of 
faith to the things unjeen^ that better coun- 
try, that blifsful home, that incorruptible 
inheritance, that city with eternal founda- 
voL. II. G 6 tions 
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tions whofe builder and maker is God, 
which is the fubftance of our hope. Let 
us believe in the Lord Jefus Chrift; and 
wc fhall be prefcrved from the ftorms of 
time, or be ftrengthened to fuftain them. 
Let us believe in the Lord Jefus Chrift ; 
and however fierce may be the fiery trial 
which comes upon us, however our eyes 
may be confumed with griefs and wax old 
becaufe of all our enemies ^ we fhall be (aved 
with everlafting falvation. 
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